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Now Want Beer Socially Registered 


Dusting "Em Off 


New York restaurants and 
cafes have been doing surpris- 
ingly well, particularly the 
past week. More free spending 
etc. Then came the bank mor- 
atorium. 

One restaurateur, when 
forced to dust off the extra 
collapsible tables which had 
been piled in a corner for 
months, stated he hadn't seen 
such an influx of extra trade 
since ’23. But Saturday night 
was something else again. 


STORES RESORT 
TO SHOW BIZ 
STUNTS 


New York department stores are 
Lying up with show business more 
and more in attempts to boost sales. 
At Macy’s it’s a cinema show, at 
Bloomingdale's it’s a radio show. 

Macy’s stunt started yesterday 
(Monday). Idea is to sell reproduc- 
tions of picture actresses’ clothes. 
It’s evidently tied in with the stu- 
dios, because current and future re- 
lease films are used. Copies of hats, 
dresses, etc., will be sold and adver- 








Chicago, March 6. 

Beer, when it returns to good 
standing legally, won't be the poor 
man’s potion. Brewers want beer 
resold on snob appeal lines. 

Brass cuspidors and sawdust is 
wrong environment for beer the 
brewers feel. Not without impor- 
tance is the fact that advertising 
copy for almost-beer these days 
shows ritzy ladies in evening gowns 
sipping the suds from thin-stemmed 
erystal glasses and nary a smirch 
on the upper lip. Muggs are strictly 
out in the revamped picture of beer 
as the favorite beverage of the 
elite. 

Atlas Brewery here expressed it- 
pelf quite explicitly on this point 
when approached for a _ publicity 
tie-up for Metro’s ‘What, No Beer?’ 
scheduled to play the Roosevelt 
theatre. Atlas insisted on seeing 
the picture first and frankly stated 
if there were any scenes showing 
old time saloons, free _ lunches, 
swinging doors, or that sort of thing 
the answer was ‘No.’ 

From accounts Atlas is not alone 
fin its dislike for the saloon. Brew- 
ers, evidently, are afraid that when 
their big chance comes beer will 
have unsavory connotations and 
that a reaction may set in. 


WOMAN EXHIB FINDS 
COIN IN HOBO AREA 


Chicago, March 6. 

Florence Paley, woman exhibitor, 
has lifted the Haymarket theatre 
out of the red. House located in 
the heart of hoboland on West Mad- 
{son st.cet, is playing to around 
10,000-11,000 paid admissions week- 
ly at 10c per head. 

On Sundays the showwoman 
gives the lads a special attraction 
such as ‘10 Nights in a Barroom,’ 
with atmospheric lobby, or ‘Prim-| pecular store copy included Ruth 
rose Path’ with living models to} ytting, Walter Winchell and Rubin- 
tell the hoboes about the evils of @/ or During the rest of the week 
misguided sex life. Cab Calloway, Ritz Brothers, Mor- 

Se ton Downey, D. W. Griffith, Jane 


Nat | 


ier Froman, Pickens Sisters, Eddy Du- 
ia * 
The Bright Side 


chin and Sigmund Spaeth are 
usually sadden 


scheduled. 
creditors, but receivership of a 
small picture house circuit in the 
Bronx, N. Y., has had the opposite 
effect on those doing business with 
the theatre group. 

Formerly those enterprises serv- 
ing the circuit had to wait months 
for their money. Now the bank, 
which is acting as receiver, not 
only pays weekly, but issues checks 
bearing the printed instruction that 
the slips must be deposited imme- 
diately. Creditors are only too glad 
to comply. 














tised as from such and such a pic- 
ture. 
Bloomingdale's 
more elaborate, though limited to a 
shorter time. It also started yes- 
terday. Every day during the cur- 
rent week radio names will make 
personal appearances during the 
afternoon at the store's radio de- 


partment. 
First day's celeb advertised in the 


proposition is 


Irene Castle’s Comeback | 


Irene Castle i; to make a come- | 
back as a ballroom dancer. She! 
will team professionally with Clif- 
ton Webb. 

Dancer has been in retirement! 
since the death of her first hus- 
band, Vernon Castle, though she did 
a few pictures. Recent attention has 
chiefly centered on her as a human- 
itarian in the interests of canine 
welfare. j 
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BANKS BUMP BOX OFFICES 


Brewers Shy From Saloon Sawdust: 


TRADING POST ‘They Own a California Burg, but 


SHOW BUtNEaS 


Hen Fruit and Edibles for 
Admishes — Checks and 
I. O. U.’s Okay Too— 
Others on Cash Basis Ex- 
clusively — Good Tem- 
pered Boxoffice Attitude 
All Over Country 


OFF 25-40% AVERAGE 


Unlike the great cataclysm of Oct. 
29, 1929, when Wall Street laid an 
egg, the bank jam, while bumping 
all box offices and generally boo- 
boo-ba-dooping the amusement biz, 
didn’t have entirely a paralyzing ef- 
fect on the entertainment field. it 
curtailed, and will more so in the 
course of this week curtail amuse- 
ment expenditures, but over the 
week end quite a New Year’s eve 
spirit prevailed. 

This was particularly true around 
Broadway. The Saturday nite life 
following the first day of Governor 
Lehman’s edict was marked by gen- 
eral good humor. That much of it 
was paid off in tabs, 1OU’s and 
promises, although not a little in 
cash, didn’t daunt the general spirit. 

Monday's news of President 
Roosevelt's extension of the bank 
holiday through Thursday (9), with 
preparations for the issuance of 
scrip, will unquestionably dent the 
gate receipts of everything. 

But preparations, in keeping with 
the spirit of the times, to further 
extend box-office credit and carry 
on the show biz, if needs be in the 
pioneer spirit of trade and barter, 
are becoming effective almost mo- 
mentarily. 

The holiday attitude over the 
week end around New York was re- 
flected in the popular stance on the 


(Continued on page 48) 





They re Grease Paint at Heart 


1,000% 








Lake Almaden, Cal., March 6. 
Over 100 years old, this town, 70 


miles south of San Francisco, is 


unique in the fact that it is owned 
by an m. ec. and his produter 
brother, Ziz and Ben Black. It's 
probably the only time an m. c. ever 
owned anything outside of a cane. 

However, that a couple of presen- 


tation guys are the owners of this 
broken-down burg is not its main 
claim to fame. Undying in history 
will be the fact that the boys, Jew- 
ish, are probably the only two Hebes 
in the world that got a Catholic 
church thrown in with their town 
buy, then gave it back to the mother 
church because the latter had al- 
lowed the property to get out of its 
hands. 

Almaden was founded 100 years 
ago by a syndicate which mined 
quicksilver in the locality. Town 
grew to a population of 4,000. When 
the mine blew up 60 years ago, the 
town was deserted. Three years 
ago, the Blacks visited the mine and 
townsite and decided it could be de- 
veloped as a summer resort. They 
bought the whole“hing, lock, stock 
and barrel. 

Figured Church as Draw 


On the property was a deserted 
Catholic edifice. 3oys figured that 


Young show producer was 
patted on the back by friends 
on tha recent premiere of a 
legit production regarded as 
having a chance to click. He 
proudly declared: ‘Yeh, and I 
own the show 100%.’ 

Later the house treasurer 
asked the youngster how many 
boxoffice statements should be 
made out. 

‘Better give me 10 state- 
ments,’ replied the kid man- 
ager. 


HAUGHTY DIVAS 
LISTENING TO 
REASON 


Both legit producers and picture 
companies are being bombarded 
with submissions of operatic and 
concert names for their considera- 
tion. Uncertain outlook for the|@ church without an attraction 
Metropolitan Opera company next} didn’t mean anything. However, 
season has accentuated the situa-| they felt that with regular servic ’s 
tion. it might bring some people to the 

Although the Met will try it next| Community and these people might 
year again, it will be on a limited | Duy lots. 
budget and the season will be con-| To this end, they approached the 
siderably curtailed. That would] bishop, who said he couldn't ac- 
mean that the singers, unless of| cept the church as the diocese al- 
strong concert value over here, will| "@¢2ady owned it. Boys pulled out 
be warbling ‘Time on My Hands’ their deed to the property, showed 
on the level. Whatever European | the bishop he was wrong and then 
operatic dates are still available are| Presented him with the title to the 
unimportant as a monetary con-| Church in which services are now 
sideration. being held. 

The operatic singers get no peace | _Luck has _— the Biacks eee 
of mind, either, in reflecting on the| Siderable profit on thcir investment. 
recent fate of Gigli, Mary Garden| While fooling around in the mine's 
and others during the past eight|@U™p, @ kid one day unearthed a 


months, Gigli, who walked out of pool of quicksilver worth $1,200 














‘MA’ SIMMONS IS TO BE 
JERITZA’S ACCOMPANIST 


‘Ma’ Simmons, general assistant 
to the Shuberts, is going into con- 


Jeritza. 

The Shuberts have the diva 
signed for a musical operetta next 
fall, ‘Night in Venice’. Meantime, 
she will concertize with the vet legit 





showman as her piano player. 





Prop Misers 





As soon a8 the New York 
bank moratorium was declar- 
ed, the Broadway misers who | 
cackle while letting it drip 
through their fingers, started 
using prop money. 














the Met, has done practically noth- | Blacks immediately got to work and 
ing since then, although while with | i™Stalled equipment to break down 


the Met he was considered about the earth from which quicksilver 
hac already been extracted by old 


the biggest male of the opera. Miss : . 

Garden made a ‘comeback’ in pic- fashioned methods when the mine 

ture houses but had a tough time of | W@S in operation. So far the boys 
have taken over $800,000 in quick- 


it, ete. : 
silver from the old workings. 

Their hearts, however, are still on 
the stage Despite their affluence, 
Ziz goes to Frisco or Los Angeles 
every now and then to m. c. a pres- 


Eva Tanguay Heard 





Chicago, March 6. 


, , a entation. Ben frequently stages the 
Eva Tanguay was auditioned at] onows. They may get quicksilver 
NBC here last Thursday (2). Vet-/ under their fingernails, but they 
eran performer drew a hearing On| wan't get the ham out of their 


her name and rep. | systems 


ee | — — —_ 


Nets Clear for F. D. WB’S AMERICAN ‘CAVALCADE’ 


President Roosevelt may go on Hollywood, March 6. 
the air tomorrow (8) or the next W purchased ‘America 
| night to reassure the country. Both! Kneels,” an anonymous original 
chain chiefs have asked him to use ry written by an old lady, which 
their facilities, with NBC and CH. be an An ican ‘Cava!'!cade.’ 
reps at hand in Wa2a (91 - n tions from 
7 = O sleey es, 


to give him an immediate ho Ip. 
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hat Sentimental 


H'weod, Frank Borzage, Tells How 


By CECELIA AGER 
There is 
sentiment in 


arways a foundation of 


Frank Borzage's pic- 
tures because, says Mr. Borzage, he 


belicves the judicious use of senti- 


ment gives a picture its surest 
crack at hearty audience appeal. 
Sentiment lurks beneath the sur- 
face of everybody; no one is so 
hardboiled that sentiment won't 
reach him some way. The trick 
comes, says Mr. Borzage, in finding 
the way. 

Mr. Borzage's way first recog- 
nizes that sentiment, always, every- 
where, exists, so he incorporates 
seniiment in the story, in the hu- 


man situations, of his picture, but 
he lets the audience find that out. 
Don't point it,’ he adjures, see that 
it’s there, but don’t mention it. 
Leave its discovery to the audience. 


Make the audience sentimental in- 
stead of the player. Make the audi- 
ence act. 


‘The success of a drama depends on 
what it does to the audience. Make 
the audience sorry for the players; 
let the actors be brave. The minute 
the players start being sorry for 
themselves, they're sunk, Sentiment 
is such a treacherous thing for the 
screen, it is so easy for it to change 
from a mood to an insufferable pall, 
that it must not be allowed to ex- 
press itself. If the player suggests 
it, the audience goes for it, but if 
the player insists upon It, the audi- 
ence freezes, Sentiment’s been 
abused; people are ashamed of it. It 
dare not show its face, it’s got to 
sneak up on them from behind.’ 


Cons the Audience 


In ‘Bad Girl,’ in ‘A Farewell to 
Arms,’ and now in ‘Secrets’—all pic- 
tures rich with sentiment—Mr. Bor- 
zage tried to bring his sentimental 
sequences to a point Just before the 
climax, then cut; let the audience 
go on from there, finish them, It’s 
his aim to make the audience work, 
to stir their imaginations, to count 
on their imaginations to supply so 
much more vividly, more intimately 
what he purposely leaves out. Senti- 
ment gives force to a picture, but 
it’s dynamite, he _ realizes. He 
handles it carefully, gingerly, lest it 
destroy. He checks it with under- 
playing, safeguards it with humor. 

Jack a little humor into a situa- 
tion, and right there you stop it 
from being maudlin. A laugh takes 
the curse off it, holds it from spill- 
ing over. Comedy predominates in 
‘Secrets’ to assure its sentiment ac- 
ceptance. 


Also Cons Himself 


the script is finishead— 
whose writing is* concurrent with 
Mr. Borzage’s own private cam- 
paign of selling himself the belief 
that this is going to be the very 
best picture he’s ever done, so that 
it comes out with sincerity—he is 
ready to put into practice his per- 
sonal theory on directing. 

‘You cast a picture with actors 
you've selected because of their own 
individual personalities, If you try 
to put your own personality into 
them, you kill them, you blot out the 
very quality you cast them for. Give 
them the thought, the feeling of the 
idea; let them interpret it accord- 
ing to their own personality. They 
should not mimic the director. He 
can not tell them how to read the 
lines, what their reaction should be. 
Their own response, because it is 
their own, the expression of their 
personality, is the true one. From 
now on the director can only sug- 
gest; he must not teach.’ 

Mr. Borzage doesn’t think he’s 
overboard on sentiment himself, but 
he believes women are braver, more 
sensitive than men. Universal ap- 
peal in pictures is found in the 
woman’s point of view, he says. 
Sentiment stays in his pictures for 
their lovely sake. 


SAILINGS 


March 9 (London to New York) 
Ned Morin (Aquitania). 


When 





March 8 (New York to Berlin) 
Eric Pommer (Leviathan) 
March 4 (New York to Paris) 


Sigrid Onegin, Mr. and Mrs. James 


Gleason, Russell Gleason, Guthrie 
McClintic (Paris). 

March 1 (New York to South- 
ampton), Sidney Franklin (Albert 
Ballin). 

March 1 (New York to Paris), 


Frank Buck, Armand Denis, 

Cavaiiere (Aquitania). 
March 1 (New York to London), 

Herbert Marshall (Aquitania). 


Nick ,in the film colony wa 
lclair Presents William Fox.’ 


Gentleman from 








Polite Orders | 


| 





Westwood, March 6. 

Following the salary slashes 
at Fox studio a edict 
went out from the front office. 

Studio's police force must 
address everyone as ‘sir’ or 
‘miss.’ 

It's a part of the politeness 
campaign at Fox which has 
signs on the lawns reading, 
‘Please let me _ grow,’ and 
others on the goldfish pools 
reading, ‘Thank you, I’ve had 
plenty to eat.’ 


second 














; | 
‘Pleasure Cruise’ Preview 





Hollywood, March 6. 
F’ox’s ‘Pleasure Cruise’ will be the 
first picture to receive a marine pre- 
view locally. Studio has invited 300 | 


xylophone is 
achievementg seen in the theatre in 


On Liner, 12 Miles Out |store time. admiration, 


| tap dance on the Mahoneyphone is 
worthy of actual amazement.” 





WILL MAHONEY 


This week, Chicago Theatre, Chi- 
cago, 
The 
said: “Will Mahoney's dance on the 


Cincinnati “Times-Star” 


one of the _ best 


His dancing is cause 
but that 


Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 








newspaper people and other guests 
to board the French Line’s ‘Winni- 
peg’ Saturday (11) evening for a five 
hour cruise, at which time the film 
will get its initial showing. 

Guests will board in time for din- 
ner, sit through the picture, with 
dancing following. Liner will go far 
enough to sea in order to permit the 
bar to be opened. 


Fox, Extras’ Lifesaver 


Hollywood, March 6. 
‘Warrior’s Husband’ at Fox saved 
the day for extras last week, being 
responsible for about half of the 3,- 
759 placements, Still this did not 
prove of much help to the regular 
run of extras, since Central Casting 


was forced to go outside of the reg- 
ular ranks in order to fulfill the re- 
quirements of ‘Warrior’s Husband.’ 

The picture used crowds of. girls 
over five foot eight inches; men un- 
der five feet and young footballers 
over six feet. 








a. 





Cukor’s ‘Dinner’ 


Hollywood, March 6. 

Confirming ‘Variety’s’ story print- 
ed four weeks ago, George Cukor 
will direct ‘Dinner at Eight’ for 
Metro, which took it over from Jos- 
eph M. Schenck. Story will be hur- 
ried into production this week. 

Frances Marion has been working 
on the script preparation. 





Tamara Geva for Films 


Gregory Ratoff is sponsoring Ta- 
mara Geva as a film find and will 
take her to the coast for pictures. 

Ratoff is vacationing east with his 


wife, Eugenie lLeontovich, who's 
currently in ‘20th Century.’ Ratoff 


is under RKO contract. 





Team Pallette-Catiett 


Hollywood, March 6. 
Eugene Pallette and Walter Cat- 
lett will be teamed in a series of 


Cabanne Broke, Owing 


$10,000, Majority in 
Loans from Film Mob 


Los Angeles, March 6. 

Going into bankruptcy to the tune 
of over $10,000, Christy Cabanne 
listed less than $500 in assets. Most 
of his creditors are friends in the 
picture colony who loaned him 
money. 

Those named in the schedule are: 
Fred Niblo, $350; Raoul Walsh, $200; 
Henry King, $150; William K. Ho- 
ward, $75; Walter Morosco, $100; 
William Conselman, $110; Al Kauf- 
man, $100; Charles Rogers, $100; 
John M. Stahl, $100; John Ford, 
$100; Jack (Columbia) Cohn, $100; 
Bernie Hyman, $150; Hunt Strom- 
berg, $100; Cedric Gibbons, $100; 
Buddy Gillespie, $50; Bill Boyd, 
$150; Ed Mannix, $100; Robert Z. 
Leonard, $150; Tod Browning, $250; 
M. E. Greenwood, $100; Jack Con- 
way, $350; Edward Sedgwick, $100; 
Conrad Nagel, $100; Edward Suther- 
land, $50; C. D. White, $50; H. B. 
Warner, $125; Conde Nast, $400; 
Jules E. Brulator, unknown. 

Trade papers owed money are: 
‘Hollywood Reporter,’ $85; ‘Holly- 
wood Filmograph,’ $245; ‘Hollywood 
Herald,’ unknown; ‘Motion Picture 
Herald,’ $185; and ‘Film Daily,’ $1,- 
416.68. 

Beyer and MacArthur, agents, 
have $675 in commissions due. 





‘Sweepings’ Sweeps Helen 
Mack Into Studio Demand 


Hollywood, March 6. 

Following the preview of Radio’s 
‘Sweepings,’ Helen Mack got an of- 
fer of a contract from Paramount. 

Actress was brought here by Fox 
and was on that lot for a year with- 
out getting more than an occa- 
sional bit assignment. She came 
through in ‘Sweepings’ and is now 
in demand. 











shorts to be made by Phil Ryan. 
Paramount is releasing. 


Howard Returns to Radio. 


Hollywood, March 6. 
Leslie Howard will return to Ra- 
dio on a contract calling for one pic- 
ture, ‘Of Human Bondage.’ 
It’s a Somerset Maugham story; 
no director assigned as yet. 








MARILYN MILLER TEST 
Metro is testing 
for a_ studio® assignment. 
tour with 
England in a 


Her proposed 
Webb in 
from ‘Flying Colors,’ ‘Face 
sical is off. 


SINCLAIR’S ‘FOX’ BEST SELLER 
Hollywood, March 6. 

Best seller for both fiction and 

non-fiction books during February 

‘Upton Sin- 





Volume is holding up this month 
also. 


Marilyn Miller | 
Miss | 
Miller was last a Warner Bros. star. | 
Clifton | 
composite | 
revue, embracing the best numbers | 
the | 
, Music,’ and another Broadway mu- | 
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Studio Heads Favor Conservation 








Inside Ballyhoo 


An RKO higherupper noticed 
three ushers’ name plates on 
an aisle in Radio City Music 
Hall where only two should 
have been. The extraneous 
third read, ‘Mr. King Kong.’ 

It was removed. 











Mention Frank Walker 
For New Cabinet Post 


Washington, March 6. 

Frank Walker of the Comerford 
theatre circuit was’ mentioned in 
political circles here during the in- 
augural as one of several possibili- 
ties for the attorney generalship left 
vacant by the death of Senator 
Walsh. 

Walker was mentioned along with 
Hiram Johnson of California and 
Mayor Frank Murphy of Detroit as 
the three men most likely to receive 
the Roosevelt appointment. Felix 
Frankfurter of Harvard, regarded as 
a possibility in New York, was not 
considered as probable here as the 
other three. 

Walker, a son-in-law of Mike 
Comerford and the active head of 
latter’s theatre interests, is in poli- 
tics as treasurer of the Democratic 
National Committee. 

He is known to have spurned all 
offers of political appointments un- 
til now. 


Cohn Talent Hunting 


Hollywood, March 6. 

Production plans for the new sea- 
son and a talent hunt take Harry 
Cohn to New York Saturday (11). 
Jack Curtis, agent, will accompany 
the producer to make deals with 
players. 

Cohn will be east three weeks. 








Catholic Actors’ Shorts 
For $250,000 Charity 


Catholic Actors’ Guild of 
ica’s series of shorts, to be known 
as ‘Screen Vaudeville,’ has a goal 


of $250,000. Talent for these shorts 
will include members of all faiths 
rather than only Catholics, The 
C.A.G. charity fund will conduct it 
on a non-sectarian basis to help 
any needy actor. 

The 15 minute shorts will be pro- 
duced in the east. first to go in 
work March 14, under E. M. Glucks- 
man’s direction, Columbia, which 
has been making and selling the 
Lamb’s Club shorts, may distribute 
the Catholic briefies. 

Glucksman is president of Men- 
tone Productions, with Justice Co- 
halan, associated with the Catholic 
Actors’ Guild, and Gerald Griffin, 
president of the Guild, on the board 
of Glucksman’s new company. 


Amer- 





Katz Heading East 


Sam Katz returns to New York 
Thursday (9) from the Coast after 
laying plans for independent pro- 
duction, He leaves Hollywood to- 
day (Tuesday), coming most of the 
way by plane. Katz is accompanied 
by Max Gordon and John Zanft. 

While in Hollywood Katz has 
been contacting stars, directors, 
writers and others. 





MacARTHUR OFF METRO 


Charles MacArthur’s contract 
with Metro was up last week and 























Inside—Pictures ....cceee 41 so far no new deal. 
Inside—Radio ...sesseee. 22 Writer, with Metro for years, is 
ll] Legitimate ....ccccccoee 42-45 eastward bound through the Canal 
i 55 with Helen Hayes (Mrs. Mac- 
Se ee fe ee Arthur) and the Irving Thalbergs. 
PN: has bd Vineoenee aK ° 49 They arrive in New York March 
News from the Dailies... 50 13. Thalbergs sailing shortly there- 
Nike Clabe.s«secss,.. ees 49 after for Europe. 
OORUALY: scccastcssiovers 55 a; 
en < eheeniuneedepenn: Se DOC LEE ON JAUNT 
Radio Reports. «ocesecees, 36 _Dr. Joe Lee boarded the ‘Berlin’ 
Talkias @horte 14 Fk riday (3) for a 10-day cruise in the 
bed a vee eee eeeee West Indies, 
Tirnes Sauare....es. eecee 5) rr : as . 
eiaiieniins ; 97-38 The sick theatre specialist figured 
Vaude H: bg Atte a0 | he nec ded a rest after four years 
‘ 'with RKO and before getting back 
\ — ‘into action. 
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‘Variety’ Polls Execs Regarding Present 
Economic Stress 





‘ 


Hollywood, March 6. 

‘Variety’ suggested over the week- 
end to leading film executives that 
they express their opinion regard- 
ing conservation of funds during 
present crisis in industry, to the 
effect that during this period all 
persons getting $500 weekly and 
over just draw enough to cover their 
immediate needs and allow balance 
to be credited and paid them when 
industry conditions were properly 


adjusted. Among those reached 
during the Saturday and Sunday 
poll Winfield R. Sheehan said, ‘it 


would be a grand idea. Any mora- 
torium system under present con- 
ditions would not only be of im- 
measurable help to the individuals 
in the business but also to the in- 
dustry as a whole. I favor a mora- 
torium of all people getting $500 or 
more a week with some arrange- 
ment whereby they could get part of 
their salaries for immediate needs 
and allow a credit system for the 


present economic situation straight- 
ens out. It should be done.’ 

Al Kaufman admitted that Para- 
mount is already trying to map out 
something like this for their com- 
pany. He says no doubt they will 
have something to say on this early 
in the week. 

Carl Laemmle, Jr.: ‘I am heartily 
in favor of such a move, if some- 
thing like this could be worked out. 
I am sure it would if everyone in 
the industry were willing to do his 
bit at this time.’ 

Jesse Lasky observes, ‘The scheme 
sounds very feasible. I am in favor 
of it; in fact I believe it is the duty 
of everyone in the industry to co- 
operate in such a plan to keep the 
industry running until such a time 
that the present stress lets up.’ 

B. P. Schulberg, no longer a stu- 
dio head and who has three more 
pictures to make for Paramount be- 
fore going to Europe and align him- 
self with British company, said, ‘do 
not want to express opinion. Can- 
not see how it could be put over in 
view of contract obligations, It 
might allow certain contractees to 
break their contracts. It is a ques- 
tion that would take considerable 
debating.’ 


U IN NEW FACES HUNT 
FOR BUILDER-UPPERING 


Universal wants a half gozen new 
faces, preferably artists with some 
experience in legit or pictures, with 
a view to build up during the sum- 
mer. Company believes time is 
propitious for incubation of some 
new star talent. 

First for star grooming by U this 
year under new program is June 
Knight, taken from a Broadway 
musical under a five-year contract. 





John Barrymore’s Two 
For MG, Duo for Radio 


Hollywood, March 6. 

Beside his contract at Metro call- 
ing for two pictures this year, John 
Barrymore will also do a pair for 
Radio’s 1933-34 slate. 

First will be on a co-star basis 
with Katharine Hepburn, with no 
story yet in sight. 





Craig, Jr.’s Chores 


Hollywood, March 6. 

Richy Craig Jr. goes to Warners 
on a writing contract in June. Mean- 
time he’s been approached on writ- 
ing some of the Pitts-Summerville 
shorts for Universal and may do 
them in between. 

Craig is temporarily taking it easy 
at Monrovia, Calif., and will do most 
of his writing from there, unless 
finding it necessary to come into the 
studios, 


JANET GAYNOR’S DIVORCE SUIT 


Los Angeles, March 6. 


From authentic reports, Janet 
Gaynor will file suit for divorce 
upon reopening of Superior court 
tomorrow against Lydel Peck, Fox 
producer. 

Bob Sisk Laid Up 

Bob Sisk, pub and ad chief of 

RKO, will be laid up with arthritis 


of the knee for another fortnight. 
He's been confined home two 


for 





weeks, 


balance until the picture industry's» 
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Industry Moratorium at Glance 





if and when necessary. 


usually good business this week. 


the b. o. the next day. 


Exhibs’ sinking fund proposed. 


patron accommodation. 


Box offices floated some ready cash for week-end pay rolls. 
No production shutdown, as yet, despite legal out on contracts, 


Theatres must stay open for liquid cash realization. 
Grosses dented nationally, although some keys paced for un- 


Moratorium, dating from Michigan's first bank holiday, repre- 
sents $1,000,000 a day loss, for 14 days, at the cinema box offices. 

Strictly cash intra-trade rule invoked. 
changes to extend credit for one day’s film rental and collect from 


Showmen dizzy generally from too much cash, as well as lack of 
it. Banks’ closing heightens burglary element. 


Barter idea, also tabs, checks and | O U’s, a national practice for 


Scrip salvation to end all headaches—maybe! 


Later modified for ex- 











Poison Tragedy 
Points Censars 
In Mass. to Pix 


Boston, March 6. 

Stricter film censorship than ever 
in the much censored state of 
Massachusetts impends as a result 
of a strange death by poisoning in 
Peabody, Mass., near this city. 
Authorities somehow figured the 
case as having a film scenario back- 
ground because details of the mur- 
der or suicide are believed by them 
to resemble a situation shown in a 


Peabody picture house by a recent 
film. 

Result is a statewide movement to 
force elimination of all murder, sui- 
cide and other violent death scenes 
from pictures, also to ban gangster 
and similar films altogether. Sen- 
timent among censors who hopped 
on the Peabody case as an example, 
is that pictures tend to influence the 
public and in some instances induce 
the more impressionable to imitate 
what they see on the screen. 

In the Peabody case William J. 
Costello, a well-known fire cap- 
tain, was found dead last week from 
cyanide poisoning. It appeared at 
first to be suicide, but the possi- 
bility of murder is being investi- 
gated. 

That cyanide of potassium can- 
nei be taken or administered with- 
out leaving burns in the mouth, un- 
less properly mixed, and as Capt. 
Costello was unmarked, led police 
to check back. They found that 
‘Payment Deferred,’ a Metro picture 
which recently was exhibited in 
Peabody, showed how cyanide can 
be purchased without a prescription 
and administered without chances of 
outward detection. 

The fire captain’s 31-year-old 
wife admitted having purchased cy- 
anide at a local drug store, along 
with oxalic acid, and that she used 
a mixture of the two poisons for 
cleaning. 


EXTRAS FIRST BEING 
ASKED IF CHECKS O.K. 


Los Angeles, March 6. 


Payment of extras by studios has 
been by check up to Monday, with 
the exception of Metro, which paid 
in cash up to and including Sunday 
night, when a large set was used in 
a downtown department store. 
Metro doesn’t know how it will pay 
from now on. 

At Warners and Radio extras are 
not even given checks from now on, 
being told to hang on to their talent 
vouchers until some method is found 














COAST FILM RELIEF 
FUNDS CARRYING ON 


Hollywood. March 6. 

Motion Picture Relief Fund is con- 
tinuing to aid 2,000 or more needy 
who receive help weekly from or- 
ganization. Food is being taken 
care of by orders, with checks given 
for rent. 

Organization is attempting to get 
the banks to give money for petty 
cash box. Fund pays out around 


$2,500 weekly for care of unem- 
ployed and sick. 

Stage hands union with its relief 
fund tied up in bank finds itself 
unable to continue aiding its mem- 
bers who are in want. With so few 
of its members working, no emerg- 
ency fund can be created. 

Musicians’ union, while pinched 
for ready cash, is continuing dis- 
tribution of checks to those of its 
members depending on relief fund. 


GROSS 7% HAS STUDIOS 
WINKING AT AD TIEUPS 


Hollywood, March 6. 

Picture companies which for a 
while frowned on any type of com- 
mercial tie-up are now encourag- 
ing those which give them a cut in 
the business, as well as a publicity 
break for the films. 

Particularly is this true in the 
case of tie-ins with women’s dress 
concerns, which are putting out 
lines of gowns under the names of 
certain femme stars, for which the 
film companies get a rake-off of 5% 
of the gross business. 

In some cases the dress designs 
are done by the studio designer and 
are generally copies of garments 
used in certain pictures. 


A ‘Rough’ Idea 


Maybe a new high for modern 
times is Mare Connolly’s notion of 
what picture rights to his play 
‘Green Pastures’ are worth. Con- 
nolly says he wants $250,000. 

Connolly was approached by a 
picture company last week on film 
rights, with that figure quoted and 
all deals off pronto from that mo- 
ment on. 


aa Hearst’s Berth 


Hollywood, March 6. 
George Hearst, son of William 
Randolph, will be appointed assist- 
ant secretary of the navy. 
He is well known around the film 
colony. 























FOR NEW TALENT 
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IF STARS WALK, | 
OK, SAY EXECS 


All in Line to Cut Overhead 
—Means a Windfall for 
Development of New 
F aces— Temperamental 
Walkouts Almost Wel- 
comed 


——__ 


ALL TALENT PACTS OFF 





Filmdom’s financial mentors have 
called a truce among the companies 
in signing new contracts. Figure 
it’s ithe one way to get salaries 
down, especially at the studios. 
Anybody can walk or stick, if and 
when so willing, under this new 
armistice. There will be no further 
gentlemen’s agreements among the 
producers on the point. 

It’s the individual company’s look- 
out if signing anybody at too high 
a salary, and it’s to be the player’s 
own responsibility if walking out of 
a contract. However, while con- 
tracts exist, the companies will live 
up. 

What has spurred the bankers to 
impel the producers towards such 
an outlook is the fact that none of 
the so-called gentlemen's agree- 
ments have ever been supported in 
the real sense of the word by the 
producers themselves. 

So far as the bankers are con- 
cerned, the more walkouts of high 
salaried people, the better, under 
existing conditions, as that may be 
one of the few ways the studio 
overhead will get a material cut. 
Therefore, the moratorium on any 
anti-raiding pact is regarded as a 
constructive angle in the present 
reorganization period. 

Doors Wide Open 

The new attitude is an official ban 
on temperament, and without much 
say-so it applies to the biggest and 
the smallest. The doors are wide 
open for the disgruntled to walk. 

This truce on producer pacts fol- 
lowed another recent attempt by 
major company heads to get to- 
gether on talent raids in New York. 
With receiverships and other re- 
construction moves awaiting the in- 
dustry, that looked like so much 
wasted effort to the bankers, espe- 
cially in view of past experiences 
which has shown such agreements 
as never sticking. 

Another angle which the financial 
mentors figure is that an open door 
policy, this way, will impel the 
studios and producers generally to 
concentrate on developing younger 
talent, consistently, to replace the 
walkouts any time. 


Critic’s ‘Mosts’ 


Minneapolis, March 6. 


In a list of ‘superlatives of 1933’, 
Merle Potter, ‘Journal’ film editor 
and critic, singled out nine-year-old 
Karol Kay, in ‘Second Hand Wife’, 
as ‘the actress giving the most 
pleasing performance so far this 
year.’ 

Other of Potter’s ‘superlatives’ in- 
clude Myrna Loy and Lee Tracy as 
the actress and actor making the 
most progress; ‘State Fair’ the best 
all-around entertainment; the fun- 
niest scene, Eddie Cantor fighting 
the bull in ‘The Kid From Spain’; 
the best single performances, John 
Barrymore in ‘Topaze’ and E. G. 
Robinson in ‘Silver Dollar’; best 











Metro Testing 2 Legits | 
And Contracts Morgan 


to liquidate them. 

At Radio all talent was question Hollywood, March 6. | 
im advance if they wanted to work Donald Meek, here with ‘Of Thee | 
on that basis, with no refusals./| I Sing,’ is being tested by Metro for 
Reason both studios are discontinu- |part in ‘Dinner at Eight.” Same | 
ing issuing of checks is because |company is also testing Nelson | 
money hasn’t arrived from east yet| Eddy, picture house m. c., cast for | 
and they would be overdrawn if|lead in ‘Maiden Cruise’ by Radio | 
they continued. for long term contract at Culver | 


studios—Paramount, 
are continuing 


Remaining 
Fox and Columbia 
issuing bank checks. 








contract. 


City plant. | 
Metro gave Frank Morgan a term 


} 


| melodrama, ‘Crime of the Century’; 
most popular comedy, ‘They Just 
Had to Get Married’; most dis- 
cussed picture, ‘Sign of the Cross’; 


most discussed short, ‘The Wonder 
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Unanimous 





Hollywood, March 6. 
Overheard through the tran- 
som of every writer's office at 


Metro. 
‘. . .and then Gable walks 


in.’ 











Danny Ahearn Sees a 
He-Man of H’wood 
Perfuming for Bed 


Hollywood, March 6. 

Dear Hatchet-Ears: 

Well, here I am in Hollywood, 
giving the place the big OO and 
handling my share of laughs. The 
biggest yell of all is one of these 
supposedly tough He-men—you 
know, the type what always plays 
heavy gangster roles. Mentioning 
no names, let me tell you how this 
bird goes to sleep. It opened my 
glims to the eyebrows. Here is what 
I witnessed: . 

First the He-man’s valet removed 
his coat and unlaced his shoes for 
him. Then he brought the star's 
red, white and blue pajamas and 
robe to match, laying them where 
Mr. Bigtimer could lay his mitts on 
them easily. 

What a chuckle I enjoyed with 
myself when he disrobed himself 
from his clothing. He had a build 
that needed more pads than a piano 
truck. 

Then he invited me to take a peek 
at his wonderful bathroom. 

‘Hey, what are you doing with all 
those bottles,’ I asked him, as he 
started to pour a lot of perfume 
into his bath. 

‘Oh, the studio wants me to use 
all these nice smelling bath salts 
and things,’ he replied. ‘You see, I 
have a large following of women 
throughout the world!’ 

‘And you must go through all 
that,’ I asked. 

‘Uh huh,’ he murmured. 

Then he stepped out and dried 
his skimpy frame. What a beat- 
ing that big powder puff got as he 
doused himself with perfumed talc- 
um. Before he left the bathroom, 
he also smeared his face with cold 
cream. 

I ankled out and grabbed my 
overcoat and was about to say 
‘Goodnight, Cutie,’ for he looked set 
for bed and plenty horrible. 

This is the same guy that has 
dames floating around stage doors 
seeking his photos. 

Oh, yes, he didn’t forget to press 
his ears close to the sides of his 
head then told the valet to put on 
the adhesive tape. 

Nice boy, don’t you think? And 
after it was all said and done, he 
turned to me and claimed that it 
was in his contract. 

Yours for bigger and better tee- 
hee men. Danny. 








Lubitsch’s Noel Coward 
Confab Over ‘Design’ 


Paramount has completed a deal 
for film rights to ‘Design for Liv- 
ing,’ Noel Coward's Broadway stage 
play. Contract won't be signed, 
however, until Coward and Ernst 
Lubitsch talk it over. Lubitsch is 
to direct the film, if and when the 
deal goes through, and Coward 
wants to talk over casting and other 
details before giving in. 

Reputed sale figure is understood 
about $50,000. Coward got 


to be 


twice that amount for ‘Cavalcade’ 
from Fox. 

Lubitsch arrived in New York 
Saturday (4) for the sole purpose 


of looking at the play in New York 





and conferring on the matter with 


| Girl’, and the biggest surprise, the 

| public’s reception of ‘The Animal | Coward. 

Kingdom’, Frederic March is understood to 
As ‘the greatest disappointments,’ | be Lubitsch’s idea of one of the two 

Potter lists ‘Tonight Is Ours’ and; male leads, though there's no 

‘The Son-Daughter’. He calls ‘Hello| knowledge as to who he has in mind 

Everybody’ the ‘flattest failure.’ The] for the other man or the woman. 


He will also discuss with M. HF. 


‘roughest picture’ is ‘Hot Pepper’ | 
j}and the picture with ‘the most gore’| Aylesworth a new show idea for 
he terms ‘The Sign of the Cross.’ | Rudio City. 


Hollywood Can't Play Bridge, Too 
Virtuous, Culbertson’s New Plait 


‘ 


Hollywood, March 6. 

Ely Culbertson, the bridge expert, 
is still telling Hollywood where to 
get off. His latest diatribes were 
on the ‘Hollywood on the Air’ pro- 
gram Friday (5) over NBC. 
‘Outside of very bad 0bridge, 
Hollywood is suffering from an ag- 
gravated case of inferiority complex, 
all along the line,’ he said. ‘An- 
other remarkable thing about Holly- 
wood is that it is probably the most 
virtuous place in the world. I have 
never seen such a colossal concen- 
tration of virtue confined in such 
a small spot.’ 

He attributes this co the newspa- 
per and magazine correspondents, 
who are in reality public censors 
and moralists. Only ones left, he 
claims, that sport big cars and liv- 
eried chauffeurs are the foreign 
celebs. 

He told more about that Marx 
Brothers challenge, and said he now 
refuses to play them until they get 
a reputation beating Wheeler and 
Woolsey. Only fair bridge players 
among the names, he claimed, are 
Bebe Daniels and Marion Davies. 

He first crossed swords with Ra- 
dio on the making of his shorts, he 
told his air listeners-in, when they 
titled his first one ‘The Gila Mon- 
ster.’ When he asked for a reason 
it was explained that it was ‘very 
funny,’ being a play on words. He 
said he didn’t like the title of the 
second short either. They had 
dubbed this one ‘Ely—you lie—in 
July,’ and wanted to make it a mu- 
sical. 


STUDIOS THUMBS-DOWN 
DIRT PRESS SERVICES 


Hollywood, March 6. 
Publicity committee of the Proe- 
ducers Association composed of em- 
ployees of major companies has 
banned six publications and news 
services with thumbs down on the 








following. 
No cooperation is to be accorded 
representatives of a newspaper 


called ‘Philadelphia Briefs’. No co- 
operation in any way with Al Ford 
and ‘The Question Mark’ publica- 
tion. No cooperation whatever to 
Arch Woody and Dan Barry of ‘The 
Hollywood Peep-Hole Magazine,’ 
local dirt sheet. None to Melvin A. 
Wise of Allied News Service, or 
Clifford Robertson and Ed Neise of 
the ‘Coast’ or to Bill Swigart of his 
Hollywood News Service. 

Also no cooperation is to be given 
the film exhibit on Steel Pier at At- 
lantic City as this exhibit is a con- 
cession and in direct competition to 
theatres. 


McLaglen’s Legit 


Manny Seff left New York for the 
coast Friday (3) after a week’s va- 
cash in New York. He goes back 
to Paramount on a writing contract. 

While in New York Seff talked 
to Whitaker Ray, legit producer, 
about his play, ‘American Plan’, 
which Ray is to produce pronto. 
Talk of Victor McLaglen handling 
the lead in the piece although the 
deal may not go through because 
of McLaglen’s $2,500 a week de- 
mand. 











MAE WEST’S FUTURE 


Two to Go for Par—Trying to Make 
‘Sex’ Acceptable 








Mae West has only two more to 
go under her present contract for 
Paramount, following which a new 
deal will probably be made. 

She's trying to sapolio her initial 
| freak stage success, ‘Sex,’ to get 
l|around the Haysian taboo, similar 
j to Diamond Lil’ emerging as ‘She 
| Done Him Wrong.’ 
| Incidentally, Mae West, like the 
Gable complex on the Metro lot, has 


st every Par scribe trying te 


a yarn, 


almo 


jue with 
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Coast Ready to Invoke Loophole 
For Shutdown, Restrained by East; 


Production Life Blood of Trade 


Hectic studio conclaves, far into 
last night and into early this morn- 
ing, on the proposition of shutting 
down production were discounted by 
New York film heads. 

Hollywood, seemingly chiefly con- 
cerned with when the ghost walks, 
ex,.ecssed its west coast isolation on 
economic matters with intra-studio 
confabs all ‘through Monday on 
what and when funds would become 
available to carry on production and 
meet pay rolls. The box on the op- 
posite page is a symposium of the 
moneys that are scheduled to be de- 
frayed all this week. Of this the 
RKO payroll is the ‘short’ budget, 
as the major portion is disbursed 
next Wednesday (15). 

The coast, in anticipation of a 
production moratorium, had ascer- 
tained from legal authority that it 
had a perfect technical out when 
and if so deciding, under emer- 
gency stress provisos. The clause 
is quoted at length herewith. 

Up until ‘Variety’ press time last 
night, necessity for studio or the- 
atre shutdowns was minimized. 

Theatres most obviousl: must be 
kept open for liquid funds. Next in 
importance is distribution, i.e. ex- 
changes. 

East concedes intentions of some 
studios to shut down around this 
time. The financial situation may 
hasten it, of course. In this respect 
the eastern film heads also concede 
they must be guided in a measure 
by the studios’ recommendations. 

Up until last night (Monday) the 
studios favored the shutdown idea, 
but concurred with the east that 
Congressional action, called for spe- 
cial session on Thursday, would de- 
termine the entire scheme of things. 

If, as elsewhere reported, national 
scrip is legalized that will solve the 
currency problem for theatre box- 
offices. It will mean a normalcy 
that would be governable, as here- 
tofore, chiefly by competitive values 
at the box-offices. It would also 
solve the payroll problems. 

Regional scrip, and the problem 
of exchange, would complicate mat- 
ters. Put with Washington ex- 
pected to legalize scrip for negotia- 
bility in every state of the union, it 
would simplify the problem. 

With it would come a solution of 
any studio production worries as 
the theatres would have to be fed 
fresh film just the same. It may 
mean perhaps a minimization of 
production should certain keys find 
the surplusage of theatres closed. 
This, in itself, is seen as a general 
windfall for the industry, as it 
would perk up the remaining box- 
offices, in general. 





Coast’s Out 


Hollywood, March 6. 

Producers have been advised by 
lawyers that they can take advan- 
tage of paragraph 16 of studio con- 
tract with stars and writers that 
gives studios the right during times 
of stress to suspend contracts on 
account of situations similar to this. 
The average contract calls for a 12- 
week suspension in some instances. 
However, this clause has been 
changed to six and eight weeks. 

Closing Clause 

The clause of the contract fol- 
lows: ‘In the event that during any 
period of employment hereunder the 
corporation is prevented from or 
materially hampered in producing, 
distributing, or exhibiting motion 
pictures for any period of time by 
any governmental regulation, ordi- 
nance, or law, or by the issue of 
any executive order of any govern- 
mental authority, effective whether 
studio or location, at which the ar- 
tist is rendering his services here- 
under is located, or is so prevented 
or hampered by reason of epi- 
demic, fires, strike, act of God, 
labor conditions, acts of the public 
enemy, war, or any other cause be- 
yond control of the corporation, or 
if for any reason whatsoever a m2- 
jority of the motion picture the- 


atres in the United States of Amer- 


ica shall be closed for a period of 
one week or more, the corporation 
may suspend the production of mo- 
tion pictures and suspend the serv- 
ices of the artists hereunder for 


such time as such conditions shall | 


exist; but in no event for more than 
12 weeks. 
employment, the corporation shall 


(Continued on page 26) 











And So to Bed 





Hollywood, March 6. 
Day after Ruth Chatterton 
broke two fingers when she 


jammed her hand via an auto 
door she appeared at Warners 
for a scene in ‘Lily Turner’, 
ealling for her to do a cootch 
dance, 

Execs figured that she 
couldn’t do justice to the torso 
wriggling, due to pain from 
her injuries, and as she looked 
under the weather they decided 
to move one of the sequences 
up. So she was put to bed for 
the hospital sequence in which 
she is supposed to have a 
child, 


Metro Production Goes 
On Just the Same 


Hollywood, March 6. 
Despite conditions, Metro definite- 
ly starts Thursday on production of 
‘The Chaser,’ with Madge Evans 
cast opposite Lee Tracy in leads, 
and Jack Conway directing. 


THEATRE CASH 
SURPLUS A 
PROBLEM 


Theatres were taking various pre- 
cautions in protection of cash. 
Loew issued orders that managers 
and staffs should not hang around 
theatres, coming in just as show 
went on and getting out minute it 
was over, so that houses could be 

















BWAY B.O. CASH 
MEETS PAYROLL 


The Broadway boxoffices provided 
funds to cash payroll checks around 
New York Saturday. Circuits called 
on their Broadway theatres for 
ready cash when the banks tied up 
funds, 

Fox payrolls were partially met 
via the Gaiety boxoffice (‘Caval- 
cade’), Fox paying off Friday to 
everybody up to $25; and 50% checks 
on salaries between $25 and $100. 


The ghost didn’t walk for the over- 
$100 payrollees. 

Paramount theatre fed some ready 
cash when the Chemical Bank, Par’s 
depository, had its funds tied up. 
Loew-Metro paid off in full; others 
provided for partial liquid cash. 

Irving Trust Co., Times Square 

branch at 49th and 7th avenue, along 
with the only other two chain banks 
in New York, the Corn Exchange 
and Central Hanover ignored the 
banking holiday, and met payroll 
checks of its depositors up until 
noon Saturday. That midtown 
branch of the Irving Trust has quite 
a few theatrical depositors. 
Incidentally, the show-minded 
amusement interests were highly 
impressed by the excellent show- 
manship of these banking institu- 
tions alone ignoring the moratorium 
and providing cash to all demanders 
on Saturday. 
Legit boxoffice men who usually 
leave their cash in the night deposi- 
tories of the banks for safekeeping 
until the next banking day, found 
themselves with some more ready 
cash through Friday night’s receipts 
not being deposited the following 
day (Saturday) as the banks were 
ruled closed. However, most banks 
literally observed Gov. Lehman’s 
closing order and didn’t permit ac- 
cess within the banking offices, 
either to safe deposit boxes or other- 
wise, and so that money was un- 
available. Some legit theatres which 
cached currency in safety boxes, 
just in case, likewise, on Saturday, 
couldn’t get to their liquid resources. 
However most were able to pay off 
via the boxoffice receipts. This on 
the other hand, mitigated against 
whatever refunds became necessary, 
as with ‘Melody’ at the Casino the- 
atre where George White told re- 
fundees that the cash was utilized 
to pay off the house staff, hence re- 
funds had to be refused. 


RETAKES FOR ‘GABRIEL’ 
MAKE IT DOWN TO DATE 


Hoywood, March 6. 
Metro will retake the finish of 
‘Gabriel Over the White House’ to- 
;day (Monday) to build up the cli- 
max with material relative to the 











| bank holiday. Figured to put added 


' 
;} punch in story and bring it strictly 
ito date, 


As a preliminary, studio camera- | 


jmen shot the line at the at 
off Saturday. All signs 


140 pay- 


ln Alcas ‘ 
MGiC“aung 


| that it was Metro studio and nut a 
During such a period of | park 


not be liable to the artist for a 


were covered and studiso 
cleaned up a bank mob scene with- 
out handing out checks for extra 
work. 


locked up when patronage wasn’t 
around. 


Theatres immediately prepared to 
get rid of cash coming into box of- 
fices by discharging bills. Arrange- 
ments were made in some cases 
with distributors who came in even 
on Sunday (5) to take out film 
rental. Other theatres, notably 
Paramount, N. Y., had express com- 
panies with armored cars take cash 
surplus out of box offices for storing 
in vaults. 

One of the difficulties experienced 
early Saturday (4) on top of bank 
holiday was ways and means of 
making change. Quarters, dimes 
and nickels were in high demand, 
with theatre managers finding it 
hard to locate enough small silver 
to get by on until enough poured 
into box offices. 

People with large bills were 
storming theatres, but with box 
offices unwilling unless tickets were 
purchased, many were buying an 
admission just to get the change. 
Railroad stations found people 
doing the same, presenting bills as 
high as $1,000 denominations to buy 
a ticket to Newark that wouldn’t be 
used. 

Paying Bille Fast 


With all chain theatres virtually 
on a cash basis, current obligations 
are being paid out of receipts. If 
not enough in box offices, theatres 
will default on bills or checks to 
cover will be issued. In most in- 
stances theatres have been advised 
to send any surplus on end of en- 
gagements into home offices by ex- 
press or postal money orders. 
Paramount Publix immediately 
issued orders that all checks must 
clear through New York Clearing 
House, which would mean no pay- 
ment in other town or city until 
checks had cleared in New York. 
This will necessitate some delays 
after checks are presented when out 
of town. 


REFUSES C. 0. D., FWC 
BICYCLES WB PRINT 


Los Angeles, March 6. 


Refusing to take up a C.O.D. 
print of ‘Lawyer Man’ from the 
Ritz, a Fox West Coast house 
bicycled the picture from the cir- 
cuit’s Boulevard. 

Complaint made by exchange to 
film board of trade for adjudication. 


Found an Out 


Hollywood, March 6. 
Eddie Small found an out for an 
end to his publicity campaign to 
effect he would make ‘Shanghai 
: Gesture’ for United Artists release 
| through his Reliance company. He 
| blamed it on the moratorium, stat- 
ing due to shortage of finances the 
picture is out. 
Archie Mayo was to have directed 
|}and Lenore Ulric publicized ag the 
| star. 
| Hays organization claimed the 
picture would never be made, 




















Name Stage Band and Four-Bit Scale 





S’Too Bad 





Hollywood, March 6. 

Indie producer intending to 
make ‘Ten Nights in a Barroom,’ 
is looking for a heavy, and in- 
terviewing the known bibblers 
in the colony. 

On his first interview he 
asked: ‘Are you drinking now?’ 
In each case the answer is: 
No, I haven’t had a drop for 
years—lI’m off the stuff. 

‘Too bad,’ comes back the in- 
die. I want a real soak for this 
part.’ He’s still looking. 














49, 1. A. TAX HITS 
STUDIOS HARD 


Hollywood, March 6. 


Owing to banking troubles and the 
generally unsettled trade conditions 
which find their reflection in the 
production end, the studios will 
take a heavy slap on the Los An- 
geles city and county personal prop- 
erty tax this year. 


A 4% tax is levied on one-fourth 
of the valuation of all productions 
in the vaults or in course of shoot- 
ing as of the first Monday in March. 
In other years it has been the ob- 
jective of all companies to ship out 
of the state all completed produc- 
tions and to hold back shooting 
schedules on new work until after 
the appraisal. 


This year it was found necessary 
to rush delayed productions, and 
tax day found 28 features going 
through the works at the major 
studios at an estimated production 
cost of $7,000,000. Independent 
studios added to this seven features 
estimated to cost another $200,000. 


This will make the studio assess- 
ment around $72,000, which is far 
in excess of the figures for previous 
years, 

Only companies able to clean out 
before the count were Columbia and 
Radio, both of which got out from 
under with a minimum of work still 
on the schedule. 


CENSOR REVERSES SELF 
ON DIX ‘GREAT JASPER’ 


Baltimore, March 6. 


One of the worst censor jams in 
this town almost left the big indie 
vaudfilm Hippodrome without a 
feature to open with on Friday (3) 
when ‘Great Jasper’ (RKO), star- 
ring Richard Dix, drew the cen- 
sorial frown. Looked like the whole 
thing was going into court, with 
Izzy Rappaport, owner of the Hipp, 
ready for injunction action, when 
the censors took a right-about and 
softened up. 

Censor board, this time one Marie 
Presstman, wanted 1,300 feet of film 
cut out of the feature, which is 
about 7,500 feet total. This, Rap- 
paport refused and induced Judge 
Eugene O’Dunne to view the pic- 
ture. The judge flatly stated. he 
saw nothing wrong with the film 
and was ready to signature the in- 
junction papers. When the censor 
board realized that it would be a 
fight to the finish, they reversed 
themselves and reduced their cut 
demands to 150 feet, to which Rap- 
paport agreed. 

One of the big arguments for 
Rappaport was his proof that the 
Pennsylvania state censors, ad- 
mittedly one of the toughest in the 
country, cut only 13 feet out of the 
film. 

RKO New York film office sent 
down a special man to handle all 
cuts, 
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FIGHT OHIO TAX 


Columbus, March 6, 
Vigorous opposition to the 10% 
tax on amusements in Ohio, pro- 
posed by Gov. George White in his 





Cohen’s Coast Return 


Emanuel Cohen expects to leave 


New York the end of thia week to 
return te Hollywood, after a brief | 
Visit at the Pararmicurt in. o 

hin has een Gecuseing etories for | 
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| committee hearing on the measure. 


emergency relief bill, was regis- 
tered last week during the first 


Max Stearn, local theatre owner, 
led the opposition, declaring the- 
atres in the state would be driven 
vat of business if the tax was 
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Likely for RKO Roxy; Hall OK. as Is 


According to the latest dope, it 
is the immediate plan of Harold B, 
Franklin, directing genius of Radio 
City, to spot the RKO Roxy for 
vaude and films, under a stage band 
policy with either B. A. Rolfe or 


Guy Lombardo, at a 60-cent top, at 
the conclusion of the current ‘King 
Kong’ run. This may be in a week, 

The Palace, Broadway, may shove 
back to a subsequent straight film 
basis at a reduced scale, in fur- 
therance of this plan, although pre. 
viously there had been some talk 
of the Palace going combo again. 


Fourth Change 


It would mark the fourth change 
in policy for the RKO Roxy as the 
management continues to experi< 
ment with the operation of the 
smaller of two Radio City theatres 
until the place gets set on policy. 

The scale at the RKO Roxy, une 
der the combo plan would be similar 
to that of Loew’s State, on Broad- 
way, while the show type will be 
more on the order of what Fanchon 
& Marco is doing at the old Roxy 
under Harry Arthur’s operation. 

It is believed that the operating 
problem of Radio City, with two 
houses, would thus be solved. The 
Music Hall seenisito be sailing aléng 
okay on the current stage show pol- 
icy. The major headache in R.C, 
is the smaller of the two houses. 
Looks likely that Franklin may 
personally handle the stage book« 
ings on the RKO Roxy. 


INAUGURAL NEWSREELS 
COST REACHES $100,000 


Newsreels spent in the neighbor- 
hood of $100,000 to cover the in- 
auguration. As the result most of 
them are making Roosevelt the sole 
subject of their current national re- 
leases. Not only that but they have 
gotten out more paper and look for 
more marquee space that that al- 
lotted to the current feature picture 
in many theatres. 

As an instance of coverage effect- 
ed by major newsreels, Fox-Hearst 
had eight crews (trucks) on the job 
as well as two silent details to reach 
points where the sound wagons 
could not be navigated. 

The reels had a score of planes 
at their service, several of them 
chartering as many ag three each for 
constant round trips to the labs in 
New York. One company exposed 
as much as 30,000 feet of film. From 
this a maximum of 900 feet is being 
shipped to theatres. 

Fox-Hearst, however, is editing 
six full reels as a permanent and 
complete record of the inauguration. 
This it will consign to its archives 
as library matter, 

Only one casualty among all of 
the newsreel crews has so far been 
reported. Jesse Kizis, Fox camera- 
man, lost two fingers when he 
brushed the propeller of a blimp up 
over the Capitol taking bull's-eye 
views. Every time he completed a 
reel he ordered the pilot to swoop 
down, dropping the can to a mes- 
senger on the ground who in turn 
rushed it to one of the waiting 
planes, 











PAR’S GESTURE 


Ships Print of ‘Farewell to Arme’ as 
Courtesy to Il Duce 








Paramount shipped a print of 
‘Farewell to Arms’ specially to Mus- 
solini Saturday (4) on the Saturnia, 
Picture went in the diplomatic mail 
bag and is to be seen by the Primo 
immediately on arrtval. 

Just a gesture, the Italian repre- 
sentatives in this country having 
passed the picture after squawking 
on its being made. Now Par’s idea 
is to get the Primo’s official sanc- 
tion, although there is still no in- 
tention by Paramount to show the 
film in Italy in any form whatever, 





Yiddish Talker 


Shooting starts Wednesday (8) 
on ‘Forgotten Parents,’ Yiddish 
talker, by Leff Productions. Lazar 
Freed and Charlotte Goldstein are 
the leads, story by Isidore Lillian 
and dialog by Abraham Armand. 

Film will be recorded at the Atlas 





paseed on to the consumer. 


Long Island studios. 
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How Coast Paid Off; Some Drew on 
- Theatres; Metro's Over $3,000,000 
Transfer; MG's Oakley Mob Scene 





Hollywood, March 6. 

Metro, first studio to be con- 
fronted by the bank holiday as re- 
gards payroll, paid off in full Sat- 
urday, though only after a delay of 
several hours. All who receive $100 
or less got cash; checks for those 
getting larger salaries. 

Cash was wired here from the 
home office through the Federal Re- 
gerve bank. It is reported th t Nick 
Schenck turned into the Federal 
Reserve bank in New York some 
days ago treasury bank notes to a 
value of between $3,000,000 and 
$4,000,000. 

Metro execs announce that they 
have on hand sufficient cash to meet 
two weeks’ payroll. 

Money was brought to the lot in 
an armored car with a heavy guard 
ef ex-service men. Entrance to the 
eashier’s office was chained off and 
armed police halted any attempt 
to approach the windows before 
4:30, when the payroll was made 
up. Not having on the lot a suf- 
ficient force familiar with cash pay- 
offs, the studio borrowed several 
clerks from the local banks to as- 
gist the regular studio force. 

Pending the delay the employees 
formed a line between 300 and 400 
feet long, guarded by 14 police, all 





Studio Payrolls 





Hollywood, March 6. 

Columbia has a $40,000 pay 
roll to meet Tuesday (7). Fox 
has $150,000. 

Warner Brothers’ is $250,000 
on Wednesday. 

Metro paid off $60,000 cash 
on Saturday and will open this 
afternoon an accommodation 
window to pay cash for imme- 
diate needs of higher salaried 
people that were paid off in 
checks Saturday. 

Paramount pay roll will run 
around $250,000, due Wednes- 
day. That company has about 
$6,000 on hand in cash for 
petty needs, but none will be 
used toward salary payments. 











armed, while two plainclothes men 
stood at the payoff windows armed 
with tear gas guns. Cameras were 
trained on the crowd for use in a 
remake on ‘Gabriel Over the White 
House.’ 

Under $100 in Cash 

“All payments were by checks, but 
ail checks for $100 or less were 
cashed at another table, which was 
where the bank clerks came in. 

With New York and most other 
atates participating in the holiday, 
producers have no idea where the 
money for subsequent payrolls is 
coming from with the exception of 
Metro which has the actual cash 
for another payment. 

Cashless condition faces the Fox 
studio, whose payday is Tuesday 
(7) with Paramount and Warner 
paydays coming on Wednesday. 
Radio pays most of its employees 
on a fortnightly basis, with the next 
due a week from Wednesday (15), 
though technicians and some of the 
lesser help are on a weekly basis 
with their pay coming due this week 
(Wednesday). 

Closing of the banks here Thurs- 
day was followed by an emergency 
mecting of the executive committee 
of the Producers Ass’n on Friday 
which resulted in a virtual deadlock 
and adjournment until today (Mon- 
day), when they will meet at noon 
simultaneous with a similar meet- 
ing in New York. The two confer- 
ences will be connected by an open 
phone. 

Confronting the studios is the fact 
that Hollywood is dependent upon 
New York for salary funds with an 
average of $1,300,000 due each week 
for this purpose. 

Even if the cash could be trans- 


ferred through the usual banking 
channels producers are faced with 
the fa that up to Saturday mid- 
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Education 


Hollywood, March 6. 
No longer do you hear the 
word ‘Colossal’ in Hollywood. 
They've discovered a new 
word in Webster’s—‘Chaotic.’ 


Cooper Contract 
Up for OK; New 
22: Allvine Aide 


Hollywood, March 6. 
Merian C. Cooper has been given 
a contract by B. B. Kahane as 
vice president in charge of produc- 
tion at RKO Radio studios. 


Document has been sent to New 
York for an official okay, which 
may take several weeks. 

Cooper has appointed Glendon 
Allvine as his assistant. Allvine 
was former adv.-pub. chief for Fox 
in the east. 

With 22 pictures going in before 
June, Cooper will add three asso- 
ciate producers to his staff within 
the next few weeks. Of the 22, 
Cooper will supervise six, all of a 
novelty adventure type, with ‘Jam- 
boree’ as first. Ernest B. Schoed- 
sack will direct. 

Others of the 22 are Wheeler- 
Woolsey film; ‘Silver Cord,’ ‘Morn- 
ing Glory,’ ‘Bed of Roses,’ ‘The 
Wise Guy’ and another Richard 
Dix pic; ‘Power Man,’ ‘Emergency 
Call,’ ‘Little Women,’ ‘Little Clown 
Lost,’ Giants of the Deep.’ 














WESCO FORECLOSURE 
BY CHASE LOOKS SURE 


It is regarded as certain, in the 
east, that Chase will foreclose on 
the Wesco Corporation, controlling 
parent company of Fox West Coast, 


when Wesco’s $15,000,000 6% notes 
fall due around April 1. Such a 
foreclosure is regarded as routine 
and as a protective measure for the 
bondholders as represented through 
Chase. It probably will not affect 
the F-WC receivership operation. 

Foreclosure will have no effect on 
connection with Fox Film. 

The foreclosure, however, will 
privilege Chase to have some voice 
in any reorganization plan which 
Wesco, through F-WC may under- 
take for the latter company. Wesco 
is not an operating company, al- 
though it stands as guarantor on 
some leases held by F.-WC. Fox 
West Coast, which is in receiver- 
ship, is the operating company. 

Wesco, also is the original pur- 
chasing company for Fox, of the 
Hoyt’s Australian chain, but 
whether Wesco is still fixed as the 
parent company of Hoyt’s_ isn’t 
known, since Hoyt’s is now merged 
with the Williamson & Tait hold- 
ings in the island continent. 








Milwaukee, March 6. 
First meeting of creditors of the 
bankrupt Midwesco Theatres, Inc., 
former F-WC subsid, is scheduled 
for March 15. 





LAEMMLE’S STAY BRIEF 

Carl Laemmle will not remain in 
New York as long as anticipated, 
probably returning next week after 


only a three-week sojourn. 
Siezgmund Moos, Jack Ross, his 
secretary, and the rest of the 

Laemmk entourage which came 


east with him will go back to Cal- 
ifornia, 








FOX REGIME 





KENT ABSOLUTE, 
HAS OWN BOARD 


Bank-Dominated Finance 
Committee Disbanded— 
Vanderbilt, Brush, Other 
Wall Street Reps Step 
Down—Tinker, Rowland, 
Michel, Towell New 
Money Chiefs 


SENATOR HASTINGS IN 


Chase Bank has moved out of Fox 
and Sidney R. Kent is now in abso- 
lute charge as the company opera- 
tion and directorate has shed every 
bank representative and disbanded 


the company finance committee. 
Instead the company, under Kent, 
will have a management board com- 
posed of actual operators of the 
business and an Executive Commit- 
tee composed similarly. 

The change occurred at the Board 
session held last week in the down- 
town offices of Chase. Not only has 
Winthrop W. Aldrich, president of 
Chase, relinquished his post as 
chairman of the finance committee 
of the Fox company, but he also has 
stepped out as a director. 

Cornelius Vanderbilt, Matthew 
Brush and C. E. Richardson, other 
Chase reps, have also stepped down. 

The new Executive Committee, 
which replaces the finance commit- 
tee, is headed by Kent himself, and 
includes among others E. R. Tinker, 
W. C. Michel, Richard Rowland and 
Sidney Towell. 

G. T. E. Gets Look-in 

Succeeding Aldrich is U.S. Sena- 
tor Daniel O. Hastings of Delaware, 
receiver for General Theatres. Spot- 
ting of Sen. Hastings on the Fox 
board means that G.T.E. is now 
represented directly in Fox film af- 
fairs as the principle stockholder of 
that company. 

Sidney Towell, comptroller of Fox 
film, and William Eadie, assistant 
comptroller, are among the new di- 
rectors on what is called Kent's 
management. directorate. Richard 
Rowland also was made a director, 
as was Felix Jenkins, of the legal 
division, who also is assistant sec- 
retary of the company. 

No mention is made of David 
Bruce, son-in-law of Andrew Mel- 
lon, former U. S. Secretary of the 
Treasury under Hoover. Harley 

(Continued on page 34) 
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Ouch! 





St. Paul, March 6. 

Gag of local theatricals is 
Publix, with Strand, its down- 
town dark house,’ standing 
plastered with opposish RKO 
and ‘Cavalcade’ 24-sheets. 

Publix lacked the dough to 
cover the walls with their own 
posters. 


Theatre Closing 
Costs Dearly in 
Neighbors Values 


Minneapolis, March 6. 

How terrifically property values 
in the vicinity are shattered when a 
large theatre is closed is strikingly 
illustrated in the case of the 4,200- 
seat Publix Minnesota here. Before 
this house went dark a large auto- 
mobile parking space opposite to it 
rented for $3,000 a month. Today, 
a year later, the rent for the same 
lot is $300 a month, 

The parking space formerly 
charged 25c and was always crowd- 
ed. Now it’s doing a slim business 
at a dime a car. Store rentals in 
the same neighborhood have dropped 
from $300 and $400 a month to $100 
and $150. 


GOLDWYN SAILS WHEN 
PROD. PLANS ALL SET 


Sam Goldwyn’s departure for Eu- 
rope in about three weeks, for a 
vacash, depends on the completion 
of details for his next two pictures. 

Goldwyn, Arthur Hornblow, Jr., 
and several others of his staff are 
now talking over the next Eddie 
Cantor picture and a starter for 
Anna Sten. Hornblow will go to 
the Coast when Goldwyn sails. 

Lynn Farnol, Goldwyn exploiter, 
will remain in New York to see 
‘Masquerader’ started on its key 


























city openings. 


National Moratorium Favoralily 
Regarded As It Will Unify Scrip 
Payments for Entire Film Industry 


+ ee 


The national moratorium saved 
filmdom. Two weeks of sporadic 
moratoria ran up a national gross 


decline of approximately $14,000,000 
The industry over the week end set 
this Thursday as its deadline for 
final action. In the interim its 
greatest hope and confidence is that 
Washington will approve Federal 
Reserve scrip. If this is done, in- 
dications yesterday (Monday) were 
that the industry will this week 
meet sufficient of its total payroll 
to avert crippling of the business as 
a whole. 

Late Monday afternoon the in- 
dustry—distribution and boxoffice— 
agreed to deal in scrip. S. R. Kent, 
Clarke O'Reilly and Dave Palfry- 
man of the Hays office organized 
the movement on scrip. 

Eyes of all film heads were to- 
ward Washington yesterday (6). De- 
velopments over the week end from 
the Capitol were such that Will 
Hays decided against calling the 
morning session of his directorate 
which originally was planned to be 
hooked up by telephone with a ses- 
sion of studio representatives taking 
place simultaneously on the west 
coast. 

The western session, however, re- 
mained scheduled. It will be guided 








How New York 


H. O's Paid Off 





Partly Cash, Rest 


by Check—Theatres’ 


Ready Funds a Help Over Week-End 





Payrolls of major companies 
which up to last night (Monday) 
had not been met in full or at all 
on pay days scheduled were those 
of Fox Film, Columbia and Publix 
Theatres Corp. In the case of Co- 
lumbia, which pays off on Satur- 
days, it was forced through declara- 
tion of a bank holiday to pay off in 
cash, with 25% of pay dug up for 
some personnel and up to 50% for 
others. 

Publix recently hag been paying 
off weekly on Saturdays though 
previously pay day had been every 
other Tuesday. Company passed up 
payroll Saturday (4) but yesterday 
(Monday) decided to pay off today 
(Tuesday) by check. 

Paramount theatre, New York, 
and other Publix houses paid off as 
usual out of receipts at end of last 
week's engagements, whether 
Wednesday (1), Thursday or Fri- 


day. Other chain theatres did the 
same, 
Fox on Friday, pay day in that 


company, paid $25 salaries in full, 
50% of salary of those earning from 
25 to $100 and suspended payroll 
on salaries over $1090. 


- 


Many persons were left without 


immediate funds not only through 
failure of payrolls to come through 
but as a result of the bu nking mora- 
torium over weekend. To P-P 
people who are paid cff every two 
weeks, the situation was just that 
much worse, 

RKO also pays off twice a month, 
first and 15th. It met its last pay- 
roll for the h.o. The RKO theatres, 
as with all other theatres of chains, 
pay off out of receipts or reserve 
after each week's engagement. 

Warner Bros. met its payroll in 
full Thursday and Friday, while 
Universal took care of its salary 
outgo Wednesday (1). 

30th Metro United 


and Artists 


Friday (3). 


On that date before payrolls were 





taken care of, the Hays’ office had | 
}a@ meeting on the financial situation 
|; but with agreement that each com- | 
| pany would make its own decision 


ag to payrolls, other immediate 


j ligations and whether there was to 
} be suspension in whole or part, if at 
ball 


1B) | 


discharged payrolls as scheduled on | 


solely by attitudes of the east. In 
fact, it is revealed, the purpose of 
that session is more to study eastern 
reports rather than the immediate 
situation in the _ picture plants. 
Whatever decisive moves affecting 
the industry that are made will be 
inspired and executed by and from 
the east. 

A definite program by Hays will 
be presented to his board when he 
decides to call it together. This 
will be shaped, it was stated au- 
thoritatively Monday, almost solely 
upon Washington's plans for indus- 
try as a whole. 

Haysites Cheerful 

Organization spokesmen with an 
inside at the Capitol expressed con- 
fidence Monday that the final Wash- 
ington dictum will be such that 
funds may be transported from state 
to state by means of the Federal 
reserve system. They were equally 
as confident that a complete banking 
bill is now being drafted; that it will 
be adopted unanimously by Con- 
gress at its Thursday session, and 
that the banking law, relieving all 
present tension and uncertainty will 
be in effect before the end of this 
week. 

If this is borne out then virtually 
all major industry payrolls will be 
met this week, closing of theatres 
will be kept to a minimum, which 
will be temporary, and exchanges— 
the main channels of industry com- 
merce—will be kept open. 

While Thursday of this week 
therefore is regarded as a definite 
deadline for filmdom—one that will 
either witness virtual complete 
functioning, as in normal times, or 
one that will close down home of- 
fices, studios and theatres—the Hays 
office was hopeful on Monday that 
today (7) scrip will make its ap- 
pearance on a national basis. If 
within the next few days that scrip 
gets the Reserve signature then the 
main current problem to distributors 
will be obviated. 

Regional Scrip Problems 

Regional scrip, that kind which 
is honored only in territories where 
it is issued, will be a more serious 
blow to filmdom than to any other 
industry, it is claimed. 

Fast movement of money in pic- 
tures, like the St. Louis exchange 
turning into New York which in 
| turn pays California, makes regional 
scrip nearly valueless to national 
| functions of pictures. If this should 





' be the case, however, the industry 
is prepared to ask its exchanges to 
recognize regional scrip. Less 
thought, however, is right now being 
riven such a situation, the confi- 

| dence being that serip forms will 
either be narional or else there will 
pe governmentally recognized means 

j (Continued on page 36) 
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Seabury May Represent Landlords 
On Rent Adjustments with Publix 


+ 





Samuel Seabury, the Tammany 
YTerrorizer, is reported seriously 


considering projecting himself into 
the film industry on a basis that 
would virtually amount to a quizz 
into receiver-landlord theatre deals. 
Seabury, it is known, has already 
been approached and there is every 
indication now that initially he will 
represent a group of Publix circuit 
landlords who want a break in lease 
ad justments, 

Virtually every landlord leasing 
property to Publix is now being 
canvassed with the purpose of form- 
ing one of the strongest creditor 
committees contemplated since the 
advent of film receiversiHips. Those 
leases combined total about $200,- 
000,900. 

The new movement, with Seabury 
technically described as trial coun- 
sel, but actually overseer of land- 
lord protection, would also attempt 
to relieve land owners of the nec- 
essity of making personal trips to 
New York or have some general 
representative or committee aides. 


Appraisals Under Way 


An army of appraisers is now be- 
ing recruited by the new protective 
venture.’ This is made up largely of 
real estate experts whose duty it 
will be to appraise theatres for the 
benefit of the actual owner so as to 
afford data to combat figures by 
Par's own department of appraisers. 

Already the potential landlord cal- 
eculators appreciate they have a stiff 
job ahead. Accustomed to measure 
buildings by floor space and cubic 
eontent, some of them are now 
hoping to arrive at a formula which 
can be generally applied to the box- 
office. Such men admit they have 
yet to learn the value of the real 
estate in relation to the value of the 
theatre as a show enterprise. 

i: ‘forts to gather information con- 
eerning the nature of leases are al- 
ready being made. Here again in- 
vestigators for the new committee 
are finding unexpected snags. They 
are being told that during boom 
times show business as a whole 
plunged blindly, in many instances, 
to corral houses in cut-throat com- 
petition. As the result there is little 
uniformity to guide outside apprais- 
ers and still less opportunity, it is 
conceded, to arrive at a true and 
natural valuation of some of the 
properties. 

At first breath the Publix propo- 
sition for landlords, in the new 
deals, to ride along with the circuit 
on a percentage of what is taken at 
the boxoffice looked favorable. Now, 
however, landlords are reported to 
want the right to have a hand in 
picture bookings for their houses 
under such an arrangement. Now 
the landlords want assurance that 
houses will have quality product, for 
fear they may be left holding the 


bag. 


COAST IS WASTING NO 
TIME RETRENCHING 


Hollywood, March 6. 

Studios here are cutting down all 
labor to bare necessity for produc- 
tion. 

Not wanting to carry any more 
help than necessary on account of 
present situation, indie studios are 
laying off even office help. 


Penn. Pink Slip Idea 


Philadelphia, March 6. 


Following protests of exhibitors 
against the Pennsylvania censors, a 
meeting was held this week between 
the board and a committee from 
the Board of Managers of the 
M.P.T.O.A. of Eastern Pennsylvania, 
Southern New Jersey and Delaware 
wherein the ‘pink slip’ method was 
discussed. 

The board reported favorably on 
the idea, thus exempting the films 
from a part of censor eliminations 
and the matter will be taken to 
Harrisburg for a discussion. It was 
also decided to arrange a monthly 
mecting between the censors and 
the exhibitors. 
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$1,200 Poster 





Chicago, March 6. 

Uptown theatre has an ex- 
pensive assortment of oil 
paintings hanging in its ultra 
mezzanine foyer. Book value 
on the art, a relic of the glad, 
mad days of expansion, is said 
to be in six figures. 

Utilization of one of these 
ofl paintings, “The Bull Fight,’ 
was made recently by Bill 
Holden, who brought the pic- 
ture down as a front of the 
house ballyhoo for ‘Kid from 
Spain.’ Picture is said to have 
originally cost B&K $1,200, 
which makes it the world’s 
most costly poster. 


Fox-WC Link 
Of 250 Houses 
After Mop-Up 


Rebirth of the Fox West Coast 
chain, «after theatre eliminations 
which are now going on, and turn- 
backs plus receiverships of minor 
subsids, will come through the re- 
organization of the Coast chain into 
a nucleus of around 250 theatres. 


The latter number is all that are 
expected to remain when the re- 
organizers and receivers get through 
washing up ‘deadwood.’ 

Right now, it is stated, the F-WC 
chain has around 200 theatres that 
are considered paying properties. 
That means only around 40% of 
the chain which before receiver- 
ship aggregated about 500 houses. 

The theatres that will form the 
new Fox West Coast link will be 
in closely knitted territories. 

The circuit has around 120 thea- 
tres which are now dark and of this 
number, it is expected, fully 100 will 
be darkened permanently, eliminated 
from the fold or turned back to 
former owners. 


ECONOMY MAY FORCE 
SINGLE PROGRAMERS 


Los Angeles, March 6. 


First encouragement toward single 
features was brought around by 
neighborhood houses over weekend 
being unable pay rentals for double 
features. Hollywood Theatres, for- 
merly Fox-West Coast subsidiary, 
having four houses on Hollywood 
3oulevard on Sunday started single 
feature policy. This group was the 
first of the double feature showers 
in town. 

Expected that many other theatres 
operated by chains will also go this 
way, especially the neighborhood 
houses. Principal Theatres, which 
runs number of 10c grind houses 
downtown, had worst business Sun- 
day in their career was even weaker 
than the usual week day business, 
falling 25% below that of an aver- 
age Monday which is considered 
bad. 

Though some housés want single 
bill in desperate effort to get in cash, 
three houses went triple bill Sunday 
to try and !ncrease revenue. 

They were Warners’ Forum and 
Jewel, and the Mayfair, independ- 























‘BANK HOLIDAY’ INDIE PIC 
Hollywood, March 6. 


Following right on the newspaper 
headlines, Monogram has bought a 
story idea called ‘Bank Holiday,’ 
by George Waggner. W. T. Lackey 
will produce for Monogram, and 
Phil Rosen direct. 





Picture is to be rushed into pro- 
duction. 
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THAT SHOW BIZ 
NEEDS SHOWMEN 


Evidence Is Against Them— 
Banker Influence Panned 
Out Negatively Each 
Time—Par, RKO and Fox 
Instances—Contrasted to 
Showmen-Controlled Cos. 
Relatively Good Shape 


BANKER ANGLE 





Holding that the record proves in- 


disputably bankers have flopped 
virtually 100% as operators in show 
business, and that banker interfer- 
ence today is as near negative as 
it ever will be, the picture industry 
is positive that whatever reorgan- 
ization takes place within its 
jurisdiction will be motivated and 
shaped solely by picture leaders. 

Only the companies over which 
the bankers assumed actual dic- 
tatorship are in the hands of re- 
ceivers today. And with receiver- 
ships the bankers are now described 
as being only too happy to ac- 
quiesce to the suggestions of the 
show world and to reinstate men 
with long show records in command. 

Leader after leader has been in- 
jected in the film business where 
the banks are in power, only to be 
withdrawn in succession with their 
charges left each time deeper in the 
red. 

Clarke, McIntyre and Tinker had 
their rule in Fox, it is now de- 
clared, before Wall Street realized 
that after all a showman must rule. 
Thus S. R. Kent was enlisted. 

John Hertz and Paramount figure 
until the crash came, when the 
bankers decided not to oppose the 


return, to partial leadership, of 
Adolph Zukor. 
Ditto with RKO. The bankers 


found out too late that a leather 
mogul was far from a mogul in the 
picture business. 

Contrasts 

Just the opposite, in view of the 
times, is held true for major com- 
panies not in the position wivere 
they were forced to abide by banker 
influence. Warners, away from all 
banks, except savings institutions 
for two years, and rumored for the 
past year as the most certain ‘next 
bet for receivership,’ hasn't been 
the first and isn’t the third to go to 
the courts. Instead, the Brothers 
paid the $1,100,000 interest on deb- 
entures rather than sacrifice to the 
courts. 

Columbia recently showed its 
biggest quarter. Metro, for the 
year the bankers elsewhere were 
exerting their powers as showmen, 
stepped ahead of the business in 
quality product. Universal and 
United Artists have held their own 
and are in the hands of their 
founders. 

Getting right down to the point, 
filmdom now is certain that what- 
ever is to happen will not happen 
without the knowledge and approval 
of such leaders as Schenck, Warner, 
Aylesworth, Laemmle, Zukor, Kent. 
This time the bankers will listen to 
all of them, 

No Dictatorship 

Film leaders are convinced that! 
the banks are now convinced show- 
men should run show business. The 
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Hilles Sees Publix 


Bankruptcy 


As Last Big Trade Insolvency 





Velour-able 





Doctors are getting so pro- 
ficient now that they may go 
into your home and make you 
get rid of some of your fur- 
niture, It’s happened to Al 
Selig, whose recent skin 
trouble was found by doctors 
to be due to contact with 
velour in his home. 

Seems that Selig can’t take 
it when it comes to velour, 
and now he has to get rid of 
chairs and other furnishings 
in his New York hut if want- 
ing to escape that itching 
sensation, 

Doctors have been trying for 
months to find out what was 
bothering Selig and were 
about to give up when they 
found he was the kind of guy 
with a skin velour loved to 
touch. 


L. A. Would Pay 











Indication that filmdom looks for 
no further big chain bankruptcies 
to occur was made by Charles D. 
Hilles before a meeting of creditors 
of Paramount-Publix held in New 
York, Friday (3). Hilles is co-re- 


ceiver of P-P which is in equity re- 
ceivership. 

It was his point that the bank- 
ruptey of Publix Enterprises, com- 
prising some 355 theatres over the 
country, was the last of the big 
ones. 

P-E represents a $15,000,000 in- 
vestment by Paramount and itself 
controls something like 120 differ- 
ent theatre operating companies. 

Considering Hilles’ connections 
politically and downtown, looks like 
he should know, although bank- 
ruptcies like Fox-West Coast and 
Fox-Midwesco occurred after the 
Publix Enterprises matter. 

In Fox Midwesco, filmdom saw 
the biggest bankruptcy action ever 
filed in eastern Wisconsin. Like all 
others that have happened, includ- 
ing Orpheum, RKO Southern, RKO 
Western, and the Pacific Northwest, 
it was a voluntary action. 

750 Houses Involved 

Probably altogether there are 
around 750 theatres formerly be- 





0% of C.0.D.s 
And Keep Open 


Los Angeles, March 6. 

Although emergency measures are 
being taken, apparently between 
40 and 50 theatres will close due to 
the banking situation. In effort to 
keep as many houses as possible 
open indie theatre men have pre- 
sented rental payment plan to the 
film board of trade with latter prob- 
ably adopting it at meeting late to- 
day. 

Arrangements called for payment 
of 50% of C.O.D.’s on receipt of 
print, with balance turned over to 
exchanges before end of the engage- 
ment. Exchanges, however, seem 
to insist they must have cash for 
rentals. 

First house to fold here because 
of financial stress was Moore Park, 
a neighborhooder, operated by Don 
Mentor, which shut up Saturday 
night. 


STUDIO UNIONS ASKED 
TO TAKE 207 PAY CUT 


Hollywood, March 6. 

Producers are attempting to get 
all unions connected with picture 
production to take a 20% cut in the 
new basic agreement which would 
replace the present agreement ex- 
piring March 15. Several confer- 
ences have been held during the 
past week between Pat Casey, rep- 
resenting the producers, and Wil- 
liam Elliot, president of the IATSE, 
and repvesentatives of unions out- 
side IATSE jurisdiction. 

Confabs will continue until an 
agreement has been reached. Re- 
ported the unions are willing to take 
a 10% cut but balking at the larger 
slice, 


Why Roadshow Pix So-So 


Syracuse, N. Y., March 6. 

















money men now have had sufficient 
experience in show business to rea- | 
lize their role must be that of a} 
balanced wheel. Because of money, 
bankers are not entitled to dictator- 
ship. They are entitled only to a/ 
fair return on the money loaned 
when the money has been furnished 
in proper instances, they state. 

Because of the money invested, 
bankers are conceded by filmdom to 
have a say in any reorganization of 
the business. But, it is appended, 
they shall go only so far as 
the protection of bank coin is in- 
terested, and not be allowed to en- 
gender the interests of the show- 
man, and possibly that of the show 
world, as well. 

Filmdom is satisfied that at last} 
Wall Street understands. j 





‘Cavalcade,’ roadshown at the Em- 
pire last week, gave the house fair 
business—just that and nothing 
more—despite local critics went the 
limit and editorial writers added 
their hurrahs. 

Dollar top hurt, but more than 
that, perhaps, was the fan convic- 
tion that the picture would be back 
in not so many weeks for a grind | 
run at the Skouras-operated Eckel 
for 25c. 


SPITZ ORDERED SOUTH 
Leo Spitz leaves New York this 
week for a Florida vacation on doc- 
tor’s orders. 
Opinion of the Paramount attor- 
ney and operator’s physician is that 
he has been overworking. 








——__. 





longing to the various chains which 
are now in one kind of receivership 
or other, including bankruptcy. 
That’s an estimate. 

Midwesco Theatres, Inc., latest 
bankruptcy entrant operates a chain 


which includes the Palace and 
Strand in Milwaukee, and 12 in 
other Wisconsin cities. Liabilities 


are $1,545,167.34; assets are $310,- 
173.76. 

These houses were returned to 
former owners by Fox West Coast 
prior to the bankruptcy action. 

Among Midwesco’s liabilities are 
more than 300 unsecured claims 
amounting to around $1,436,260 and 
$3,052 owed the Government for ad- 
mission taxes. 

Assets show $98,500 due in open 
accounts, $77,332 cash in banks and 
$38,479 in equipment and machin- 
ery. Company is a Delaware cor- 
poration. 

Reorganization of all these firms 
is now in progress with the out- 
look that those theatres which have 
not yet been turned back to former 
owners and operators and which 
the chains have found unoperative 
by themselves, will be unloaded 
eventually. 

Receivers for Orpheum, F-WC, 
the Hoblitzelle (RKO Southern); 
Pantages (RKO Western) and Mid- 
wesco have not announced as yet 
any definite plan on these circuits 
as to changes or otherwise, except 
to indicate this general turnback of 
non-profitable spots, through dis- 
affirmation of leases. 

Probably the first to revert to 
former owners will be the Hoblit- 
zelle circuit in the south by RKO, 
and the Pantages circuit, also by 
RKO. 





VALEDICTORY FLOPS 


Levee Offers Only Mild Talk After 
Harangue Had Been Printed 








Hollywood, March 6. 


Mike Levee had composed &a@ 
valedictory, a ‘masterpiece,’ for de- 
livery in conjunction with his res- 
ignation from the board of directors 
of the Academy, but despite the 
fact that the dailies had printed 
parts of the advance copy of the 
speech, Levee gave those assembled 
only a short address in mild tone, 

Among those things that Levee 
had intended saying were: 


‘The depreosion is only an in- 


| cident—-an alibi for those responsi- 


ble for sending one of America's 
greatest businesses into wholesale 
bankruptcy.’ 

He proposed to take a slap at 
‘relatives and other incompetents 
who have been feeding on the 
trough of gold.’ Further, ‘the bank- 
ers helped the industry and helped 
crucify it,’ and ‘we must either dis- 
infect the master minds who select 
our film themes or displace them,’ 
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Leese Coin Takes Camphor Altho 
$27,000 Indicates No Moratorium 
On L. A. Par: State, Blah 5!46 








Los Angeles, March 6. 
Town is all haywire. When that 
legal holiday was declared the 
mothballs covered the loose change 


in the purses, and it took more than 
a magnet to pry out the silver. 
With the exception of the Para- 
mount, on the first day of the bank 
holiday, the local houses took a 
brutal slap. . 

Paramount got off to a remark- 
able start of $3,500 on the initial 
advent of Marco’s operation with 
his stage show and ‘Sign of the 
Cross’ on the screen. From the 
start, it looks like an easy $22,000 
on the week, sensational under the 
circumstances. 

Theatres are taking checks, or 
what have you, in lieu of cash to 
bolster the house intake. State, 
with ‘Dangerously Yours,’ felt the 
lack of trade from the opening ses- 
sion. Warner’s Downtown and 
Hollywood had a tough struggle 
with ‘Blondie Johnson’ which is in 
for six days, prior, to the advent 
of ‘42d Street,’ with a deluxe pre- 
miere on Wednesday (8) at the 
Hollywood house. 

RKO had tough sledding also 
with ‘Private Jones,’ while the Los 
Angeles, with its double bill, is hav- 
ing a struggle to keep its head 
above water. 

Chinese postponed its $5 premiere 
on ‘King Kong’ to March 15, and 
then goes into a $1 top policy at 
night, with a Sid Grauman prolog 
as stage aid. 

Estimates for This Week 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-70) 
‘Blondie Johnson’ (FN) and vaude- 
ville. Transients more interested 
in conserving their assets than 
amusements with result that around 
$6,000 will be big. Last week ‘La- 
dies They Talk About’ (WB) little 
over $10,000. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-65) 
‘Blondie Johnson’ (FN). Very slow 
b.o. progress. For six days around 
$5,000. Last week ‘Ladies They 
Talk About’ (WB) exceptionally 
good around $9,600. 

Los Angeles (Wm. Fox) (2,800; 
15-25) ‘State Trooper’ (Col) and 
‘Malay Nights’ (Mayfair). Trade 


just dribbled along to tune of 
around $4,000, a 40% drop below 
normal. Last week ‘Speed Demon’ 


(Col) and ‘Secret of Wu Sin’ (In- 
vinc) had strong going to $6,100. 

Paramount (Part-Mar) (3,595; 
25-50) ‘Sign of the Cross’ (Par) and 
stage show. A whiz bang start 
which should show a wow $22,000 
nonetheless. This equals ‘Big 
Broadcast,’ which held top gross for 
some time here, but at higher scale. 

RKO (2,950; 25-55) ‘Private Jones’ 
(U). Very little cash encourage- 
ment here, with possibly around 
poor $4,000 for the week. Last week 
‘Topaze’ (RKO) started off in great 
shane, but skidded to $5,700, dis- 
appointing. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 25-40) 
‘Dangerously Yours’ (Fox). Ter- 
rifically hit and $5,500 prospect on 
the week means a $4,000 loss. Last 
week ‘Kid From Spain’ (UA) pretty 
healthy week at $17,900. 





Lincoln Frees a Few 
Shekels for Lee Tracy 


Lincoln, Neb., March 6. 

With the general shortage of 
money, amusements are off but the 
weather is balmy anyway. 

Lee Tracy at the State in ‘Private 
Jones’ is the box office man of the 

hour. ‘King of the Jungle’ follows 
Mae West in the Stuart and had 
better show more life than she did, 
the town as a whole receiving her 
buxom maudlinity very coldly. 

‘Great Jasper,’ set for the Lincoln, 
looked like it had competition for a 
while when the Capitol had booked 
‘Conquerors’ for a second running 
at 75% less adm. The latter picture 
was pulled immediately, however, 
to give ‘Jasper’ all the chance it’ll 
need. 

Prominent among last week’s 
shows was the dusting off of Ed 
Wynn's old pic, ‘Follow the Leader’ 
at the Capitol which ran that house 
to SRO every day. 

Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (LTC) (650; 10-15-20)— 
*What! No Beer?’ (MG). Probably 
do nice $850, under the circum- 
stances. Last week ‘Face in the 
Sky’ (Fox) couldn’t hold the full 
six and was halved by ‘Lucky Dev- 
ils’ (RKO) to fair $700. 

Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-25-40)— 
‘Great Jasper’ (RKO). Dubious for 
$2,000. Last week ‘King’s Vacation’ 
(WB) did nicely at $2,700. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1,200; 10-15-25) 
—‘Madame Butterfly’ (Par), and 
‘Luxury Liner’ (Par), second half, 

should repeat last week’s ‘Three on 
a Match’ (WB) okay for $850. 
_ State (Monroe) (500; 10-25-35)— 
Private Jones’ (U). 
maybe over $2,000. excellent consid- 
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‘42D ST? COMES TO PITT 
AND TOWN GOES NERTS 


Pittsburgh, Mar. 6. 
Everything ‘42d St’ here this 
week, with film opening at Stanley 
same day the WB-GE special got to 


town, and the stars making a per- 
sonal appearance at house that 
night. Ballyhoo brought out a big- 
ger crowd for street parade than 
that which greeted Lindbergh sev- 
eral years ago, with police estimates 
varying from 200,000 to 300,000. 
Train visitors said it was greatest 
throng they encountered across the 
continent, bettering even Chi turn- 
out. 

Stanley, of course, got a great 
opening day, raising its scale Friday 
at four in the afternoon to the 50c 
top, and jammed the house all day 
long. Should have no trouble bet- 
tering $19,000 on the impetus film 
has received, which will mark the 
best straight-film trade here since 
‘Dracula.’ 

Friday overflow helped business 
generally all over town, but ‘42d’ 
looks to be the only one to hold up 
satisfactorily in view of everything. 

At Penn ‘Hallelujah I’m a Bum’ 
prospects not promising, with an 
ordinary $7,000 in view, while ‘Great 
Jaspar’ at Warner will probably 
gather around $4,000, light. 

Fulton has ‘Big Drive’ on a sec- 
ond week, first h. o. for this site in 
more than year, but slipping after a 
great first week to $8,500. Closing 
session won't be half that. Va- 
riety, with vaudfilm, slipping also 
with ‘Vampire Bat’ to under $3,000 
and Davis, double-featuring ‘Girl 
Missing’ and ‘Handle With Care’ 
down to $2,200. 

‘42d St’ bally, incidentally, voted 
locally the biggest thing that’s ever 
been pulled for a picture. Best part 
of it is that.film can hold up with- 
out it, which makes security doubly 
gilt-edged. 

Estimates for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,700; 25-30-40)— 
‘Girl Missing’ (WB) and ‘Handle 
With Care’ (Fox). A little interest 
in fact that both Glenda Farrell and 
Lyle Talbot, in ‘Girl Missing,’ also 
in town opening day on ’42d Street 
Special.” Not enough to help much, 
however. Looks like $2,200. Last 
week ‘Nagana’ (U) and ‘He Learned 
About Women’ (Par) a big disap- 
pointment at $2,750. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,700; 15- 
25-40)—‘Big Drive’ (FD). Second 
week of official war film way off, 
but likely $3,000 on a holdover isn’t 
so bad considering start of new ses- 
sion fell on Ash Wednesday and 
with plenty of stiff opposition. First 
week, great at $8,500, best here in 
more than a year. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Hallelujah I’m a Bum’ (UA). 
Jolson apparently no longer a b. o. 
figure. Down the street, however, 
at Stanley his wife’s in ‘42d Street,’ 
so that about evens the family 
count. Weak $7,000 in prospect for 
‘Bum.’ Last week ‘She Done Him 
Wrong’ (Par) at $8,000 proves that 
Mae West means nothing in these 
parts. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘42d Street’ (WB). A pushover for 
the big dough, with great ballyhoo 
and a picture to back it up, too. 
Dick Powell in cast and local fav 
helping, too; $19,000 minimum 
seems certain, best here since ‘Dra- 
cula.’ Last week ‘State Fair’ (Fox) 
excellent at $14,000. 

Variety (Jaffe) (2,100; 25-40)— 
‘Vampire Bat’ (Maj) and vaude. 
Vaudfilm interest apparently wan- 
ing. Looks like a bit under $3,000 
this week. Last week ‘Vanity 
Street’ (Col) about $4,150. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Great Jasper’ (RKO). Good notices 
for this programmer, and would 
have probably gathered better than 
$4,000 under ordinary circumstances. 
Last week ‘Hot Pepper’ (Fox) not 
so hot at $5,000. 


Paging P. A. Einfeld 


Hollywood, March 6. 
Reported here that Evelyn Wise 
with the ‘Forty-second Street’ train 
deserted it in Washington when she 
married Eddie Stanley, m. c., who 
came on from New York Sunday. 














ering. Last week ‘They Just Had 
to Marry’ (U) made neat money at 
$1,900. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-35-50- 
60)—‘King of the Jungle’ (Par). 
Should click to take nice $3,000. 
Last week ‘She Done Him Wrong’ 
(Par) went haywire in this church 


Off okay and /town and slipped from expectations 
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So Far N. H. Has Yet to 
Hear About Moratoria 


New Haven, March 6. 
The Palace is setting the pace 
with a double bill of ‘Private Jones’ 


and ‘Broadway Bad.’ 

Bank holiday shows practically no 
effect to date, as houses accept 
checks on local banks and I O U’s. 
Also admit regular patrons on own 
recognizance. Extension should do 
little damage to film houses, Week- 
end attendance averaged as usual. 

Roger Sherman bringing ‘42d 
Street Special’ as an opening-day 
plug Thursday, 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Publix) (2,348; 35- 
50), ‘King of Jungle’ (Par) and 
‘Shadow Laughs.’ Big rush on kid 
trade will help this to an okay 
$6,000. Last week ‘Woman Accused’ 
and ‘Iron Master’ were fair at $5,400. 

Palace (Arthur) (3,040; 35-50), 
‘Private Jones’ (RKO) and ‘Broad- 
way Bad’ (Fox). Opened well for a 
prospective good $7,500. Last week 
‘Topaze’ (RKO) and ‘So This Is 
Africa’ (Col) okay at $7,100. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
50), ‘Great Jasper’ (RKO) and 
‘Blondie Johnson’ (WB). Failing to 
draw with word-of-mouth unfavor- 
able. Indicates mild $4,400. Last 
week ‘Ladies They Talk About’ 
(WB) and ‘Girl Missing’ drew a 
poor. $4,000 for eight days. 

College (Arthur) (1,565; 25-40), 
‘Sailor Be Good’ (RKO) and ‘Past of 
Mary Holmes’ (RKO). Probably 
good for a fair $2,200. Last week 
‘Big Drive’ (FN) and ‘Dangerously 
Yours’ (Fox) did better at $2,700. 


Seemingly Denver Has 
Yet to Find Out About 


This Here Moratorium 


Denver, March 6. 
Moratorium starting Saturday (4) 
seems to be affecting only those 
houses with films folks don’t care 
whether they see or not. All houses, 
first run and otherwise, accepting 
checks or I. O. U.’s for tickets, but 
less than dozen have taken advan- 
tage of offer. Many here looked for 
such action by banks and were pre- 
pared. Only two first run houses 
received checks up to Sunday night. 
Orpheum is having steady busi- 
ness with ‘State Fair.’ Fox Flms 
forced the Orph to charge 50c top, 
and Sunday night more than 400 
walked away from box office after 
ordering tickets. Many going in 
kicked in foyer and more kicked 
after show in spite of fact they ad- 
mitted having seen a honey of a 
picture. With usual 40c top stand- 

outs would probably be numerous. 
Denham, first on air with an- 
nouncement checks would be ac- 
cepted, has not had a request, but 
business seems better than last 
week. Rialto dipped severely on 
last week as a first run; goes sec- 
ond run next week, with two-bit 

top. 

he Tabor continues packing in 
crowds with stage show and subse- 

quent runs. Looks to get $6,500. 
Aladdin on first week of return to 
first run doing well on ‘42d St.’ this 
week. Film taken there direct from 
Orpheum, where it broke house rec- 
ord for the time Huffman has had 
house. Weather elegant for thea- 

tres. 

The Victory is accepting what 
people can pay during bank holiday. 


Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (RKO-Huffman) (1,500; 
25-40)—‘42d St. (WB). Good at 
$4,000. Last week ‘Cavalcade’ (Fox) 
roadshow did $7,000, okay. 

Denham (Hellborn) (1,700; 15-25) 
—‘Air Hostess’ (Col). Not bad at 
$3,600. Last week ‘Self Defense’ 
(Mono) and ‘Iron Master’ (Allied) 
finished with a fair $3,000. Stiff 
competition kept gross down. 

Denver (Publix) (2,500; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘King of Jungle’ (Par). Weak 
at $4,800. Last week ‘Madame 
Blanche’ (MG) only $4,200. 

Orpheum (RKO-Huffman) (2,600: 
25-35-40)—‘State Fair’ (Fox) and 
Fred Schmitt and orchestra. Back 
to normal, $12,500. Last week ‘42d 
St.” (WB) broke house record since 
Huffman has had the house, $18,500. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25- 
40)—‘Crime of Century’ (Par). Not 
hot at $2,800. Last week ‘What! No 
Beer?’ on five days, $2,600. 

Rialto (RKO-Huffman) (900)— 
‘Hidden Gold’ (U), 2 days, ‘Goona 
Goona’ (FD) and ‘Slightly Married’ 
(Chesterfield), 5 days. So-so, $2,000. 
Last week ‘Dangerously Yours’ 
(Fox) closed with a fair $2,750. 


Grosses This Week 


5 In view of the national bank- 
ing situation, estimates must 
be broadly construed, and in 
no instance can the true box 
office value of a film be prop- 
erly gauged. 

















Where, despite handicaps, 
boxoffice business is holding 
up well, this is being dwelt 
upon. 
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Had Three Big Weeks and Looked All Set 
Until the Banks Balked 








COLUMBUS IS JUST 
GIVING ITSELF UP 


Columbus, March 6. 


Grosses? There are none. Bank 
moratorium with limit of 5% on de- 
posit withdrawals here has the en- 
tire town staggering and cut at- 
tendance to record lows at all the- 
atres last week, with little better in 
sight for the present stanza. 

Major theatres with 3,000 seats 
and better were glad to have a daily 
take of $200 to $250 after things 
broke last Tuesday, and with few 
exceptions that was average all 
over. Week-end before the smash 
was good enough to get some money 
into the tills. 

Mills Brothers expected to knock 
‘em dead at the Palace this week 
can’t help, but put that house 
plenty in the red. It would take 
more than a combo of all the ether 
stars in person plus another Demp- 
sey-Tunney fight to bring in any- 
thing like normal biz this week. 
The radio boys should put the Pal- 
ace well on top of the heap, how- 
ever, with biz at all other houses 
too poor to even breathe about, de- 
spite fact that attractions are above 
the average and have been public- 
ized as never before. 

Loew’s Ohio set to take a plenty 
hearty one on the chin next week 
with Ted Lewis’ show booked in, 
orchestra in the pit and plenty 
other expenses. Almost time to 
close the doors all round, and stay 
home and listen to the radio, if you 
can afford to buy the electricity. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-40)— 
‘Child of Manhattan’ (Col) and 
Mills Brothers in person. Stands 
chance of hitting $9,000 for the 
week, plenty high with conditions 
as they are. Last week ‘Topaze’ 
(RKO) slightly under $6,000, weak. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-40)— 
‘What? No Beer!’ (MG). Just $4,000 
will be mighty high for this one, 
which could have hit twice that if 
conditions right. Last week ‘Clear 
All Wires’ (MG), $3,500, terrible. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 25-40) 
—King of the Jungle’ (Par). Also 
will find $4,000 most acceptable, but 
may not even hit that. Last week 
‘Billion Dollar Scandal’ (Par) 
flopped to under $3,000. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 25-40)— 
‘Parachute Jumper’ (FN). No biz 
at all in sight. Happy to hit $2,000. 
Last week ‘Employees’ Entrance’ 
(WB) took light $2,800. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 20-35)— 
‘Luxury Liner.’ No better than 
$1,800 in sight. ‘Pen- 
guin Pool Murder’ $2,500, 
oke, 


‘MEN MUST FIGHT,’ 726; 
‘JASPER,’ 5G, KC’S BEST 


Kansas City, March 6. 

With bank holiday and leading 
banks previously limiting with- 
drawals to 5%, prospects are not so 
rosy. 

The ‘42d St.’ show has been hit- 
ting strong, and held over for five 
days, At the Mainstreet ‘Great 
Jasper’ under normal conditions 
would do much more than ‘Topaze,’ 
which last week grossed pretty low. 
House has started publicity for the 
Cantor-Jessel vaude show March 18, 
and a sell-out was expected until 
now. ‘ 

Loew’s Midland’s 25c. price helps 
as far as number of admissions is 
concerned. 

‘Cavalcade’ closed at the Apollo, 
following two weeks, with $4,200, 
fair. 

Estimates for This Week 

Liberty (Dubinsky) (860; 10-20)— 
‘Life Begins’ (FN), and ‘Half Naked 
Truth’ (RKO), second half. House 
is reaping benefits of the publicity 
given pictures on their first runs 
and business is holding steady. This 
week close to $2,200. Last week 
‘Rockabye’ (RKO) first half did not 
fare so well, but ‘Central Park’ 
(FN) showed more life; $2,000, fair. 

Mainstreet “RKO) (2,200: 25-40) 
—Great Jasper’ (RKO). Many of 
the regulars have turned thumbs 
down on this house since the aban- 





Last week 
(RKO), 











donment of stage shows and the 
|} straight picture policy don't look so 
| rood, tichard Dix should get 
| around $5,000. Last week ‘Topaze’ 
1}(RKO) with the Barrymore name 
| Was a terrible disappointment; $4,- 
TOO, 
| Midland (Loew) (4,000: 25)—'Men 
| Must Fight’ (MG). Publicity helped 
| to fair opening, but $7,500 is light. 
| Last week ‘Clear All Wires’ (MG) 
|} did not seem to be what the fans 
wanted and it closed with but a 
poor $7,200. 

Newman (Par) (1,500; 25-35-50)— 
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Minneapolis, March 6. 
After three big weeks show biz is 
again suffering a _ relapse. The 
moratorium, of course, but less 


powerful box office attractions and 
heavier outside opposition must 
shoulder some of the blame. 


‘Cavalcade,’ first roadshow picture 
in a year, doesn’t figure too hefty a 
draw under the circumstances. It’s 
playing at an out-of-the-way house, 
the Lyceum, handicapped by a rep- 
utation for poor acoustics and which 
has been dark most the past two 
years. Localites aren’t falling any 
more for the roadshow proposition; 
they’ve been fooled too often by the 
announcement ‘not to be shown at 
any other theatre this season,’ ‘this 
season’ usually meaning a couple 
more months. Hep to the racket, 
they wait a short while and catch 
the super-pictures at regular rates, 
instead of advanced roadshow scale. 
And with general conditions a $1.10 
film draw just isn’t in the cards. So 
that ‘Cavalcade’ will be lucky to 
pull $6,000. 

With ‘King of the Jungle’ and 
‘Cynara,’ the two ace loop houses 
will do well to cop $11,000, as com- 
pared with around $26,000 the week 
before. 

In addition to ‘Cavalcade,’ outside 
opposition includes the Shriners’ In- 
door Circus, pulling crowds of near- 
ly .20,000 a day to the municipal 
auditorium. At the outset of the 
week, the golden gloves’ boxing 
tournament, running for three days 
at the auditorium, drew 8,000 peo- 
ple a night. 

Estimates for This Week 


State (Publix) (2,200; 55)—‘King 
of the Jungle’ (Par). Lack of cast 
box office names and type of pic- 
ture mitigating against heavy cus- 
tomer sugar, despite sensational ad- 
vertising and lots of publicity. 
Newspaper ads carried scare head, 
‘Hell Breaks Loose on Hennepin!’ 
(‘Hennepin’ being the name of the 
street on which the State theatre is 
located), and then went on to ex- 
plain that ‘hundreds flee for lives as 
jungle beasts terrify town!’ ‘Single 
day’s personal appearance of Bus- 
ter Crabbe just prior to film’s open- 
ing crashed front page of Journal. 
Laurel-Hardy comedy plugged and 
may account for some dough, but 
$6,000 is very Nght. Last week 
‘State Fair’ (Fox), $4,000, very big. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 35-50)—~ 
‘Cynara’ (UA). Nifty class flicker, 
but title a liability, stage play never 
seen here, Colman waning as box 
office name of consequence locally, 
and critics’ praise and word-of- 
mouth boosting, together with able 
exploitation and advertising came 
paign, offset by general conditions, 
Only $5,000, light. 

Lyceum (Clifford) (2,600; 55-83-< 
$1.10) —‘Cavalcade’ (Fox). Inspiring 
plenty of raves, but location of 
house and its general layout to- 
gether with advanced scale are 
heavy handicaps. Coming into loop 
at regular prices within 60 to 90 


days. About $6,000 indicated, fair. 
Century (Publix) (1,600; 40)— 
‘Woman Accused’ (Par). Ads play 


up all-star aggregation of authors 
who had a part in its writing and 
also its magazine publication, Prob- 


ably $4,000, fair. Last week ‘Hard 
to Handle’ (WB), $4,500, pretty 
good, 

Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 40)—~ 


‘Frisco Jenny’ (FN). May not exes 
ceed light $2,500. Last week ‘To- 
night Is Ours’ (Par), and ‘Second 
Hand Wife’ (Fox), split, $3,500, 
pretty good. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35)—‘Dan- 
gerously Yours’ (Fox). Below par 
and not attracting much attention, 
about $3,600, bad. Last week, ‘Crime 
of the Century’ (Par), $4,000, fair. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 35)—‘To- 
night Is Ours’ (Par), and ‘Second 
Hand Wife’ (Fox). Second loop 
runs. Should chalk up pretty good 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Devil Is Driv- 
ing’ (Par), first run, and ‘Silver Dol- 
lar’ (FN), second loop run, $2,500, 
fair. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 25)—‘Whis- 
tling in the Dark’ (M-G), first run; 


‘Evenings for Sale’ (Par), and ‘Me 
and My Gal’ (Fox), second loop 
runs, split. Looks like $900; fair. 
Last week ‘Air Mail’ (U), second 
loop run, and ‘Robbers’ Roost’ 


(Fox), first run, split, $1,200, pretty 
good. 





of its first week’s showing picture 


held for another five days. Got 
great start on account of visit of 
Warner Brothers artists and circus 
publicity, and hit $16,000, great. Ex- 
| pected to get about half that on the 
|} current five days, 

Uptown (Fox) (2,040; 25-40)— 
‘20,000 Years in Sing Sing’ (WB). 


Alluring lines in the advertising are 
attracting attention and _ interest. 
Will likely hold to near $4,000, nor- 
mal, Last week ‘Dangerously 
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Bank Holiday Makes Loop Anxious: 
Palace Gets $21,000 with ‘Africa’ 





Chicago, March 6. 

Slapping down of a bank mora- 
torium Saturday (4), with four more 
days of complete closing and seven 
more days’ restricted banking, cast 
a cloud of doubt and gloom over 
gphowmen. It was figured that thea- 
tres would be among the first to feel 
the pinch of the cash freeze-up. Too 
goon to report just how true this 
prediction will prove. Balaban & 
Katz had a vivid sense of alarm be- 
@ause many of the details of the 
Michigan moratorium had been told 
them by their fellow-Publixites in 
that state. 

‘So This Is Africa’ has the edge 
fm the loop currently. It’s a laugh- 
ing picture and right now the need 
for mirth is acute. 

Estimates for the Week 

Apollo (UBO) (1,500; 50-$1.10)— 
Rasputin” (MG). Will stay origi- 
Mal three weeks. Business light and 
mot over $6,000 indicated. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,940; 35-55-75) 
—‘Broadway Bad’ (Fox) and stage 
show. Promises run to $22,000 or 
#o, mild. Last week ‘42d Street’ 
whammed through to splendid 
$41,800. 

Erlanger (UBO) (1,318; 55-$1.65) 
‘Cavalcade’ (Fox) (4th week). 
Around $9,000 last week, a drop but 
mot bad for this burg. Advance sale 

ood, but probably will be affected 
by bank holiday. 

McVickers (B&K) (2,284; 35-55)— 
ing of the Jungle’ (Par). Opened 
well and may cop a little extra biz 
on strength of special exploitation. 
House held down to minimum ad- 
wertising budget in recent weeks, 
opened up a Dit. Figure $11,000, 

ood. Last week ‘Ladies They Talk 

bout’ (WB) took $6,600. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-55-75) 
‘State Fair’ (Fox) (2d week). 
Strong start but rapid tapering off. 
Second week $11,000 after opening 
$19,200 week. 

Palace (RKO) (2,533; 40-65-83)— 
So This Is Africa’ (Col) and vaude. 
Rated best laugh picture turned out 
by Wheeler and Woolsey, but vaude 
Dill just so-so. Maybe $21,000, which 
which will be good. About the same 
figure last week, with ‘Private 
Zones’ (U) on the screen. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 55- 
¥5)——‘Sign of the Cross’ (Par) (24a 
week). Another to start well and 
slow down in a hurry. Figure 
around $8,000 for second week. 
Opened with $18,400, big. Gloria 
Swanson's ‘Perfect Understanding’ 
(UA) next attraction. 


5% Withdrawals C Cut 
Down B’ham Biz 50% 


Birmingham, March 6. 


Moratorium and restricted with- 
@rawals of 5% gives grocery bills, 
rent, and other necessities priority 
over the budgets for amusements. 
Grosses have dropped 50% asa re- 
sult. A few people are paying their 
way into theatres to forget the 
troubles of the world. Alabama has 
three pictures this week in an ef- 
fort to get as much money as pos- 
Bible. 

Empire is accepting I.0.U.’s° from 
those unable to pay cash and RKO 
Ritz is accepting checks as well as 
L.0.U.'s. Then afterward the ques- 
tion is collecting. However, Frank 
Merritt of Empire says he is doing 
ft more for good-will purposes than 
anything else. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Wilby) (2,800; 25-35- 
40) ‘Frisco Jenny’ (FN), @Lady’s 
Profession’ (Par), ‘Wax Museum’ 
(WB). One picture for Tuesday be- 
Cause of car given away figuring 
this a good way to keep everybody 
from waiting till Tuesday to at- 
tend, mild $5,000. Last week, ‘She 
Done Him Wrong’ (Par) could have 
been held over the whole week in- 
etead of filling in with ‘You Said 
Mouthful’ (WB), fair $8,500. 

Ritz (RKO) (1.600; 25-40) ‘Great 
Jasper’ (RKO). Taking checks and 


I.0.U.’s_ besides, but only $2,000, 
mild. Last week ‘Topaze’ (RKO), 
$3,000. 

Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25) ‘Up- 
town New York’ (WW). Fair 
cheap entertainment, $1,100. Last 
week ‘Trailing Killer’ (WW) pulled 
and ‘Scarlet Dawn’ (WB) poor, $1,- 
600. 

Strand (Wilby) (800; 25) ‘Son- 
Daughter’ (MG). Not much of a 
depression picture, $1,000. Last 
week ‘Second Hand Wife’ (Fox), 
$1,800. 

Galax (Wilby) (500; 15-20) ‘Sis- 
ter to Judas’ and ‘Silver Lining,’ 
split. Poor $509 Last week ‘Her 
Mad Nicht’ (Mayfair) and ‘Whis- | 


tling in tiie Dark’ (MG) fair $1,000. 





Good Bally Draws Fems 
To ‘Maedchen,’ ‘Life,’ Pt. 


Portland, Ore., March 6. 
Two more small downtown houses 
added to the burg’s seat quota of 
first runs. Small houses with low 


admish seem locally to be in the pay 
dirt class. Fox-Rialto blossomed out 
with a new 40c top admish this 
week with ‘Life Begins,’ well ex- 
ploited and biz not bad, ‘Cavalcade’ 
at $1 top did nicely at that house 
last week. 

Taylor Street theatre also 
launched a split week picture policy, 
mostly to show foreign mades. 
House has legit stock the other half. 
First picture of the new policy, 
‘Waltz by Strauss’ (German musi- 
cal), and going fairly at 40c top. 

‘State Fair’ connected in a big way 
at the Fox-Broadway and held for 
an okay second week. Picture 
clicked here as a natural. Another 
natural b. o. winner was ‘She Done 
Him Wrong’, also held for a second 
week at the Fox-Liberty. The house 
did its record gross since starting 
two-bit top policy. 

‘So This Is Africa’ had local cen- 
sor trouble over lines. Floyd Max- 
well used the censor grief for ex- 
ploitation and got results. Picture 
was a winner at the RKO Orpheum. 
Currently the Orpheum has ‘To- 
paze,’ below average. 

Hamrick’s Oriental did an exploit- 
ation splurge on ‘Maedchen in Uni- 
form,’ playing up the all-femme an- 
gle, and the b. o. getting response. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Fox-Parker) (2,000; 
25-40) —What! No Beer?’ (MG). 
Possible $4,000, so-so. Last week 
‘State Fair’ (Fox) clicked in a big 
way and held, second week $4,000, 
okay; first, $7,800, big. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-30-55) 

—‘Topaze’ (RKO). Weak at $4,500. 
Last week ‘So This Is Africa’ (Col), 
good, $6,000. 

United Artists (Fox-Parker) (1,- 
000; 25-40)—"Madame__—i Butterfly’ 
(Par). Low for $3,000. Last week 
‘Madame Blanche’ (MG) poor,,$3, 600. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25-35) 


—‘Maedchen in Uniform’ (Krimsky). 


Answering to all-femme -exploita- 
tion for good results, around $4,000. 
Last week ‘Wax Museum’ (WB) fair 
at $2,900. 

Liberty (Fox-Parker) 2,000; 15- 
25)—‘She Done Him Wrong’ (Par). 
Clicking well and held for second 
week at $3,000; first week a big 
$5,600. 

Rialto (Fox-Parker) (1,500; 25- 
40)—‘Life Begins’ (WB). Heavily 
exploited and looks for fair $2,500. 
Last week ‘Cavalcade’ (Fox) nine 
days at $1 top got a strong $8,000. 
Admish too high, however, for this 
town. 


BUFF WOULD BE DIFF; 
ARLISS HITS $18,000 


Buffalo, March 6. 


This is a funny town. After 
weeks of sluggish biz along comes a 
bank holiday, plus Lent, and up go 
grosses in several houses. Even 
snow and rain no drawback appar- 
ently. 

The Buffalo will get $18,000 cur- 
rently. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-55)— 
‘King’s Vacation’ (WB) and Kate 
Smith in person. Surprising by get- 
ting $18,000 despite bank holiday 
and Lent. Last week ‘She Done 
Him Wrong’ (Par) and stage show, 
got $15,500, weak. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 25-40) 
—‘Topaze’ (RKO). May get $5,000, 
n.s.g. Last week ‘Big Drive’ (FD) 
pulled $7,200, okay business. 
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BANK HOLIDAY'S 
CEFEGT ON BIZ 


Covers 14 Days’ Drop-Off in 
Grosses Since the First 
Moratorium in Michigan 
—Hays’ Analysis of Other 
Years’ Box Office Intakes 
—How Distribution Will 
Be Handled—Exhibs Must 
Play Ball 


—->_«- -—— 


CO.’S H. O. PAYROLLS 








The Hays office states the loss at 
the box offices to date runs into 
about $14,000,000. This is pro-rated 
from the day when it started in 
Michigan two weeks ago until the 


past weekend when it had encom- 
passed the country. 

Careful measurement of the box- 
office barometer indicates an aver- 
age subnormalcy in national gross 
of $1,000,000 per day. The normal 
national gross is $3,000,000 a day. 
In boom times (1929) it was vir- 
tually twice that, then reaching into 
$2,000,000,000 yearly. 

Meeting when the banking holi- 
day precedent was established by 
Mich., sales managers for the 
major companies, hard pressed as 
they then were for ready cash, fig- 
ured a formula for handling situa- 
tion if it did not include over a 
handful of the lesser states. Thurs- 
day, however, when holidays began 
coming in bunches, apprehension 
was felt, and Friday, when the total 
had reached 29 states, with 10 more 
partly holidayed, Will Hays called 
leaders of the business into hurried 
session. 

60% Under Par 

It was revealed at the meeting 
that for that day the total of major 
distribution returns were about 60% 
under normal, The industry could 
not see another week ahead. In 
fact companies decided to take per- 
sonal inventory and _ conclude 
whether they could meet the home 
office and studio payrolls over the 
weekend just past. 

Fox was the first to holiday its 
personnel, Backed by the Chase 
Bank, it had waged a fight against 
reported attempts of the bank to 
commit it to receivership. Solici- 
tations from within the organiza- 
tion, and stockholders without, were 
directly credited by insiders with 
persuading Chase to stay any re- 
ceiver intent, if it entertained any. 

The understanding among the in- 
dustry leaders was that whatever 
companies, regularly paying off 
Saturday, decided to suspend salary 
checks, the suspension would be 
made over the weekend. Decisions 
were slated for yesterday’s (Mon- 
day) meeting. Hays staff escaped 
the lull, the Hays payday being 
Thursday. 

Regarding exhibition, the Friday 
session of the directorate virtually 
revised the earlier findings of sales 
heads. It ended the vestment of 
power in a single group of company 
representatives in holiday states, 
replacing this with each company 


giving its branch managers almost 


dictator-control of the film situa- 
tion in the field. 
One Show’s Credit 

What amounted to ‘one show on 
credit’ was all that the producers 
felt they could concede to ex- 
hibitors. Thereafter every show 
was to be paid for in advance, the 

(Continued on page 34) 








Century (Shea) (3,400; 25)—‘Dan- 
gerously Yours’ (Fox) and ‘Vam- 
pire Bat’ (Maj). Heading for very 
nice $6,009 and welcome plenty. Last 
week ‘Whistling in Dark’ (MG) and 
‘Mysterious Rider’ (Par) got $3,- 
900, mild. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25)—‘Second | 
Hand Wife’ (Fox) and ‘Strange | 
People’ (Chest) Struggling to| 
snare $6,000, oke. Last week | 
‘Madame Blanche’ (MG) and ‘In- | 
fernal Machine’ (lox), same. 

295)—‘Man | 


Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 
Against Woman’ (Col) and ‘Unwrit- 
ten Law’ (Maj). Lafayette is hold- 
ing strong and looks to better the 
previous week at around $7,000. Last | 
week ‘Air Hostess’ 


the Law’ (Col), $6,500. 


Grosses This Week 


In view of the national bank- 
ing situation, estimates must 
be broadly construed, and in 
no instance can the true box 
office value of a film be prop- 
erly gauged. 

Where, despite handicaps, 
boxoffice business is holding 
up well, this is being dwelt 


upon. 








(Col ) and eee | 





fit of a normal 
week's engagements, but on Satur- 
day (4) had to face a sudden three- 
day bank holiday declared for the 
State by Gov. 
mated that the moratorium means a 


on financial matters, 
had to wait until money started to 
roll in before taking care of imme- 
diate obligations. 


sion desired. 
lyn, but better publicity than prac- 
tically 
and Club Richman Revue on the 
stage of the old Roxy with ‘There 
Goes the Bride’ and will carry house 


on the week. 


booking attractions, went dark again 


week under $12,900. 


and empty pocketbooks, the Mayf 
on its reopening Saturday (4) with 








‘King Kong’ 


Bway Very Good, Considering: 
2 R. C. Houses, 


1286's Okay; Cap, Par Also Nice 





New York's theatres got the bene- 
start on current 


Lehman. It is esti- 
loss of around 10% over Saturday, 
Sunday and yesterday (Monday) to 
the box offices. In view of bank 
situation a larger drop was ex- 
pected. With Lent also here, no 
one is kicking over biz being done. 

Mostly unprepared Saturday (4) 
the theatres 


Some immediately 
went on a cash basis indefinitely, 
refusing to honor either checks or 
even petty cash vouchers. Others, 
however, which had sufficient sur- 
plus in ready cash, were taking care 
of checks for home office or theatre 
people with the organization. 

Usual night deposits made Friday 
(3) lay in the banks unrecoverable 
until those institutions open today 
(Tuesday). Meanwhile theatres are 
taking unusual precautions in pro- 
tection of receipts which cannot be 
deposited anywhere except in the- 
atre safes. 

While the public found itself with- 
out money, business along Broad- 
way and over in Radio City was not 
causing as large a dent in theatre 
grosses as might have been ex- 
pected. Both the Music Hall and 
the RKO Roxy, which started out 
Thursday (2) day-and-date with 
‘King Kong,’ are doing well along 
with the Capitol and Paramount, 


Between both R. C.. theatres, 
‘Kong's’ gross, despite the bank 
holiday, will be around $128,000, 


very good. Of this the big house is 
headed for a nice $90,000, and the 
smaller theatre $38,000. It'll hold 
over at the Roxy another week or 
so, following which the smaller 
RKO stand goes vaudfilm, 

Jack Pearl at $8,500 on the stage 
of the Capitol (‘Clear All Wires’ 
on screen) is pulling for good 
$50,000 or better despite the oppo- 
sition from the Paramount, which 
has Mae West and ‘She Done Him 
Wrong’ back for a third week. 

Par started out stronger than be- 
ginning of first week of the West 
show here, and but for the lack of 
cash around New York, week’s take 
may have exceeded the $58,600 
taken in first seven days. Back on 
Broadway after a week in Brook- 
lyn, Miss West’s draw on third (re- 
peat) week is expected to be 
$40,000 or better. Her pic goes into 
the Rialto on Friday, reopening un- 
der Arthur Mayer's indie operation. 

Old Roxy Saturday, on orders of 
Harry Arthur, started taking checks 
drawn to exact amount of admis- 
Ditto the Fox, Brook- 





availed of. Jack Osterman 


into profit at an estimated $21,000 


Balance of Broadway has nothing 
to write or tell home offices about. 

‘Blondie Johnson’ on second (hold- 
over) week at Strand starting Sat- 
urday (4) was just in time for the 
banking holiday after a fair first 
week of $20,000. Holdover will not 
mean more than $12,000 on five 
days. ‘42d St.’ comes in on Thurs- 
day (9). 

Winter Garden, for which Harry 
Charnas, WB's film buyer, had been 


Sunday (5) after a poor $12,000 on 
12 days of ‘Grand Slam.’ 

Rivoli holds ‘Perfect Understand- 
ing’ another week despite a second 
‘Secrets’ (Mary 
Pickford) opens March 15. 

Caught by the financial turmoil 
air, 








“ 


to end of run. ‘Hell Below’ opens 
shortly, but no exact date. 


Capitol (5,400; 35-75-99-$1.65)~— 
‘Clear All Wires’ (MG) and stage 
show. 


Jack Pearl] heading radio 
stage show; 


expected to offset bank 
holiday with $50,000 or better. Last 
week ‘Ladies They Talk About’ 
(WB) and ‘Show Boat’ on stage 
brodied to under $40,000. 

Gaiety (811; 55-$1.10-$1.65)— 
‘Cavalcade’ (Fox) (9th week). On 
Saturday, despite banking mora- 
torium, house was sold out. Ad- 
vance sale helped. Last week's 
business just under $12,000. First 
four days of current (ninth) week 
picture got $6,700. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-55-75)—Race 
Track’ (WW). Reopened Saturday 
(4) under operation of owner, Wal- 
ter Reade. Picture not big enough 
b. o., though oke on entertainment, 
to garner more than mild $8,000. 
Last week ‘Dangerously Yours’ 
(Fox), finale for RKO, $8,300, brutal, 
for nine days. 

Palace (1,700; 25-40-55-75)— 
‘Broadway Bad’ (Fox). Unable to 
stand gaff, another first runner 
takes it on chin at $5,000. Last week 
‘Sailor Be Good’ (RKO), first run, 
only $5,900, poor. 

Paramount (3,664; 35-55-75) —’She 
Done Him Wrong’ (Par) and Mae 
West in person. On third (repeat) 
week, West show, despite cash 
stringency, expected to come out 
with gross of $40,000 or better just 
the same. Last week ‘King of Jun- 
gle’ (Par) and Earl Carroll’s ‘Van- 
ities of 1933’ slipped badly to $36,000, 

Radio City Music Hall (5,945; 35- 
55-75) —‘King Kong’ (RKO) and 
Stage show. Day-and-dating with 
RKO Roxy, animal spectacle will 
take an estimated $90,000, good, out 
of the larger of the two houses. 
Last week ‘Our Betters’ (RKO) fin- 


ished week to very enterprising 
$98,000. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-55-75)—‘Perfect 
Understanding” (UA) (2d week). 


Not getting the biz, and under $12,- 
000. First week $23,000, less than 
anticipated. ‘Secrets’ (UA) opens 
March 15. 


RKO Roxy (3,525; 35-55-75) — 
—King Kong’ (RKO) and stage 
show. Slated for only a _ mild 
$38,000 but will holdover a second 
week. Preceding program of ‘Rome 
Express’ (U) and stage unit only 
$32,000 on six days. 


Roxy (6,200; 25-35)—There Goes 
the Bride’ (B-G) and stage show. 
Jack Osterman and Club Richman 
revue on boards. Only cinema tak- 
ing checks to cover admissions: 
around $21,000, a small profit and 
oke, considering. Last week it went 
into the red, getting only $15,800 
with ‘Man Who Won’ (Powers). 

Strand (2,900; 35-55-75-85) — 
‘Blondie Johnson’ (WB) (2d week), 
Hit by what’s happened, only a 
short second week of five days on 
h.o. at $12,000. Initial seven days 
okay $20,000. ‘42d St.’ (WB) starts 
Thursday (9). 


Tacoma Seems All Right 


Tacoma, March 6 

Nothing to rave about this week. 
Three indies making two changes 
weekly now, with prices also shade 
down, while neighborhooders like: 
wise giving the shcewzoers low 
Done Him Wrong’ (Par) went for 
radios. 

Moratorium so far only hurting 
slightly. 

Estimates for This Week 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,400; 25) 
—Tonight Is Ours’ (Par), three 
days, ‘Sign of Cross’ (Par), four 
days, indicates good $4,500. ‘Cross’ 
may hold longer. Last week ‘She 
prices to draw 'em awway from the 








‘Race Track,’ looks weak at around | Mice $3,500. 
$8,000. House is now being oper- Roxy (Jensen-von Herberg) G.- 
;ated by its owner, W alter Reade, | 390; 15-20)—"Obey ie Law (Col) 
following Thursday night’s end of | 24 ‘Jungle Bride (Shef) first half, 
tenancy by RKO after a flopporoo then ‘So his Is Africa’ (¢ ol). Looks 
1 $8,300 for nine days of ‘Danger-|®round $6,000, good. ‘Africa’ is 
ously Yours.’ pulling ’em. B vs week ‘Child - 
| , aE > Lr ee | Manhattan’ ‘ol) very nice or 
rs. ay ad cnginok —. ae aa | $3,200, 

, x« ‘ ‘ is ~ « s ‘eT ‘ iit -s 
|red with ‘Broadway Bad’ on first lue Mouse (Hamrick) (659; 15- 
j;j run Hou se opens ‘Mussolini | 20) - iilor Be Gi od" , (RE <O) and 

Speaks’ Friday night (10) with a| ‘Mysterious Rider’ (Par), double, 
premiere and then goes grind jfirst half; “Blondie Johnson’ (WB) 
‘ and ‘Nagana’ (WB), double bill last 
Estimates for ‘Thi s Week half. Expected $1,590, not bad. Last 
Astor (1,912: $1 $1.65-$ Wax Museum’ (WB) fair, 
asputin’ (MG) (lith week). "Close $1,200. 
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INAUGURATION 
VERY HEY-HEY 
FOR WASH. 


Washington, March 6. 

The only people who hoped it 
would rain during the Inauguration 
week-end, the house managers, were 
disappointed. And with exception 
of Fox and Earle, no records were 
made. 

Two hundred and fifty thousand 
visitors swarmed into town begin- 
ning Thursday, but with balmy 
weather replacing usual wind and 
rain they all went to see the Wash- 
ington Monument. 

Bank moratorium didn’t bother 
things much either. Commercial 
National closed day before payday 
and 85% of government. clerks 
merely went around with dough in 
their pockets. Full seriousness of it 
didn’t sink in till today (Monday) 
and by that time they had spent 
their amusement allowances. 

Amos ’n’ Andy's first personal ap- 
pearance here was spread all over 
front of Fox. Feature didn’t even 
get mention in lights. One hundred- 
mile area was covered with teaser 
ads in hick papers as well as 75,000 
heralds in suburbs. Result broke 
house record Friday. Playing total 
of 22 shows in four days so far, 
house will turn in marvelous $30,000 
for week. 

Earle is doing smashing biz with 
*42a St.’ Stars, here for Inaugura- 
tion, went on stage Sunday after- 
noon and S. R. O, sign went up half 
hour before shorts started. Town is 
plastered with leg art in store win- 
dows. Vaughn De Leath is helping 
stage and week should reach near 
house record. Probably $23,000. 

Straight picture houses aren’t do- 
ing so well. Palace splattered sex 
all over town, ‘Evening Star’ even 
censored ads, but ‘She Done Him 
Wrong’ is up against too much op- 
position. Ladies and gents of sticks 
can get Mae West on hometown 
screens so they’re flocking to stage 
shows. Week won't better $16,000 
which is o. k. but not what it should 
see. 

‘Grand Slam’ at Met is only so-so. 
House is off beaten track and isn’t 
getting much out-of-town trade. 
Same goes only more so for ‘Rome 
Express’ at Rialto, and ‘Handle with 
Care’ at Columbia. 

Keith’s was right on parade route 
and snagged a good crowd Satur- 
day. ‘Great Jasper’ isn’t holding up 
against opposition, though, and 
week won't better $7,000. Passable 
but not up to holiday week on Rich- 
ard Dix. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Loew) (3,434; 15-25-35-50- 
60)—‘Clear All Wires’ (MG), and 
Amos ’n’ Andy. Blackface pair get- 
ting top billing and pulling gorgeous 
$30,000. Last week ‘What! No Beer?’ 
did oke with $24,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,424; 25-35-50-60- 
70)—~42d Street’ (WB) and stage. 
Vaughn De Leath helping but pic is 
real money getter. Headed for 
beautiful $23,500. Last week ‘Wom- 
an Accused’ (Par) did nicely with 
$20,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 15-25-35- 
60)—‘Great Jasper’ (RKO). Better 
than most straight picture houses 
but will have to be content with fair 
$7,000. Last week five days of ‘No 
Other Woman’ (RKO) got oke $4,- 
700. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 15-25-35- 
60)—‘She Done Him Wrong’ (Par). 
Inaugural visitors aren’t falling for 
sex stuff, but house should see sat- 
isfactory $16,500. Last week ‘Hal- 
lelujah I'm a Bum’ (UA) died with 
weak $12,500. 

Met (WB) (1,583; 25-35-50-60-70) 





—'Grand Slam’ (FN). Too much 
opposition; maybe $4,000. Last 
week ‘King’s Vacation’ (WB) got 


oke $4,500 on second week. 

Rialto (U) (1,853; 25-35-50-60)— 
‘Rome Express’ (U). Crowds just 
never see signs on 9th St. Maybe 
$4,000. Last week second of ‘Pri- 
vate Jones’ did acceptably with $3,- 
500. 


Columbia (Loew) (1,232: 15-25- 
35-40)—‘Handle with Care’ (Fox). 
Getting by with usual $3,000. Last 


week ‘Whistling in Dark’ (MG) bet- 
tered average slightly with $3,200. 





U. S. Communists’ Own 
Propaganda Newsreel 


A regularly handled newsreel 
dealing with communistic and so- 
cialistic items is being put out in 
New York. Issues are terweekly 
and released in both 35 and 16 mm. 

Reel is assembled by Workers 
Film and Photo League and. en- 
titled ‘America Today’. Garrison 
Films releases. 

Acme, New York, America’s sole 
communist theatre, is the only New 
York theatre outlet for the reel, al- 
though it’s spotted throughout the 

country in theatres. generally with 
Russian pictures. 


Very Good Sendoffs 
Will Help Prov. to 
Offset the Banks 


Providence, March 6. 
It’s anybody’s guess what the 
payoff will be this week. Banking 








holiday threw theatrical situation 
into confusion, and no one can figure 
what’s going to happen this stanza. 

Judging by the business most 
houses had on opening, this week 
had all the earmarks of a swell 
lineup. Even on Saturday when 
banking holiday was proclaimed 
business held up surprising well. 
But unfavorable reaction to the 
boxoffice for the rest -of the week, 
as the banks remain closed, is in- 
evitable. 

The big openings very likely will 
help theatres from taking a big 
slide rest of this week. All are ex- 
periencing considerable difficulty in 
making change, and overtures are 
being made to authorities here to 


at least remedy this situation at 
once, 
Live entertainment seems to 


be standing out once more this 
week. The only legit attraction in 
town is the stock performance of 
‘It's a Wise Child’ at the Modern. 
If the stock house continues the 
pace it set last week, there will be 
more grief for the picture houses. 
Every performance was packed at 
the stock stand, and the manage- 
ment reported substantial profit 
despite the heavy expense of open- 
ing week. 

Fay’'s, one.of three combo houses 
in town, started the week off with 
a bang, with 40 people in stage 
show the principal bait. Most likely 
this will be the best bet in town. 
Picture houses probably will not 
have any particular leader. Both 
the Paramount and the Majestic 
expect to share honors with twin 
bills. Loew's State had best open- 
ing in weeks with ‘Men Must Fight’ 
and with half a break it may come 
out of the cellar this week. 
‘Cavalcade’ closed a very satis- 
factory 10-days at the Carlton last 
Saturday (4); it was the most 
fruitful roadshow since ‘Big Pa- 
rade.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

RKO Albee (2,300; 15-66) ‘Great 
Jasper’ (RKO) and vaudeville. Best 
all-around bill house has had in 
many weeks. Picture holding its 
own despite big interest in live en- 
tertainment here, and Dix will have 
a great deal to do with house get- 
ting $7,000, oke. Last week ‘Topaze’ 
(RKO) with Rae Samuels heading 
vaudeville come through to $6,600 
finish. 
Carlton (Fay) (1,500; 55-$1.10) 
‘Cavalcade’ (Fox). Made _— swell 
showing during 10-day engagement. 
Had the support of the press, and 
well liked on all sides; $14,500 great, 
considering everything. 





Fay’s (1,600; 15-55)—Smoke 
Lightning’ (Fox) and vaudeville. 
Stage show especially attractive. 


Opening very big, and unless bank- 


ing situation drastically dents 
matters, house will be well out in 
front with at least $8,500. Last 
week ‘Blondie Johnson’ (WB) 


matched up swell with vaude, and 
grossed a good $7,200. 

Loew’s State (3,700; 10-25)—‘Men 
Must Fight’ (MG) Coming so soon 
after the raves over Diana Wyn- 
yard’s work in ‘Cavalcade’ proved 
favorable for this stand which had 
been taking it on the chin since it 
started price cutting war. Present 
indications are gross will go over 
$7,000 on strength of opening. Last 


week ‘Clear <All Wires’ (MG) 
couldn't muster over $5,300. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-55)— 


“Wax Museum’ (WB) and ‘Hypno- 
tized’ (WW). Nice bill and having 
no difficulty in making the hurdles; 
chances are it will garner at least 
$7,500 if banking conditions are 
eased. Last week ‘King’s Vacation’ 
(WB) and ‘Woman in Bondage’ 
(Auten), Arliss couldn't catch up 
with handicap of second feature; 
result was a fair $6,000. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-40) 
of the Jungle’ (Par) and 
Laughs’ (Trojan). Plenty of nice 
ballyhoo on Paramount picture 
built up swellest opening house has 
had in recent weeks. On strength 
of this opening gross should easily 
stay in the neighborhood of $7,500. 
Last week ‘Woman Accused’ (Par) 
and ‘Mysterious Rider’ (Par) oke at 
$6,100. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-25)—‘As 
the Devil Commands’ (Col) and 
| ‘Strange Adventure’ (Mono). House 


—King 
‘Shadow 





Grosses This Week 


In view of the national bank- 
ing situation, estimates must 
be broadly construed, and in 
no instance can the true box 
office value of a film be prop- 
erly gauged. 





here, despite handicaps, 
boxoffice business is holding 
up well, this is being dweit 
upon. 


Hub Was Just Getting e 
Out of the Ether, Then 
Came the Big Yawn 


Boston, March 6. 
Moratorium came just in time to 
hurt grosses, but Met and Par are 
proving exceptions to the rule by 














‘Ad St.’ $13,000, 
Relatively Sad, 
But Tops Balto 


Baltimore, March 6. 


Confirming general expectations, 
the legal holiday declared in Mary- 
land by Gov. Albert C. Ritchie was 
last week extended indef and now 





things are really beginning to 
tighten up. . The wail is rising, not 
only among the _ theatres, but 


throughout the commercial struc- 
ture of the state as credit lines be- 
come cramped and the supply of 
negotiables swiftly disappears. Coin 
is now a scarcity. 

Show business, which was man- 
aging to hold up fairly well through 
the early days of the banking holi- 
day, is now getting it in the throat. 
The loss to local theatres last week 
is figured at $25,000, and placed 
local show business right on the 
border line between profit and loss. 
That loss will jump currently to 
something closer to $75,000 for the 
theatres in this state, which will 
represent genuine, guaranteed car- 
mine ink on the books. 

The slump set in quickly after 
the announcement that the banks 
would remain closed indefinitely be- 
yond March 1, the date set orig- 
inally for the reopening of the 
money markets. Result was that 
the week that started off hearten- 
ingly enough, ended with a wheez- 
ing gasp and left the majority of 
the theatres clutching at straws. 
The neighborhood and_e small 
towns felt and are feeling the 
lengthening holiday more than the 
downtown sector of Baltimore, since 
the main stem still has enough 
loose coin flowing around to touch 
up the boxoffice somewhat; but out 
in the sticks the supply of coin 
was quickly exhausted and now it’s 
just from starvation. Out towards 
western Maryland, the small towns 
are reported feeling the brunt of the 
holiday as these towns have little 
communication -with the money 
lanes of metropolis. 

Every picture in town is taking a 
beating currently; even the her- 
alded ‘42d St.’ won’t top fair $13,000. 
The Hippodrome is having censor 
trouble as the Maryland board got 
after ‘Great Jasper.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25- 
35-45-55-65)—‘Clear All Wires’ 
(MG) and vaude._ Bill Robinson 
heading stage show and helping 
plenty. House will probably do 
about $13,000, a drop of about $3,500 
from normal, and strictly account- 
able to the bank situation. Both the 
Century and the Keith’s theatres 
are playing Lee Tracy pictures, the 
indie spot using the Universal flick, 
‘Private Jones.’ Bill Saxton for 
Loew’s and Laurence Schanberger 
of Keith’s tried to get together to 
avoid this duplication of stars on 
the rialto on the same week, but 
couldn’t reach an agreement. An- 
other example of how showmen kill 
off each other’s chances. Schanber- 
ger had ‘Luxury Liner’ (Par) ayail- 
able. Last week the Century did 
$14,200 with ‘Mme Blanche’ (MG), 
which started off okely, but dropped 
as the bank situation developed. 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,600; 
25-35-45-55-65) — ‘Great Jasper’ 
(RKO) and vaude. Paul Whiteman 
band headlining and helping plenty, 
but that bank ogre again takes its 
whack at the register and will likely 
hold the count down to only $11,000. 
House is also having difficulty with 
the censors regarding ‘Great Jas- 
per,’ and is even contempiating go- 
ing to the law about it. Gobs of 
feet cut out and then reinstated, 
and still argued about. First seri- 
ous censor jam in town in a long 
time. Last week was a bad disap- 
pointment for the tab show, ‘Rhap- 
sody in Black,’ headed by Ethel 
Waters. The flicker, ‘French Po- 





had the advantage of a midweek 
opening, and managed to chise! con- | 


; 





siderably before the other stands 
started the week. Looks like at 
least $2,600, oke. Last weck ‘Me-| 
Kenna of the Mounted’ (Col) and! 
‘Air Hostess’ (Col) also oke at 
$3,000. 

Metropolitan (3,400; 10-25) 
‘Penal Code’ and seven acts#e of 
vaudeville. Operated on a co-one 
ative plan, this stand is still hold 


ing its own despite all rumors that 
it would fold up. House spending 
plenty of advertising, and going 
seems to be just about right. In- 
dications are for at least $1,500 for 
first half. .Last week ‘False Faces’ 
stuck close to $1,200 for last half. 


} 
i 
t 





lice’ (RKO) was an admitted dud, 
which the house had been trying 
unsuccessfully to duck, but didn’t 


| expect anything ag bad as the final 


count-up of $16,160. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,400: 30- 
)-39)—Private Jonenr’ (UW). Public 
on the merry-go-round, as Lee 
Tracy headiining here and the Cen- 
tury, which isn't helping either 
house Doubtful of topping $4,000 
kiig Drive’ 
nicely at $4,996 

New (Mechanic) (1,406; 26-46 50) 
—BromAway at’ (or). A down 
ward ride once more for this house 
and apparettiy wort stop before it 
slides to $3,006 fur the nesmion. Last 


(FIX) lamt week cleaned | 


beating previcus week's business. 

Shortage of cash manifest and 
small coin scarce for making 
change. Only such houses as had 
laid in supply of silver and nickel 
and copper Friday could meet the 
needs for splitting the greenbacks. 

‘Cavalcade’ business took a slide 
downward, evoking decision to end 
its run at Majestic Saturday night, 
after six weeks. It could have gone 
another good week had it not been 
for banking shutdown. 

Two Loew majors had been bal- 
lyhooing Diana Wynyard and new 
film titled here ‘Men Must Fight 
for Women’; undoubted strong ap- 


peal to women, but financial situa- 
tion, temporarily, anyway, puts 
damper on that hope. 

Prospects generally paled as pub- 
lic felt the cash oozing and no defi- 
nite promise of replenishing. 

Estimates for This Week 
Majestic (Shubert) (1,600; 565- 
$1.65) — ‘Cavalcade’ (Fox) (th 
week). Folding Saturday, but only 
after it has demonstrated remark- 
able magnetic attraction for the 
shekels. Its run broke some rec- 
ords for film or legit house since 
depression set in. Last week $8,000, 
with hope of as much this current 
week, and would have done even 
better if not for banking calamity. 
Keith’s (RKO) (4,000; 25-40-55)— 
‘When Strangers Marry’ (Col) and 
vaudeville. Sadly facing shaving 
down to possible $12,000, due te cir- 
cumstances beyond showmanship 
control. Last weck ‘Great Jasper’ 
(RKO) and vaudeville, pretty good 
for $13,500. 

Boston (RKO) (4,000; 25-40-55)-— 
‘Topaze’ (RKO) and vaude. Lucky 
to get under wire for $8,500, no 
fault of show, however. Last week 
‘Private Jones’ (U) and vaude very 
good for $11,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 25-50)— 
‘Men Must Fight’ (MG). Struggling 
despite undoubted femme appeal of 
Diana Wynyard and the _ theme. 
Faint hope of low $10,000. Last week 
‘Clear All Wires’ (MG) found go- 
ing hard for $11,500. 

State (Loew) (3,000; 30-50)—‘Men 
Must Fight’ (MG). Seems doomed 
to poor $8,000. Last week ‘Clear All 
Wires’ (MG) managed to get $9,500. 
Met (Publix) (4,330; 35-50-65)— 
‘King of the Jungle’ (Par) and stage 
show. With handsome advance 
ballyhoo put on by Bill Pine pilot- 
ing Buster Crabbe and lion cubs all 
over the place, biz looks to exceed 


$22,000, good. Last week ‘King’s 
Vacation’ (WB) and stage show, 
$20,900. 


Scollay (Publix) —‘20,000 Years in 
Sing Sing’ and vaude. Success of 
the ‘Vinson vaude’ the talk of the 
town. Last week broke records, 
hitting it up for $14,600, handsome 
profit, and new show should go $12,- 
000 unless outside complications 
make a bigger dent than expected. 
Last week ‘She Done Him Wrong’ 
(Par) and best vaude bill town has 
seen in long time; the vaude did the 
trick. 

Paramount (Publix) (1,800; 25-35- 
50)—‘Crime of Century’ (Par) and 
‘Broadway Bad’ (Fox). Off for brisk 
race and ought to land at least $10,- 
000, very nice. Last week ‘Hard to 
Handle’ (WB) and ‘Ladies They 
Talk About’ (WB) did $9,800. 


Bischoff Making Two 
On Spec; Kelly-Saal In 


Hollywood, March 6. 


Without waiting to set a release, 
Sam Bischoff will produce two pic- 
tures on the Tiffany lot in the next 
few months. First is to be a de- 
tective yarn, starting in three 
weeks. 

Burt Kelly and William Saal stick 
with Bischoff in the production ar- 
rangements. E. W. Hammons’ op- 
tion on Bischoff to produce five 
more films was up last Tuesday 
(28), but it is likely Hammons will 
yet get together with the KBS tri- 
umvirate and release the pictures 
through World-Wide. 














week ‘So This Is Africa’ (Col) slid 
off after oke start to finish at $4,200. 

Stanley (Loew-UA) (3,400; 25-35- 
| 45-55-65)—‘42d St.’ (WB). Pace can 
be considered good only considering; 
lindicated $13,000 is good enough, 
but ordinarily would be sorrowful. 
| It typifies the sock that this town’s 
financial situation has received. 
Vrevious session was a disappointer 
for the Mae West epic, ‘She Done 
Him Wrong (Par), which finished 
to only $10,400 after a hopeful start. 


FRISCO DENTED 
35%, BUT COULD 
BE WORSE 


San Francisco, March 6. 
Sudden bank holiday proclama« 
tion left the town pinched for ready 
cash. Week-end grosses were 


slashed 35% and more, cut being 
felt especially by downtown houses 
where checks were not accepted un- 
less signer could identify himself, 
Naborhoods accepted checks free- 
ly and didn’t take such a rap from 
those folks who wanted to conserve 
what little cash they had for gro- 
ceries. 
Beginning of Lent (town is heay- 
ily Catholic) no doubt also affecting 
grosses, 
Every house in town will end in 
the red excepting the Paramount, 
which enjoyed good week-end busi« 
ness. 
Two roadshows screening, first 
time in years. The Barrymores in 
‘Rasputin’ at Columbia (legit) at 
$1.50, which is more dough than 
locals will spend, and ‘Cavalcade’ 
at $1.10. That 40c difference is 
making an amazing difference when 
it comes check up time, In its third 
week still going strong with ulti< 
mate in class trade and bank holi- 
day alone has thrown it off its 
stride. 
Paramount's ‘42nd Street’ is heav- 
ily playing up the myriad of cast 
names to good results, probably nice 
$14,500. Film looks like consistent 
biz puller. 
John Barrymore is running com- 
petish to himself. Not only is he in 
‘Rasputin,’ but he’s in “Topaze’ at 
RKO’s Golden Gate along with stage 
show. 
United Artists isn’t bragging 
about ‘Parachute Jumper,’ but is 
letting out a few cheers for the 
three-reeler ‘So This Is Harris,’ 
featuring Phil Harris, who caromed 
into western favoritism during his 
stay at local St. Francis hotel. Em- 
bassy has ‘Man Against Woman’ in 
it’s huh-uh. 
United California Theatres, in- 
cluding 64 houses of T & D, Golden 
State and Levin circuits asking em- 
ployees to work gratis this week. If 
unwilling, will throw out projection« 
ists and go non-union, letting man-« 
agers run booths until situation is 
cleared up. RKO may jerk stage 
shows from Golden Gate until crisig 
is over, and operate house under 
straight picture policy at low ad- 
missions. Exchanges are sending 
films C.O.D. only, making situation 
most acute. Many houses. will 
probably darken as a result. All 
theatres are accepting checks, 
F-WcC, after previous objections, 
now is advertising that fact. 
Estimates for This Week 
Embassy (Markowitz’ (1,700; 25< 
35)—‘Man Against Woman’ (Col). 
Jack Holt pulling a few of the 356 
spenders, but little else. Poor at 
$1,500. Last week ‘Old Dark House’ 
(U) with Karloff gave theatre its 
best week yet, $3,500, but still poor, 
It’s non-union. 
Columbia (legit) (1,800; 50-75-$1. 
$1.50) —‘Rasputin’ (MG). Barry- 
mores mean something, but that 
$1.50 top counteracts much of the 
family’s draw. Off to poor start ace 
count bank holiday, maybe $5,000. 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 30-40< 
65)—’Topaze’ (RKO) and vaude, 
John Barrymore pulling. Fashion 
show on stage something of an aid. 
Looks like weak $9,500. Last week 
‘Private Jones’ (U) surprisingly big 
at $16,000. 
Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 30-40- 
55)—‘42nd Street’ (WB). Okay $14,- 
000 not up to smashing figures of 
last two weeks, but still on right 
side of ledger. ‘Sign of Cross’ (Par) 
crashed through to big $20,000 last 
week. 
St .Francis (Fox) (1,600: 55-83- 
$1.10) — ‘Cavaleade’ (Fox) (3rd 
week). Roadshow prices scared out 
folks wo were short of cash and 
caught bank holiday. However, 
still okay at*®$6,000. Second week 
$9,500. 
United Artists (1,400; 25-35-50)— 
‘Parachute Jumper’ (WB). House 
not doing so well with films other 
theatres have turned down, i.e. 
this’n. Phil Harris short with band 
leader immensely’ popular here, 
helping a lot. Around $5,000. Last 
week ‘Madame Butterfly’ (Par) and 
Winchell short got $5,000. 
Warfield (Fox) (35-55-65) — 
‘Woman Accused’ (Par) and stage 
show. Bing Crosby short and Oscar 
3aum, new conductor. ‘Liberty’s’ 
yarn well known to many, but $10,- 
500 the mild answer. Last week 
‘Ladies They Talk About’ (WB) and 
stage show with Ben Turpin, Snub 
Pollard got good $19,000. 





BAXTER VICE MERIVALE 


Hollywood, March 6. 
Warner Baxter replaces Philip 
Merivale as the male lead in ‘I Loved 
You Wednesday.’ Elissa Landi has 
the femme top spot. Henry King 





will direct, 
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~ Philly Fizzles 


Under Bank Strain 





But Ben Bernie Should Help the Earle and 
‘Blondie’ to a Nice $20,000 








Philadelphia, March 6, 

Practically every house in town 
under normal. Bank situation the 
eause. It’s about the low-water 
mark of the season. 

A general upward trend was opti- 
mistically figured for this week un- 
til the banking thing eventuated. 
Normally, Ben Bernie and his or- 


chestra would have boosted the 
Earle’s gross back to the $20,000 
mark, from which it had been back- 
sliding for several weeks. Pictyre 
is ‘Blondie Johnson,’ which got only 
lukewarm notices; Bernie outfit 
should help plenty. 

John Barrymore's ‘Topaze’ re- 
ceived rave reviews on its Friday 
opening at the Boyd and, although 
box-office response will hardly re- 
flect tone of those reviews, a good 
week is expected with $14,000 or 
better indicated. 

Some more stimulation in busi- 
ness is confidently figured when ‘42d 
Street’ opens at the Stanley tomor- 
row (Tuesday). Big advance bal- 
Iyhoo with the highly-advertised 
trainload of Warner Brothers stars 
to give added impetus should make 
this one of the best money bets the 
Stanley has had in a couple of 
months. If a star-studded affair 
like this can’t make the grade, then 
what can? 

‘Cavalcade,’ while weak at mati- 
nees, is standing up well at the Lo- 
cust and will probably remain at 
least three weeks more. Current 
pace is just under $9,000, satisfac- 
tory. 

Otherwise the line-up is more 
than fair. Fox has ‘Humanity’ on 
the screen and is giving it the play- 
up as opposed to the name-lacking 
stage show. Stanton’s ‘Child of 
Manhattan’ didn’t get any enthusi- 
astic notices. 

Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (600; 25-40-50)—‘Strange 
Interlude’ (MG). Should get a sub- 
stantial average week, $2,700 ex- 
pected. Last week, ‘No Man of Her 
Own’ (Par) got $2,400, not bad, but 


not good. 

Boyd (2,400; 40-55) — “Topaze’ 
(RKO). Swell reviews and a prob- 
able good week, though chances for 
holding over are slim; $14,000 indi- 
cated. Last week, ‘Rockabye’ (RKO) 
couldn’t quite reach $11,000, not so 
forte. 

Earle (2,000; 35-55-65)—‘Blondie 
Johnson’ (FN) and vaude. Picture 
panned, but Ben Bernie, heading 
stage bill should help a lot; $20,000 
figured possible. Last week, ‘Em- 
ployees’ Entrance’ (FN) and vaude 
n.s.g. at $14,500. 

Fox (3,000; 35-55-75) —‘Humanity’ 
(Fox) and stage show. Combina- 
tion doesn’t look so hot especially 
with absence of names on stage bill. 
Not more than $16,000 forecast. Last 
week ‘Broadway Bad’ (Fox) and 
stage show hit the expected $17,500 
figure, which was under house nor- 
mal, but fairly satisfactory. 

Karlton (1,000; 30-40-50)—‘No 
Other Woman’ (RKO). Looks like 
a very mild $3,200. Last week 
‘Whistling in the Dark’ (MG) $4,- 
000, good. 

Keith’s (2,000; 15-25-35)—‘Pari- 
gian Romance’ (Allied) and vaude. 
This popular priced house hitting 
steady level. Usual $7,000 expected. 
Last week, ‘Strange Adventure’ 
(Mono) and vaude, got the same 
amount. 

Locust (1,300; 55-$1.65)—‘Caval- 
cade’ (Fox). In fourth week, this 
one grossed a little better than 
$8,500 and should hold same pace 


this week. 

Stanley (3,700; 40-55)—‘Grand 
Blam’ (FN). Booked in for three 
days only. Notices were swell and 
business may surprise skeptics who 
arranged short stay. ‘42nd Street’ 
in Tuesday with plenty ballyhoo. 
Last week ‘Madame Blanche’ (MG) 
rather dismal at $11,000, a grand and 
a half less than hoped-for figure. 

Stanton (1,700; 30-40-55)—‘Child 
of Manhattan’ (Col). Mildly received 
and hardly likely to get better than 
$7,500, less than average. Last 
week, ‘Hello Everybody’ (Par), $8,- 
600, pretty good. 


Weeks Stalls Prod. 


Hollywood, March 6. 

George Weeks has called off pro- 
@uction on a Reginald Denny pic- 
ture for Mayfair release, which was 
to have started March 15. 

In the meantime, Weeks {fs mov- 
ing from Metropolitan studios to 
Larry Darmour plant. 








METRO BACKSTAGE AGAIN 
Hollywood, March 6. 
Metro purchased ‘Presenting Lily 
Mars,’ backstage story by Booth 
Tarkington, which appeared in the 
‘Saturday Evening Post’ recently. 
Joe Mankiewicz is adapting and dia- 
loging. 


he 





Montreal Can’t Complain 
In Face of Everything 


Montreal, March 6. 

Things are little less dark than 
feared, but maybe quality of pic- 
tures showing has something to do 
with it. George Rotsky has tied 
up ‘State Fair’ with a bunch of 
local firms who have booths on 
mezzanine floor with samples free 
for show-shoppers, a combination 


that has special appeal for Mont- 
realers. This should hold up gross 
to around $11,000 which nowadays 
is quite good for the Palace. 

Competition is again cut to the 
bone. His Majesty’s, which gave 
a French operetta show last week 
is again French this week with 
‘Dansons’ and though this may af- 
fect the gross at Imperial and 
Cinema de Paris is not likely to 
make any dent on the English pix 
main stems. Capitol has held up 
well for the past few weeks and 
will likely do at least as well cur- 
rently with ‘Son-Daughter’ and 
‘Parachute Jumper.’ $10,000 gross 
is a conservative estimate. 

Loew's has ‘Whistling in the 
Dark’ and five acts of vaudeville, 
ballyhooed as over-average; looks 
$11,000, also a good gross on re- 
duced prices. Princess’ ‘Child of 
Manhattan’ and ‘Obey the Law’ 
(Col) will gross over $5,000. 

Nabes are 80% in the red; about 
15% just making the grade and 5% 
showing small profit. 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (Ind) (1,600; 50- 
$1.00) ‘Dansons’ (French). Cannot 
see much above $4,000 for this. Last 
week French Operetta Society 
grossed about $6,000, mostly sub- 
scription money. 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 60) ‘State 
Fair’ (Fox). This ought to hold up 
around $11,000 with smart ballyhoo 
and tie-up by Manager Rotsky. 
Last week ‘King’s Vacation’ (WB) 





sorta faded, grossing $10,000, not 
too bad. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 50) ‘Son- 
Daughter’ (MG) and ‘Parachute 


Nice bill, liable to 
gross $10,500. Last week ‘Tonight 
Is Ours’ (Par) and ‘Hello Every- 
body’ (Par) a good $11,000. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 65) ‘Whis- 
tling in the Dark’ (MG) and five 
acts vaudeville. Jim Adams mak- 
ing brave effort to overcome set- 
backs and looks for $12,000. Last 
week ‘Billion. Dollar Scandal’ (Par) 
and vaude grossed $11,000. 

Princess (CT) (1,900; 50) ‘Child 
of Manhattan’ (Col) and ‘Obey the 
Law’ (Col). May get $5,500. Last 
week ‘After the Ball’ (Brit) and 
‘Missing Rembrandt’ (Brit) got by 
nicely with $5,000. 

Imperial (France-Film) (1,900; 50) 
‘Milady’ (French). Second episode 
of this film may get $1,500. First 
episode last week grossed $2,000. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25) ‘Cendrillon de _ Paris’ 
(French) and ‘L’Express de Shang- 
hai’ (Par). Should hold at $1,000. 
$760. week ‘Mater Dolorosa’ (French) 
750. 


Jumper’ (WB). 





Censors Reconsidered 
In Pennsy Re West Pic 


Pittsburgh, March 6. 

Not satisfied with the score or 
more cuts made in the Mae West 
picture, ‘She Done Him Wrong,’ 
originally, censors in this state 
slipped in a few more eliminations 
a couple of days after picture had 
cpened here at the Penn last week. 

Chief among the later cuts was 
the entire song number, T Like a 
Man Who Takes His Time,’ which 
was reported last week as in. It 
was over the week-end, with the 


elimination not coming through 
from censor headquarters until 
Monday. 


That made it around four min- 
utes all told cut from the film in 
this state. Doesn’t amount to a 
whole lot in actual time, but chop- 
ped dialog all through left the pic- 
ture in pretty bad shape. 

An indication as to the inconsist- 
ency of censorship locally is to be 
found in the fact that of all the lines 
figured as a sure pop for the scis- 
sors, the one in which Lou tells 
Cary Grant, ‘You can be _ had,’ 
stayed in. 


Col Takes Two Ross Shorts 
Hollywood, March 6. 
Two shorts, made by Nat Ross, 
without a release set, have been 
taken over by Columbia for distri- 
bution. Two reelers are ‘Partners 
Two’, with Alexander and Nat Carr, 

and ‘Campus Codes’. 

Ross made the pictures 
months ago at Metropolitan. 
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Grosses This Week 


in view of the national bank- 
ing situation, estimates must 
be broadly construed, and in 
no instance can the true box 
office value of a film be prop- 
erly gauged. 

Where, despite handicaps, 
boxoffice business is holding 
up well, this is being dwelt 


upon. 














‘42D ST. WILL CLOCK 
NICE 106 IN INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, March 6. 

Everything seemed to be on the 
upturn here, with the Circle look- 
ing particularly bright with ‘42d 
Street,’ and then came the dawn. 
When the ‘42d Street-General Elec- 
tric’ train was here just before the 
opening of the pic there were thou- 
sands of people in town to see the 
celebs. It was the biggest crowd 
since the Hon. Mr. Roosevelt was 
here in his preelection campaign. 
The stars appeared on the stage of 
the Indiana and played to sittees in 
the walkways. The crowds at the 
two Indiana shows were the largest 
that ever were stuck in at the 
house, and fire inspectors were 
called in to help clear the aisles. 
That was the first two shows; now 
with the banking situation, it’s 
something else again. 

WLS Barn Dance unit on the 
stage at the Lyric is the toughest 
competition this week with the 
Circle, but the Indiana is sticking 
close with the Boswell Sisters gn 
the stage. 

‘Cavalcade’ is slated to. start 
road-showing at English’s Thurs- 
day (9) at $1.65, but very doubtful 
whether this town will go for such 
prices. ‘Scandals’ slated to come in 
at English’s for three days begin- 
ning (6). Cancelled because of the 
money situash. 

Apollo finally let ‘State Fair’ go 
after setting a historical record with 
a three week play. 


Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
40)—‘Topaze’ (RKO). Pulling fairly 
and should end around $3,000; good. 
Barrymore has strong pull here and 
particularly at this spot. Last 
week ‘State Fair’ (Fox) in its third 
week registered nice $4,000. 

Circle (Circle) (2,600; 25-40—‘42d 
Street’ (WB). Great start and 
maybe $10,000 or better, okay. Last 
week ‘Sign of the Cross’ (Par) re- 
play from the Indiana did around 
$4,500; good. 

Indiana (Circle) (3,300; 25-40)— 
‘Jungle King’ (Par) and Boswell 
Sisters on stage. Should hit oke 
$13,000. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,800; 25- 
40)—‘Men Must Fight’ (MG). May 
do conservative $4,000. Last week 
‘Clear All Wires’ (MG) ditto. 

Lyric (Fourth Ave.) (2,600; 25- 
35-50)—Sailor Be Good’ (RKO) and 
WLS Barn Dance unit on the stage. 
Will finish around $8,000, good. Last 
week Raynor Lehr unit on the stage 
in its sixth week, and ‘Broadway 
Bad’ (Fox) finished around $7,500. 
Unit went to Canton, O. 


T.0.C.C. ADVOCATES 
EXHIBS’ SINKING FUND, 


Consideration of establishing a 
sinking fund for relief of indie ex- 
hibitors and as an assurance to dis- 
tributors will probably feature a 
New York mass meeting now sched- 
uled for tomorow (Wednesday). Im- 
mediately upon returning from 
Washington on Monday, Charles 
O’Reilly, head of the Theatre Own- 
ers Chamber of Commerce, started 
the call for the Greater New York 
get-together of exhibitors. 

Theatres can’t be expected to pay 
what they are not taking in any 
more than exchanges can be kept 
open without cash. Exhibitors will 
be asked to co-operate to their ut- 
most. The TOCC idea {is to work 
out a formula whereby both sides 
will get the maximum of benefit 
without over-endangering the re- 
sources of either. 

The sinking fund, as considered, 
would be different than any of its 
kind in the past. It would make 
for exhibs who cannot meet rental 
specified in the contract by turning ! 
as much cash over to distribs as 
possible. This would be recorded as 
a down payment. But the remain- 
der of the rental due would be en- 
tered on the fund books as a credit 
to the distrib which would be paid 
off just as soon as the theatre rea- 
lized an uptrend. 














Masquers’ Comedy Goes In 
Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Next Masquers’ comedy for Radio 
release goes into work this week. 
Title is ‘The Moonshiner’s Daugh- 
ter or Abroad in Kentucky’. 
Walter Weems scripted and Al 


L’ ville Lags, ’n’ How! 


Louisville, March 6. 
Banking holidays cut into gross 
closing days of last week. This 
week looks murderous. It’s any- 
body’s guess on business. 


Estimates for This Week 

Loew's (3,400; 25-35-50), ‘Fast 
Life’ (MG). May get up to $2,500 or 
$3,000. Last week ‘Clear All Wires’ 
(MG), $4,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (2,700; 25- 
30-55), ‘The Mummy’ (U) and five 
acts of RKO vaude. Fifty per cent 
off in prospect from last week's 
‘Woman Accused’ (Par), which with 
lukewarm reviews brought $7,000. 
Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,706; 25- 
35-50), ‘$20,000 Years in Sing Sing’ 
(FN). Mebbe $3,500. Last week 
‘Sign of the Cross’ (Par) held up 
fairly well for $3,000. 

Brown (2,000; 25-35-50), “Topaze’ 
(RKO). Class appeal, $1,600 likely. 
Last week ‘As Devil Commands’ 
(Col) $1,500. 

Alamo (Fourth Ave.) (900; 15-25- 
40), ‘Crime of Century’ (Par). Only 
$1,200. Last week ‘Broadway Bad’ 
(Fox) $1,700. 








Premature Spring Also 
Helps Annoy Seattle 


Seattle, March 6. 

Not only the moratorium but the 
first spring weather of the season 
didn’t help either over the weekend. 
Ditto the auto show. 

New independent company ifs now 
operating Paramount and Coliseum, 
former PNW and F-WC houses that 
went through the _ receivership 
wringer. Operating corporation is 
composed of Frank Newman, Sr., Al 
Rosenberg and Al Finklestein. For- 
mer has been div. mgr. for F-WC 
and PNW past 18 months; Rosen- 
berg and Finklestein former opera- 
tors of Fox Pacific Theatres, and 
two neighbors in University district, 
Neptune and Egyptian. 

Fifth Ave. here and Yakima 
houses, still in Washington State 
Theatres receivership, with E. W. 
Scott receiver. Expected Fox Co- 
lumbia to also acquire this, with 
NRF operating soon, along similar 
basis. 

Metropolitan did oke with ‘Caval- 
cade’ at roadshow prices, holding 
one more day; then comes ‘Ras- 
putin’ with $1.65 top. However, 
most at $1.10. 

Holding ‘Cross’ at Fifth second 
week proved a dive for new low. 
Pix lacks modern stuff. 


Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (NRF) (3,106; 25-40), 
‘What! No Beer?’ (MG). Inline with 
what’s wanted these depresh days, 
laughs helping, but $5,500 is slow 
trade. Last week ‘Hello, Everybody’ 
(Par), with radio revue devised, in 
try to bolster up, but slumped to bad 


$4,300. 
Fifth Ave. (2,300; 25-40), ‘20,000 
Years’ and ‘Luxury Liner’ (Par). 


Double bill not in tune with depresh 
demand for lighter stuff and com- 
edy, but $5,500 is fair. Last week 
‘Sign of Cross’ (Par), second week, 
didn’t do a thing; terrible at $2,800. 


Liberty (Jensen-von MHerberg) 
(2,000; 10-15-25), ‘State Trooper’ 
(Col). Okay for $5,000. Last week 


Maming Guns’ (U) tremendous for 
dandy $5,200. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (950; 25- 
35), ‘Hallelujah, I’m a Bum’ (UA). 
No big play for Jolson; $3,000, poor. 
Last week ‘Half Naked Truth’ 
(RKO) big with Tracy and Velez, 
$5,000, 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (1,000; 25- 
35), ‘Mummy’ (U). Fair at $3,500. 
Last week ‘Hard to Handle’ (WB) 
with band presentation $3,100. 

Coliseum (NFR) (1,800; 15-25), 
‘Farewell to Arms’ (Par), Going at 
these prices for a bit of change; 
$3,500, fair. Last week ‘Flesh’ (MG) 
and ‘Me and My Gal’ (Fox), double 
bill, $3,100, slow. 

Metropolitan (University) (1,400; 
50-$1.65), ‘Rasputin’ (MG), Fair for 
$6,500. Last week ‘Cavalcade’ (Fox) 
held extra day, building, finishing 
strong for eight days at $8,700. 





Warner-Metro Special 
Inaugural Ballyhoos 


Metro, with its traveling studio, 
went into Washington Saturday (4) 
as opposition to Warner Bros. with 
its ‘42nd Street’ special train, which 
reached the Capital for the inaug- 
uration. At the same time Metro 


‘rushed a print of ‘Gabriel Over the 


White House’ by plane for a special 
showing day of the inauguration, 
while WB opened its ‘42nd Street’ 
at the Earle a day ahead, Friday 
(3). 

Metro turned out ‘Gabriel’ tin 
record time for that studio of 10 
days in order to get into Washing- 
ton in time. Studio was on a 24- 


Censorial Shears 
Clip West Pic, 116; 
Cincy Not So Worse 


Cincinnati, March 6. 





‘She Done Him Wrong’ is blah 
due largely to heavy cutting by 
Ohio censors. ‘Mummy’ drew so 
good over week-end at Grand that 


it’s being held over for full week. 


Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-65) 
‘Broadway Bad’ (Fox) and vaude, 
Ted Lewis topping. Slow start in- 
dicates $13,000, not so bad. Last 
week ‘Topaze’ (RKO) and Irene 
Rich heading stage, $9,900, poor. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 30-55) ‘She 
Done Him Wrong’ (Par). Mae West 
and the ‘Diamond Lil’ biz hurrahed 
but b.o. echoes disappointing in 
view of the heavy censorial shears, 
only $11,000. Last week ‘State Fair’ 
(Fox) $11,900, heavy black. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,285; 35-55) ‘Sec- 
ond Hand Wife’ (Fox). Oke at $7,- 


000. Last week ‘Dangerously Yours’ 
(Fox), mild $4,700. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 25-40) 
‘King’s Vacation’ (WB). George 


Arliss plugged in extra advertising. 
Ruth Etting bigged in this theatre's 
now customary radio name short 
subject. Fast getaway looks like 
$5,500, oke considering. Last week 
‘Blondie Johnson’ (FN), $5,400, oke. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 55-85- 
$1.10) ‘Cavalcade’ (Fox). Last 
week got $3,300, ns.h. as a hold- 
over. House is again idle indef. 

Grand (RKO) (1,025; 15-30) 
‘Mummy’ (U). Staying a full week 
because of dandy $3,500 pace. Last 
week ‘Face in the Sky’ (Fox) and 
‘Lucky Devils’ (RKO), $2,200, mild. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25) 
‘Flaming Guns’ (U) and ‘Her Mad 
Nicht’ (Fischer). Split week, $2,000, 
mild. Last week ‘Strange People’ 
(1st Div) and ‘Infernal Machine’ 
(Fox), $1,600, light. 

Strand (1,160; 15-25) ‘Private 
Scandal’ (Maj) and ‘Red Haired 
Alibi’ (Maj). Split week, $1,000, 
good. Last week ‘West of Singa- 
pore’ (Mono) and ‘Bachelor Mother’ 
(Mono) and ‘Crashing Broadway’ 
(Mono) double-bill for last half, 
$1,200, fair. 

Ufa (400; 30-40) ‘Captain of Koe- 
penick’ (German). Fair $800. Last 
week ‘Louise, Queen of Prussia’ 
(German) held over for second 
week-end, $1,100, good. 


‘CROSS’ WILL GET 156’S 
IN NEW’K REGARDLESS 


Newark, March 6. 

Closing of banks had slight effect 
over the weekend as some suburban 
banks remained open. General feel- 
ing is that the damage will be done 
this week, regardless of develop- 
ments, 

‘Sign of Cross’ at Paramount- 
Newark opening very big and would 
normally go far beyond the possible 
$15,000 ascribed to it. Most of the 
others also indicate reasonable busi- 
ness, in face of everything. 

‘Cavalcade’ opens the 15th at Ter- 
minal, two-a-day, reserved seats. 

Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,966; 15-65)— 
‘Grand Slam’ (WB). Bridge strong 
here but this may not top $7,000. 
Last week ‘Ladies They Talk About’ 
(WB) on six days could have been 
worse than $8,000. Three days of 
‘Nagana’ (U) with no weekend not 
bad at $3,500. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35-50) 
—‘Hot Pepper’ (Fox), and ‘Tonight 
Is Ours’ (Par). Will break the un- 
failing $5,000 with about $3,500. Last 
week ‘Hard to Handle’ (WB) and 
‘Island of Lost Souls’ (Par) nice 
with $5,200. 

Little (Cinema) (299; 25-40-50)— 
‘Barberina, die Taenzerin von Sans- 
Souci’ (Cap), and ‘Der Stolz der III. 
Compagnie’ (Cap). House hit worse 
than rest, possibly because pull of 
Germans is gone. Brings an Eng- 
lish film next week. Possibly $500. 
Last week ‘Gitta Entdeckt Ihr Herz’ 
(Cap) and ‘Der Falsche Feldmar- 
schal’ (Cap) bad at under $700. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 15-75)— 
‘What! No Beer?’ (MG) and vaude. 
Okay on start but may fall to $9,500, 
Last week ‘Kid From Spain’ (UA) 
grand at $19,000. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- 
99)—‘Sign of Cross’ (Par) and 
vaude. Standees steady from Fri- 
day night and at the worst should 
hold to a big $15,000. Last week 
‘Luxury Liner’ (Par) and ‘Follow 
Through’ tab fair at $9,700. 

Proctor’s (MIKO) (2,300; 15-75)— 
‘Topaze’ (RKO) and vaude. Getting 
strong play from suburban towns 
and looks nice but maybe won't top 
$10,000. Last week ‘Sailor Be Good’ 
(Radio) and Olsen and Johnson a 
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Pasadena Censor Quits Under Fire, 


-——— + 


Then Renegs; City Lays Down Law 


Pasadena, Cal., March 6, 

After tendering her resignation 
as chairman of the Pasadena vol- 
untary censor board late Thursday 
(2), Mrs. Robert E. McClure, chair- 
man, under fire because of charges 
that she used her position in pro- 
moting the Fox West Coast Colo- 


rado, and one of its special juvenile 
programs, withdrew her action at a 
joint meeting of the Board of City 
Directors and the reviewing body 
which convened the following morn- 
ing. 

Threatened shakeup of the board, 
and probable dismissal of the chair- 
man, followed widespread com- 
plaints by leading residents that 
Mrs. McClure allegedly was at- 
tempting to influence attendance at 
the Colorado; also that she openly 
sponsored a Saturday program 
booked for presentation under the 
reputed auspices of the Longfellow 
Parent-Teacher association, 


Lays Down Law 


City Board, in session behind 
closed doors with the reviewing 
body, after being informed that Mrs. 
McClure had rescinded her decision 
to resign, laid down strict govern- 
ing rules for the censor board. The 
three non-paid members were told 
in no unmistakable terms that their 
province was to review and censor 
pictures and other amusements, and 
that under no circumstances would 
sponsoring or endorsing be permit- 
ted. 

Generally believed here that Mrs. 
McClure will only remain with the 
board temporarily, and that W. J. 
Leishman, its vice-president, will 
succeed her as chairman. 

Tempest arose when many of the 
better element of citizens became 
incensed a week ago when their 
children returned from school, either 
carrying, or having pinned to their 
clothing, a dodger, purportedly is- 
sued by the Longfellow P-T body, 
which was a plug for the F-WC 
house, and a special juvenile mat 
scheduled for the next day. 


Dodgers Plug House 


What incensed many was that 
portion of the dodger that read: 
‘This entertainment is unique in 
that it is the only movie house in 
Pasadena that gives a program ex- 
pressly for juniors.’ 

Fact is that on the same day a 
group of independents staged a 
similar juv matinée in the Civic 
Auditorium, announcement of which 
had gone out before the F-WC en- 
dorsement appeared. Herald, which 
also carried the admission price 
(10c), bore the printed signatures 
of Mrs. J. O. Grace, president, and 
Mrs. A. C. Gillett, M. P., chairman, 
Longfellow P-T Assn. Both deny 
they authorized the use of their 
names. 

Censor board proved a stormy 
thorn in the side of picture house 
managers during the first few 
months of its existence, and Mrs. 
McClure, its chairman, was repeat- 
edly denounced for what exhibs 
termed high-handed methods and 
arbitrary rulings. The two other 
members of the board are Leishman, 
and George Schuler, secretary. 

Defying the arbitrary decision of 
the Censor Board to ban ‘Faithless’ 
after it previously had been shown 
at the United Artists and the Pasa- 
dena, George Parks, indie operator 
of the Park, showed the Metro pic- 
ture, though a permit had been de- 
nied him by Chairman McClure. 

The board had previously granted 
a permit to Warners Egyptian, but 
after turning down Haines wrote 
the management requesting that it 
refrain from showing the film, in 
spite of the permit. 

Defiance of Haines is expected to 
bring action early this week. Leish- 
man and Schuler, of the board, are 
said to have admitted they did not 
see the picture before deciding to 
ban it. 





OKLA. CHAIN UNAFFECTED 


Oklahoma City, March 6. 
The Regal theatres in Oklhoma, 
f owned by Publix-Paramount 
and half owned by Joseph H. Cooper 
of New York, are not involved in 
the Paramount receivership pro- 
ceedings, according to Pat McGee, 
zone manager. 
-. Houses are Criterion, Capitol, 
Circle, Ritz and Victoria in Okla- 
homa City, and the Regal theatres, 
. all of which will continue to be op- 
_ erated independent of the receiver- 





B&K’S STATE-LAKE? 


Bid Reported For RKO Stand— 
J. L. & S. Offer % 








Chicago, March 6, 


Status of State-Lake is the same. 
House remains dark with RKO dis- 
interested, Meanwhile landlords 
not responsive evidently to a per- 
centage sharing deal made them by 
Jones, Linick & Schaefer. 


Balaban & Katz understood to 
have put in a bid to take over 
State-Lake but on what terms or 
for what purpose undisclosed. Some 
doubt on this possibility as with 
the United Artists, Oriental, Me- 
Vickers and Roosevelt to keep 
booked the straight picture problem 
for B&K is already acute. 


MAYER’S RIALTO, N. Y., 
MORROS’ CRITERION? 


Arthur Mayer will operate the 
Rialto, New York, as a second-run. 
He is Paramount-Publix’s director 
of advertising and publicity, but 
may concentrate solely on independ- 
ent theatre operation under a deal 
with Paramount in lieu of his unex- 
pired contract, which has another 
year to go. Rental on house to stand 
at $1,500. 

Mayer says that the deal on rent 
has not yet been set up. It’s with 
the Orbi-Mundie Realty Co., which 
holds the Rialto lease. Publix had 
been paying $3,500 for rent, taxes 
and depreciation charges and had 
been attempting to rent theatre at 
that figure to other parties. 

On takeover of house this Friday 
(10), Ed Lenihan, former district 
manager for RKO, goes in as house 
manager. Advertising campaign on 
the opening is going through Pub- 
lix channels via Jack McInerney, 
‘She Done Him Wrong" first picture 
in. Policy will be Par pictures, sec- 
ond run, after playing Broadway 
Par, as well as other product avail- 
able on market, on a 25, 35 and 50c 
grind. 

Reported also that Boris Morros, 
de luxe theatre operator and stage 
show head of Publix, may take over 
operation of the Criterion, N. Y., 
now dark, another Publix stand. 
Criterion, held by the Crescent 
Realty Co., can be rented for $1,400. 
Prior to offer to Morros, a deal 
was on to turn it over to Jack Barry 
in lieu of his unexpired contract 
which Publix has been paying off 
for some time. 











i] 
Par Creditors Approve 
+. — 

Carrying Business On 
Adolph Zukor and Charles D. 
Hillies, receivers for Paramount- 
Publix are readying a formal re- 
port to be filed with Federal Judge 
Bondy on March 17, date of the 
hearing when an order to show 
cause is returnable why the tem- 
porary receivership should not be 
made permanent, 
A tentative report on the condition 
of the company was read before the 
first meeting of Par creditors, who 
approved continuing the business 
under the receivérship, rather than 
suggesting liquidation, on Friday 
(3). 

Meeting was held downtown with 

around 100 persons of various in- 
terests represented including at- 
torneys for one of litigants against 
Par in one of several suits aimed 
to attack Paramount’s sale of 23 
films to a newly organized subsidi- 
ary, Film Production Corp., for 
something like $6,771,000. 
Plaintiff in this suit is one Levy, 
represented by Attorney Samuel 
Zirn, who wanted to ask certain 
prelim questions of Mr. Zukor. 
Counsel for the latter, however, ad- 
vised that the creditors’ meeting 
was not the place for those ques- 
tions. 


Seiter Gets Radio Term 


Hollywood, March 6. 
William A. Seiter draws a term 
contract at Radio and will direct 
‘Careless,’ the Maurine Watkins un- 
produced play as his first under the 
new eg eement, 
He went on the lot to do one, the 











current Wheeler and Woolsey film.. 





Out o’ Luck Gal 


St. Paul, March 6, 

On last day of her 11-years’ 
employment with Publix, Det 
McSherry lost $43 from her 
purse. 

Sneak thief slipped the purse 
from the zippered compart- 
ment of her bag when she left 
her post for a few minutes. 














NO CHANCE OF 
FOX RECEIVER 
—KENT 


*There will be no receivership for 


Fox.’ 

Statement is direct from Sid Kent 
as a hectic Monday (6), brought on 
by excitement of the banking mora- 
toriums, involved Fox and other 
companies in all kinds of reports. 
Most of the scares hailed from Hol- 
lywood. 

It was learned elsewhere that 
adjustment of the Fox indebted- 
ing, precludes any possibility of 
that company going into receiver- 
ship. Indebtedness now maturing 
amounts to around $900,000, repre- 
senting six months’ interest on the 
company’s $30,000,000 6% deben- 
tures. This interest falls due around 
April 1. 


It is held certain that Chase will 
look for payment but plans to re- 
adjust this payment are on. Nature 
of any plan which may be accepted 
isn’t known and Chase, itself, has 
come to no decision that way. But 
there are»weveral tentative methods 
under consideration. 


Fact of a readjustment coming 
was seen last week when Chase 
pulled its representation from the 
Fox operating end of the company. 
Board preferring to leave every- 
thing to Sidney R. Kent. 


This, of itself, reflects the faith 
the bankers have in Kent and his 
ability to pull the company through. 
Since Kent’s entrance into the Fox 
picture it is generally known that 
the operating end of that company, 
all the way down, has been im- 
proved. Additionally, Kent showed 
the boys how some frank and 
round-the-table talk helps when he 
and Winthrop Aldrich, in London, 
came to an amicable understand- 
ing with the Ostrers and the Brit- 
ish Gaumont people, after others 
had failed to bring accord. 
In the same manner Chase and 
Kent hope to readjust the Fox film 
situation with one another. The 
$900,000 interest which falls- due in 
the next few weeks is due mostly to 
Chase which holds the majority of 
the debentures, Insiders look to 
the two reaching an understanding 
on the matter, as whatever minor- 
ity holdings are out, can’t interfere 
with any readjustment since the 
company has funds on hand to meet 
scattered bond holdings. The in- 
terest on minority holdings is 
stated not to amount to more than 
$50,000 as due April 1. 
Outside of the $30,000,000 deben- 
tures which don’t mature for sev- 
eral years, the film company may 
have somewhere between $10,000,000 
and $12,000,000 outstanding in bank 
loans, Altogether it is held the Fox 
company owes less than $50,000,000. 
With the present setup under 
Kent, feeling prevails that the film 
end of the company can pull out 
without resorting to receivership. 


L. A. State, F-WC Deluxer, 
Goes Into Dual Policy 


Los Angeles, March 6. 
Loew’s State, for years Fox West 
Coast’s ace coast deluxer, goes 
double features, temporarily at least, 
Thursday (9), dualing for that 
week ‘What, No Beer?’ and ‘Broad- 
way Bad.’ 

Since transference of the F&M 
unite to the United Artists (now 
closed) some months ago, State's 
policy has been a shifting one. On 
the U.A. going dark, the F&M units 
returned t6 the State for a few 
weeks, then dropped permanently in 
favor of a straight sound policy. 
Later, Madame Siumann-Ueink was 
brought in to supplement the pic- 
ture for one week, with announce- 
ment that an serasional stage name 











would be brought tn. 


oe npn ett cate pein Ba et A ee 


—= 


165 P. E. Houses in Two Classes 








Richards’ Running Mate 
In Ala. Receivership 


Mobile, March 6. 
W. G. Austin, an accountant, has 
been appointed by Federal Judge 
Robert T. Ervin as receiver for the 
Mobile interests of the Saenger 
Realty Corporation, Inc., along with 
Ernest V. Richards of New Orleans. 


Judge Ervin’s appointment of 
Austin followed designation of Rich- 
ards as receiver for the corporation 
by Federal Judge Wayne G. Borah, 
of New Orleans. 


The receivership was established 
on application of the Paramount 
Pictures Distributing corporation. 
The Saenger interests include thea- 
tres in Mobile, New Orleans, Hat- 
tiesburg, Clarksdale and Greenville, 
Miss. 


TO WISECRACK OR NOT 
STIRS UP THE AMPAS 


Hottest meeting and debate ever 
held by the AMPA’s on Thursday 
(2) was set off by Charles Barrell, 
of Western Electric, a member, who 
insisted the AMPA should conduct 
itself more seriously and avoid the 
wisecracks. 

The AMPA Thursday luncheons 

at Sardi’s have been getting so per- 
sonal on some smart-cracks that a 
fight is likely to occur any day, if 
resentment should pop out, some 
argued, 
Wisecracking which some mem- 
bers have thought was getting dan- 
gerous, has not been coming from 
the dais, where prexy Hal Horne 
and others park fannies, but mostly 
from tables around the place which 
interrupt and crack back and forth 
to the dais. 

While it was assumed Barrell 
meant the wisecracking from the 
tables, members at the closed meet- 
ing figured Horne was being singled 
out and came to his defense. It was 
later denied by Barrell that he was 
making a personal attack on anyone, 
but felt that the AMPA was missing 
its aim entirely by going too gaggy. 

Barrell got plenty of opposition, 
with someone pointing out AMPA 
was a fraternal outfit and never in- 
tended to be serious minded, where- 
upon Barrell offered his resignation. 
It wasn’t acted on. The AMPA then 
adjourned without a smart-crack on 
the record. 


Par Would Press Heavy 
Claim Against Fox Co. 


It has been indicated by the ten- 
tative report presented by the re- 
ceivers for Paramount that the 
company and Fox Film may go to 
court over a claim by Par of some- 
thing like $456,210.81, against the 
Fox company. Matter has been in 
dispute for some time and the 
amount represents mostly con- 
struction costs and equipment in- 
stallation charges on theatres which 
Fox took over from Par on the 
Coast. 

Seven theatres are concerned and 
at the time the deal was completed 
in December, 1930, it was supposed 
to have involved $20,000,000. 

Houses are located in Frisco, Se- 
attle, Portland and Oakland. Frisco 
holds three of the theatres, all of 
which are operated by F-WC, but 
guaranteed on their leases by Fox 
Film, 

Negotiations on the matter has 
been on between the parties for 
some time, but apparently have 
come to no conclusion, 

















Radio Releasing Futter 
Feature on 50-50 Split 


Hollywood, March 6. 


Deal has been closed whereby 
tadio, instead of United Artists, 
will release the Walter Futter 
travel feature, temporarily titled 


‘India Speaks.’ UA gave the pro- 
ducer a releasing contract several 
months ago, and $40,000 to complete 
the picture here, with studio made 
scenes. Money has been returned, 

Distribution deal calls for a 60- 





56 split over the negative cost, 
$66,990, and 35% distribution costs, 


Good and Bad—Retain the Good and Dis 
pose of the Bad ’Uns 





—_—— 


In the reorganization of Publix 
Enterprises, P-P subsidiary in bank- 
ruptcy receivership, the approximate 
165 theatres involved will be segre- 
gated into good and bad groups, it 
is understood. Eventually, the good 
groups will survive, and liquidation 
may become necessary for the 
others. 

In the P.E. set-up, the houses in- 
volved are aligned in a complicated 
manner, Around 75 have their 
leases guaranteed by Publix Enter- 
prises, while in others P.E. holds a 
minority interest in the stock of 
controlling corporations. 

Irving Trust Co. receivers in 
bankruptcy over P. E., has a staff 
in Publix headquarters, New York, 
analyzing the situation and group- 
ing assets and liabilities. This 
analysis is necessary at the outset 
to determine steps necessary toward 
reorganization. 

That certain theatres in the P.E. 
subsidiary will have to be aban- 
doned, either individually or in 
groups, is conceded. Segregation of 
bad from the good, as a step toward 
reorganization, is behind the pres- 
ent analysis, 

George Topliff, Irving Trust’s re- 
ceiver appointee in Publix Enter- 
prises, all along has been hopeful of 
salvaging an important majority of 
the P.E. theatres through bank- 
ruptcy reorganization. First ime 
portant relief looking toward safe 
establishment of operation in those 
theatres which are not hopeless 
propositions is coming in the shape 
of rent readjustments in many situ- 
ations. 

Meanwhile, all operation is con- 
tinuing in a normal manner. No 
theatres have been ordered closed 
or placed on the auction block as 
yet by the LT. receivers, . 


NEW REGULATIONS BY — 
N. Y. OPERATORS’ UNION 


A complete overhauling of the 
constitution and by-laws of the New 
York operators local (No. 306), to 
eliminate many features which were 
introduced during the Sam Kaplan 
dynasty, is to be undertaken imme- 
diately. There is a faint possibility 
that the permit system, a Kaplan 
gag and severely criticised, may be 
either thrown out or revised. 

Opinion in the present adminis- 
tration under Harry Sherman, pres- 
ident, is that while something should 
be done about the permit system, it 
is to some extent a necessary evil. 
Under the permit system, outside 
operators paid a flat amount to 306 
in order to get booth assignments 
while working out apprenticeships 
to become regular card members at 
the higher scale. 

Just what is to be done in this 
connection and many others will be 
worked out by a special committee 
of five men appointed by Harry 
Sherman to study the entire situa- 
tion and report back. Sherman, at 
the first regular meeting held last 
week, also appointed a reclassifica- 
tion committee whose duty it will 
be to reclassify scale so that one 
theatre isn’t paying one scale and a 
competitor another scale. 

A resolution to provide for two 
business agents instead of four, and 
that they shall be elected rather 
than appointed, was read at the first 
meeting since Sherman succeeded 
Kaplan. It must be read at another 
meeting March 15, and on March 29 
it will be voted on. If satisfactorily 
carried, Sherman will call a special 
election. Meanwhile Harry Levine 
and Bert Popkins are serving as 
temporary biz agents for the union, 

Through withdrawal of Max Sile 
verman, whose name had been in- 
advertently left off the ballot when 
Sherman was elected, Charles Hy- 
man has been declared treasurer of 
306. When Silverman’s name was 
left off he appealed to the I. A,, 
which ruled that if he insisted on a 
special election rather than conced- 
ing to Hyman, it would be held. 











TERRY TURNER’S R. C. DUTIES 


‘Terry Turner is now in charge of 
advertising and publicity for Radio 
City, under Bob Sisk, general di- 
rector of advertising and publicity 
for RKO. Designation was made 
by Sisk. 

Martha Wilchinski, who has been 
in charge, continues but her duties 





will be limited. 
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Pommer Sails, All Set as Fox Head 


0B 


Seale Producing Abroad 





_Eric Pommer sails tomorrow (8) 
for Berlin, after a delayed stop in 
New York for the purpose of pour- 
parleurs with Sidney Kent. These 
meets ended with Pommer defi- 
nitely confirmed as the Fox Euro- 
pean production chief. 

Pommer will return immediately 
to complete his Ufa contract, which 
will carry him through October. At 
that time he leaves Ufa to set up 
the new Fox European organiza- 
tion, which is planned to be on a 
quite big scale. 

Daven French Chief 

Andre Daven returns with Pom- 
mer, going directly to start work 
on a new French picture for Fox. 
His first is completed and being 
currently released over there. He 
will continue as Fox’s French pro- 
ducer under the Pommer regime, 
Pommer, however, supervising the 
French as well as the German pic- 
tures to be made. As often as ad- 
visable, under the plans, these two 
languages will be used in versions 
of each other. 

Full details of the set-up have 
not been completed yet, and won't 
be, it is intimated, until Pommer 
is definitely eff the Ufa payroll. 


METRO SCANS DUBBING; 
NEW GERMAN OUTLOOK 


; Berlin, March 6, 

Metro has changed its mind about 
German dubbing and may go in for 
a little of it. M. Brandes, local 
Metro editor, has been instructed to 
gstudy up on synchronization tech- 
nique. 

Brandes is going down to Rome to 
talk things over with Fred Pelton, 
Metro's European production chief, 
and get final instructions, Not 
thought likely he’ll inaugurate a 
dubbing program soon, but Metro 
evidently wants to have him ready 
to get to work should the occasion 
become more auspicious from their 
standpoint. 

Metro has laid off dubbing here 
because of the German contingent 
laws, which it considers entirely too 
drastic, but the new move and atti- 
tude indicate that Metro either has 
assurance or hope that things will 
be made easier in the near future, 

The new contingent law is due to 
be changed in June, with the answer 
perhaps lying in the approach of 
that date. 











Canada Applies Chain 
Store Tax to Circuits 


Ottawa, March 6. 

The government has decided that 
a circuit theatre is a ‘chain store’ 
within the meaning of the Corpora- 
tions Tax Act. The result is that 
all chain theatres will be taxed $50 
per annum each in addition to the 
$50 levy against the corporation it- 
self—and the assessment will prob- 
ably be made retroactive to last 
year for good measure. 

The scope of the act was widened 
to include chain theatres because 
of the fact, it was stated, that the- 
atres pass on the ticket tax to pa- 
trons and, accordingly, escape direct 
taxation from the government. 





‘Sign of Cross’ So So 
Berlin, Feb. 25. 

‘The Sign of the Cross’ (Par) is 
on at the Berlin Mozartsaal in the 
original version, with German sub- 
titles. Release got plenty of ex- 
ploitation build-up, but the public 
was reserved and the press recep- 
tion was half-hearted. 

The picture is to run in dubbed 
German in the German province, 
and is expected to get business. 





Gitta Alpar’s Next 
Berlin, March 6, 
Gitta Alpar was signed by Cinema 
for a new picture, to be taken in 
Spain. 
She is to appear with her hus- 
band, Gustav Froehlich, under the 
direction of Gustay Gruendgens. 


By 





‘Maedchen’ Leads in 


Joan of Arc Version 


Berlin, March 6. 

Hertha. Thiele and Dorothea 
Wieck of ‘Maedchen in Uniform’ 
fame again are acting together in a 
new picture, ‘Anna und Elisabeth.’ 
The story tells of miraculous events 
resembling the Joan of Arc legend. 
Hertha Thiele is the Saint, Dorothea 
Wieck a young and beautiful lame 
girl. 

Director is Frank Wysbar. Others 
in the cast are Roma Bahn and 
Mathias Wiemann, 


Desperate Exhibs 


Speed End of 
Jugoslav Quota 


Belgrade, Feb. 27. 

The barrier of the past year 
against importation of the foreign 
films into Jugoslavia is to be re- 
moved, it is learned officially, It is 
exactly one year—March 5—since 
the Jugoslav film quota was im- 
posed, which led to the withdrawal 
of all the American film agencies 
from this market. As a consequence 
business was very poor, Jugoslav 
film industry being undeveloped and 
unable to produce any film of value. 
The few German films released here 
could not make up for the absence 
of American product. 

The negotiations for removal of 
the ban was conducted from the 
American side by George R. Canty, 
U. S.. trade commissioner. Mr. 
Canty came to Belgrade last Decem- 
ber and conferred with Milan Mar- 
janovitch, the chief of the Jugoslav 
Central Film Bureau... Determina- 
tion to end the quota was the re- 
sult. 

The quota produced bad results 
on both sides. The Jugoslav public 
being deprived of good films did not 
go to the cinema houses, which ex- 
perienced the worst time in their 
history, despite drastic lowering of 
prices. Many of the owners com- 
plained they would have to close 
unless the restrictfons against the 
import of the foreign films are re- 
moved. The Central Film Bureau 
sees that it will be impossible, while 
the depression lasts, to create a 
Jugoslav film industry. 

It is believed in the cinema circles 
here that there are about 200 Ameri- 
can films awaiting for the release 
in Jugoslavia, where there are about 
150 theatres. Most of the available 
product will find a ready market 
and a ready public. 

Now that the quota is to be re- 
moved, British film agents have ap- 
peared. It is believed that British 
films have improved and that they 
can compete with American films. 


Ufa’s French Producer 


Paris, Feb. 24. 

Raoul Plaquin has been named 
French producer for Ufa and will 
supervise all production activities 
for that company here. His new 
duties start March 1. 

Plaquin has been the advertising 
and publicity chief for A. C. E., 
Ufa’s French branch, for the past 
five years. 


RAPOPORT’S SPOT 

Jack Rapoport, who was brought 
into the Paramount foreign depart- 
ment six months ago and has been 
recelving training in exchanges, 
theatres, and now publicity, will 
shortly return to the foreign divi- 
sion permanently. He is being 
groomed for a foreign post, prob- 
ably sales. 

Rapoport is one of the few per- 
sons taken out of college by Par 
and trained in show business. He's 
a Harvard '31 man but has no rela- 
tives in Par to thank for his chance. 

















BUT GERMANY’S 
CREEPING UP 


Native Production Nowhere 
a Challenge Save in Hit- 
lerland, Which Is Sole 
Rival to Hollywood—Ber- 
lin Tops Paris Product in 
Spain and Italy Despite 
Proximity 


FRENCH IN HUNGARY 


(oa ee 


With the exception of German- 
speaking territory, the United 
States still retains; much of its 
stronghold of the European film 
market. 
than any other kind, including aa- 
tive product, were shown in every 
courtiry in Europe during 1932, with 
the exception of Austria and Ger- 
many. . Germanic filmers led = in 
those two countries. 


the European countries show that 
America still has an important 
market abroad and that native pro- 
duction is nowhere, except in Ger- 
many, a@& menace, Figures also in- 
dicate that, again with the excep- 
tion of Germany, nobody except the 
United States has a foreign market 
to speak of. In almost all instances, 
the only competition the U. S. 
filmers are getting is from the lo- 
calities themselves. ; 

That Germany is gaining foreign 
prestige is indicated by the fact 
that Germany is second to the U. S. 
in Italy, Spain, England and France. 
German language films are gaining 
definitely almost everywhere in the 
world, while Americans are de- 
creasing and other countries still 


(Continued on page 64) 





QUOTABLE CASH RATES 


Foreign departments ordered the 
foreign exchanges and other offices 
to await orders for future activity 
and suspend all cash transfer of any 
sort for the time being. 

Under existing condittons there Is 
nothing to stop any of the film com- 
panies from importing money 
wherever available throughout the 
world, but most of the foreign de- 
partment heads Monday. morning 
(6) decided it would be best not to 
take such action for the time being. 
Rather than call money home and 
possibly cripple business abroad 
they figure, it is best to wait to get 
amore definite gauge on exchange 
values, 

Also the reported drop of dollar 
quotations in several territories 
checked hasty action, with here 
again the decision coming that it 
was best to await developments. 

In several of the companies it 
was intimated that the entire for- 
eign market might be temporarily 
dropped by film companies under 
current conditions as being too dan- 
gerous and possibly leading to ex- 
pense rather than profit. Majority 
of the companies, however, refused 
on Monday morning to take any 
view other than that of watchful 
waiting. 





Three-Day Repeats 
Ottawa, March 6. 

What is considered a_ world's 
record for ‘repeats’ has been hung 
up by Manager Paddy Nolan of the 
Avalon theatre, Ottawa. He has 
brought ‘Viennese Nights’ back to 
the theatre for the ninth time within 
18 months. Each run was for three 
days. 





German Salaries 
Berlin, March 6. 

Franz Schulz has been signed by 
Ufa to write a book for the new 
Eric Charell picture for Pommer 
production, ‘Od Ysseus,’ together 
with Stemmle. 

Salary, $4.600 for Schulz, $4,000 for 





Stemmle. 
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MEXICO CASHES IN 


Tourists Via Tiajuana Spend Big 
Pot at $5 a Head 








Mexico City, March 1. 

Last year was bright for Amer- 
ican tourist biz in lower California, 
according to figures announced by 
the tourist department of the Min- 
istry of National Ecenomy, showing 
that during 1932, 1,434,000 automo- 
biles containing 4,894,000 nephews 
and nieces of Uncle Sam entered 
Mexico by way of Tiajuana, an av- 
erage of 3,929 cars and 13,403 tour- 
ists daily. ' 

While the department admits that 
most.of these visitors spent only a 
few hours on Mexican soil, it finds 
that their sojourn was profitable. 
Estimating that each tourist spent 
an average of $5 during his or her 
Mexican jaunt, the department fig- 
ures that the visitors parted with a 
total of $24,470,000. 


‘Free Rein’ Holds Up 
Clair’s Deal with U 


Paris, Feb. 24. 


Rene Clair is off to London for a 
couple weeks, ostensibly to see his 
new picture, ‘July 14,” open, put 
really to talk to several American 
film reps. 

Clair’s Tobis contract has still one 
picture to run, but he is now under- 
stood to be anxious to go to Holly- 
wood, a new attitude on his part. 
He has been frequently propositioned 
by American filmers, but no deal has 
ever been consummated because of 
Clair’s insistence that he be given 
complete freedom. 

Understood now that Carl Laem- 
mle, for Universal, has offered Clair 
$2,000 weekly for a year on a three- 
picture basis, with Clair satisfied on 
money. Company, however, is not 
willing to let Clair fix his own dates. 
A Paramount deal with Clair was 
practically set about a year ago, but 
never went through because of his 
insistence that he be given free rein. 











Bohr Series Sold In Mex. 
Mexico City, March 1. 
Paramount Films of Mexico an- 
| nounces that it has contracted with 
30ohr, Argentine actor, who 
has appeared in several Hollywood 
made Spanish talkers for the dis- 
tribution of all of the series of pic- 
tures he is making in Mexico. 
lirst release, starring Bohr and 
Virginia Rabregas, Mexico's Sarah 
Bernhardt, will be ‘La 
i Manda’ (‘Blood Rules’). 
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AUSTRALIAN B.0. 
FAVS FROM U. S. 


Sydney, Feb. 9. 
Checking over results from the 
box-office angle, the high money 
women stars so far as Australia ts 
concerned are: 


Janet Gaynor. 
Marie Dressler. 
Greta Garbo. 
Joan Crawford. 
Norma Shearer. 
Marlene Dietrich. 
Gracie Fields. 
Helen Hayes. 
Irene Dunne. 


Whenever these names go on the 
marquees business climbs. There 
are other favorites, but these names 
count most with the managers. 

Men stars have their own follow- 
ing, but the biggest b.o. boys are: 
! Maurice Chevalier, 

Clark Gable. 

George Arliss. 

Ronald Colman, 

Lionel Barrymore. 

Charles Farrell 

Warner Baxter, 

Ralph Lynn, 

Tom Walls. 

Gary Cooper, 

Will Rogers. 

Joe E. Brown. 

John Barrymore, 

Clive Brook. 

Herbert Marshall. 

Chaplin and Cantor are in the big 
money, but their pictures are far 
too infrequent, Wallace Beery has 
a very good male following, but is 





not so strong with the women. 
Charles Ruggles and Lewis Stone 
are very popular over here. 


Chevalier and MacDonald rate as 
the best team. Viewpoint current, 
Clark Gable is a rave with the 
ladies, both young and old, and al- 
ways pulls the dough along. Gable 
and Chevalier share about an equal 
spot. 





U’s First Near Velvet 


Berlin, March 6. 
Universal's ‘Die Unsichtbare Front’ 
(‘The Invisible Front’) is running 





| with great success in the German 
|} provinces. In only two and one- 
| half months returns have nearly 


| 
j i overed expenses. 


| The first Eichberg picture of Uni- 
| versal production has proved good 
| advertisement for further Universal 
’ productions, 
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Talking Shorts 








‘SHOULD CROONERS MARRY?’ 
Comedy 
21 Mins. 
Loew’s New York 
Universal 

Absurd situations and dialog make 
a poor cast also seem absurd most 
of the time in this one. Subject is 
lower than second rate in every 
way. 

‘Should Crooners Marry?’ starts 
out with a grouchy father with the 
gout who has a sissy male secre- 
tary and a daughter who would go 
for a college crooner. The old man 
wants his sec to turn on the fan— 
it must have been warm—so the 
crooner shows up in his raccoon 
coat. At the outset laughs are 
looked for by objects getting in the 
way of papa’s gout, later by such 
objects as sec, the daughter and her 
crooner b, f. 


Short suddenly begins to lose 
sense, .After married sister of the 
lovesick girl suggests crooner dou- 
ble as butler, one thing after an- 
other that seems to mean nothing 
starts to happen and, without any- 
one knowing why, old man suddenly 
prefers croonader as son-in-law and 
forces a marriage. 

Cast includes Frank Albertson, 
Robert McWade, John Arthur, 
Charles Colman and others. George 
Setevens directed. Char. 


‘LAND OF THE VIKING®’ 
Scenic 
7 Mins. 
Loew’s New York 
Screen Classics 

James FitzPatrick produced and 
Metro released not so long ago a 
short under the same title. That 
one dealt with Iceland, this one with 
Norway, which leaves open the 
question of which is really the land 
of the Vikings. Hereunder consid- 
eration is a scenic subject that’s not 
worthy of anything above third-run 
cheapies, 

Independently made and  pre- 
sented by Albert E. Suess, this 
‘Land of Vikings’ specimen is not 
only uninteresting as subject mat- 
ter, but has been poorly photo- 
graphed. The print is conspicuously 
rainy as well. 

Offscreen narrative, while couched 
in sufficiently acceptable language, 
devotes much to-rehash of a Viking 
legend which the producers have 
tried to harness to the present-day 
locales and activity caught by the 
camera, 

It’s all pretty entirely extraneous 
except that it may or may not point 
out where so-and-so is supposed to 


‘PUZZLEGRAFS’ 
Novelity 
7 Mins. 
Mayfair, N. Y. 
Master Arts 

Novelty art work by a commercial] 
artist, accompanied by dialog in- 
tended for laughs, plus some sing- 
ing, makes this acceptable filler for 
the medium-grade operations. Al 
Boasberg does the dialog, Julian 
Ollendorff the drawing, and Lew 
White the organ assignment. 

First idea is for the audience to 
try to guess what the artist is draw- 
ing. Men and women characters 
are made from ovals suggesting 
eggs and drawings of Darwin, and 
animais are faded into what may 
be figured as laugh likenesses of 
men. A baby drawing, through 
added touches, becomes Gandhi. 

Will sell largely on strength of 
novelty and fact short is a little 
different rather than strictly on en- 


tertainment. Boasberg’s comedy 
material n.s.b. Char. 
FOUR-STAR ORGANLOG 

Radio Singing Novelty 


6 Mins. 
Mayfair, N. Y. 
Master Arts 

This short, one of a series made 
by Master Arts Products, indie, pre- 
sents something new in the way of 
screen songs and merits spotting as 
filler on best bills. 
Four radio stars, Donald Novis, 
Singing Sam, Ralph Kirbery and 
Arthur Tracy, each supply offscreen 
voice to as many pop songs, lyrics 
of which are flashed on the screen 
to accompaniment of Lew White’s 
organ music. Novis is first with ‘At 
the Masquerade,’ Singing Sam sec- 
ond on ‘Let Me Call You Sweet- 
heart,’ Kirbery next doing ‘May 
Never Pass Your Way Again,’ and 
Tracy closing with ‘Auf Wieder- 
sehen.’ 
Faces of the stars are flashed on 
screen ahead of each song they are 
to sing, with introduction by an m.c. 
Photographically and on recording 
good, Char. 


‘DEATH’S HOSTELRY’ 
Scenic 
8 Mins. 
Mayfair, N. Y. 
Imperial 

Another scenic out of the Orient, 
this one on Canton. More interest- 
ing in narrative than in action pho- 
tographed, but okay for lesser im- 
portant houses. 
Usual Cook’s Tour taken of the 
Chinese city, but including some 
shots of the countryside, and, most 
interesting of all, interior of a tem- 
porary burial place where the dead 
are laid out before being taken to 
the final resting place. 








have met so-and-so, etc. Mytho- Scenic is of the ‘Port o’©6«6—Call’ 
logical Norway lore, of course. series made by William Pizor. 
Char. Char. 
and camera technology—and it 


‘KING KONG 


Merian CC. Cooper-Ernest B. Schoedsack 
production for RKO-Radio release. Adapted 
by James Creelman and Ruth Rose from 
idea conceived by Edgar Wallace and 
Merian Cooper. Willis O’Brien, chief tech- 
nician. Carroll Clark and Al Herman, art 
directors. Edward Linden, photog. Fay 
Wray, Robert Armstrong, Bruce Cabot fea- 
tured, At Music Hall and RKO Roxy, 
N. Y., date and date starting March 2. 
Running time, 96 mins. 


Ann Redman Fay Wray 
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DeBhamM ccccscccee seeees+RObDert Armstrong 
Driscoll eoves Bruce Cabot 
Englehorn ,. eccesce ..-Frank Reicher 
TOOMROE i cccces PYTTTITTT Tri Sam Hardy 
Native Chief. .ccccccccsecees Noble Johnson 
Becond Mate...ccccscsssscceess James Flavin 
Witch King...cccccesesees.. Steve Clemento 


SAMADY cccccces ceecceceencences VIGNE GORE 





That it lends itself so freely and 
readily to 12-cylinder exploiting is 
‘King Kong’s’ ace in the hole. If 
properly handled the picture should 
gather good grosses in a walk. Film 
appeals to the imagination, and the 
exploitation should follow the same 
trend. 

Highly imaginative and super- 
goofy, yarn is mostly about a 50- 
foot ape who goes for a five-foot 
blonde. According to the billing the 
story is ‘from an idea conceived’ by 
Merian C. Cooper (who produced 
and directed with Ernest B. Schoed- 
sack) and Edgar Wallace. For their 
‘idea’ they will have to take a bend 
in the direction of the late Conan 
Doyle and his ‘Lost World,’ which 
is the only picture to which ‘Kong’ 
ean be compared. Doyle visualized 
the existence of prehistoric mon- 
sters in some far corner of the mod- 
ern world. Cooper and Wallace 
‘conceived’ an identical hunch. The 
two plots develop in a basically sim- 
ilar manner, although slightly dif- 
ferent as to detail. 

But ‘Kong’ is the better picture. 
It has the added advantage of 
sound, which ‘Lost World’ missed in 
1925. It also has the additional 

technical knowledge and experience 
gained since then by Willis O’Brien 
and other offscreen manipulators. 
O’Brien served as chief technician 
for both films. 

So purely an exhibition of studio 
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isn’t much more than that—Kong’ 
surpasses anything of its type which 
has gone before it in commercial 
film-making. The work has many 
flaws, but they’re overcome by the 
general results. The errors prob- 
ably will be overlooked. 

It takes a couple of reels for 
‘Kong’ to be believed, and until then 
it doesn’t grip. But after the audi- 
ence becomes used to the machine- 
like movements and other mechan- 
ical flaws in the gigantic animals on 
view, and become accustomed to the 
phoney atmosphere, they may com- 
mence to feel the power. As the 
story background is constantly im- 
plausible, the mechanical end must 
fight its own battle for audience 
confidence. Once won., it reaches a 
high pitch of excitement and builds 
up to a thrill finish in which the 
ape almost wrecks little ol’ New 
York. Brute is finally picked off 
by airplanes while doing a balanc- 
ing act on the mooring mast of the 
Empire State. 

There are times when the plot 
takes advantage of its imaginative 
status and goes too far. On these 
occasions the customers are liable 
to laugh in the wrong way. A most 
,tolerant audience at the Music Hall 
broke down now and then, but on 
the whole was exceedingly kind. It 
seemed that while a few details 
were too strong to swallow the pic- 
ture, as a whole, got them. 

Neither the story nor the cast 
gains more than secondary impor- 
tance, and not even close. Techni- 
cal aspects are always on top. The 
technicians’ two big moments ar- 
rive in the island jungle, where 
Kong and other prehistoric crea- 
tures reign, and in New York where 
Kong goes on a bender. 

Besides Kong in the jungle among 
other freaks to appear are a tricer- 





atops, a brontosaurus, a trvyanno- 
Saurus, a pteradactyl and a 60-foot 
snake. Kong battles three of them, 
including the snake. His first 
scrimmage is with the tyranno- 
sauras, which looks like the better 
known dinosaurs, and it’s a 
wrassling match the likes of which 


is never seen at the Garden. As an 
illusion it beats anything that fol- 
lows, and there is plenty followin; 
After Kong breaks them apart 
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Mimiature Revue 


‘King Kong’ (Radio). Needs 
no more than the right hand- 
ling and strong novelty theme 
will do rest. Chiefly an ex- 
hibition of studio and camera 
technique, but packs an enter- 
tainment punch. 

What Price Decency? (Equit- 
able). Flat in every department 
except recording. Too insipid 
to even be naughty. except in 
exploitation. 

‘Clear All Wires’ (M-G). Lee 
Tracey as a swashbuckling 
newspaper correspondent in 
Moscow. More for the males 
than the fanettes, but moder- 
ately pleasing film fodder. 

‘Broadway Bad’ (Fox). Pro- 
gram picture that will edge by 
but make little b. o. noise. 

‘Race Track’ (WW). Better 
than average picture in its 
cycle and worthy of booking 
and treatment accordingly in 
territories where racing films 
earry. Leo Carrillo featured, 
doing Italian dialect. 

‘There Goes the’ Bride’. 
(Gainsborough). English com- 
edy that holds nothing for this 
side. Jessie Matthews starred. 

‘The Fargo Express’ (W-W). 
Ken Maynard in a familiar 
patterned western that aver- 
ages well. 

‘The Penal Code’ (Freuler). 
Lightwaisted love interest and 
heavy handed drama in a poor 
picture. Best as a double. 
George M. Cohan’s daughter, 
Helen, offers an ad angle. 














picks up the pieces for a hasty ex- 
amination and then beats _ his 
breast in token of victory. All he 
does with the serpent is slap it up 
against a rock a few times. 

In New York, where he’s on ex- 
hbition, the giant ape breaks his 
bonds, bursts through the ,theatre 
wall and climbs the side of a hotel 
to recapture the blonde. He rips up 
the rest of the town, including an 
elevated track and plenty of the 
citizens with one hand. The girl is 
held in the other. He's careful 
with the gal, and she’s never appar- 
ently hurt, but always frightened. 

When Kong reaches the top of the 
Empire State he’s stuck. Airplanes 
snipe at him and finally get him, but 
not before he picks one out of the 
air like a mosquito and dashes it to 
earth. 

In adhering to the proper perspec- 
tives the technical crew has never 
missed. The illusion of comparative 
size is splendid. The errors arrive 
when mechanical figures are ob- 
viously used in place of the ape 
impersonator. 

As for a story, in place of Conan 
Doyle’s museum expedition, this one 
concerns an animal picture special- 
ist, who downs and captures the 
huge Kong with gas bombs. But 
how the ape is shackled and brought 
to this country isn’t shown. 

Fay Wray is the blonde who's 
chased by Kong, grabbed twice, but 
finally saved. It’s a 96-minute 
screaming session for her, too much 
for any actress and any audience. 
With the blonde still screaming 
while in Kong’s palm atop the Em- 
pire State, after having screamed 
all the way from the first reel, an- 
other of the unbelievable facts is 
that Kong shouldn’t drop her and 
look for a non-screamer—even if he 
has to settle for a brunet. The light 
hair is a change for Miss Wray. 
Robert Armstrong, as the explorer, 
and Bruce Cabot, as the blonde’s 
other boy friend who doesn’t make 
her scream, are the remaining prin- 
cipal characters and snowed under 
by the technical end. 

A gripping and fitting musical 
score and some impressive sound ef- 
fects rate with the scenery and 
mechanism in providing ‘Kong’ with 
its technical excellence. 

While not believing it, audiences 
will wonder how it’s done. If they 
wonder they’ll talk, and that talk 
plus the curiosity the advertising 
should incite ought to draw busi- 
ness all over. ‘Kong’ mystifies as 
well as it horrifies, and may open 
up a@ new medium for scaring babies 
via the screen. Bige. 


Par Must Defend 


Syracuse, N. Y., March 6 

Paramount, producer of Theodore 
Dreiser’s ‘An American Tragedy,’ 
lost a preliminary court move in a 
$100,000 libel suit growing out of 
the picture. 

The theme, made internationally 
famous by the novelist, is the ro- 





mance and death of Grace Brown 
at the hands of Chester Gillett at 
Big Moose Lake. The plaintiff, 
Mrs. Henry 3rown, of Smyrna, 


mother of the victim, charges Para- 
mount libeled the Brown family. 
Justice R. H. Heath denied Par's 
motion to dismiss on grounds no 
cause exists. This means trial of 





ing | the suit 
he i preme Court 


at the next term of Su- 


SOVIETS ON PARADE 


(RUSSIAN-MADE) 
Propaganda. film produced in Russia by 
Soyuzkino and distributed im the United 
States by Kinematrade, Inc., of New York. 
At the Cameo, New York, March 3. Run- 
ning time, & mins. 





Not a feature at all in the sense 
of a commercial subject. Footage 
amounts to a collection of newsreel 
shots all dealing with the progress 
of the Soviet toward industrial and 
social self-sufficiency. Appeal is 
strictly limited to foreign commun- 
ists and American intelligenzia with 
a dilettante attitude toward com- 
munism, meaning that the draw is 
only in the big centers, and brief 
even there. 

History of the release in this 
country is interesting. As a sequel 
to ‘The Five-Year Plan,’ it aroused 
some interest and the Russian 
branch in the States attempted at 
the outset to handle it. Subse- 
quently it went into other hands on 
a territorial basis. New promoters 
tried to get it dates in important 
theatres, but exhibitors didn’t care 
for it, due to its restricted appeal. 

Efforts to exploit it on a house- 
rental basis at length resolved them- 
selves in a series of legit stands, 
dark for lack of road attractions. 
In some spots the film did extremely 
well. Promoters flirted with sev- 
eral New York theatres, but couldn't 
close a deal, and in the end accepted 
the Cameo booking, house having 
built up a esure-seat clientele for 
such non-commercials. 

Film deals with the _ Soviet’s 
achievements in a direct way, with- 
out any effort to dramatize them in 
terms of fiction. Opens with docu- 
mentary shots of new hydro-electric 
plans, steel mills, wheat elevators, 
and railroad trains, Scope of these 
industries is emphasized with trick 
camera shots, such as views taken 
from the rods of a moving train to 
intensify idea of its speed; massed 
shadows and working mobs in a 
steel mill, etc. 

Final half is devoted to a splurge 
on the Soviet’s military resources, 
picturing a huge parade through 
Red square in Moscow on a national 
holiday, with Stalin and other lead- 
ers in the reviewing stand before 
the famous Kremlin. Forty minutes 
of this is plenty and it becomes ob- 
vious that the picture is really 
‘Soviet on Parade,’ putting its best 
foot forward and making the most 
of the spectacle. 

It’s just a succession of guns and 
tanks, big units of marching men 
and cavalry and other paraphernalia 
of war. It becomes in a short time 
as wearisome as a real long parade, 
although it is impressive as a dem- 
onstration, weakened as_ propa- 
ganda, however, by its obvious one- 
sidedness, Same is true of the at- 
mosphere shots of the citizenry 
during the holiday festivities. 

They’re all so prosperous looking 
and well fed and so aggressively 
happy and merry, one gets the feel- 
ing that a whole people couldn’t be 
that gay, which leads to the suspi- 
cion that the surface probably hides 
much that is not so all right. 

In other words, the propagandists 
hurt their case by over-statement. 
Attendance at the Cameo was be- 
low normal at this second evening 
of the engagement, probably below 
half capacity, but the small audi- 
ence made up for lack of numbers 
by the vigor of their applause, di- 
rected at such exhibits as a group 
of fast-moving and murderous-look- 
ing tanks and the mobilization of at 
least three-score airplanes in the 
sky above Red square. Rush, 





What Price Decency? 


Equitable Pictures presentation and re- 
lease. Screen play and dialog by Arthur 
Gregor and based on his play. Directed by 
Gregor, Cast: Dorothy Burgess, Alan Hale, 
Walter Byron, V. Durant, Henry Durant. 
At Globe, N. Y., week March 1, Running 
time, about 60 mins. 





Few indies are as bad as this one. 
About all that can be done with it 
is being done at the Globe. House 
is playing the film up as risque, s0 
much so that the theatre found it 
worth while to even change some of 
its front. Such advertising has 
nothing to do with the picture, 
however. 

Yarn unfolds stupid dialog during 
which Dorothy Burgess has little 
to do. She marries in the first reel, 
but customers don't know that it’s 
a mock marriage. She legally weds 
same day she finds the first cere- 
mony was a frame. 

Alan Hale and the rest of the 
cast are as flat as everything else 
concerned with this production. 

Waly. 





CLEAR ALL WIRES 


Netro-Goldwyn-Mayer production and ree 
lease. Stars Lee Tracy. Directed by George 
Hill, Adapted by Bella and Samuel Spee 
wack from their own play of the same 
name. Continuity, Delmer Daves; camera, 
Percy Hillburn; film editor, Hugh Wynn, 
At the Capitol, N. ¥., week March 3. Rune 
ning time, 78 mins. 


Buckley Joyce Thomas........... Lee Tracy 
BEM. o54050060000600000900 +++. Benita Hume 
Dolly... cccocccccccccseccccccceces Una Merkel 
Lamty nescence seeeseeessJames Gleason 





eeeeees+-Alan Edwards 





Prince Alexand¢ eseeeees -Dugene Sigaloff 
Kosty&.....seees eccscacceseeseece Ari Kutali 
Comissar...... eeceteoes++C, Henry Gordon 
Bugenle. ..ccccccccccccesscccssreces Lya Lys 
Mack@msle, occccccccccccsess Lawrence Grant 
Sozanoff........ eeeeee-JOhn Melvin Bleifer 
J. HH. Stevens...ccccccsseses «...Guy Isher 

‘Clear All Wires will be a mild 


grosser for the majors, but well to 
the liking in the subsequents. 

It misses something in its en« 
tirety, although it brings a some« 
what new theme to the screen. Per« 
haps the iconoclasm of a racketeer« 
ing foreign correspondent isn’t to 
the public’s taste, which has been 
educated to accept its newspaper 
characters as brittle and cynical but 
ever staunch personalities. The 
Buckley Joyce Thomas of Lee Tracy 
is bulldozing, double-crossing and 
artificial. The contrast of Petting- 
waite of the ‘Times’ and a rather 
uncertain but none the less forth« 
right gal reporter (Benita Hume), 
who contrast their own purposeful 
journalistic authenticity with 
Thomas’ swashbuckling phoneyness, 
shows that character deficiency up 
the more, 

And so, like a fallen women may 
become an object of sympathy 
through pity but not through wor- 
ship, the interest which Tracy com- 
mands is ever objective and not 
subjective. It soon becomes appar- 
ent that the biological observation 
of Tracy’s peccadillos will interest 
and divert but never capture public 
sympathy. 

It all means that this makes it 
chiefly a men's picture. The women 
are deprived of the emotionalism 
they require if it’s to translate itself 
into box office. A male fan needn’t 
suffer or elate with his screen chare- 
acters, but the fanette demands it. 

Paradoxically, while the casting 
is almost 100%, the sum total doesn’t 
jell. Tracy is a natural ag the flip, 
erisp, fast-thinking, quick-acting 
Moscow correspondent. Una Mere 
kel, as the somewhat dumb keptee, 
is another inspired casting. Alan 
Edwards makes his Pettingwaite of 
the ‘Times’ very real, and ditto 
Benita Hume as the girl reporter. 
Ari Kutai, from the original legit as 
the interpreter, is corking, and the 
same goes for James Gleason as 
Tracy’s general aide. Even the 
minor La Lys, C. Henry Gordon and 
Eugene Sigaloff are distinctive 

The show of the same name 
closed in December, 1932, so this 
makes it a quick screening. A few 
days before President Roosevelt’s 
inauguration this print, around the 
country, had Tracy testily ordering, 
‘Wire the State Department, wire 
Roosevelt.’ Abel. 


BROADWAY BAD 


Fox production and release. Features 
Joan Blondell, Ricardo Cortez, Ginger 
Rogers, Adrienne Ames, Victory Jory. Dte 
rected by Sidney Landfield; W. R. Lipman 
and A. W. Pezet, story; Arthur Korber and 
Maud Fulton, screen play; Geo. Barnes, 


camera; Donald Flick, sound; Gordon 
Wiles, art; Lester Selander, asst. dir. At 
the RKO Palace, N. Y., week March @& 
Running time, 61 mins. 

Tony Landers..... pene eeenees Joan Blondell 
Craig Cutting... ccccrececs ... Ricardo Cortez 
Flip Daly........ eececceeees- Ginger Rogers 
Aileen ...cccedece sesceceeeeeAdrienne Ames 
Bob North...... Cocreccccece --Allen Vincent 
200 PRA. 6. -c0600 vee cbniees DEK? Phil Tead 
Charley Davis....ccccee Francis McDonald 
Lew Gordon...... eecccece Spencer Charters 
SS, Farr eeebueens Ronald Cosbey 
Robert North, Sr..........Frederick Burton 
BROT cccerees seeccececessMargaret Seddon 
SEE #4046055 000K 0S6050 508% Donald Crisp 





Nothing outstanding in this repe- 
tition of the undeserved reputation 
theme, but it’s a well-made picture 
with some snappy backstage stuff 
for the men and the mother-love 
appeal for the women. Maybe the 
limb display is a little too strong 
in a few spots for the sticks, but 
‘Broadway Bad’ ought to keep the 
blushes off the balance sheet. Not 
a deluxe first-run, but good in other 
houses in the first division and 
pretty certain in the second flight. 

Photography is good and the 
sound is average, with clever direc« 
tion and fair acting average. 

It’s the story of the Broadway 
chorus girl who gets an undeserved 
reputation when her souse-marriage 
husband jumps at conclusions and 
divorces here. She lets the press 


(Continued on page 54) 








The Woman’s Angle 








‘Broadway Bad’ (Fox). 
the femmes or tap their sympathy. 


‘King Kong’ (Radio). 
a girlish, giddy time. 


‘There Goes the Bride’ 








(Gainsborough). 
whose pettish hero and snail’s pace will make American femmes sleepy. 


Joan Blondell in a from-ingenue-to-wronged= 
mother-leve role totally unsuited to her personality. 


Doesn't convinee 





The ladies won't believe it, but it will give them 
Only the flaps will consider it too juvenile. 


‘Clear All Wires’ (M-G). With much of the pace, romance, atmos- 
phere and dramatic climax eased out of this comedy in its screen pro= 
duction, Lee Tracy must make it up to the girls on past performance, 


English romantic comedy 
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Radio City Theaters 
(‘King Kong’—Both Houses) 
New York, March 3. 
‘King Kong’ (Radio) being the 
picture at both thé Music Hall and 
RKO Roxy in Radio City this week 
and possibly for a holdover, the two 
houses are doubling up on the stage 
also. Two of the three stage items 
in both theatres are the same, al- 
though each has its own set of cos- 
tumes, scenery and people. 


Opening day and night (Thurs- 
day) the business was going to the 
Musie Hall. Smaller house held 
about an average Thursday attend- 
ance, far from capacity. At the 
same admish scale of 75e for the 
rabble and $1.65 for society folks in 
the loges, the Music Hall is a much 
better buy, not only as a theatre 
sight for the rubbernecks, but also 
as to quantity. While the current 
stage shows are proctieally the 
same in content, the Music Hall's 
contains twice as many people or 
more, and is just that much more 
effective. 

But it’s probably figured that the 
simmaller house will serve to catch its 
big brother’s overflow, while doubt- 
ful whether many or any will see 
both shows and make comparisons. 

While there are two preceding 
production numbers and the over- 
ture, the Music Hall presentation, 
in making the third stage item the 
most important, is chiefly a prolog 
to the picture. Following the jungle 
theme and using a prop figure of 
the picture’s ape for its own finale, 
the prolog dovetails neatly into the 
start of the screen feature. 

It's all done under deep purple, 
costumes and props giving the fa- 
miliar phosphorescent effect; but 
they have never seen one quite as 
big and colorful as the one at the 
Music Hall this week. While the 
combined ballet and singing chorus, 
numbering probably 75 people, pro- 
vide the background in war-dance 
attire under a predominating orange 
hue, the Roxyettes perform a shield 
drill on the apron. Harry Losee, 
stripped but for a loin cloth, opens 
it up with a dance on a drum. An 
adagio foursome, George Andre and 
Co., build it up to a rhythmic fin- 
ish. The huge ape, painted on a 
flat piece, rises in the rear and an 
arm reaches down to pick up the 
adagio girl, That fades into ‘Kong's’ 
title sheet. 

‘Invitation to the Dance,’ opening 
number, shows off the Music Hall's 
revolving stage and other mechani- 
cal tricks before getting down to 
dancing and business. A sightly 
ballroom is the setting for some 
ballet work by the house line, sing- 
ing by the vocal chorus and a classi- 
cal double by Patricia Bowman and 
Nicholas Daks. It’s typical Roxy 
stuff. 

‘Wig-Wag,’ No. 2, is chiefly an 
arm-and-leg drill by the smartly- 
costumed Roxyettes, their red- 
gloved arms and bare legs going 
through a not so original but well- 
done sittin’ down routine. The 40 
girls stretched across the rostrum, 
ail moving in perfect unison, are an 
impressive sig\t. Number is opened 
and closed by The Vikings, male 
singing quartet, who deliver a pop 
while tricky scenery takes them on 
and off. Paired off, they’re held in 
either of two ladies’ hands, which 
are also red-gloved, while a large 
cutout of a girl’s head gives them 
the double-o from above. 

Overture is ‘March Slav.’ 

RKO Roxy 

Outside of the opening number, 
show there is a modified duplicate. 
RKO Roxy’s opener, called ‘On the 
Ranch,’ utilizes two standard vaude 
turns, neither of which is used to 
full advantage. 

Set includes rear views of half a 
dozen covered wagons, with the 
singing chorus grouped about the 
stage. It’s more of a Santa Fe trail 
overnight camp than a ranch, and 
the two specialty acts are of the 
rube type rather than cowboy turns. 
But picture-house audiences are 
accustomed to Eskimos in tropical 
surroundings, so one more won't 
make any difference, 

In vaudeville a well-lighted stage 
has always been considered neces- 
sary to the best interests of acts 
that must be seen as well as heard. 
Here under trick lighting, mostly 
from the side, Annie, Judy and Zeke 
are playing hide-and-seek most of 
the time with their audience. Asa 
result their backwoods routine isn't 
half as effective as it could be. 

Other visiting vaudevillian is Art 
Frank, who does about 20 minutes 
in his own field, but only about three 
minutes here. Not that there aren't 
plenty of 20-minute acts that should 
be doing only three, but Frank is 
not one of them. The RKO Roxy 
stager cut him down to his dance 
only. And paid for the other 17 
minutes without using them. Frank 
delivers full value in that one dance, 
which must be okay with the stager 
if that’s all he wanted. 

‘Wig-Wag’ isn’t on the program 


hers, but it’s on the stage, with a 
different quartet and the RKO 
Roxy’s smaller line. In the prolog, 
also considerably smaller in size 
than the Music Hall version, the 
adagio quartet is the De Vall and 
D'Avril Foursome, while the solo 
dancer is Dan Carthe. 


Pit orchestra here uses a pop, ‘My 
Darling, for its overture, Bige. 








PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, March 2. 


With no home-town outlet for 
their units, Fanchon & Marco have 
taken over the Paramount and in- 
stalled their new individually-staged 
system of shows. If opening day is 
a refiection of the future of the 
F & M operation, it is going to be 
successful. 

Inaugurating their operation with 
the first pop-pfice run of ‘Sign of 
the Cross,’ the producing pair also 
gave the patrons Rube Wolf, who 
has been absent for eight months, 
and a 50-minute show that was all 
class and almost all applause. I'u- 
ture weeks will tell whether they 
were hungry for the DeMille spec- 
tacle or the live stage entertain- 
ment, but opening day wound up 
with the combination grossing over 
$4,000. And that is plenty potatoes 
these days, being more than. one- 
half of the previous weekly average. 

All of which means that the show 
was heavily pre-sold to gather in 
that many chips. Big newspaper 
ads and plenty of explotiation 
helped. 

Stage show was topped by Gloria 
Gilbert, a toe twirler who wasn't 
spotted any too favorably, but tore 
the house down by her almost in- 
credible gyrations. A cleanup bet 
for picture houses, vaude or musi- 
cals. 

ladio Ballyhooligans were a little 
uneasy first show with music and 
mike-blasting troubles, but shape 
up as first-rate entertainment, espe- 
cially in the imitations of one of the 
boys. 

Rube Wolf clowns as usual, and 
the old band stuff was pleasing and 
novel enough to go over solidly, al- 
though a little too long. Orchestra 
sounds very good, maybe because a 
combo of this caliber has been miss- 
ing hereabouts for some time. 

Surefire tapping and clowning put 
the O’Connor Family across in good 
style. Antics of the two small kids 
went over big with this women and 
children audience. Nerve taps by 
one of the older boys are worth 
listening to. 

Show is weak on warbling, Mar- 
tha Ray's scat songs being the only 
vocalizing on the bill. Local public 
has not quite warmed up to this 
type of ditty or delivery. 

Gaylene Sisters did some neat 
backbends and acro tricks in an en- 
semble three-ring circus that uti- 
lizer the 16 line girls.and a trumpet 
accompaniment by Rube. Very 
tasty, as was the opening number, 
also staged by Fanchon. Girls are 
young, sweet and lively. Finale was 
a trifle slow and mainly for the 
bows. 

F & M has improved the stage a 
great deal by building an apron out 
over the orchestra pit, giving much 
more intimacy to this rather austere 
house. 





Par, Montgomery 


Montgomery, Ala., March 1, 
Paramount theatre patrons re- 
ceived a treat when the unit owned 
and directed by Charlie Mack 
opened here. Billed ‘The Parade of 


Melody Revue,’ it is the best stage 
outfit seen around these straight 
picture parts in a long while. With 
the opening show going over big 
with the patrons, good business 
showed up for the following per- 
formances. 

Unit consists of Georgie Hunter, 
Murray Browne Dancers, Janton 
Sisters, Dave Morgan, Ruth Bos- 
trom, Frank (Peg) Jones and Harry 
O'Brien's eight-piece orchestra. 
Jantons received the best reception 
from the audience with their sing- 
ing and dancing. 

Jones, minus a leg and appearing 
in a soldier uniform went over 
nicely with dancing stunt, plus his 
ability to play a harp and guitar. 
Hunter served as master of cere- 
monies and did a nice job, but his 
blackface specialty was liked best. 
Leaving his position in the orches- 
tra, Morgan delivered two nice tap- 
dance numbers. 

The Mack unit was pleasing to 
Mer. Lloyd Townes of the Wilby- 
Publix chain here, and Townes an- 
nounced he intended to stage week- 
ly shows in the future. 


Warners’ Hollywood 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
In attempt to provide a taste of 
flesh entertainment house is using 
Jeffery Gill, local tenor, for between 
pix warbling currently. Endeavor 


is nothing to brag about, although 
it does provide a little diversion. 

Gill, youthful and lacking experi- 
ence, has a superb tenor voice, but 
is seemingly restrained in his style 
of delivery. He lacks the person- 
ality necessary to put over num- 
bers for the deluxe type of audi- 
ence, although his voice does get 
him by nicely. 

Puts on two numbers, ‘Caroline,’ 
and a more heavy one, ‘Stop the 
Sun, Stop the Moon,’ with only or- 
gan accompanimcat. Is spotted at 
edge of pit, using a mike attached 
to loud speaker system for volume. 

Gaylord Carter, organist is 
utilized for a longe-drawn-out inter- 


mission, and also spotted for some | 


lively selections following the Jack 


CAPITOL, N. Y. 


New York, March $8. 
Jack Pearl opened at the Capitol 
a day ahead of President Roosevelt. 
He opened under better auspices. 
But apart from the economic de- 
bate over Pearl's boxoffice value at 


$8,500 it looks as if the Capitol 
should offset the general mora- 


the inauguration of President 
Roosevelt. 

A strong 
not the least of which are Milton 
Berle and Arthur Tracy (the ‘Street 
Singer’) plus a pretty fair flicker 
in ‘Clear All Wires’ (Metro-Lee 
Tracy) should account for sufficient 
draft to offset any moratorium on 
the b.o. 

Berle with about 10 weeks pen- 
cilled in for his Cap run if he holds 
up—and looks as if he will—and 
Tracy are dwarfed economically by 
Pearl's socko $8,500 for his end of 
it. It's gonna be tough for some 
of those radio acts when the de- 
pression blows over. 

Relatively Berle’s laff score 
eclipsed the rest of the show. 
Tracy's impression likewise wasn’t 
negligible, and ditto for Helen Lynd 
and the Honey Family. The show 
in toto plays in great shape. 

The problematical Pearl draw, of 
course, figures in that $8,500, but 
only a mild element thereof was 
apparent opening night. Any ref- 
erence to ‘Sharlie’ or ‘Hugo’ were 
mildly salvoed—for no apparent 
reason from the strict theatrical 
sense, but such is the loyalty of the 
ether addicts that they’ll applaud 
the control room guy if they knew 
he had anything to do with the 
situation. 

Berle’s initial click well evidenced 
his stability for holdover m.c’ing. 
This was further attested by audi- 
ble approval of the trailer herald- 
ing such. This comedian with his 
hybrid routine is more effective 
than ever. Any professional cap- 
tiousness about the Senator Mur- 
phyish delivery (although that goes 
back to Cliff Gordon et al.) of his 
politico observations must go by the 
board considering the sum total of 
his laugh score. The material itself 
isn’t borrowed, and since the bur- 
den of intra-show biz’s comment has 
been along those lines that, too, be- 
longs with the moratorium. His 
‘Thinking of Lincoln’ and ‘Parade 
of the Presidents’ are in line with 
the billing, ‘Roosevelt’s Asbassador 


of Good-Will.’ That’s topical 
enough. 
In sequence, following his own 


intro, come the Honey Family with 
their expert and  none-too-easy 
ground and risley. The mixed sex- 
tet (Pappa Honey comes on toward 
the end to handle a prop or two) 
do new and difficult stuff with an 
ease that shames some of the the- 
atric builder-uppering accorded 
contemporaneous gymnastic feats 
of not so intricate calibre. 

‘Street Singer’ begged off Friday 
night that he was almost late for 
his regular broadcast after doing 
three numbers. The paradox of a 
radio attraction, working on behalf 
of a boxoffice, plugging the free 
ether thing, paralleled Helen Lynd’s 
subsequent plug for Mae West with 
an impression, of whom she an- 
nounced to be ‘the hottest gal in 
town.’ Miss West is back for a re- 
peat at the competitive Paramount 
down the street. To offset the radio 
thing, Berle with obvious theatrical 
astuteness razzed the ether mildly. 

Tracy did two similar numbers, 
both of the Romany genera, open- 
ing with the currently popular ‘Play, 
Fiddle, Play,’ and finaling with ‘Play 
Gypsy’ (‘Countess Maritza’), both 
oke in every respect but for the 
Similarity. In between ‘I Bring a 
Song. Tracy attacks ’em all with 
verve and ease, and microphonically 
registers a neat solo encore. He’s 
in impeccable formal attire, but 
could help his general personality 
by better facial makeup, particu- 
larly around the eyes. 

Miss Lynd impressed with a good 
songalog. The Chevalier-Pitts stuff 
scored, although she was better vo- 
cally than in mannerisms of both 
Chev and Zasu. The Mae West 
takeoff took her off strong. 

Pearl with Cliff ‘Sharlie’ Hall, a 
better straight in person than Pearl 
is a comedian, fared only fairly well. 
Pearl appears in one of his unies 
out of the late ‘Pardon My English’ 
(nothing like saving on the over- 
head!), and likewise must be sav- 
ing some of his better material for 
the air than the rostrum. Opening 
about the ‘coast is clear’ is out of 
his flop musical comedy, and some 
of the other Munchausenisms are 
oldies. Hall, with his weight down, 
looks oke and feeds in great style. 

Top-off is Miss Lynd’s impression 
of Pearl doing a routine. Berle’s in- 
tro has it that it’s not so tough to 
be a Dutch comedian. It bécomes 
almost kidding on the square. 

Pearl may be drawing ’em, but 
the rest of the show is entertaining 
the customers—and Berle and Tracy 
won't exactly keep ’em away either. 

Abel. 





Screen feature is ‘Ladies They Talk 
About,’ with Univ. News and 
travelog for fillers. 

Biz away off tonight (Monday) 
| with lower section only sparsely 





Pearl comedy, ‘The Meal Ticket.’ ! filled between eight and tea, 





torium which went Into effect with | 


‘houses without a 
three-ply stage show, | 





icarry out the night-club n if. 





‘pretty good Friday night. 





la NEWSREELS 











EMBASSY 


Evidently planning to rush in de- | 


tails of the inauguration for the re- 
mainder of the week, Saturday 
afternoon found the two newsreel 
line or clip di- 
rectly about Roosevelt. 

And, evidently figuring that the 
inauguration will be a draw in it- 
self for the current week, the two 
theatres, especially the Embassy, 
went light on general news. 

Both houses led off with different 
members of the new cabinet, Pathe 
possibly using better news judg- 
ment in selecting the first woman 
appointee to such a position. Em- 
bassy used the Secretary of the 
Navy. 

It looks as though Fox, one time 
or another, started and then decided 
against making a special series of 
opera stars. This week Richard 
Bonelli sings long enough and 
against the background of a special 
set to provide a perfect single reeler. 

Embassy crowd had a round of 
applause for Hoover’s last dedica- 
tion—that of laying the corner stone 
for the new Hall of Justice. 

Headlining the Sino-Japanese sit- 
uation, Fox made its best point in 
an interview with a Japanese Ad- 
miral. Comments of that official 
that Japan was defending itself and 
wanted only peace drew loud guf- 
faws. Right after that the Ameri- 
can fleet at the Golden Gate pro- 
vided further reaction of an inter- 
esting nature. 

Reference was made to the death 
of Senator Walsh via library shots 


| TRANSLUX 


Al Smith's appearance before the 
Senate and his 
;} couldn't have been more opportune 
lif the two newsreel theatres had 
| foreseen the moratorium and timed 
ithe Smith release. 

Paramount got a good slant on 
the Wisconsin milk strike and the 
starting of San Francisco’s Golden 
Gate bridge. Other than that, how- 
ever, the Saturday matinee news 
shows at the Luxer was mainly a 
lot of magazine, library and formal 
views of familiar events. 

Florida children who yearly box 
for the newsreels repeat their act. 
And there are the fashions and 
those foreign carnivals. Thenthere 
is a newsreel’s re-write of Boulder 
Dam, ice boating, army on skiis, 
Mexican caves. 

Reels are rushing spring, follow- 
ing the last wintery symposium, 
with baseball practice and March 
football exercises. Waly. 


economy program 





of the Democratic national conven- 
tion. 

Many plane views of Manhattan 
have been projected on newsreel 
house screens. One of the best is 
the current perspective from army 
ships. 

Secretary of the Treasury Woodin 
is shown in a pensive study, listen- 
ing to broadcasting of a Chinese 
melody composed by himself. Cur- 
rent Magic Carpet is a re-issue, 
‘Manhattan Medley.’ Waly. 





ROXY, N. Y. 


New York, March 3. 
Jack Osterman, who’s at the Club 
Richman at night and doubling on 
the stage here this week, triples on 
Sundays on the commercial broad- 
casts of Jo-cur—a hair-wave prepa- 
ration, my dear. That’s the cue for 


the Roxy’s current give-away gag. 
A Jo-cur wrapper is as good as the 
coin for one admish, so a lot of 
Scotchmen will be wearing curls for 
the next few weeks. 

Along with Osterman in the F. & 
M. stage show are four other acts 
from Club Richman, but the layout 
is not as night-clubby as the usual 
floor show appears when trans- 
planted to a theatre stage. With 
one exception the doubling acts are 
suitable picture-house specialty 
turns. Also there’s the theatre's 
own Gae Foster girls, who, unlike 
the Richman line, wear clothes. 

Osterman sings his songs, tells 
his gags, m.c.’s the show in a help- 
ful way and acts like he just fin- 
ished a year’s run between the 
Capitol and the Paramount. There’s 
no evidence that this is his first 
Broadway stand in quite a while, he 
seemed so much at home Friday 
night. Florenz and Alvarez, Fran- 
ces Faye, Dolores Farris and Four 
Queens are the other doubling Rich- 
manites. 

All but Miss Faye will fit ,the 
family audience surroundings, the 
piano-playing and coon-shouting 
girl being too typically floor show 
in style for best results with this 
audience. She’s hot both on the 
keys and the pipes, yet the heat 
didn’t seem to cross the foots here. 
It was a different story with the 
Four Queens, who emulate the 
dancing style of male rhythm step- 
ping combinations and do it in ex- 
cellent fashion. But for unbecom- 
ing costumes their few minutes 
were 100% nifty. 


Florenz and Alvarez call their 
dance ‘Exotic Moods.’ It’s along 
modernistic lines, but just enough 


on the sensible side to avoid confus- 
ing. The twirling finish, different 
in content than the usual finale 
swing, drew the evening’s heaviest 
hand and showed why the team 
holds down the closing spot. Dolo- 
res Farris’ one number is a fast toe 
routine in front of the line. 

Wilton Crawley and Joe and Jane 
McKenna, latter a replacement for 
Moran and Wiser, are the outsiders, 
but more responsible than the others 
for making the show a show. Either 
the McKenna routine is changed or 
the stage band background and 
warmer atmosphere made the dif- 
ference, but their work was far 
more impressive here than ordi- 
narily on the cold vaude stages. 
They were called back twice. Craw- 
ley with his back bends while play- 
ing the clarinet also caused the 
hands to work and they demanded 
an extra session from the blackface 
single, too. 

The Foster line is mixed, eight 
boys and against 16 girls, the latter 
all exceptionally tall for a picture- 
house line and all blondes. They're 
in evening dress most of the time to 
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TABOR, DENVER 


Denver, Feb, 28. 

In the production of traveling 
stage units, of course, no tieup with 
films can be made, but when the 
shows are locally produced, the 
backer can go the limit, and the 
show at the Tabor, with ‘Silver 
Dollar on the screen, shows how 
appropriate the layout may be made. 

‘Silver Dollar’ is the story of H. 
A. W. Tabor, builder of the Tabor 
opera house. The film would have 
had its world premiere in the Tabor 
—First National had so planned it— 
but the Tabor reopened on a grind 
policy before the picture was re- 
leased, and so the picture had to 


wait three months to be shown in 
its logical opening spot. 

The stage layout, called ‘The Gay 
Nineties,’ harked back to those days 
when many of the scenes of the film 
originated, and opened with the line 
of 16 clad in crinoline. After their 
routine, four of the line do a s; e- 
cialty dance while the orches.ra 
plays ‘Glow Worm.’ Jack Kelly 
sings ‘Flower from an Old Bouquet’ 
and the routine closes with the line 
singing ‘Crinoline Days.’ 

Flores and Fazell do a pretty kiss 
waltz, and the m.c., Joe Barnett and 
Johnnie Arnold decide to have a 
contest between old-fashioned num- 
bers and modern songs. Half the 
line are in long and full dresses, 
while the rest have on abbreviated 
costumes in black and white. The 
house is divided, and the applause 
decides the winner. Alternately the 
halves of the line sing ‘Just a Song 
at Twilight,’ ‘Puttin’ on the Ritz,’ 





‘In the Gloaming,’ ‘42d _ Street,’ 
‘When You and I Were Young, 
Maggie,’ ‘Baltimore,’ and ‘Maggie 


Blues.’ 

The stage setting for the layout 
was a rich-looking affair, with huge 
cameos and tapestries forming the 
background. No scene changes are 
made—this keeps down the stage- 
hand expense. 

Louise De Louie, in a pleasing so- 
prano voice, sang ‘Garland of Roses.’ 
Directed by Barnett, the band does 
a Victrola specialty—imitating a 
phonograph—with Joe winding it 
up—using a bum record that re- 
peats in two spots, and then threat- 
ening to run down—which exasper- 
ates Joe as he kicks the imaginary 
machine off stage. 

Barnett and Mary Kendall, a 
clever comic, introduce the ‘Tin- 
Type Parade,’ with members of the 
company parading across the stage 
in clothes of 50 or 60 years ago— 
with some of them riding bicycles. 
The stunt was good for a hearty 
round of applause. Old and new 
dance etiquet also shown by Joe and 
Mary. 

Ifelen Sonna sings ‘If I Lost You’ 
1 a rich contralto voice, followed 
y the Four Blendoliers—Jack Kelly, 
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DENVER—“Proving a wow 
— standouts every night — 
headed for best gross in 
years.” — Variety 


KANSAS CITY—“Opened in 
blaze of glory — eclipsed 
the town.”— Variety 


MEMPHIS — Held over af- 
ter tripling gross! 


WARNER BROS. 


Have Unbounded Confidence in This 
Country —and These Coming Productions 


“GRAND SLAM’— PAUL LUKAS, LORETTA YOUNG’ 
“THE KEYHOLE’— KAY FRANCIS, GEORGE BRENT 
WARREN WILLIAM — — “THE MIND READER” 


BETTE DAVIS —"EX-LADY’— ALL-STAR CAST 
RICHARD BARTHELMESS —’CENTRAL AIRPORT” 
FAIRBANKS JR., LORETTA YOUNG —“JIMMY DOLAN’” 


9A WARNER 8205. MCTURE VITAGRAPH, INC., DISTRIBUTORS TA FIRST NATIONAL PICTURE 











CLEVELAND — Business 
more than 3 times aver- 
age! 


TOLEDO — Armed Legion- 
naires hold back crowds. 


ST. LOUIS—“Biggest atten- 
dance in my career at Am- 


bassador Theatre.” 
—R. B. Jones, Manager 
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CAGNEY —’PICTURE SNATCHER’— ALICE WHITE 
JOE £. BROWN — — “ELMER THE GREAT” 
ARLISS—"THE ADOPTED FATHER’ —BETTE DAVIS 
BARBARA STANWYCK—“BABY FACE’—GEO. BRENT’ 
EDWARD G:. ROBINSON—‘THE LITTLE GIANT” 
BOBBY JONES—JACK DEMPSEY—VITAPHONE SHORTS 
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Plenty for Cantor 


Minneapolis. 

The Orpheum’s campaign for ‘The 
Kid From Spain’ made ‘em sit up 
and take notice here. Among other 
things, it had a ‘toreador’ lead a 
bannered cow through the _ loop, 
milking her on a prominent corner 
and causing a traffic congestion. As 
a stunt the cow also was led into 
the lobby of one of the city’s two 
leading hotels, the Radisson, re- 
sulting in the ‘arrest’ of both the 
animal and its guide. Newspapers, 
however, failed to fall for the 
pinches and made no mention of 
them. 

Through a tie-up with the Mil- 
waukee railroad, employees of that 
line within a radius of 100 miles 
from Minneapolis distributed 15,000 
flyers advertising the picture and 
special passenger rates. The en- 
gagement of the picture at the Or- 
pheum was announced over radio 
station KSTP following the Eddie 
Cantor program Sunday night. A 
Chase & Sanborn tie-up placed 
2,000 cards in grocery store win- 
dows throughout the city. Leading 
chain drug and grocery stores dis- 
tributed 100,000 folders to custom- 
ers, advertising themselves and the 
film. The ‘original Eddie Cantor 
suit and tie’ were displayed in the 
window of a leading loop store. 
More than 2,500 colored inserts were 
delivered to apartment and loop ho- 
tels and 150 souvenir New York 
programs mailed to prominent peo- 

le. 

The cow used in Minneapolis was 
borrowed,’ but the St. Paul cow 
was bought. Later the Orpheum 
placed it on public sale with the 
proceeds to be turned over to char- 
ity. The picture did a big business. 


Slick Stuff 


European ‘advertisers now and 
then put the bee on their American 
prototypes. Not often, perhaps, but 
now and then, and when one good 
idea does come through it’s original. 

One of the recent good ones, and 
one of the best, is from a French 
trade paper. It’s the advertisement 
of Epoc films, with a small red 
square on one corner; and even this 
has one corner cut out, giving the 
mame of the company and its Paris 
address. 

Rest of the page is given to a red 
outline map of Europe—merely the 
coast outlines. Near the bottom is a 
tiny black dot labeled ‘Republique 
d@’Andorre,’ with an arrowed line 
leading to a ringed statement, also 
in black, to the effect that this will 
be the only spot in Europe where 
Epoch’s ‘Prenez garde a la Peinture’ 
(‘Wet Paint’) will not be played. 

May sound rather dumb over here, 
but everyone in European trade 
knows that the Andorran republic is 
the only principality in Europe too 
small to possess a picture theatre? 

Apart from the text, the visual ef- 
fect of the brief message causes the 
display to stand out above all other 
ads in the same issue. Just a case 
of being different—and clever. 








Playing Up Jigs 
Reading, Pa. 

Making the best of it, Paul E. 
Glass, manager of the State thea- 
tre, a Wilmer-Vincent house, is us- 
ing jig-saw puzzles to create busi- 
ness. One standard stunt for the 
past six or eight weeks is a con- 
test, staged in a vacant window. 
Contests were between teams of two 
boys each, with a prize at the end 
of the week to the kid making the 
fastest time. Started after school 
and run until 10 p.m. Puzzles were 
made from one sheet of coming pic- 
tures, chiefly those of interest to 
the boys. Boys were lined up in the 
store, waiting their turns, and there 
Was no lack of entrants. 

For one matinee a smaller jig was 
given each child. The puzzles were 
made under a deal with the unem- 
Ployed relief committee to give 
work to local men. 


Local Exhibits 
Denver. 

The Denver theatre is getting 
Bome excellent plugging by allowing 
local manufacturers to place a dis- 
Play in their main foyer. The ex- 
hibits are limited to locally manu- 
factured goods. Each company is 
required to do some advertising of 
the exhibit, and is expected to men- 
tion the picture that is being shown. 
Many of them get out heralds, 
cards, ete., also, and the film gets 
some good plugging. The exhibit is 
given a flash on the screen. Exhib- 
its are arranged through the cham- 
ber of commerce and are set until 
early summer. 


Plain Dumb 


If you have worked the blind man 
stunt, try a dummy for a change. 
You'll recall the blind man would 
give big money if he could only see 
the picture being advertised. 

The dummy carries no signs, but 
he has his pocket filled with cards. 
Stops pedestrians on busy street 
corners and apparently asks a ques- 
tion in the sign language. If the 
victim shakes his head and tries to 
Pass on he is gently detained with 











more gestures. By this time a crowd 
has probably grown, particularly if 
the sign language is supplemented 
by uncouth grunts as though the 
dumb man were trying to talk. 
Without holding them too long, 
the dummy pulls cards out of his 
pocket, which he hands tu everyone 
who will take them. Card reads ‘If 
I could talk, I'd tell you what a fine 
picture ‘Washed Up,’ at the National 
theatre, really is. But see for your- 





self. It’s tonight and tomorrow.’ 
Kept His Word 
Manager who advertised that 


every patron would be presented 
with a pocket cigaret lighter on 
certain days kept his word. He gave 
each one a card of matches adver- 
tising a coming show, and as the 
regulars were used to his kidding, 
they were not disappointed. 

Sting stunts are good only when 
they get the laughs. Putting too 
much stress on the supposed gift 
will raise expectations too high, but 
a bare announcement will seldom 
carry a comeback. 

Same house recently advertised a 
giveaway of dollar bills. They were 
bills for a dollar’s worth of tickets 
and the explanation was printed that 
the goods would be delivered when 
the bills were paid. Some paid, 
just to prove they could take a 
joke. 





Stockyards Stuff 


St. Paul. 

Art Steagall, assistant to Cliff 
Rust at the RKO, pulled a neat— 
and maybe profitable—exploitation 
stunt for ‘The Kid from Spain.’ 

Using the ancient cow gag with 
placards: ‘This ain’t no bull!’ Stea- 
gall went to South St. Paul and 
bought a 1,040 pound beef cow on 
the hoof at $1.75 per cwt., on mar- 
gin. Steagall has return privilege 
after ballyhoo is furnished, return 
price to be determined by whatever 
the market quotation is that day. 
Deal entirely on paper, with St®ag- 
all owing $18.:0 for the cow and 
paying more or less, depending on 
the market, upon its return. 

So far, Art has bought one bale 
of hay (80c) for the beast, and since 
she is about to calve, Steagall is 
feeding her generously, hoping to 
make a few nickels on the deal. To 
guard against cow running amuck, 
Art has her insured for $5,000 prop- 
erty damage and liability. 

Bim in lounging pajamas parades 
bovine through loop daily during 
rush hours. ‘News,’ local rag, put 
photog on the yarn and gave it a 
front-page break. 


This a Dud 
The Hague. 

In Amsterdam a film depicting life 
in ancient Assyria on bills and to 
boost it, cinema management tried 
something new. At spot, where 
roadworkers were digging, during 
night they sent men down to bury 
there a lead case, containing a 
scroll of parchment, inscribed with 
imitation Sanscrit. Duly next 
morning this curious document was 
unearthed and sent up to Public 
Works Office of City of Amsterdam. 
Responsible engineer sent it up to 
University where it at once was 
found to be faked. So trick did not 
work, as papers only mentioned why 
it was done, withholding name of 
film and cinema, which naturally 
was object of this measure. 


Looked Larger 


Manager who made a deal with a 
newspaper for a tie-in to the classi- 
fied ads was willing to give 10 tick- 
ets daily, but he persuaded the ad- 
vertising manager that the stunt 
would look better if a larger num- 
ber of tickets were offered. 

Instead of 10 tickets daily, the 
stunt was changed to run a week, 
with 50 tickets given out for the 
most original presentations of a six- 
word sentence about the picture. 
One word was printed each day and 
was run in several of the advertise- 
ments instead of just one. To make 
it more interesting, other words 
were printed more than once, with 
the word most often repeated the 
proper one to use. 

Dressed up the old gag a little and 
made it look like more. 


Rocking the Boat 


Palace, N. Y., is using a rocking 
battleship for its cross-lobby dis- 
play, with a large Jack Onkie stand- 
ing on the deck, for ‘Sailor Behave.’ 

Simplest mechanism for this effect 
is to pivot the cutout with a light 
spring on the stern and a card on 
the bow attached to a wheel hidden 
by the cut waves. Wheel carries a 
pin on its circumference, with the 
cord attached to this. When the pin 
is at its lowest voint of travel it 
pulls the bow down. When it’s up, 
the spring pulls the bow up. Wheel 
should be of a diameter to match 
the amount of play required. Bat- 
tleship has translucent portholes 
lighted with a single lamp back of 
the cutout. Lamp should travel with 











| the ship for the best effect. 





Told by Color 


Control cards usually work by 
sets, with the payoff to the person 
who can collect the letters of the 
complete word. This requires a 
larger supply of cards or circulars 
if there are to be a sufficient num- 
ber out to make it interesting. Peo- 
ple know in advance whether or not 
they have a set. 

A variant on the idea is a cheap 
throwaway printed on colored stock, 
with several colors used. Circular 
offers free admission to those whose 
throwaways are of the proper color. 
Only way to know which is the win- 
ning color is to come to the theatre 
the night the stunt blows off, with a 
sheet of similar paper displayed as 
the tipoff. 

Those holding other colors are 
right in front of the box office, so 
their resistance has been counter- 
acted up to that point. If they have 
the coin they are apt to come in, 
anyhow. 





Loans the Kids 


Manager who has had a kid club 
for several years has brought a 
number of them to a degree of effi- 
ciency that entitles them to be re- 
garded as entertainers. Only about 
half a dozen of them really clever, 
but that’s enough. 

Like most children, they love to 
play theatre, and he is always ready 
to cooperate with church and club 
women who are planning entertain- 


ments. Children are generally treat- | 


ed to ice cream and cake, and all he 
asks is that program or verbal credit 
be given the club with a mention of 
the theatre. 

Just a little goodwill gesture, but 
he has found that kicks about some 
of his pictures are less frequent 
since he co-operated. They don’t 
like to jump on him when they know 
they may need his acts presently. 


Made ’Em Talk © 


In a town where the ad rates are 
low a manager took a two fives to 
advertise ‘I desire to positively state 
that all rumors that the Unique the- 
atre has been sold, will be sold or 
will entertain an offer of purchase 
are utterly without foundation.’ 

The last three words were given 
special stress in the type display, 
the statement being.signed by the 





manager. For a week people he 
had not seen in months came drop- 
ping in and most of them found 
time to ask what all the noise was 
about. The manager merely said 
that the advertisement spoke for it- 
self. 

The box office showed a healthier 
business than usual, and the $10 
spent on the display was about 
100% productive in immediate re- 
sults, 

No real basis for the ad. No one 
had spread such a story, but the 
manager figured it would remind a 
lot of people of the theatre who had 
sort of dropped away, and the re- 
sults proved that he was correct, 


Wrote His Own 





Akron. 

Ernie Austgen, of Loew’s, thought 
a sketch of Mae West would help 
‘She Done Him Wrong’ at his thea- 
tre. There wasn’t any in the press 
book, so they went over the general 
Stories until they got sufficient to 
“lece together to make a showing in 
the ‘Beacon-Journal,’ and lead off 
the dramatic page. 

Carefully avoided more than a 
passing rerefence to ‘Diamond Lil, 
in accordance with the Hays pro- 
nouncement, and stressed the 
‘Frankie and Johnnie’ angle, which 
worked just as well. They know 
Frankie out here. 


Pulls from the Farms 


George A. Miller does not do 
much two-for-one stuff locally, but 
he is using such a ticket just now 
to bring them in from the out-of- 
town spots to the Smalley theatre, 
Hamilton, N. Y. 

Tickets have been broadcast over 
the rural route with the usual gag 
of addressing the box number, but 
there’s a space for name and ad- 
dress which must be filled in, and 





To avoid misundertanding, he not 
only uses the ‘This coupon and one 
paid admission’ line, but at the bot- 
tom is a bold, ‘Please remember one 
paid adult ticket must accompany 
every free admission.’ 

Another slip advertises ‘Ladies 
They Talk About’ with the brag 
‘Showing before New York city.’ 
That’s a great line for the small 
towns when it is true, as in this 
case. 
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Phoenix, Ariz. 

They are remodeling the Amusu 
theatre here, which will reopen in 
April. So announced by Robert 
Killeen, owner. House dark 18 
months, but will in future be oper- 
ated in partnership with E. T. 
Mathes, Bellingham, owner of the 
Avalon there and the Mt. Baker the- 
atre in Seattle. Mathes will reside 
in Phoenix. 





Denver. 

The Aladdin and Rialto, both in 
the RKO-Huffman pool, trading 
policies. Aladdin, which changed 
to second run when the pool was 
effected, has gone back to first run, 
with 20-25-40 prices. The Rialto, 
long a first run house, goes to sec- 
ond run, 25c top. This throws 600 
more seats in the first run market, 
the Rialto having but 900 against 
the Aladdin with 1,500. The Rialto 
second run _ policy takes effect 
March 9, while ‘42d Street’ has been 
moved to the Aladdin, following a 
record breaker at the Orpheum. 





Fairmont, W. Va. 

Theatres at Clarksburg have 
combined their advertisements, al- 
though operated by separate com- 
panies, with a view of getting the 
rates offered for bulk space. Under 
the present conditions the four the- 
atres use the space formerly used 
by one theatre for its larger ads. 
The newspapers in Clarksburg com- 
bined several years ago. The com- 
bination rate has been $1.13. 





Council Bluffs, Ia. 
Union operators of Paramount 
houses here and in Omaha to take 
reductions of 20-30%. 





Syracuse, N. Y. 
With the Empire, Skouras-oper- 
ated, reyerting to second-runs, for 
the time being at least, and reduc- 
ing its box-office scale to 15-20 
cents, a nickel price cut became ef- 
fective at the RKO Strand also. 





Des Moines. 
Mort Singer and Morgan Ames in 
partnership to take over the Or- 
pheum, Davenport, and the Iowa, 
Cedar Rapids, under Paulson. Asher 
Levy taking over old Orpheum, 
Sioux City. 





Bronx, N. Y. 
Harry Harris, with a string of 
houses in upper Manhattan, will in- 
vade the Bronx when he takes over 
the Bronx Opera House within two 
weeks. Vaude and pictures will be 
the policy, with a change in the 


name of the house to the Bronx 
theatre. Jack H. Callahan will 
manage, 





Troy, N. Y. 
Harry Black replaced A. S. Rit- 





tenberg, resigned, as manager of 
Proctor. 
Hamilton, O. 
Mare Wolfe, erstwhile Para- 


mount-Publix district manager at 
Indianapolis, has been named man- 
ager of the Paramount here, suc- 
ceeding Herman Bamberger, who 
goes to the Paramount, Middletown, 
O. G. L. Henseler, who has been in 
charge of the Middletown house, has 
been transferred to Toledo, where 
he replaces Chas. Kurtzman, re- 
signed. Roy Patterson, assistant 
manager of the Paramount, Middle- 
town, has been made manager of 
the Publix-Palace here, as succes- 
sor to Waldo E. Bail, resigned. 





Cedar Rapids, Ia. 
Palace has reopened as_ second 
run, 15 and 10, Dell McDermott, for- 
merly at State to manage under 
supervision of Ted Emerson, Para- 
mount head. 





Phoenix. 

Arthur G. Pickett named manager 
of two Publix houses here to suc- 
ceed L. P. Weaver, Rialto, and J. J. 
Scholer, Orpheum, who are out un- 
der the new regime. Pickett with 
Publix-Rickards and Nace formerly 
as division advertising manager. 

The Orpheum, under new set-up, 
will go part-time, shows opening 
Saturdays for three or four days. 
Policy of week-end stage shows 
discontinued and house goes straight 
films. Rialto remains open. 

Joseph Holm has arrived here to 
head accounting department for 
Publix. 





Columbus, O. 
Edgar Hart, who was brought 
from San Diego to the RKO Rivoli, 
Toledo, now at the Majestic here. 





Lowell, Mass. 


Sam Torgan appointed manager 





damage forced temporary closing of 





| nardino, with operations shifted to 
(Continued on page 40) 


that will give him a direct mail list. 


of Keith, succeeding David Perkins, | 
resigned. 
Los Angeles. 
Fire (23) which caused $3,000 





the West Coast (F-WC) in San Ber- | 


| 


Simple Magic 

With the Camel cigaret ads re- 
viving interest in magie with their 
exposes of illusions, it’s a simple 
matter to hook in with a stunt for 
the lobby, and a simple one is the 
disappearing lady. It does not even 
require a girl. 

Requirements are a shallow box, 
a motor, a belt and a sheet. Wire 
loops are bent roughly to suggest 
the outline of a girl all of these 
loops being connected with a stout 
cord which runs down into the box 
to end in a counterweight or light 
spring, preferably” the thin spiral 
springs sold in hardware stores to 
close screen doors. Ordinary staples 
hold the wire loops. 

The loop furtherest from the 
spring end has attached a slat 
which is pivoted to the board and 
extends down into the box a cou- 
ple of inches. It should be worked 
so that the slat will lie flat when 
the spring pulls it down. It should 
have at the bottom end a piece of 
iron attached so that it will engage 
a pin fastened to an endless belt, 
run by the motor. The top of the 
belt travels in the direction of the 
spring. The sheet is laid over this 
improvised bier. 

It will lie practically flat until the 
pin on the belt engages the iron at 
the end of the slat, which will pull 
up that wire and all the others with 
it. When the pin passes the iron 
the slat is left free and the spring 
pulls it down along with the rest. 
The effect is that of a body appear- 
ing under the sheet and suddenly 
vanishing. If the outline is proper- 
ly made, the result is surprisingly 
effective. 





Buy Anyway 

Most managers report that often 
some woman patron will send a dep- 
uty to the theatre when she is un- 
able to attend a premium night in 
order not to break a set, but Edward 
Sellette, of the Pastime theatre, 
Marlboro, Mass., incorporates in his 
announcement of the giveaway that, 
‘for the convenience of ladies unable 
to attend the evening performance, 
they can secure their articles at the 
above matinees by purchasing a 15¢ 
ticket.’ 

Mat admission is a dime, 15c at 
night, and probably some women 
will appreciate the opportunity to 
get their prizes at the mats, but it 
seems to put a rather definite value 
of 5c on the gift, though some of 
the pieces cost up to 10c. 

Sellette, who used to be at New 
Bedford for the same circuit, has 
pyralin giveaways on Monday and 
Tuesday, China on Thursday and 
statuettes for the kids on Saturday. 
Monday is also Marko night, the 
latter being similar to Screeno and 
Beano, both copies of the older corn 
game or keno. 

His newest gag is parking space 
for baby carriages. On application 
the cashier will supply an usher to 
wheel the buggy while the mother 
enters the theatre. 





Novelty Sign 


A novelty sign that will have them 
standing out on the sidewalk to figure 
it out is made from a heavy sheet of 
cardboard into which a simple an- 
nouncement is cut, stencil fashion. 
Various lines vary in size, to avoid 
sameness, but all are based on a line 
to each six-inch space. 

This is backed by an endless band 
of alternate strips of white and 
black. These strips are only three 
inches high and run from side to 
side. 

Mechanical trip is gauged to bring 
the white and black strips alter- 
nately back of the cutout letters, 
with the effect that the sign seems 
to appear and disappear, the black 
strips filling in the space half the 
time. Not difficult to make, with 
the band tripped by a dog on a mo- 
tor wheel, but it takes a little figur- 
ing to get the band spaced so that it 
will be exact. 





Poor Sales Copy 


Non-professional observer sends 
in a couple of horrible examples of 
sales copy as shown at the Strand 
theatre, indie house in Cincinnati. 

One, for ‘Shop Angel’ runs ‘The 
dramatic story of a glamorous girl 
who was always wondering if she 
was doing the right thing.’ Second 
objection is to billing ‘Lovable Regis 
Toomey,’ which the commentator 
opines is not the right adjective. 

Getting tough to pull them in, but 
it would seem there might be bet- 
ter lines than these. 


Extra Help 

RKO is making sales capital out 
of a one-sheet which it has prepared 
on coming Radio product. The sheet 
iis in black and red, with the illus- 
trations from half tones for six pic- 
tures and a reference to past hits. 

Note pasted to the sample asks 
the manager to use it after he hag 
contracted for the RKO product, 


with the statement that additional 

copies may be had from the ex- 

change for 5c each. This is below 
(Continued on page 40) 
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Going Places 








By Cecelia Ager 





But the Clothes! 
All 
smart 


Forsaking Others’ would 
rather be 
would rather be modern than real, 

t's so thoroughly earnest in its re- 
spect for Bright Young Things that 
Tallulah Bankhead, Ilka Chase, 
Cora Witherspoon, touched by its 
childlike intensity, are kind enough 
to dress like Bright Young Things 
even if the play does nothing for 
them in return. 

This Spring then, it seems that 
all Bright Young People will be at- 
tracted to frocks and suits with 
broad shoulders and sleeves gath- 
ered hugely at the arm holes. 
Braided leather frogs will fasten 
their jackets; their gloves will be 
fashioned of the same material as 
their costume. Miss Bankhead’s 
white satin wedding dress, there- 
fore, is accompanied by white satin 
gauntlets, and Miss Chase wears 
checked wool gloves with her 
checked wool jacket. It’s terribly 
right to wear tailored negligees, if 
they're executed in softly feminine 
materials, as Miss Bankhead’s peach 
satin redingote with rhinestone but- 
tons and peach colored lace at her 
throat and wrists and silver fox 
swirled lavishly about the shoulders 
of a grey chiffon wrap only goes 
to show utterly unpredictable a 
Bright Young Child should be. 
Such clothes, such dashing, clever 
garments do a tremendous lot to 
allay the suspicion started up by 
the play that Bright Young Things 
do not think very clearly. Such cos- 
tumes absorb so much attention, 
there’s very little left, luckily, for 
trying to make the goings-on fit 
into some mean old logical pattern. 


than anything, 


She Has the Walk 

Helen Lynd at the Capitol is will- 
ing to give Mae West, another 
blonde, a break. Miss Lynd, force- 
ful and vivacious in bright green 
erepe which follows fondly the out- 
line of her slim young figure, does 
impersonations. She begins with 
Chevalier, runs through ZaSu Pitts, 
just misses Garbo, then finishes 
with Miss West. When playing pic- 
ture houses, it’s a good idea to imi- 
tate picture personalities, she real- 
izes. And it’s still smarter to wind 
up with a star who’s tops. Now all 
Miss Lynd has to do is dash down 
to the Paramount between shows 
and listen to the explosive West 
enunciations, note that Miss West 
sings only slow songs. She's got 
the West walk; that’s a beginning. 

The Honey Family open the Capi- 
tol stage shov’, a sextette which 


, believes in the equality of the sexes 


| The three girls do the under-stand- 


t 


Rogers, 


| 
more 


prettier than ever, 
| natural and spontaneous, alone | 
|; escapes stifling at the clumsy hands 
of ‘Broadway Bad.’ 


| 


| 


jing for the tumbling, robust maidens 


| with strong bones and well devel- 
oped muscles, who despite their 
physical prowess yield to the deli- 


cately feminine colors of orchid and 


magenta. The trunks of their or- 
chid satin leotards are modestly 
hidden at times with brief little 
magenta skirts. They wear snug 
magenta velvet heimets to keep 
their hair tidy, and whenever the 
males in the act feel inclined 


leap upon their shoulders, thep pre- 
pare for the visit by first slipping on 
orchid satin shoulder capes. An 
agile family, exemplary in _ their 
neatness, too. 


The Subdued Biondell 

‘Broadway Bad’ gives Joan Blon- 
dell a lot of fine clothes, a limou- 
sine, money, an apartment at 900 
Park Avenue, even a baby—but 
what’s the good of all that luxury 
when it doesn’t understand her? 

Miss Blondell submits to the ex- 
pensive trappings, for she is an 
amiable girl, but they smother her 
personality, dim her own precious 
sparkle, change her into just an- 
other routine heroine who, however, 
hasn’t the technical goed looks to 
conquer so stereotyped a role. Her 
briskness is gone, she even loses a 
good measure of her likableness. 
She’s in the wrong environment 
and she knows it; when Miss Blon- 
dell is uncomfortable and depressed 
in a picture, something's very much 
the matter. » 

‘Broadway Bad’ is so insensitive 
to the real Blondell that it starts 
her off as an innocent country child, 
finishes her as a hard-headed, cold- 
blooded, financially successful trol- 
‘lop. Mechanically she goes through 
the motions of each phase, achiev- 
ing the illusion of neither. Her 
sense of humor, her sincerity atrophy 
with no opportunity for expression. 
The baby who finally clambers into 
the story completes the rout, for 
Miss Blondell, poor put-upon crea- 
ture, has to call him ‘Big Fella.’ 


Miss Plondell must not let her- 
self get so discouraged, however, 
that she neglects to keep her hair 
at its part as blonde as it is at the 
ends. She should have rebelled at 
the utter lack of synchronization of 
the voice dubbed in when she is 
supposed to be singing. Since grand 
clothes were her only reward for 
suppressing her personality, she 
should have refused the white 
ermine jacket with its shawl collar 
criss-crossed with brown. Ginger 
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Fay Wray’s Animal Kingdom 

Despite all her experiences with 
picture beasties, Fay Wray can't 

to condition herself against 
horrid old things. She's just 
rrified at ‘King Kong,’ she} 
shrilly as if she 
from her past 
will surely be 

She won't learn, 
won't learn. All 
come of her former run-ins 
monsters is the overnight 
of her hair from black to 
blonde, but it doesn’t help. The 
curious attraction she has for man- 
beast combos is not to be denied 
by superficial hair color transforma- 
tion. It's made matters even worse 
for her. Blonde, she looks even 
more the part of Beauty in the fable, 
‘Beauty and the Beast,’ so what 
can the beast do but act good and 
beasty. 

In ‘King Kong’ Miss Wray actu- 
ally puts on the legendary costume 
of Beauty, a medieval robe of sheer 
cloth of gold that falls gracefully 
off her shoulders and clings de- 
votedly about her hips, girdled 
snugly with gold braid. She wears 
it presumably the better to re- 
hearse her part in the film she’s en- 
gaged to make on the mysterious 
island; but really and truly that 
costume is a plant, a hint to the 
audience in case thev're forgotten 
the fable. 

Miss Wray’s reaction to Kong 
makes mince-meat of the fearless 
modern girl theory. She's not only 
scared to death, but she completely 
loses her head. She won't learn 
that Kong is really her friend, No, 
she screams and writhes and 
wriggles and kicks every time she’s 
cradled in his love lorn paw. Even 
when he scales the Empire State 
building holding her firmly in one 
hand, she carries on so vehemently 
it seems she wants to be let go so 
she can be dashed to the ground 
eighty stories below. She just has 
no foresight. Strange girl, Miss 
Wray. 


seem 


is t 


screams quite as 


couldn't remember 


at the end, 
Miss Wray, she 
that’s 
with 





Popeyes Snare Lead 

American women _ faced with 
‘There Goes the Bride’ will not be 
altogether electrified with its ro- 
mance, but should they be inter- 
ested in comparing national con- 
ventions relating to the elemental 
impulse, they'll find a deal to think 
about in its firmly British point of | 
view. | 

Feminine underpinnings in Eng- | 
land are daringly known as 
‘knickers,’ for instance, and in that 
country it is the female who pur- 
sues. There it is no end spicy for 
a young man and young woman to 
await the dawn in the same flat, 
albeit in separate rooms with locked 
doors. A girl need only sing in 
the Helen Kane manner to hold a 
British ballroom spellbound, as 
Jessie Mathews demonstrates, and 
if she can induce her eyes fairly 
to pop out of her head with roguish 
cuteness, she'll find she’s snared 
even the most petulant of pettish 
British leading men, 

England as well as America con- 
siders a maid irrestible in men’s 
pyjamas providing she is petite and 
the pyjamas are made to fit a rangy 
six footer. Miss Mathews, however, 
restrains her impishness in such 
garb far more resolutely than Amer- 
ican ingenues. But Miss Mathews 
is a very superior English ingenue 
anyway. She is neither blonde nor 
fascinated by the beauty of her pro- 
file; she appreciates animation, she 
whisk about gracefully, skipping 
over the thin ice of self-conscious 
charm fully seventy per cent of the 
time. She strives valiantly to 
smash the placid pace of the pic- 
ture; she can’t quite make it only 
because everyone else in the pic- 
ture is so stubbornly calm. 





Patsy Stops ’Em 

It’s hard to see what kind of fun 
Patricia Bowman gets any more, 
going to a ball on the Music Hall | 
stage. What happens this week in | 
‘Invitation to the Dance’ always 
happens: before she enters the ball- 
room everybody's dancing happily— 
all doing the same steps, it’s true— 
swinging about in deep pink ballet | 
| 

| 





dresses garlanded with tinsel, up- 
standing circles of gold wire dress- | 
ing their heads. Miss Bowman ap- 





pears at the head of the stairs. In- 


VARIETY 


Low-Budzeted Air 








stantly ything stops A spot 

picks 0 ier graceful descent. The 

girls dressed as white clad boys with “ 6 

blue boots and waistcoats rush over Thrillers Aimed toe 
She, in filmy white tulle and silver 

yaillettes, a green ostrich boa en- g la t W st 
totaan about her expressive arms, | oupp Nn e erns 
spurns them politely. She will dance 

but only with the prince. She does ct 

It's so good, nobody else dare move Hollywood, March 6 
| They're all spellbound watching hei To replace the fading Western as 
Poor Mi-:s Bowman, always to be} entertainment for Young America, 
belle of the ball, never to know the | producers generally are flirting 
blissful uacertainties that torment . ‘ 

other girls, never to wonder whether | With the idea of small budgeted 
she'll find a partner, never to make | Aviation pix of the thriller type 

an entrance unnoticed, never to be! Inroads in the magazine field by 
allowed to dance, say, in some little ithe air fictions—18 now being pub- 
dim corner of the stage. Always |,, p 

lights, applause, shtention. success | lished—and the fall-off of pulp 
Yet, stalwart sprite that she is, she | Western mags (six having gone out 


‘of business in the past few months) 
the in 
the 


will not yield to the monotony of it 
all, she will not droop at the neces- 
sity of facing it again for the fourth 
time in a day. Poor singled out child, 


have been main influences 


| causing producers to become 
' 


she carries on for dear old Music | 2ir-minded. 
Hall. H heart may be breaking, Radio, Universal and Paramount 
but th ; a smile on her face. are making plans to replace their 
Give the Roxyettes : “ill, Ore 1 aa . 
rive ti toxyettes a dr they're Westerns on the new season's pro- 
ready; give them two drills a pro- ; . 
gram, they ll leap doubly grateful grams with cheap air pictures, Each 
for the challenge. In ‘Wig Wag'|of the studios nave sufficient ma- 


terial in their libraries to add pro- 
arms and thighs may be seen, for| duction sock to their contemplated 
costuming is just a nuisance in a} low priced air features of the thrill- 
hand and leg drill. Scarlet velvet jer type. 

gloves and slippers, green coque During the past two years, re- 
feather ruffs, then nude leotards will| turns from Westerns have dropped 
do. For ‘Jungle Rhythms’ phosphor- | off close to 60%. Even the indie 
escent painted martial shields and| producers, who have been turning 
headdresses. The rest, since the|out the horse operas for around 
stage is dark, won't matter. $12,000, are having a tough time 
none getting their small investment re- 


their bright and shining faces, legs, 





Moscow Calls turned. { 
Moscow's a really charming place Studios feel that air pictures, 
aimed at the younger generation 


for young women, ‘Clear All Wires’ 


reveals casually, provided only they budgets, 


and produced on_ short 


know some newspaper men. And/| Should attain the popularity that 
that’s not too great a price for a|the Westerns held several years 
lively time, it continues. Benita | 460- 


Hume and Una Merkel don't think 
so. Miss Hume is actually in love 
with a newspaper man, and Miss 
Merkel is even willing to share his 
rooms. In Moscow, of course, where 
every man is good as the next and 
even newspaper men can be looked 





and to arrange their bangs in a most 
enticing line. Miss Merkel even 
thrives in what used to be consider- 
ed, before ‘Clear All Wires,’ the grim 
Moscow atmosphere. Her eyes shine 


upon as part of the Great Experi- | brighter, her piquant face blooms, 
ment, she acquires new chic in the wear- 
Young women, then, in Moscow|ing of her newly simplified clothes, 


Miss Hume makes her first picture 
appearance in Moscow, so it’s diffi- 
cult to teil wherther she too shares 
in its beneficence, but at least she’s 
enormously earnest and pretty in a 
born to blush unseen way, at ease 
in the tweedy sports clothes of her 
native land, a competent actress 
with her fragment of a part. 


for a spell need only be tolerant. If 
they're willing to associate with re- 
porters, they may bring, as Miss 
Merkel does, four trunks into the 
country without any difficulty. They 
ean find bunches of singing teachers, 
maids to keep their clothes aristo- 
eratically pressed, hairdressers to 
coax beguiling waves into their hair 
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15000 perrormances 


of “OLE MAN RIVER” 


JULES 
BLEDSOE 


IS STILL SCORING 


AND 








“BILLBOARD,” MARCH 4 


“Jules Bledsoe is another to rate big with the audi- 
ence. He’s got a rich and robust voice besides a 
dramatic delivery, and when he renders ‘Old Man 
River’ the palm-pushers are hooked for all the ap- 
plause they’ve got.” 











Now at Metropolitan, Brooklyn 


(WEEK MARCH 3) 
with “SHOW BOAT” 


Thanks to LOUIS K. SIDNEY and MARVIN SCHENCK 
Direction CHARLES V. YATES 
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Personality Conductor and Presentation Director 


Returning to America March 1, 1933 
After 5 Successful Years in Australia 
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Columbia is proud to offer the 
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with a contacted ready-made audience 
of waiting millions all set to see... 


THE WONDER PICTURE 
OF TODAY’S WONDER MAN 


more dramatic than drama -— stranger than 
fiction—more fascinating than romance—a name 
known wherever humans read, see or hear. 











THE BIGGEST HEADLINE 
NAME IN THE WORLD'S 
NEWS TODAY! 


GALA PREMIERE 
RKO Palace—N. Y. 
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aa _ EXCLUSIVE—AUTHENTIC—TREMENDOUS 


Described and Interpreted by Lowell Thomas 


fe 4 COLUMBIA Special PRODUCTION 
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Tuesday, March 7, 1938 
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_ ACADEMY EYES 
FILM AGENT 
PACT 


Hollywood, March 6, 

Going before a subsequent meet- 
ing of the board of directors of the 
Academy are three propositions, 
considered at a session last week, 
for final decision. 

One would admit the agents in a 
geparate branch, though virtually 
muzzling them under a plan similar 
to the one existing between Equity 
and the New York 10%ers. Other 
two would bring drastic changes in 
the constitution, and create a con- 
ciliation committee on _ technical 
matters. 

Agent proposal, if adopted, would 
provide for the signing of an agree- 
ment by them to abide by a code of 
practice, and would insist on a 
standard form of contract between 
the representatives and their clients. 
Under these terms, if the agent fails 
to provide a certain amount of work 
for his client the contract would be 
voided. Only agents delivering 
would be considered for member- 
ship. 

Among the proposed constitutional 
changes is one providing for the 
popular election of Academy of- 
ficers. It is planned also to change 
the 12 month period for consider- 
ing Academy Award pictures from 
August-to-August, to January-De- 
cember. 

The proposed new conciliation 
committee would handle questions 
concerning technical developments 
which might at a later date involve 
patent trouble. 


Metro Bans Agents and 
*Leggers from Studio 


Hollywood, March 6, 














Bars are up again at Metro for 
agents and others who have been 
roaming the lot. In the future, 
agents must contact Benny Thau, 
assistant to Louis EB. Mayer, and 
get permission to see executives 
and directors. None will be allowed 
to see the execs and meggers un- 
less sent for. 

Peddlers, bootleggers and sales- 
men of all sorts are included in the 
new ban order. 





BANDITS GET $300 

Pasadena, March 6. 
Bandits held up the United Ar- 
tists theatre here early yesterday 
(Monday) morning and got $300 

from the manager, Lester Clarke, 
Clarke was phoning the police 
station for an escort to take the 
money to the main office in Los An- 
geles, when the robbers walked in. 





3rd Minneapolis Bomb 
Minneapolis, March 6. 

Columbia Heights theatre, inde- 
pendent neighborhood house, was 
bombed early in the morning, mak- 
ing the third local theatre to suf- 
fer the same experience. The ex- 
Plosion did $2,000 damage. 

A. J. Withnell, proprietor, employs 
a booth operator not affiliated with 
the union. 








NO B. & K. RCVRSHIP 
HEARTENS PAR-PUBLIX 


Trouble similar to that which 
arose in Chicago where efforts were 
made to obtain a receiver over Bala- 
ban & Katz, is expected elsewhere 
but does not have P-P in an appre- 
hensive frame of mind. The B. & K. 
application was killed because ‘it 
had no basis’ and may for that rea- 
son set a precedent for any other 
portion of the country where se- 
curity holders may attempt to force 
receiverships. 

B&K application was denied in 
Chicago Thursday (2) by Judge 
Wilkerson, who denied application 
of holder of a $1,000 serial note of 
P&K Corp. Judge Wilkerson, in 
denying receivership, took under ad- 
visement a motion of B&K to re- 
strain plaintiff from filing an 
amended bill and granted to plaintiff 


time in which to filereasons why he 
should be allowed that privilege. 
Beating the B&K receiver appli- 
cation is the first of its kind, al- 
though an application for a receiver 
over Publix’s New Jersey properties 
had previously been denied. In the 
case of the New Jersey application, 
it was misfounded in view of the 
fact, as brought out by Par at the 
hearing, that company did not have 
any assets in the states it had 
turned back the Walter Reade. 
These were on a straight lease. 





Chicago, March 6. 
Attorneys for B & K informed the 
judge that Rose Philbrook’s $1,000 
bond had been purchased by the 
plaintiff for $290 and interest just 
five days before the filing of the 
suit. 





Buys ‘Public Stenographer’ 
Hollywood, March 6. 
‘Public Stenographer,’ original 
having the Los Angeles to San 
Francisco overnight bus as a locale, 
has been bought by Sig Neufeld for 
Premier Attractions. Story is by 
Gordon Morris. Douglas Doty is 
adapting, with picture starting in 
three weeks. 
Riva Love Weil agented the story. 





4 Conn. Bills Quashed 


Hartford, March 6. 


Connecticut legislature quashed 
four bills affecting the picture in- 
dustry in this state. 

The bills included one calling for 
a strict censorship of films, bulle- 
ting and lobby displays, fire doors 
of unique construction for all pic- 
ture booths, requiring the retention 
of four operators by every theatre 
in the state, and the demand that 
two stage hands be retained by 
every theatre at all times. 





Wampas Elects Landy 


Hollf¥wood, March 6. 


Wampas election had George 
Landy winning over Tom Baily by 
a vote of 41 to 22. 

Lincoln Quarberg and Sam W. B. 
Cohn were elected vice-presidents; 
Teet Carle, secretary, and Andy 
Hervey, treasurer. Board of direc- 
tors are John LeRoy Johnston, re- 
tiring prez; Joe Reddy, George 
Thomas, Wilson Heller, John Miles 
and Phil Gersdorf. 











fications: 
1. College education. 
2. Newspaper experience. 
3. Four years 
4. Two years’ 
company. 
5. Three ye 
| theatre company. 
This man sees the good and bad 
j theatre operation. 
method, giving th 


TO A MAN WHO IS LOOKING AHEAD 


If your confidence in the moving picture industry is affirmed by an invest- 
ment in theatre properties, and if your idea of protection in this invest- 
ment is competent local management you are interested in this man’s quali- 


30 years of age. 

ind ndent theatre operator in an average size city. 
theatre “operating experience in the home office of a major 
ars’ advertising experience in the home office of a major 


points of both independent and chain 
His future work will combine the best lessons of each 
e benefit of wide experience to a new situation. 
references include some of the most reputable men in the business, 

If you're building for future business here’s your man! 


Address Box 212, “Variety,”” New York 


His 














Publicity and adver 
plishment as a good-will builder. 


Gon 


work for worthwhile product. 


ment are essential. 





tising executive, more than ten years with a 
prominent motion picture company. 


Formerly a successful newspaperman and a magazine contribu- 
tor, and a knowledge of how to use this ability in sales promotion 


Now available for motion picture, radio or any other field in any 
capacity for which the ability to work and the use of good judg- 
Salary of minor importance to opportunity. 


Box 208, Variety, New York City 


With a real record of accom- 














Tieups 





Motion Picture Club's In- 
augural Ball at the Waldorf- 
Astoria Saturday night had 
tieups with Chidnoff, as official 
photographer, and Trepel, as 
official florist. 

Chidnoff established a studio 
in the Waldorf’s grand ball- 
room to snap the merrymakers. 


JOE BRANDT’S 50% BUY 
IN FILM TRADE PAPERS 


Joe Brandt, former president of 
Columbia, has purchased a 50% in- 
terest in Associated Publications, a 
group of 12 regional trade papers 
owned by Ben Schlyen. Price is 
reported to haye been $10,000, with 
Brandt laying $5,000 on the line and 
giving notes for the balance. 

Coincident with Brandt's buy, 
Robert Wile, news editor walked 
Saturday (4). He will be succeeded 
by Herb Berg, who resigned from 
‘Film Daily’ to accept the post. Wile 
has joined B. F. Ziedman in charge 
of publicity. 

Not indicated whether Brandt 
will assume active participation in 
operation of the Associated trade 
mags, but believed that he will. 
Schlyen continues ag  editor-in- 
chief. 

Years ago Brandt was im trade 
paper work as manager of the New 
York office of ‘Billboard’, jumping 
from that to various film posts 
which eventually landed him in the 
prexy’s chair at Col. 

The Associated group of papers, 
weeklies and monthlies, publishes 
‘Box Office’ in New York. 

















Bonds Serviced 


Pittsburgh, March 6. 

Sufficient funds were made avail- 
able here last week to pay the 6% 
interest, originally due Feb. 1, on 
1946 bonds of Stanley-Rowland- 
Clark corporation, local subsidiary 
of Warner Brothers. 

Trustee, Peoples-Pittsburgh Trust 
company, had announced Feb, 1 that 
@ month was required to see what 
eventually would be done. At first a 
sinking fund revision was planned 
in lieu of interest, but a change was 
decided upon at the last minute. 


Incorporations 
New York 


Albany, Mar. 6. 
Cariton Theatre Corp., Manhattan; 
theatrical; $10,000. 
Miner-Skelly Productions, Inc., Man- 
hattan; films; 200 shares no par. 
Major Theatre Operating Corp., Man- 
hattan; theatrical; 60 shares no par. 
Tid-Bit Productions, Inc., Manhattan; 
pictures; 60 shares no par value, 
Musique Radio Co., Inc., New York; 
and Gifford Cochran, 


general radio; $20,000. 
John K 
e., New York; pictures; $100. 
Vito Moto Stage, Inc., New York; the- 


atrical; 100 shares no par. 
Union Film Corp., New York; pictures; 


$10,000. 
eatres Corp., Syracuse; the- 


Watervliet, Inc., 
Waterviiet, operate theatres; $10,v00. 

Showman’s etures, Inc., New York; 
pictures; 100 shares no par. , 

Crown Motion Pictme Supplies Corp., 
New York; pictures; $10,000, 

Morton A. Milman, Inc., New York; 
radio and general amusemont agency; 
100 shares no par. 


Oklahoma City, Mar. 6. 
Rex Theatre, Inc. Capital stock, $10,- 
000. Incorporatorsa, Eldon EB. Lindsey, 
L. A. Chatham and Cleon M. Wilson, ail 
of Wewoka, 














California 
Sacramento, Mar. 6, 

George G. De Sylva Productions, Inc. 
Capital stock, 1,000 shares, none sub- 
scribed. George G. De Sylva, Marie W’. 
De Sy:iva, Loyd Wright. 

Pacific Coast Amusement Coe. Capital 
stock, 1,000 Shares, none subscribed. 
Larry Dean, Albert Jackler, Sam Piercy. 

Cine Compositrix Corp., Ltd. Capital 
stock, $10,000, none subscribed. Mrs. 
Peter Gulli, Peter Gulli, George A. 
| Althoff, Albert H. Hiller, Mrs. Julla De 
| Gatlone. 
| General Film Library of California, In- 
| corporated. Capital stock, 200 shares, 

none subscribed. Sidney H. Mayer, Abra- 
ham Rosenblum, Laurence EB. Weidbere, 
I. Sidney Mandell. 

Certificate of dissolution Bebe 
Daniels Corporation, Ltd. 

Permits to sell stock issued to: 

California Tiffany Studios, Inc. M. p 
| production. To issue three of 590 shares, 
no par. . 

British-American Films, Limited. M. 
p. production. To issue 3,600 shares pre- 
| ferred out of 6,000 shares, par $100 and 
| 5,400 shares common out of 24,000, 
| par. 

Howard Sheehan Corporation. M p. 
production. To issue 10@ out of 1,000 
shares, no par. 

Radiant Enterprises, Inc. M. p. pro- 
| duction. To issue all 10@ shares, no par. 
} 





of 





Prosperity Ticket Company. Theatre 
ticket sales. 
$20. 


Judgments 





and others; $578. 
John P. Medbury; Bicise Morton Van 





{ 


Horn; $265. 
Gramercy Pic Ine.g Madison 
Sauare Garden Corp. (Ohtfo) $8,932 
Daisy Miller; Columbia Broadcasting 


System; $88. j 


To issue all 600 shares, par , 


Tiffany Productions, Inc.; B. G. Byers | 


| 


no | 





Sudden Closing of Stock Market 
Finds Amusement Shares Trailing 


By Al Greasor 


Sudden closing of the New York 
stock market before trading began 
caught practically all traders off 
first base, and left them winging 
all around. 

Close of Friday had been re- 
markably good in the face of bank 
holidays in 30 of the 48 states and 
the overnight outlook was noi with- 
out its favorable auguries. 

Mid-week upturn apparently was 
based on short covering which ap- 
peared to have its roots in a more 
or less vague belief that some kind 
of inflation was in the wind, a view 
supported by the bshavior of bonds, 
which gave way under heavy sell- 
ing and the improvement in com- 
modity prices. At one time Friday 
wheat jumped 2 cents and there 
were similar flurries in other 
staples. 

Almost overnight speculators ap- 
peared to have been swept by a 
desire to hold goods of some sort as 
against securities. It was the low 
yield, gilt edge bonds that took the 
brunt of the flurry, while some ap- 
pearance of buying appeared in 





secondary speculative paper selling 
on a basis to give a high potential 
yield. ‘These are all understood in 
ticker circles as the signs of infla- 
tion, which turns money away from 
low yield bonds and toward equity 
shares. 

The amusements lagged behind 
the general list in its mild recovery 
Friday, suggesting as it has for 
some time past lack of interest in 
the group by speculators. Radio 
corp., subject of many bull tips in 
the last ten days, was the only issue 
to come to the trading finale with 
a plus sign, with the exception of 
Eastman Kodak which justified its 
classification as a trading favorite 
by moving up more than 3 points 
after making a strong stand just 
above 50. Probably there was a 
good deal of short covering here to 
help the clique which has the stock 
in charge. 

What will happen when the mar- 
ket re-opens is anybody's guess, but 
this much seems clear, those issues 
which depend upon public spending 
are likely to find the going hard. 


Summary for the week ending Friday, March 3: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 
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Wellington Steps Out 


After serving Publix exclusively 
for 10 years in building of house 
fronts and lobby displays, Duke 
Wellington has incorporated to doa 
general business with all companies. 

Set up as Duke Wellington, Inc., 
he already has the RKO account 
and is handling display work on 
‘42nd Street’ for Warner Bros. 

At a meeting today (Tuesday) it 
will be decided whether Wellington 
will handle fronts for the two Radio 
City houses. As Publix’s exclusive 
builder of house and lobby displays, 
Wellington did business under firm 
name of Display Craft. 





JULES RACHMAN GIVEN 
15 YRS. OVER SHOOTI.G 


Omaha, March 6. 
Jules Rachman, veteran Omaha 
theatre man who shot and fatally 
wounded Harry and Sam Goldberg, 
brothers and his cousins, on De- 
cember 2 last, pleaded guilty to sec- 
ond degree murder and was sen- 
tenced to two concurrent 15-year 
terms in the state penitentiary. 
Shooting was over the ousting of 
Rachman from Popular Amusement 
Co., in which all were interested. 














PUBLICITY 


EXPLOITATION 








2 Years with Universal Film Co. 
8 Years West Coast Theatres Under Mr. Arthur and Mr. Bowles 


4 Years Independent. 








THEATRE MANAGER AT LIBERTY 











Can Handle Any Class of House and Policy. 
Prefer to Stay in California—but 
WILL GO ANYWHERE IN THE UO. 8. 
Write Box 209, Variety, New York City 
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RB LE once ox riences axscurwve 


WITH EXCELLENT RECORD 


First ‘‘Out’’ in Ten Years 





@ MANAGER-EXPLOITEER AVAILABLE 


18 years’ experience in best locations—city management— de luxe 
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Hollywood Productions 





Week of March 6 


(Pictures now filming, or about to start, are listed below alphabetically 


by studics. 

COLUMBIA 

‘Tampico’ 

(3rd week) 
D—lIrving Cummings 
A—Josephn Herhesheimer 

Jo Swerling 


c—Ben Kline 
Cast: 
Jack Holt 
Fay Wray 
Raquel Torres 
Don Cook 


Noah Beery 
Edward Maxwell 
Chas, Browne 
‘Grass Valley’ 
(ist week) 
D—Lambert Hillyer 
A—Lambert Hillyer 
C—Al Siegler 


buck Jones 
Diane Sinclair 


Dick Alexander 
Alf James 
Ward Bond 
FOX 
‘Warrior's Husband’ 
(Lasky) 
(Gith week) 
D—Walter Lang 


A—Julian Thompson 
Ralph Spence 

C—Hal Molit 

Cast: 
Elissa Landi 
Ernest Truex 
Ferdinand Gottschalk 
Heien Ware 
Marjorie Rambeau 
Helene Madison 
Bobbie McLeod 
Janec McLeod 
David Manners 
Maude Eburne 
John Sheehan 
Lionel Belmore 
Claudia Coleman 
Tiny Sanford 
Dagmar Oakland 

‘Man Eater’ 
(lith week) 

D—Clyde Elliott 

A—James C. Spearing 

c-—Carl Beyer 

Cast: 
Marion Burns 
Harry Wood 


Kane Richmond 
‘Pilerimage’ 
(jth week) 
D—John Ford 
A—!. A. R. Wylie 


Barry Connors 
Philip Klein 
Dudley Nichols 
Henry Johnson 
C—Geo, Scheiderman 
Cast 
Henrietta Crosman 
Marion Nixon 
Norman Foster 
Heather Angel 
Louise Carter 
Adele Watson 
Chas. Grapewin 
Betty Blythe 
Frances Fich 
Jay Ward 
Robert Warwick 
Hedda Hopper 
Maurice Murphy 
Lucille LaVerne 
Inez Palange 
‘Forbidden Melody’ 
(3rd week) 
(Spanish) 
D—Frank Strayer 
A—Joln Stuart Fife 
Eve Unsell 
C—Harry Jackson 
Cast: 
Jose Mojica 
Chonehita Montenegro 
Mona Maris 
Carmen Rodriguez 
Soledad Jimirez 
‘Romantic Widow 
(3rd weck) 
(Spanish) 
D—Lewis King 
A—Gregorio M 
Eve Unsell 
C—Robert Plank 
Cast: 
Gilbert Roland 
Mona Maris 
Juan Torena 
‘Adorable’ 
(3rd week) 
D—W im. Dieterle 
A—Paul Frank 
Billie Wilder 
Geo. Marion, 
Jane Storm 
C— John Seitz 
Cast: 


Janet 


Sieria 


Jr 


Gaynor 

Henry Garat 

Cc. Aubrey Smith 

Herbert Mundin 

Edward McWade 

James Marcus 
METRO 

‘Made on Broadway’ 


(3rd week) 


D—Harry Beaumont 
A—Courtney Terrett 
Cast: 
Robert Montgomery 
Madge Evans 


Mae Clarke 

Kugene Pallette 

Cc. Henry Gordon 

John Milj: u 

Ivan Lebedefft 

Jean VParkor 

‘Reunion in Vienna’ 

(5th week) 

D—Sidney Franklin 
A—Robt. E. Sherwood 


Ernest Vajda 
Claudine West 
C—George Folsey 
Cast: 
John Parrymore 
Diana Wynyard 
Frank Morgan 
lHienry Travers 
Charlies Giblyn 
May Robson 
Una Merkel 
Bodil Rosing 
‘Maun on the Nile’ 
(6(h week) 
ID Sam Wood 
C—Len Smith 
Cast: 
Ranion Novarro 
Myrna Loy 
Reg 'd Denny 
C, Aubrey Smith 
Kdward Arnold 
louise Closser Hale 
Marcelle Corday 
Blanche Frederici 
‘Pez of My Heart’ 
(4tih week) 
D—Robert Z. Leonard 
A—J. Har ‘y Manners 
i i 4 Y ’ 
Cast 
Ma ivies 
qr t sf 
J ‘tao Donald 
e7 \ Smith 
Alan Miuwbray 


Symbols are 


Juliette Compton 
Irene Browne 
‘Service’ 
(Ath week) 
D—Clarence Browa 
A—C, lL. Anthony 
C—Oliver P, Marsh 
Cast: 
Lionel Barrymore 
Lewis Stone 
Phillips Holmes 
Penita Hume 
Douglas Walton 
Elizabeth Alten 
Doris Lloyd 
Colin Clive 
Viva Tattersall 
Halloway Hobbs 
Lawrence Grant 
C. Aubrey Smith 
MONOGRAM 
‘Black Beauty’ 
(3rd week) 
D—Wm. Cowen 
A—Anna Sewell 
Charlie Logue 
C—Roy Hunt 
Cast: 
Esther Ralston 
Alexander Kirkland 
Hale Hamilton 
Gavin Gordon 
Don Alvarado 
Geo. Walsh 
Theodore Lorch 
‘Return of Casey Jones 
(ist week) 
o—J. P. McCarthy 
A—John P. Johns 
Harry O. Jones 
John Morgan 


PARAMOUNT 
‘Dead on Arrival’ 


(ist week) 
D—Alexander Hall 
Geo. Somnes 
A—Jules Furthman 
Cast: 
Ricardo Cortez 
Gloria Stuart 
Shirley Grey 
David Manners 
Johnny Hines 
Wm. Harrigan 
‘A Bedtime Story’ 
(ith week) 
D—Norman Taurog 
A—Watidemar Young 
Nunnally Johnson 
C—Charles Lang 
Cast: 
Maurice Chevalier 
Helen Twelvetrees 
Charlie Ruggles 
Ed. Everett Horton 
Gertrude Michael 
Ernest Wood 
Adrienne Ames 
Minor Watson 
Lean Ray 
Baby LeRay 
‘Songs of Sonze’ 
(Sth week) 
D—-Rouben Mamoulian 
A—Herman Sudermann 
Cc—Victor Milner 
Cast: 
Marlene Dietrich 
Brian Aherne 
Helen Freeman 
Hardie Albright 
Allison Skipworth 
‘Il Love That Man’ 


(3rd week) 


D—Harry Joe Browa 
A—Gene Towne 
Graham Baker 


C—Milton Krasner 
Cast 

Kdmund Lowe 

Nancy Carroll 

Lew Cody 

Robert Armstrong 

Dorothy Burgess 

Susan Fleming 

Walter Walker 
‘The Eazle and the Hawk’ 

(3rd week) 

D—Stephen Roberts 
A—John Monk Saunders 

Lsogart Rogers 

Seton I. Miller 
C—Harry Fischbeck 
Cast: 

Fredric March 

Gary Cooper 

Jack Oakie 

Sir Guy Standing 

‘International House’ 

(3rd week) 

D—Rdward Sutherland 
A—Lou Heifetz 

Neil Brant 

Francis Martin 

Walter DeLeon 
c—Arthur Martinalll 
Cast: 


Peggy Hopkins Joyce 
Stuart Erwin 
Sari Maritza 


Turns & Allen 

Col. Stoopnagle & Budd 
Lumsden Hare 
Edmund Breese 

Bela Lugosi 

Harrison Green 
Franklin Pangborn 
James Wang 

Kdwin Staniey 


Ervest Wood 
Clem Beauchamp 
Henry Sedley 


Etta Lee 
Norman Ainsiee 
‘Legal Crime’ 
(Qad week) 
D—Ralph Murph) 
A—Willard Mack 
Gene Towne 
Graham Baker 
C—Henry sharp 
Cast: 
Chas. Bickford 
Richard Arlen 
Jean Hersholt 
Louise Dresser 
Allen Jenkins 
Andy Devine 
‘Terror Aboard’ 
(oth week) 
Sloan 
rt Pre-nell 
Harvey Tnaew 
Manuel Seff 
C—Harry Fischbeck 


D—Paul 
A—fa! 


Ruggles 


Ifamilton 


Charlie 


Neil 


John fiallidas 
Verree Teasdale 
Shirley Grey 
William Janney 
Jack LaRue 
Morcan Wallace 
Paul Hurst 
Thomas C, Jacksog 
Charles Hancock 
Bobby Dunn 
Stanley Fields 
Y | Porcasi 
I Bennett 
Frank Hagney 
larence Wilson 
the st y of Teraple 
Prune 
(Sth week) 
YY n 
a— ke + I 


D—Director, A—Author, C—Cameraman.) 


Maurine Watkins 
Oliver H. P. Garrett 
C—Ernest Laszlo 
Cast: 
Miriam Hopkins 
Jack LaRue 
Wm. Gargan 
Wm. Collier, 
Irving Pichel 
Sir Guy Standing 
Elizabeth Patterson 
Ilorence Eldridge 
Kent Taylor 
James Bagles 
Harlan EF. Knight 
James Mason 
Jobyna Howland 
Henry Hall 
Clarence Sherwood 
Oscar Apfel 
Sam Beauchamp 
Arthur Belasco 
Grady Sutton 
Geo. Pearce 
‘Supernatural’ 
(3rd week) 
D—Victor Halperin 
A—Garnet Weston 
Harvey Thew 
C—Ernest Haller 
Cast: 
Carole Lombard 
Allan Dinehart 
Randolph Scott 
Wm. Farnum 
H. B. Waryer 
Beryl Mercer 
Lyman Williams 
RADIO 
‘Silver Cord’ 
(Ist week) 
D—John Cromwell 
A-—Sidney Howard 
Jane Murfin 
C—Chas. Rosher 
Cast: 
Irene Dunne 
Joel McCrea 
.- Laura Hope Crews 
Frances Dee 
Eric Linden 
Untitled 
(3rd week) 
D—Wnm. Seiter 
A—Joe Mankiewitz 
Glen Tryon 
C—Eddie Cronjager 
Cast: 
Wheeler & Woolsey 
Marjorie White 
Hugh Herbert 
Phyuis Barry 
Louis Calhern 
‘Cross Fire’ 
(2nd week) 
D—Otto Brower 
A—Harold Shumate 
Tom McNamara 
C—Nick Musuraca 
Cast: 
Tom Keene 
Betty Furness 
Edward Kennedy 
Stanley Blystone 
Edward Phillips 
‘Power Man’ 
(ist weck) 
D—Ralph Ince 
A—Jerome Sackheim 
Harold Shumate 
Harry Ruskin 


Jn 


Cast: 
Bill Royd { 
‘Maiden Cruise’ 
(ist week) 
D—Mark Sandrich 
A—Ben Holmes 


Mark Sandrich 
Allen Rivkin 


P. J. Wolfson 
Cast: 

Chas. Ruggles 

Ben Lyon 

Wera Engles 


Chick Chandler 
Jane Brewster 


WARNER 
‘Narrow Corner’ 


(4th week) 
D—Alfred bk. Green 
A—Somerset Maugham 

Robt. Presnell 
Cast: 

Douglas Fairbanks, Je 

Patricia Ellis 

Ralph Bellamy 

Dudley Digges 

Reginald Owen 

Wm. V. Mong 

Arthur Hohl 

Henry Kolker 

Willie Fung 

‘The Mayor of Hell’ 

(Sth weck) 
D—Archie Mayo 


A—Islin Auster 

Ed. © hodorov 
C—Barney McGill 
Cast: 


James Cagney 
Madge Evans 
Allen Jenkins 
Arthur Byron 
Dudley Digges 
Frankie Darro 
Farina .- 

Robert Barrat 
Geo. Pat Collings 
Mickey Bennett 
Sidney Miller 
Charles Cane 
Dorothy Peterson 
Raymond LDorzage 


Geo. Offerman, Jr. 
‘Gold Diggers of 1933’ 
(ith week) 
D—Mervyn LeRoy 
A—Avery Hopwood 
David Boehm 
James eyinour | 
Cast | 
Warren Williams 
JOA Bloudell 
Ruby Kecler j 
Dick Po ! | 
Alin M Mahon 
Guy Kibt 
Ginger Rogers 
Tammat Young 
Ned Spark | 
‘Voltaire’ | 
(ist week) | 
D—John Adolfi | 
A—George Biggs 
Lawrence Dudley 
Casi | 
George Arliss } 
Doris Kenyon | 
Alan Mowbra 
Margaret Lindsay 
Theodore Nev | 
David Tort 
‘Breadline’ 
(Ist week) 
D—Wm. A. Wel n 
A—Wilson Mizner | 
Rober Lord | 
Cast 
Richard B l ' 
Li € i I 
R rt B 


to ' 
‘Feliow Prisoners’ 

(ist week) | 
D—Roy Del Rutt 
\ i be 


i lie Hl rd 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr 


Arizona Houses Fight 
10% Admish Tax and 
Added Levy on Sales 


Los Angeles, March 6. 

Attempt of the Arizona state leg- 
islature to rush through a 10% tax 
on amusements, covering all admis- 
sion prices, and probability that a 
2% general sales tax will also be 
imposed, is meeting with concerted 
opposition from theatre operators, 
as well as many private citizens of 


the state, who feel they are already 
sufficiently burdened. 

Today (6) Senate passed an ad- 
mission tax bill placing a % cent 
tax on each 10c, Measure now goes 
to the House, 

W. H. (Bud) Lollier, Fox West 
Coast tax expert, left here last night 
(5) for Phoenix, the Arizona capital, 
and will participate actively in the 
fight during the next two days of 
the legislature. 

A California state amusement tax, 
plus other legislation considered 
harmful to the industry, is not an 
improbability during the current 
session of the legislature of this 
state. 

There are fully a dozen measures 
in- the legislative hopper at Sacra- 
mento, every one of which has a 
more or less direct bearing against 
profitable theatre operation, with 
studios and exchanges also affected. 


A Brooklyn Repeat Also 
For Mae West After N. Y. 


Instead of going out: to Chicago 
to play a personal for B. & K, at 
the Chicago, Mae West will go back 
to the Paramount, Brooklyn, Friday 





(10), with her picture, ‘She Done 
Him Wrong,’ for a second week 
there. The combination played 


Brooklyn week of Feb. 24, doing 
$44,200, and was then brought back 
to the New York Par for a third 
week, currently. 

As a result of the Brooklyn re- 
peat date, the Chicago, Chicago, per- 
sonal appearance will be set back to 
March 17, On its conclusion, Miss 
West goes to Hollywood to prepare 
for her next Par picture, which 
studio wants to put into work 
April 1. 





Florence Strauss U.A. 
Scenario Head in N. Y. 


Resigning as eastern’ scenaric. 
editor for Fox, a post she has held 
for over a year, Florence Strauss 
joined United Artists Thursday (2) 
to fill a similar capacity there. 

Since last summer, when Leda 
Bowers quit UA as scenario editor, 
Lola Woursell has been doubling 
between that and other duties. 
While Arthur Hornblow, Jr., is in 
New York, Miss Woursell has been 
working for him as secretary. 


— 


PAYSON TO RKO? 


RKO Radio is negotiating for 
‘Candles in the Sky’, an original 
by William Farquer Payson, novel- 
ist. At the same time Payson may 
go under contract as a writer at 
the coast studio. 

Payson is the author of more than 
20 published novels, although ‘Can- 
dles’ is an original. Joe Rivkin is 
representing the novelist in nego- 
tiations with Radio. 








Schwartz on Shorts’ Drive 
Los Angeles, March 6. 





| Lord, Madalynn Field, William Bur- 


Jack Tennick, ‘Pilgrimage,’ 


E. Schwartz, executive head of 
Master Arts Distributing Co., is 
here from New York, personally 


supervising a sales drive of the 
company’s new lineup of short sub- 





jects, which include organlogs, | 
‘Melody Makers’ and puzzlegraphs. | 
Dave Biederman has been ap- 


pointed division sales manager for 
the concern. 


Coast Assignments 


H. W. Hannemann and Sarah Y. | 
Mason, adapation ‘Wise Guy,’ Radio. 

Esther Muir, Gwen Lee, Marion 
i James T. ‘Warrior's 
[lusband,’ Fox. 

Jame Donlan, Shirley Palmer, 
Claude King, ‘Pilgrimage,’ Fox. 

Kay Frances, Ann Harding, Alice 
Brady, ‘When Ladies Meet,’ Metro 

\lerna Kennedy, Lee Kohlmar, ‘I 
Love That Man,’ Rogers-Par. 

Lucille La Verne, Frank 


Mack, 


Moran 
Fox. 

Barbara Leonard, ‘Adorable,’ Fox. 

John Miljan, Greta Me: Her- 
man Bing, ‘The Chaser,’ Metro. 


Roadshow Film Interest Lags 





+ 





Short Story 





Hollywood, March 6. 
Add moratoriums: 
Marriage of Lew Brock, set 
to take place Saturday (4), 
was called off. 


BONDHOLDERS OPPOSING 
PLEDGED FILM SUIT 


Application for an order to show 
cause why Adolph Zukor and 
Charles D. Hilles, as receivers in 
equity for Paramount-Publix should 
not be restrained from having au- 
thority as receiver.over Film. Pro- 
duction Co., subsidiary of P-P, has 
been threatened, but with nothing 
concrete up to yesterday (Monday) 
occurring in this direction, 

On Friday (3) a motion was ar- 
gued before Judge Valente on ap- 
plication for a temporary receiver 
for Film Productions, the subsidiary 
which holds 23 feature films as se- 
curity for a $13,000,000 loan floated 
by Paramount last April. After 
argument on motion,. Justice Val- 
ente reserved decision. 

Application for a temporary re- 
ceiver was resisted by Film Pro- 
ductions itself and by bondholders, 
some of whom in the past few 
months have kicked up trouble by 
trying to set aside Film Produc- 
tions deal with P-P on bank loan, 
alleged that it violated bond inden- 














ture, 


Public Responds at Pop Scales and Prefers 
| to Wait for the Attractions 





Major producer-distributors, after 
a recent flurry with roadshow at- 
tractions, are now off them alto- 
gether. A few companies which 
had been considering roadshowing 
of product in belief that field might 
be coming back, are convinced the 
market will not stand $1.65 or even 
$1.10 attractions. 


During the past fall, considering 
Metro's roadshowing ‘Grand Hotel’ 
for over $1,000,000 gross, it was be- 
ginning to appear roadshowing pol- 
icy was in for a new lease of life. 

Goldwyn tried it with ‘Kid From 
Spain’ on both coasts, Paramount's 
attempts with ‘Sign of Cross’ and 
‘Farewell to Arms’ and Metro's 
‘Strange Interlude’ got nowhere in 
particular. 

It has been found that although 
pictures failed to do business at the 
higher scale on a two-a-day basis, 
on regular release at normal admis- 
sions they have surprised. This is 
particularly true of ‘Kid’ and ‘Sign 
of Cross.’ The minute both pictures 
went on national release, they did 
abnormal business. 

Paramount was so afraid of 
‘Sign of Cross’ after it had flivved 
at $1.65 that it was denied first run 
at the Paramount, N. Y., company 
soing gleeful at Radio City’s will- 
ingness to buy it for the Music 
Hall, It immeditaely proved a big 
draw there and also the following 
week at Paramount, Brooklyn. 

Only current exception to road- 
show hopelessness seems to be 
‘Cavalcade.’ 














Picture Possibilities 








‘A SATURDAY NIGHT’ (Comedy 


the stage, 


Voodooism in the swamplands, 
for pictures, 


‘OUR WIFE’ (Comedy, Brotherton 


‘A Saturday Night’—Favorable 


drama, W. A. Brady, Playhouse). 


A play by Owen Davis which should be better from the screen than 


Ibee. 


‘Louisiana’—Unfavorable 
‘LOUISIANA’ (Colored cast drama, George L. Miller, 48th Street). 
Done well enough, but questionable 


* Ibee. 


‘Our Wife’—Unfavorable 


and Halle, Booth). Rather routine 


in story and unless it makes a successful stay, unlikely for pictures, 


Thee. 














THEATRE AND 





| 

| exploitation man. Available at once. 

| hustler, and in need of a position. 

| 

| Box 202, ‘Variety,’ Hollywood, California 
| 


MANAGER 


Good executive, 30 years’ experience. 


show business thoroughly. Good press-publicity-advertising and | 


3 
ROADSHOW 


100% dependable. Knows 


Strictly temperate, *| 
Will go anywhere. 





Just a Press 





Agent, But- 








I’ve had a varied enough 
flock of higher-soundin 


the dignity! 


Fifteen years in active 1 


ready to romp! 


g titles. 
though, mister, and I want an opportunity — so durn 


theatre advertising, exploitation and publicity—two | 
years in personal management of name attractions— 
experienced in hooking and production—still young and 


Write Box 204, Variety, New York City 


experience to have grabbed a 
You want results 


iewspaper work—three years 








FILM EXECUTI 


VE 














¥ erty connected with major tors on FP Coast as -branch 
iger, confined to territories Seatt Portiand, Salt Lake, Denver and 
Liifornia 
I am desirous of obtaining worthwhile independent picture or pictures for 
release as roadshow « sale to exhibitors. Will consider cross country sales 
and promotional trip if r essary by auto Can furnish excellent references, 
Write Box 201, Voericty, New York 
. “ 
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PICTURES with Giant 


Showmanship! 
The eyes of the Nation are on M-G-M’s Messenger 
of Good-Will, the Globe-Trotter Travelling Studio! 
Cheered by thousands, headlined in the = — 
honored at Washington—Direct E> FOU Re 
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CALE 


NDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 








Studios: Pathe Studios, 


Culver City, Cal. Allied 


@owboy Counsellor, The. Hoot Gibson poses as a lawyer. 
ford. 65 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Feb. 7. i 


Bteventh Commandment, The. From the play y! 


Offices: 729 Seventh Ave., 
New York, N. Y. 


Dir. George Mel- 


Brandon Fleming. Marian 


ag Theo. Von Eltz, Alan Hale. Dir. Geo. Belford. 64 mins. Rel. 
eb. 20. 
Satruder, The. Monte Blue, Lila Lee. Dir. Albert Ray. 62 mins. Rel. Jan. 25. 


Reginald Denny, Lila 


fron Master, The. Success and romance in a steel mill. 
J Dir, Chester M. Franklin. 66 


Lee, J, Farrell MacDonald, Virginia Sale. 
min. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Feb. 7. 


Officer 13. Motorcycle officer exposes racketeers. Monte Blue, Lila Lee, Seena 
Owen. Mickey McGuire, Jackie Searle. Dir. George Melford. 63 mins. 
Rel. Dec, 15. Rev. Jan. 31. 

Parisian Romance, A. Famous stage play. Lew Cody, Marian Shilling, Gil- 
bert Roland. Dir, Chester M. Franklin. 76 mins. Rel. Oct. 1.’ Rev. 


Offices: 1540 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y. 


Chesterfield 


Forgotten. Original. Story of a forgotten man. June Clyde. Wm. Collier, 
Jr., Natalie Moorhead. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. 65 mins. Rel. Feb. 15. 

King Murder, The. From the novel. Conway Tearle, Natalie Moorehead, Robt. 
Frazer, Dorothy Revier. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Sept. 


25. Rev. Nov. 1 

Stightly Married. Comedy drama. Evalyn Knapp, Walter Byron, Marie Pre- 
vost. Dir. Richard Thorpe. Time, 65 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Jan. 3. 

Strange People. Mystery melodrama. John Darrow, Gloria Shea, Hale 
Hamilton. Dir. Rich, Thorpe. 65 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. 

Women Won’t Tell. Romantic drama. Sarah Padden, Otis Harlan. Dir. 
Rich, Thorpe. Time, 67 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. 

Studio: Gower at Sunset : Offices: 729 Seventh Ave. 

Hollywood, Cal. Columbia New York, N, ¥. 


Thrilling story of the adventure and romance of a 1933 girl who 
fearlessly flies across the continent in passenger ships. Evalyn Knapp, 
James Murray. Dir. Al Rogell. Rel. Jan. 16, Rev. Jan, 24, 

Bitter Tea of General Yen. Romance and adventures of an Americar girl 
caught in the maelstrom of Shanghai. Barbara Stanwyck, Nils Asther, 
Walter Connolly. Dir. Frank Capra. Rel. Jan. 6. Rev, Jan. 17. 

Child of Manhattan. Stage play by Preston Sturges. Romance of the dime- 
a-dance. Nancy Carroll, John Boles. Dir. Eddie Buzzell. 73 mins. 
Rel. Feb. 4. Rev. Feb. 14. 


Air Hostess. 


Deception. Story of the wrestling game and its frameups. Leo Carrillo, 
Fae ag “a Dickie Moore. Dir. Lew. Seiler. 67 mins. Rel. Nov. 4. 
ev. Jan. 17. 


A U. S. cavalry officer, who is court martialed, and 


Gnd of the Trail, The. 
Tim McCoy, Luana Walters. Dir. D. Ross Lederman. 


redeems himself. 


58 mins. Rel. Dec. 9. 

fast Man, The. Drama of outlawry on the high seas. Chas. Bickford, Con- 
stance Cummings. Dir. Howard Higgins. Time, 65 mins. Rel. Aug. 31. 
Rev. Sept. 20. 

Man Against Woman. Man’s strength against woman’s wiles. Jack Holt, 
Lillian Miles. Dir. Irving Cummings. Time, 68 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. 
Rev. Dec. 20, . 

Men of Action. Original outdoor drama. Tim McCoy. Dir. Geo. Melford. 
57 mins. Rel. Jan. 20 

Mark It Paid. Original story of motorboat racing. Wm. Collier, Jr., Joan 
March. Dir. D. Ross Lederman. 69 mins. Rel. Nov. 12, Rev. Jan. 24. 

Mo More Orchids. A millionairess who is regenerated by the new American 
spirit, Carole Lombard, Lyle Talbot, Walter Connedy, Louise Closser 


ale. Dir. Walter Lang. 70 mins, Rel. Nov. 25. Rev. Jan, 3 

Obey the Law. Original of an easy mark who turned firebrand. Leo Carillo, 
Lois Wilson. Dir, Benj. Stoloff. 69 mins. Rel. Jan. 20. 

Silent Men. Tim McCoy western original. Florence Britton. Dir, D, Ross 
Lederman, Rel. Mar. 3. 

Bo This Is Africa. Original. Wheeler and Wolsey go to Africa with some 
tame lions. Racquel Torres. Dir. Eddie Kline. 67 mins. Rel. Feb. 24. 

State Trooper, Original. Story of a war between two gas companies. Regis 
Toomey, Evalyn Knapp, Barbara Weeks, Ray Hatton. Dir. D. Ross 
Lederman, 68 mins. Rel. Feb, 10. 


That's My Boy. Football story off the usual lines. 
Jordan, e Marsh. Dir. R. W. Niel. Time, 71 mins. 


Nov. 
. lo field. Jack Holt, Evalyn 
—_ a eae eee en Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Oct. 4 
Treason. Original. Kansas after the civil war. Buck Jones, Shirley Grey. 
Dir. Geo. B. Seitz. 62 mins, Rel, Feb, 10. Z 
Vanity, Sea chaniiee” Findow, fo fet inte eke ne Magy Time, “61 
mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 11. 
Virtue. A street walker who goes straight. Carole Lombard, Pat O’Brien. 
Dir. Edw. Buzzell. Time, 68 mins. el, Oct. 25. Rev. Nov. 1. a 
-Go- « re. L Tracy, Constance Cum- 
wa asd Moir sen Suen Tine 35 ho Rel. Oct. i Rev. Oct. 25. 
Western Code, The. Tim McCoy western. Dir. J. P. McCarthy. 58 mins. 
Rel. Sept. 16. Rev. Feb. 21. 
Buck Jones as an Indian qeer express rider. 


Rich, Cromwell, Dorothy 
Rel. Oct. 6 Rev. 


Knapp. 


Jones, Barbara 


White Eagle. 
Weeks. Dir. Lambert Hillyear. me, 65 mins. Rel. Oct. 7. Rev. 
Sept. 27. 
$ 4 ° : 321 W. 44th St. 
Studios: Sortenk. First National Offices heey Vonks “ 


Biondlie Johnson. The female Public Enemy No. 1. Joan Blondell, Chester 
Morris. Dir. Ray Enright. 67 mins, Rel. Feb. 26. 

Cabin in the Cotton. A social study of the poor whites. Rich. Barthelmess, 
Dorothy Jordan, Bette Davis. Dir. Michael Curtiz. Time, 79 mins. Rel. 
Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 4. 

Central Airport. A triangle in the aviation game. Richard Barthelmess and 
Sally Eilers. Dir. William A, Wellman. Rel. April 15. 

Gentral Park. Western cowboy hunts bandits in a New York park. Joan 
Blondel, Wallace Ford, Guy Kibbee, Dir. John Adolfi. Time, 58 mins. 
Rel. Dec, 10, =~ s 

Grash, The. How one couple reacted to the panic. Ruth Chatterton, Geo. 

Brent. Dir. Wm. Dieterle. Time, 59 mins. Rel. Oct. 8 Rev. Sept. 13. 

Employee’s Entrance. Original ‘Love in a_ Dept. Store.’ Warren William, 

Loretta Young, Alice White. Dir. Roy Del Ruth. 74 mins. Rel. Feb. 11. 


Rev. Jan. 24. 
Jenny. ‘Madame X’ in San Francisco locale. Ruth Chatterton, Donald 
ty = "yan Murray. Dir. Wm. A. Wellman. 73 mins. Rel, Jan. 14. Rev. 
Jan. 10. 


@rand Siam. A burlesque on the popular bridge fad. Paul Lukas, Loretta 
Young, Frank McHugh, Glenda Farrell. Dir. William Dieterle. 67 mins. 
Rel. March 18. . j 
ide Begins. Tactfully handled maternity story from a stage play. oretta 
Yours, Eric Linden. Dir. Jas. Flood and Elliott Nugent. Time, 72 


mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Aug. 30. 
Warren William, 


Match King. Fictitious romance of the Swedish financier. 
Lili Bamita. Dir. Howard Bretherton-Wm. Keighley. 79 mins. Rel. 
Dec, 31. Rev. Dec. 13. 


Mind-reading as a new racket. Warren William and 
Constance Cummings. Dir. Roy Del Ruth. Rel. April 1. 
i om days in Col. Edw. G. Robinson. 
etieal i of nano. poor Dee 24, Rev. Dec. 27. 
Trey Call It Sin. Kansas girl breaks into N. Y. show life. 
Geo. Brent, David Manners. Dir. Thornton Freeland. 
Rel. Nov. 6. Rev. Oct. 25 


Three on a Match. Three schoolgirls have adventures. 
ren William, Ann Dvorak, Bette Davis. Dir. Mervyn 


Mind Reader, The. 
Dir. Alfred E. 


Loretta Young, 
Time, 70 mins. 


Joan Blondell, War- 
Le Roy. Time, 63 


mins. Rel. Oct. 29. Rev. Nov. 1 - rr 
Tie Shark. Life and tragedy with the tuna fishers. w. q obinson, 
site soban, Rich. Arlen. Dir. Howard Hawks, 79 mins. Rel. Sept. 24. 


Rev. Sept. 27. 


Twenty Thousand Years in Sing Sing. ition 
Epenoet Tracy, Bette Davis. Dir. Michael Curtiz. 


Visualization of Warden Lawes’ book. 
78 mins. Rel. Jan. 31. 


Rev, Jan. 17. 
y y l Ginger 
Said a Mouthful. Joe Brown swims to Catalina. Joe E. Brown, Ging: 
~ pl Dir. Lloyd Bacon. Time, 70 mins, Rel. Nov. 26. Rev. Nov. 22. 


Offices: 850 Tenth on, 


Studio: Fox Hills, New York, 


Hollywood, Cal. Fox 
Adorable. riginal. With music. Janet Gaynor, Henry Garat. 
Dieterle. Rel. April 28. 


After the Ball. British made. 
Basil Rathbone. Dir. Milton Rosmer, 


Dir. Wm. 


Love a a diplomatic ball. Esther Ralston, 
68 mins, Rei, Mar. 17. 


— 





These tabulations are compiled 
from information supplied by the 
various production companies and 
checked up as soon as possible after 
release. Listing is given when re- 
lease dates are definitely set. Titles 
are retained for six months. Man- 
agers who receive service subse- 
quent to that period should pre- 
serve a copy of the calendar for 
reference. 

The running time .s given here 
is presumably that of the projection 
room showings and can only approx- 
imate the actual release length in 
those states or communities where 
local or state censorship may result 
in deletions. Running time in the 
‘reviews as given in ‘Variety’ carry 
the actual time clocked in the the- 
atre after passage oy the New York 
state censorship, since pictures are 
reviewed only on actual theatre 
showings. 

While every effort is made to hold 
this list accurate, the information 
supplied may not always be correct, 
even thougr official. To obtain the 
fullest degree of exactness ‘Variety’ 
will appreciate the co-operation of 
all managers who may note discrep- 
ancies. 





Hollywood 


(Continued from page & 


Mrs. Lon Young left following a 
minor operation last week. Merian 
Cooper is at home with flu. Jocelyn 
Lee also at home with eye infection. 
Condition of Allan Roscoe and Al- 
bert Roccardi at the Cedars, un- 
changed. 





—_—_—__-" 
Fanchon & Marco nave given up 


their branch booking office in the 
Fox-West Coast building. 





Mike Newman is out as branch 
manager for Educational. He ex- 
pects to go into film production, 





Hours for Writers 
Louis B. Mayer, now spending 
eight hours on the lot, has ordered 
all writers to spend the same 
amount of time at their typewriters. 
A time system for the scribes will 
be installed. 





Radio’s ‘News Reel’ 

Radio will make ‘News Reel,’ 
based on the exploits of two hard- 
. boiled news cameraman. Harold 
Shumate does the story, with Otto 
Brower directing. 





Reicher Busy 
Frank Reicher hops between three 
productions currently. He’s in ‘Bed- 
time Story’ at Paramount and ¥el- 
low Prisoners’ at Warners.’ Reicher 
starts in ‘Jamboree’ at Radio 
shortly. 





Three weeks remaining on Gordon 
Westcott’s Paramount contract has 
been canceled. Actor, on loan to 
Warners, will make ‘Voltaire’ on a 
free lance basis, after which he will 
get a WB termer. 





Forty gold star mothers worked 
in ‘Fox’s ‘Pilgrimage’ last week. 





Irving Pichel is off the Paramount 
payroll after two years. Actor- 
director is negotiating with Dave 
Selznick at Metro. 





Legit in ‘Prisoners’ 

Phillip Faversham, in the legit 
‘Anothet Language’ at the Belasco, 
was taken by Warners for a part in 
‘Fellow Prisoners.’ 





Two stories are being prepared at 
Metro for Edgar Selwyn to direct. 
They are ‘Woman and the Tiger,’ 
formerly ‘Baby in the Ice Box,’ by 
James Cain, and ‘You Made a Bar- 
gain.’ 





William Dfieterle, on loan from 
Warners, will be kept by Fox to 
direct ‘The Dressmaker’ after he 
completes Janet Gaynor’s “Ador- 
able” Ray Enright, another War- 
ner director, is on loan to J. L 
Schnitzer for ‘The Black Ace.’ 





Radio has given Robert Arm- 
strong a two-picture contract, first 
to be ‘Jamboree.’ 





Charles Butterworth arrives from | 
New York Wdnesday (8) to go into} 
Metro’s ‘The Chaser.’ 





Radio Assigns Writers 

Radio writing assignments have 
Ralph Block on ‘Annie and Gerald’; 
Al Block on ‘Love in an Attic’; H. 
W. Haneman and Sarah Y. Mason 
on an original, ‘Wise Guy,’ for Rich- 
|ard Dix; Lewis Stevens on ‘Flying 
| Circus,’ which Russell Birdwell di- 


| 
; rects. 








| Charlotte Wood, fashion contact 

|in Metro’s publicity department, 
| has gone to the writing department 
Magdalena Maskel replaces her. 


+ 


Modern drama. 


Broadway Sad. Story by Wm. R. Lipman and W. W. Pezet. 
Dir. 


Joan Blondell, Ginger Rogers, Ricardo Cortez, Margaret Sedden. 
Sidney Lanfield. Rel. Feb. 24. 


Her Savage. Tiffany Thayer's story of a half breed girl. 
Monroe wsley, Gilbert Roland. Dir. John Francis Dillon. 
mins. Rel. Nov. 27. Rev. Nov. 29. 


Noel Coward's pageant of British society. Diana Wynyard, Clive 
Dir. Frank Lioyd. Roadshow 
Rev. Jan. 10. 


Clara Bow, 


Call 
Time, 82 


Cavalcade. 
Brook, Herbert Mundin, Ursula Jeans 
length 110 mins. No release date set. 


Chandu the Magician. Dramatized radio broadcast. Edmund Lowe, Bela 
Lugosi, Irene Ware. Dir. Marcel Varnel. Time, 72 mins. Rel. Sept. 18. 
Rev. Oct. 4, 

Dangerously Yours. Society thief and girl detective. Warner Baxter, Miriam 
Jordan, Herbert Mundin. Dir. Frank Tuttle. 74 mins. Rel. Feb, 3. 
Rev. Feb. 22. 

Face in the Sky. Romantic adventures of a billboard sign painter. Spencer 
Tracy, Marian Nixon, Stuart Erwin. Dir. Harry Lachman. Rel. Jan. 15. 


Rev. Feb. 21. 


First Year, The. Domestic drama from a stage play. Janet Gaynor, Chas. 
vervet, Dir. William K. Howard. Time, .. mins. Rel. July 31. Rev. 
ug. 23. 
Handle with Care. Comedy. Jas. Dunn, Boots Mallory, Ei Brendel. Dir. 
David Butler. Rel, Dec. 25. Rev. Dec. 27. ° 


Murder and mystery in a nite club. Sally Hilers, Ben Lyon, 
Dir. Sidney Landfield. Time, 63 mins. Rel. Sept. 25. 


Hat Check Girl. 
Ginger Rogers. 
Rev. Oct. 11. 


Hot Pepper. Flagg and Quirt—with Lupe. Edmund Lowe, Vie. McLaglen, 
Lupe Velez. Dir, John Blystone. 74 mins. Rel. Jan, 15. Rev. Jan. 24. 

Humanity. Original. Physician who seeks to save his son from a woman's 
influence. Boots Mallory, Alex. Kirkland, Irene Ware. Dir. John Fran- 
cis Dillon. Rel. Mar. 3. 

Infernal Machine. From the novel by Carl Sloboda. Drama. Genevieve To- 
bin, Chester Morris. Dir. Marcel Varnel. 65 mins. Rel. Feb. 10, 


Me and My Gal. Comedy arama. Joan Bennett, Spencer Tracy. Dir. Raoul 
Walsh, Time, 78 mins. Rel. Dec. 4. 

Pleasure Cruise. Play by Austen Allen. Jealous husband trails his seagoing 
wife. Dir. Frank Tuttle. Rel. Mar. 24. 

Racke Rax. Football satire. Victor McLagien, Greta Nissen. Dir. Al 
Werker, Time, 65 mins. Rel. Oct. 23. a Nov. 8. — 

Robbers’ Roost. Rustler discovers that love interferes with cattle stealing. 


George O’Brien. Dir. Louis King. 63 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. 


Sallor’s Luck. Original. Romance of a U. S. Navy gob. Jas. Dunn, Sally 
Eilers, Victor Jory. Dir. Raoul Walsh. Rel. Mar. 8. 


Second Hand Wife. Banker’s secretary steps from his office into his heart. 
Sally Eilers, Ralph Bellamy. Dir. Hamilton McFadden. 64 mins. Rel, 
Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 17, 

Sherlock Holmes. The Conan Doyle story with a new a ster twist. Clive 
Brook, Miriam Jordan, Ernest Torrence. Dir. ° vd Howard. Time, 
68 mins. Rel. Nov. 6 Rev. Nov. 15. 

Six Hours to Live. Murdered diplomat Is revived to aven his murder. 
Warner Baxter, Miriam Jordan. Dir. Wm. Dieterle. Time, 78 mins, 
Rel. Oct. 16. Rev. Oct. 25. 


Smoke Lightning. From Zane Gray’s ‘Canyon Walls.’ Geo. O’Brien, Nell 


O'Day. Dir. David Howard. Rel. Feb. 17. 

State Fy Pte y Pn. nove em oar. ere and priamoe at the state 
air. Jane aynor, w Tres, oger oulse Dresser. Dir. 
Henry King. 98 mins. Rel, Feb. Rev. Jan, 31. 


Talk version of an old silent. Janet Gaynor, 
Y os Santell. Time, 75 mins. Rel. Nov. 20. Rev. 
ov. 22. 


Too Busy to Work. Talking version of ‘Jubilo.’ Will Rogers, Marian Nixon. 
Dir. Jas. Blystone. Time, 76 mins. Rel. Nov. 13. Rey. Dee, 6. 

Warrior’s Husband, The. Stage play by Julian Thompson. An Amazon who 
had a heart. Elissa Landi, Marjorie Rambeau, Ernest Truex, David 
Manners. Dir. Walter Lang. Rel. April 21. (Lasky production.) 

Zoo in Budapest. Original. Mystery story in a foreign zoo and an animal, 
Loretta Young, Gene Raymond, O, P. Heggte. Dir. Rowland V. Lee. 
Rel. Mar. 31. (Lasky production.) 


Tess of the Storm Country. 
Chas. Farrell. Dir. Al. 





Freuler Associates °%*' [aramount Bidg, 


Original. Western. Hidden treasure and government agents. 
Dir. J. P. McGowan. Rel. Mar. 16. 


Deadwood Pass. 
Tom Tyler, Alice Dahl, Wally Wales. 


Fighting Gentleman, The. A fighter who goes to the and back in. 
Wm. Collier, Jr., Josephine Dunn, Pat O’Mall he Burton ing. 
Time, 69 mins. Rel. Oct. 7. Rev. Nov. 15. =, ” 

Forty-Niners. The overland trek in pioneer days. Tom ler. Dir. J. P. 
McCarthy. 49 mins. Rel. Oct. 28. Rev. Dec. 20. ” 

Gambling Sex, The. Racing story with a society slant. Ruth Hall, Grant 
Withers. Dir. Fred Newmeyer. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Nov. 21. Rev. 

ec. 27. 


Kies of Araby. Original. 
interest. Marie Alba, Walter Byron, Claire Windsor. 
Rel. Feb. 23. 


Penal Code. Story of a boy’s 


Sahara story of British army and Riff, with love 
Dir. Phil Rosen. 


regeneration surmounting complications. Regis 


Toomey, Helen Cohan, Robert Ellis. Dir. George Melford. 62 mins, 
Rel. Jan. 15. 
Savage Girl, The. Big game hunters find a white jungle beauty. Rochelle 
udson, Walter Byron, Harry Myers, Adolph lar. Dir. rry lL. 
Fraser. Rel. Dec. 5. 


When a Man Rides Alone. Robin Hood of the West and some daring stage 
coach holdups and fast riding. Tom Tyler, Adele Lacey, Duke Lee. 
Dir. J. P. McGowan, Rel. Jan. 29. 


Offices: 1619 arepeney, 
New York City 


Evelyn Bren., H. H. 
Dir. 


Majestic 


Crusader, The. Drama of a crusading district attorney. 
Warner, Ned Sparks, Lew Cody, Walter Byron, Marceline Day. 
Frank Strayer. 72 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 11, 


Gold. Western drama. Jack Hoxie, Alice Day, Matthew Be Dynamite- 
horse. Dir. Otto Brower. Time, 55 mins. Rel. Sept. 1K v. Oct. 11, 
Gun Law. Western. Jack Hoxie, Betty Boyd, Rel. Mar. 1, 


Jean Hersholt, Jackie 


Hearts of Humanity. Drama of New York’s East Side. 
Dir. Christy 


Searl, J. Farrell MacDonald, Claudia Dell, Charles Delaney. 
Cabanne. Time, 70 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Sept. 27. 

Law and Lawless. Western drama. Jack Hoxie, Hilda Moreno, Yakima Can- 
utt, Wally Wales, Dynamite-Horse. Dir. Armand Schaeffer. Time, 61 
mins. Rel. Nov. 30. 

Outlaw Justice. Western drama. Jack Hoxie, 
Keith, Dynamite-Horse, Dir. Armand Schaeffer, 
Oct. 1. Rev. Feb. 25. 

Phantom Express, The. Railroad melodramatic mystery. J. Farrell Mace 
Donald, William Collier, Jr., Sally Blane, Hobart Bosworth, Eddie Phil- 
lips. Dir. Christy Cabanne. Time, 70 mins, Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Sept. 27. 

Public Be Damed, The. Story behind present-day conditions. Evelyn Brent, 
Pat O’Brien. Dir. Christy Cabanne. Rel. Mar. 1 

Sing, You Sinner. Dramatic life of a torch-singer. From the play by Wilson 
Collison. Leila Hyams, Paul Lucas. Rel. Mar, 1. 

Unwritten Law, The. A drama of betrayal and vengeance. Greta Nissen, 
Skeets Gallagher, Mary Brian, Lew Cody, Louise Fazenda, Hedda Hop- 
per. Dir. Christy Cabanne, Time, 70 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Dec. 20, 

Vampire Bat, The. .A thriller. Lionel Atwill, Fay Wray, Melvyn Douglas, 
George E. Stone, Maude Eburne. Dir. Frank Strayer. Rei. Jan. 21. 
Rev. Jan. 24. 


Dorothy Gulliver, Donald 
Time, 61 mins. Rel. 


Via Pony Express. Jack Hoxie western. Marceline Day. Dir. Lew Collin, 
Xel. Feb. 8. 
Studios: 4376 Sunset Drive, : Offices: 1600 Broadway, 
Hollywood, Cal. Mayfair New York, N. Y,. 





Heart Punch. Murder story with a prize ring angle. Lioyd Hughes, Marion 
Shilling. Dir. Breezy Eason. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Dec. 13, 

Her Mad Night. Mother assumes guilt for a daughter’s crime. Irene Rich, 
Conway Tearle. Dir. E. Mason Hopper. Time, 67 mins. Rel, Oct. L 
Rev. Nov. 29. 

Malay Nights. Original. Mother love in the tropics. Johnny Mack Brown, 
Dorothy Burgess. Dir. E. Mason Hopper. 59 mins. Rel, Oct. L Rev. 
Feb. 7. 

|No Living Witness. Novelty crime story. Gilbert Roland, Noah Beery, Bare 
bara Kent. Dir. E. Mason Hopper Time, 72 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. 
Oct 11 

} : 7 a ' 

| Tangled Destinies. Mystery i a deserted desert home. Lloyd Whitlock, 
Doris Hill, Glen Tryon, Vera Reynolds. Dir Frank Strayer. Time, 68 
mina. Kel, Sept. 1. Rev 

(Continu l on page 2%) 
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Academic Course 


On Appreciation 
Of Motion Picts. 


Whether ‘we shall teach photoplay 
appreciation in the nation’s schools 
will be among the subjects for dis- 
cussion Friday and Saturday (11) 
at the ninth annual junior high- 
school conference, to be held under 
the jurisdiction of the School of 
Education of N. Y. U. in New York. 


The picture as a current topic; 
the producer’s editorial policy in 
story selection; the producer’s point 
of view; and the integration of the 
study of the motion picture with 
the course in literature, will be sub- 
jects taken up by Harry Alan Pot- 
amkin, Florence Strauss, Paul Gu- 
lick and Stalla S. Center, respec- 
tively. 

Miss Strauss is eastern scenario 
editor of UA, Gulick publicity di- 
rector of Universal. Potamkin is a 
film critic. William Lewin, chair- 
man of Photoplay Appreciation Com- 
mittee, National Council of Teachers 
of English, will be chairman over 
the discussion. 








Lichtman Home Today 


Al Lichtman left Kansas City last 
night (Monday) and will be back in 
New York tomorrow (Wednesday). 

He cancelled a proposed trip 





Already! 





Hollywood, March 6. 

Financial situation has al- 
ready spawned a new racket 
that has been generally worked 
|| here for the past few days, and 
| which the theatres are at- 
tempting to stop. After seeing 
the shows, numerous people 
have been found walking out 
to the box office to say they 
had seen the picture before and 
asking for refunds. 

Same thing was worked in 
the stores, with customers pay- 
ing for purchases by check and 
then returning them to get the 
cash. 

Theatres are now marking 
all stubs to avoid repetition of 
the refund gag. 


VISUAL EDUCATION 
AT NEW LOW IN ’33 


Visual education faces its worst 
world set-back iin 1933. Depression, 
while chiefly accountable for the 
standstill of school pictures in the 
U. S., is not wholly blamed for a 
steady decline in instructional film 
interest, as revealed in other coun- 
tries by lengthy reports. 

Outstandingly illustrative of the 
setback abroad is a survey of the 
situation in Germany covering the 
past six years. This shows that 
Germany today is showing less than 
one-half as much educational film 
to its censors as it did six years 
ago. 














Sues Par for Arrears 
Of Minnesota Rental 


Minneapolis, March 6. 
Taking the initial steps in a move 
to force a showdown in the matter 


of the Minnesota theatre, closed a 
year, owners of the building, have 
filed suit against Paramount-Publix 
for $41,250, unpaid rent for three 
months, December, 1922, and Janu- 
ary and February of this year. No 
answer has been filed. 

With Paramount-Publix in re- 
ceivership the suit may be allowed 
to go by default, according to opin- 
ion here. How the local company 
can collect the judgment is some- 
thing for its members to worry 
about, lawyers here say. However, 
it is pointed out, the owners may 
get possession of the theatre or 





through south and southeast. 





lease it to others. 


The drop has been consistent. In 
’'27, for instance, 870 instructional 
subjects were censored, whereas last 
year only 416 were permitted to be 
released. The intervening years 
show 808 subjects in '28; 728, °29; 
660,’30; 469, 31. 

In the last quarter of ’32 just 75 
individual producers contributed a 
total of 141 subjects. The majority 
of these producers released only one 
such subject apiece, 





Metro Hot for Ahearn’s 
‘Girl’; He’s Asking 100G’s 
Hollywood, March 6. 

Metro is hot after ‘Charity Girl,’ 
Danny Ahearn, coming out in book 
form. 

Studio figures it for Jean Harlow. 
Ahearn is said to be asking $100,- 
000 for the screen rights. It’s due 
off the Doubleday-Doran press 
shortly. 











Titling a Pic 





Hollywood, March 6. 

Evolution of a picture’s title 
has Columbia satisfied at last, 
following 300 sugestions and 
severa] changes. 

Original magazine yarn was 
titled ‘Hurricane Deck.’ From 
that it became ‘Fever,’ and 
finally winds up as ‘When 





Union Cut in Mpls. 


Minneapolis, March 6. 
Union booth operators here have 
granted the RKO Orpheum theatre, 
in receivership, a 15% reduction as 
against the 10% cut allowed inde- 
pendent exhibitors in the city. 


Publix, also in receivership, is 
asking for a 25% cut, but officials 
of the operators’ union assert that 
the reduction actually would 
amount to 140%, figuring in the 
smaller manpower desired by the 
big chain. 














New Distrib Combo 


George Quigley, Jr., and Ed Gins- 
burg have formed Ambassador Pic- 
tures to distribute ‘arty’ pictures. 
Foreign features in dubbed English 
language versions will be included. 

Group has a number of old film 
leftovers from Pathe. Most of the 
Harold Lloyd two-reelers are in the 
deal, some Grantland Rice shorts 
and some travelog footage, includ- 
ing a full feature made by Theo- 
dore Roosevelt, Jr., in Africa some 
years back but never released here. 























A COLUMNIST TAKES AN AD 
OR VICE VERSA 











CLUB 
RICHMAN 











FIRST BASEMAN 
LOU SCHWARTZ 





AT HOME 
A COLUMNIST 
CATCHER—‘VARIETY’ 





ORIGINAL 


ROXY 


This wee 





SECOND BASEMAN—CHAS. MORRISON 
SHORTSTOP—DANNIE WINKLER 


a a 


‘Once A Bic LEAGUER 
Atways A Bic LEAGUER 





JO-CUR 
WAVE SET 
PROGRAM 


Broadcasting Every 
Sunday at 2:30 p. m. 
Over WABC 


THIRD BASEMAN 
BOB GOLDSTEIN 











JACK OSTERMAN 


Batting 1000% Again 








Coast ’Changes Would As 
Lop Off Part of Film 
Tax to Save Overhead 


Los Angeles, March 6. 

Big reductions in positive film 
taxes in the city and county of Log 
Angeles are expected as a result of 
a new schedule worked out by W. 
H. (Bud) Lollier, Fox West Coast 
tax expert. If adopted they will 
bring a material saving to distribu- 
tion companies this year. 

Present tax, based on the volume 
of film footage in the exchanges 
when an assessment is made, calls 
for $12.59 a reel on prints one to 
three months old; $6.20, three to six 
months; $4.70, six to nine munths; 
$3.50, nine to 12 months and $1 per 
reel on all prints more than a year 


old. 

New schedule proposed by Lollier 
would have the $12.50 charge only 
on prints a month old and gradu- 
ated down so that there would be 
no tax on year old films. 


~_ 


Forced Vacations for 4 


Hollywood, March 6. 

Earl Baldwin and Danny Ahearn, 
who were working on ‘Wild Boy of 
the Road’ at Warners, are off the 
payroll for eight weeks, returning 
when the studio reopens. 

Robert Lord also has a layoff and 
Rian James, who returned from a 
Paramount layoff, was told he 
wasn’t needed for five weeks. 











5 Mins., and Out 


Hollywood, March 6. 

Five minutes after he started 
work on the location set for ‘Black 
Beauty’ (Friday (3), William J 
Cowan, who was directing, put 
down the megaphone and walked 
out on the story. 

I, E. Chadwick, who is making the 
picture for Monogram, picked up the 
job and finished the day’s shooting. 
Phil Rosen is replacing. 





‘Circus’ a Day Ahead 


Hollywood, March 6. 

On an 18-day schedule, ‘Mure 
der of the Circus Queen’ was 
brought in a day ahead of the limit 
at Columbia by R. William Neill, 
director. 

Unusual in that the production 
was heavy on exteriors, but that 
sunnah California weather helped 
for once. 





FAGAN’S BRIDGE SHORT 


Myron C. Fagan, playwright- 
producer will independently make a 
short in Photocolor with Willard 
Karn, Oswald Jacoby and George 
Reith, contract bridge champs. 





Shut-down Loophole 





(Continued from page 4) 


compensation or by reason of any 
of its obligations hereunder during 
such period. The corporation at its 
election may extend the term of 
this agreement for a period of time 
equal to the period of time or ag~ 
gregate periods of time for which ft 
shall have been so suspended. In 
the event that any such suspension, 
or suspensions shall continue for @& 
period or aggregated periods in ex- 
cess of 12 weeks during any period 
of employment hereunder, either 
party hereto may elect to terminate 
his employment hereunder he will 
notify the corporation in writing of 
his intention so to do; and if the 
corporation shall not resume the 
payment of the weekly compensae 
tion herein provided for, commenc= 
ing as of not later than one week 
after receipt of such notice from 
the artist, the employment of the 
artist shall be terminated. If the 
corporation shall resume the pay- 
ment of such compensation, com- 
mencing as of not later than one 
week after the receipt of such no~ 
tice, the employment shall not bé 
terminated, this agreement shall re= 
main in full force and effect. 


Studio Placements 


Forrester Harvey, Russell Scott, 
‘Eagle and the Hawk,’ Capt. Sterling 
Campbell technical director, Par. 

Ferdinand Munier, Charles 
Browne, Al Paulette, Ben Hewlett, 
Lincoln Brent, Lee Phelps, ‘Tampi- 
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CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 


(Continued from page 26) 


Metro 


Self explanarory title. 
Dir. E. Goulding. Time, 91 mins, 





Offices: 1540 Broadway, 

New York, N. Y. 

Marion Davies, Robt. Mont- 
Rel. Aug. 13. 


Studios: Culver City, 
Callf. 


Blondie of the Follies. 
gomery, Billy Dove, 
Rev. Sept. 13. 

Clear All Wires. Picturization of the recent Broadway hit about a foreign 
correspondent. Lee Tracy, Benita Hume. Dir. George Hill. Rel. Feb. 17. 


Divorce in the Family. Jackie Cooper saves the family happiness. Jackie 
Cooper, Conrad Nagel, Lewis Stone, Lois Wilson. Dir. Chas. F. Riesner. 
Time, 78 mins’ Rel. Aug. 27. Rev. Nov. 1. 


Fast Life. Typical Haines story with a thrilling speed boat race. William 
Haines, Cliff Edwards, Conrad Nagel, Madge Evans, Dir. Harry Pollard. 
82 mins. Rel. Dec. 16. Rev. Dec, 27. 

Wallace Beery as a wrestler. Karen Morley, Riccardo Cortez, Jean 
Hersholt. Dir. John Ford. 95 mins. Rel. Dec. 9. Rev. Dec. 13. 
tich girl learns the lesson of the depression. Tallulah smamnend. 
Time, 75 mins. Rel. . 15 


Flesh. 


Faithless. 
Robt. Montgomery. Dir. Barry Beaumont. 


Rev. Nov. 22. 

Gabriel Over the White House. 
a dictator. Walter Huston, 
ory La Cava. Kel. Mar. 31. 

Hell Below. The submarine heroes of the World War. 
Jimmy Durante, Madge Evans, Walter Huston. 
Rel. March 17 

Kongo. Remake of the silent of the same title. 
Walter Huston, Lupe Velez, Conrad Nagel, Virginia Bruce. Dir. Wm 
Cowen. Time, '86 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Nov. 22. 

Lady Deceived, The. Based on the Broadway stage: hit by Martin Brown, 
Irene Dunne. Philips Holmes. Dir. Charles Brabin. Rel. Jan, 13. 

Mask of Fu Manchu. Chinese plotter seeks the sword of Ghengis Kahn. 
Boris Karloff, Lewis Stone, Karen Morley. Dir. Chas. Brabin. Time, 
68 mins. Rel. Nov. 6 Rev. Dec. 6. 

Men Must Fight. Picturization of the Broadway play. The war problem in 


The VU. S. under 
Dir. Greg- 


From an anonymous novel. 
Karen Morley, Franchot Tone. 


Robert Montgomery, 
Dir. Jack Conway. 


Sorcery in central Africa. 


1940. Diana Wynyard, Phillips Holmes, Lewis Stone. Dir. Edgar Sel- 
wyn. Rel. March 10. 
Man on the Nile. Ramon Novarro as an Egyptian guide. Rel. April 7. 
Outsider, The. An unlicensed surgeon performs seeming miracles. Harold 
Huth, Join Barry, Frank Lawton. ©0 nins. Rel. Jan. 20. 
Pack Ue Your Troubles. Laurel and —,° full length military comedy. Dir. 
Geo. Ma shall and Raymond Carey. ime, 70 mins. Rel. Sept. 17. Rev. 


Oct. 4 

Payment Def.rred. Murder story from the play of that title with Chas. 
Laughto.: n his original role, Maureen O'Sullivan; Dorothy Peterson. 
Dir. Loti 9s Mendez. Time, 80 mins. Rel. Oct. 8. ev. Nov. 15. 

Prosperity. Pst depression comedy with Marie Dressler and Polly Moran. 
Dir. San Wood. Time, 87 mins. Rel. Noy. 12. Rev. Nov. by 

Rasputin and the Empress. The Russian overthrow and its cause. John, 
Ethel ant Lionel Barrymore. Dir. Rich. Boleslavsky. Roadshow time, 
133 mins. Rel. March 31. Rev. Dec. 27.: 

Red Dust. J-.n Harlow -nd Clark Gable as a new team in a story of Indo- 
China. )'ir. Victor Fleming. Time, 83 mins. Rel. Oct. 22. Rev. Nov. 8. 

Reunion in Vienna. From Sherwood's stage play. Exiled royalty returns for 
a last fling. John Barrymore, Diana Wynyard, Otto Kruger. Dir. Sid- 
ney Franklin. Rel. April 14. 

Rivets. John Gilbert as a skyscraper worker. Robert Armstrong, Mae Clarke, 
Muriel Kirkland. Dir. Tod Browning. Rel. March 10. 

Secret of Madame Blanche, The. Based on Martin Brown's play ‘The Lady.’ 
irene i Phillips Holmes, Dir. Chas. Brabin. 83 mins. Rel. Feb. 3. 

ev eb. 7. 


Smilin’ Throug’. Remake of the Norma Talmadge silent and Jane Cowl play. 


Norma & hearer, Leslie Howard, Frederic March, O. P. Heggie. Dir. Sid- 

ney Fra: klin, Time, 96 mins. Rel. Sept. 18. Rev. Oct. 18. 
Son-Daughter, The. From the play by David Belasco. Helen Hayes, Ramon 

Novarro, Lewis Stone, Warner Oland. Dir. Clarence Brown. 81 mins. 


Rel. Dec 23. Rev. Jan. 3 

Strange Interlude. The famous O'Neill play. Norma Shearer, Clark Gable. 
Dir. Robert Z. Leonard. Time, 110 mins. Dec, 30. Rev. Sept. 6 

Today We Live. An English girl! ambulance-driver during the war. 
Crawford, Gary Cooper. Dir. Howard Hawks. Rel. March 24, 

What! No Beer? Buster Keaton and Jimmy Durante in the beer racket. 
Phyllis Barry, Roscoe Ates, John Miljan. Dir. Edward Sedgwick. Rel. 
Feb. 10. Rev. Feb. 14. 

White Sister The. Based on the famous F. Marion Crawford novel. 
Hayes, Clark Gable. Dir. Victor Fleming. Rel. me '. 2 

Whistling in the Dark. Adapted from the Broadway stage success, in which 
a famous mystery writer is kidnapped and forced to plan a murder 
himself. Ernest Truex, Una Merkel, Jean Hersholt. Dir. Elliot Nugent. 
Rel. Jan. 27. Rev. Jan. 31 


Joan 


Helen 


Studio: 6048 Sunset Bivd., Office: 723 Seventh Ave., 
Hollywood, Cal. Monogram New York, N. Y. 
Diamond Trail. Western. Rex Bell. Dir. Harry Fraser. Rel. Dec. 30. 


Arletta Duncan. Dir. J. P. 


Fighting Champ, The. Western. Bob “er 


McCarthy. Time, 64 mins. Rel, Dec 
from Calgary, The. Girl cowboy comes east to stage triumphs. Fifi 


Giri 
D’Orsay, Paul Kelly, Dir. Phil Whitman. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Sept. 24. 


Rey. Nov. 22 
Gute ce tet Suptyt Betty Compson, Claudia Dell. Dir. Albert Ray. 67 mins. 
e ov. 
sendive. Physician who fails in a major operation makes a comeback. Frank 
Hawks, Thelma Todd, H. B. Walthal. Dir. Lyle Talbot. Time, 65 mins. 
Rel. Aug. 30. Rev. Sept. 27. 
Lucky Larrigan. Western. Rex Bell, Helen Foster. Dir. J. P. McCarthy. 


Rel. Dec. 10 


My Mother. From Peter B. Kyne's ‘The Just Judge.’ Western story of a 
woman who runs a gambling resort. Pauline Frederick, Claire Wind- 
sor, Theo. Von Eltz. Dir. Phil. Rosen. 67 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. 
Feb. 21. (Originally titled ‘Self Defense’). 

Strange Adventure. Regis Toomey, June Clyde. Dir. Phil Whitman and 
Hampton Del Ruth. 60 mins. Rel. Feb, 14. Rev. Feb. 14. 

Thirteenth Guest, The. Mystery play by author of ‘Scarface.’ Ginger Rogers, 
Lyle Talbot, J. Farrell McDonald. Dir. Alfred Ray. ‘Time, 65 mins. 
Rel. Aug. 25. Rev. Sept. 6. (Chadwick.) 

Western Limited, The. Mystery aboard a transcontinental train. Estelle 


Edmund Burns, Gertrude Astor, Crauford Kent. Dir. Christy 


Time, mins. Rel. Aug. 10. Rev. Oct. 19. 
Western. Bob Steele. Story by Wellyn Totman. 
Time, 62 mins. Lel. Nov. 5. Rev. Jan. 24. 


Taylor, 
Cabanne. 
Young Blood. 


tosen, 


Dir. Phil 


Offices: 1501 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y. 


Stuart Erwin, 


Studios: 5851 Marathon St., 
Hvliywood, calif, Paramount 


Big Broadcast, The. Broadcasting story with many air stars. 


Bing Crosby, Leila Hyams. Dir, Frank Tuttle. Time, 80 mins. Rel. 
Oct. Rev. Oct. 18. 

Billion Dollar Scandal. Based on the Teapot Dome investigation. tobt. Arm- 
strong, Constance Cummings, Olga Baclanova. Dir. Harry Joe Brown. 
76 mins. Rel. Jan. 6. Rev . Jan, 1¢ 

Blonde Venus. Story of a stage woman’s efforts to retain her child. Marlene 
Dietrich, Herbert Marshall, Dickey y Moore. Dir. Jos. Von Sternberg. 
Time, 85 mins. Rel. Sept. 16. Rev. Sept. 27. 

Crime of the Century, The. From the European stage play of same title. 
Jean Hersholt, Frances Dee, Wynne Gibson, David Landau. Dir. Wm. 
Beaudine. Rel. Feb. 24. Rev. Feb. 21. 


Presnell of a Flying Dutchman 


Original sea story by Robt. | du 
John Halliday, Verree Teasdale. 


Dead Reckoning. 
Ruggles, 





| 
| 


| Phantom of Crestwood, The. 


-_ 


of today. Shirley Gray, Chas. 
Dir. Pau! Sloane. Rel. Mar. 24 

Devil Is Driving, The. Wynne Gibson, Edmund Lowe, Dickie Moore. Dir. 
Stolotf. Rel. Dec. 9. Rev. Dec. 20. 

Evenings for Sale. Viennese nobleman becomes a gigolo. | Herbert Marshall, 
Sar. Maritza. Chas. Ruggles. Dir. Stuart Walker. Time, 61 mins. Rel. 
Nov. ll. Rev. Nov. 15. 

Farewell tc Arms. Hemmingway’s nove! of war on the Italian: front. Helen 
Hayes, Gary Cooper, Adolphe Menjou. Dir. Frank Borzage. 90 mins. 
Rel. Jan. 6. Rev. Dec. 13. 

From Hell to Heaven. Romance story based on play by Lawrence Hazard, 
with a race-track slant. Not a racing drama. Carole Lombard, Jack 
Oakie. Dir. Erle Kenton. Rel. Feb. 24, 

He Learnec About Women. Comedy drama. Stuart Erwin, Allison Skip- | 
worth. Dir. Lloyd Corrigan. Time, 67 mins. Rel. Nov. 4. 

Hello, Everybody. Original radio story by Fannie Hurst. Kate Smith, Ran- 
dolf Scott, Sally Llane. Dir. Seiter. Rel. Feb. 17. Rey. Jan. 31. 

Hot Saturday. Gossip in a small town. Nancy Carroll. Dir. W. Seiter. Time, 
72 mins. Rel. Oct. 28. Rev. Nov. 

if | Had a Million. How various persons would react to - inheritance. Gary 
Cooper, Geo. Raft, Wynne Gibson, Chas. Laughton, ack Oakie and many 
others, each in a single sequence, Directional pe Roten by various di- 
rectors. Time, 85 mins. Rei. Nov. Rev. Dec. 6 


island of Lost Souls. Novelty story. Chas. Laughton, Richard Arlen, Leila 


Hyams. Dir. Kenton. December special. Kev. Jan. 17. 
King A the Jungle. ovety story. Buster Crabbe, Frances Dee. Dirs. Hum- 
berstone-Marcin, Jan. special release. Rev. Feb. 28. 

Lady’s Profession, A. Story by Nina Wilcox Putnam. Speakeasy prop. mas- 
querading as riding master. Geo. Barbier, Sari Maritza. Dir. Norman 
MacLeod. Rel. Mar. 3. 

Lily Christine. British made. 
Rel. July. Rev. Sept. 20. 

Luxury Liner. From the novel by Gina Kaus. 
Geo. Brent, Zita Johann, Alice White, Verree Teasdale. Dir. by Lothar 
Mendez under = Me Schulberg. 70 mins. Rel. Feb. 3. Rev. Feb. 7. 

Madame Butterfly. From the opera. Sylvia Sidney, Cary Grant, Chas. Ruggles. 
Dir. Gearing. Rel. Dec. 30. Rev. Dec. 27. 

Madison Square. Sporting story. Jack Oakie, Marian Nixon, Thos. Meighan. 


Corinne Griffith, Colin Clive. Time, 59 mins. 


Grand Hotel on shipboard. 


Dir. Harry J. Brown. Time, 70 mins. Rel. Oct. 7%. Rev. Oct. 18. 
Movie Crazy. Harold Licyd breaks into pictures. Constance Cummings. Dir. 
Clarence Bruckman. Time, 96 inins. Rel. Sept. 23. Rev. Sept. 20. 
Murders in the Zoo. Original by Philip Wylie and Seton I. Miller. Drama 
largely held to a zoological garden. Chas. Ruggles, Lionel Atwill, Gail 
Patrick. Dir. Edw. Sutherland. Rel. Mar. 17. 
Mysterious Rider. Western. Kent Taylor. Dir. Allen. Rel. Jan. 27. 
Night After Night. Humor in the night clubs. Mae West, Geo. Raft, Con- 


stance Cummings, sg Skipworth. Dir. Archie Mayo. Time, 70 mins. 


Rel. Oct. 14. Rev. Nov. 

Night of June 13, The. The ila react to a murder suspicion. Clive 
Brook, Lila Lee, Chas. Ruggies. Dir. Stephen Roberts. Time, 76 mins. 
Rel. Sept. 23. Rev. Sept. 20. 

No Man of Her Own, From the novel 
Carole Lombard, Dorothy Mackaill. 
special. Rev. Jan. 3 

Phantom President. Political story of a presidential double. 
sage d Durante, Claudette Colbert. Time, 77 mins. 
ict 

Pick Up. (Schulberg.). A girl of the people and a service station sheik. Sylvia 
Sidney, Geo. Raft. Dir. Marion Gering. Reh Mar. 31. 

70,000 Witnesses. Murder on the footbail field. Phillips Holmes, 
Jordan, Chas. Ruggles, Johnny Mack Brown, Lew Cody. Dir. 
Murphy. Time, 69 mins. Rel. Sept. 2. Rev. Sept. 6. 

She Done Him Wrong. Paraphrase of ‘Diamond Lil.’ Mae West, Cary Grant, 
a agg eat Owen’ Moore. Dir. Lowell Sherman. Rel. Jan. 27. Rev. 

eb, ° 

Sign of the Cross, The. 
Roman persecution of the Christians. 
Elissa Landi, Chas. Laughton. Dir. 
lar release Feb. 10. Rev. Dec. 6. 

Strictly Personal. (Rogers.) Original by Wilson Mizner and Robt. T. Shan- 
non on the matrimonial agency racket. Marjorie Rambeau, Eddie Quil- 
lan, Dorothy Jordan. Dir. Ralph Murphy. Kel. Mar. 19. 


Tonight Is Ours. Noel Coward’s “The Queen Was in the Parlor.’ 


‘No Bed of Her Own.’ 
Dir. Wesley Ruggles. 


Clark Gable, 
December 


George M. Cohan, 
Rel. Oct. 7. Rev. 


Dorothy 
Ralph 


Spectacular version of Wilson Barrett's play of 
Claudette Colbert, Fredric March, 
Cecil B. De Mille. 


99 mins. Regu- 


Claudette 


Colbert, Frederic March, Allison Skipworth. Dir. Stuart Walker. Rel, 
Jan. 13. Rev. Jan. 24. 
Trouble in Paradise. Miriam Hop- 


Cuostints cheaters in Paris and Venice. 
e Dir. Ernst Lubitsch. Time, 81 


kins, Kay Francis, Herbert Marshall. 
mins. Rel. Oct. 21, Rev. Nov. 15. 
Undercover Man. Secret service bests the gangsters. Geo. Raft, Nancy Car- 
roll. Dir. Jas. Flood. Time, 74 mins. Rel. Dec. 2. Rev. Dec. 6. 
Under the Tonto Rim. From the Zane Grey story. Stuart Erwin, Verna 
Hillie, Ray Hatton. Dir. Henry Hathaway. Rel. Mar. 24. 


Wild Horse Mesa. Zane Grey's story. Rudolph Scott, Sally Blane, Fred 
ae, Dir. Henry Hathaway. Time, 60 mins. Rel. Nov. 25. Rev. 
an. 17. 


Woman Accused, The. From the story in ‘Liberty’ by ten well-known authors. 
Girl accused of murder with action chiefly on a pleasure cruise. Nancy 
Carroll, Cary Grant, John Halliday. Dir. Paul Sloan. Rel. Feb. 17. 


Offices: ae Seventh Ave., 
Powers New York, N. Y. 


Musical comedy farce. Gene Gerrard, Molly Lamont. Dir. Eu- 
Time, 69 mins. Rel, Sept. 1. 
Story of a wastrel who makes good. Henry Kendall, 


Lucky Girl. 
gene O'Sullivan, 


Man Who Won, The, 


Heather Angel. Time, 70 mins. Dir. Norman Walker, Rel, Sept. 15. 
Rev. Feb. 28. 
. “4 Offices: 11 West 42d St., 
Principal New York, N.Y. 


he Menjou and Claude Allister 


British made with- Adol 
ime, 74 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. 


Blame the Woman. 
Dir. Fred Niblo. 


as a pair of crooks. 
mins. 


Devil’s ye ground, The. George Vanderbilt’s expeditionary film. 54 
Rel. Jan. 1. ev. Jan. 3. 
Jungle Gigilo. Travel. Humorous treatment of Sumatran customs. 55 mins. 
Rel. Feb. 15. 
Travelogue of the island of Bali. Time, 43 mins. Rel. 


Virgins of Bali. 
Sept. 15. Rev. Dec. 13. 

Voodoo. Travel. Voodoo ceremonies in Haiti produced by Sergeant Wirkus, 
‘White King of LaGonave.’ 4 reels. Rel, Feb. 15. 


With Williamson Beneath the Sea. Underwater exploration. 60 mins. 
Office: R.K.O. Bidg., 


Jan. 1. Rev. Nov. 29. 
R.K.O. Pathe Radio City, N.Y.C. 
Tom Keene, J. Hayden, Roscoe Ates. Dir. Robt. 


Rel. Sept. 23. 
Studios: Hollywood, Office: R.K.O. Bidg., 


Calif. R.K.O. Radio Radio City, N.Y.C. 


Age of Consent, The. Love and trouble for a co-ed. Dorothy Wilson. Pic’ 
ard Cromwell. Dir. Gregory La Cava. Time, 63 mins. Rel. Aug. 5. 
Rev. Sept. 6 

Animal Kingdom, The. The man who could not distinguish between his wife 
and mistress. Leslie Howard, Ann Harding, Myrna Loy. Dir. Edw. H. 
Griffith. 90 mins. Rel. Dec. 23. Rev. Jan. 3. 

Bill of Divorcement, A. Story of a shell-shocked war vet. 

ohn Barrymore, Billie Burke, Katherine Hepburn. 
Time, 69 mins. Rel. Sept. 30. Rev. Oct. 4. 
Bird of Paradise, A. Famous stage play of the South Seas. 


Rel. 


Studios: Hollywood, 
Cali 


Come On, Danger. Western. 
Hill. Time, 54 mins. 


By Clemence Dane. 
Dir. Geo. Cukor. 


Dolores Del Rio. 


zoe McCrea. Dir. King Vidor. Time, 82 mins. Rel. Aug. 12, Rev. 

ept. 

Cheyenne id, The. Tom Keene Western. Dir. Robert Hill. 55 mins. Rel. 
Jan. 20. 

Conquerors, The. A story of American depressions and their surmounting. 
Rich. Dix, Ann Harding, Edna May Oliver. Dir. Wm, Weliman, Time, 
84 mins. Rel. Nov. 18. Rev. Nov. 22. 

Goldie Gets Along. Movie-struck girl who works the beauty contest racket. 
Lili Damita, Chas. Morton, Sam Hardy. 88 mins, Rel. Jan. 27. 


Dix as a motorman who turns 


Novel by Fulton Oursler. 
Dir. J. Walter 


palmist. Rich. Dix, Wera Engels, Edna May Oliver. 
tuben. 83 mins. Rel. Mar. 3. Rev. Feb. 21. 
Half-Naked Truth, The. From Harry Reichenbach’s memoirs of a press 
agent. Lee Tracy, Lupe Velez, Eugene Palette. Dir. Gregory Le Cava. 
75 mins. Rel. Dec. 16. Rev. Jan. 32. 
Hell’s Highway. The horrors of a convict camp. 
Dir. Rowland Brown, Time, 62 mins. Rel. Sept. 21. Rev. Sept. 27. 
‘Em Jail. Wheeler and Woolsey play football on the convict eleven. 
Dir. Norman Taurog. ‘Time, 66 mins. Rel. Sept. 2. Rev. Aug. 23. 
Little Orphan Annie. Based on the cartoon. Mitzi Green, Ed. Keennedy. 
Dir. John Robertson. Time, 61 mins. Rel. Nov. 4. Rev. Dec. 27. 
Lucky Devils. Original. Glorifying the picture stunt men. Bill Boyd, Wm. 
70 mins. Rel, Feb. 


Great Jasper, The. 


Richard Dix, Tom Brown. 


Hold 


Gargan, Dorothy Wilson. Dir. Merian C, Cooper. 

3. Rev. Feb. 21. 
Men Are Such Fools. Leo Carillo. Dir. Wm. Nigh. Time, 66 mins. Rel. Nov. 18. 
Men of America. Bill Boyd, Dorothy Wilson, Chic Sale. Dir. Ralph Ince. 


Rel Dee. 9. Rev. Feb. 28. 

Monkey’s Paw, The. W. W. Jacobs mystery story of a hoodooed charm. C. 
Aubrey Smith, Tvan Simpson, Louise Carter. Dir. Wesley Ruggles. 66 
mins. Rel. Jan, 13. 

Most Dangerous Game, The. Island 


Time, 57 mins. 


recluse who hunts human beings for 
sport. Joel McCrea, Fay Wray, Leslie Banks. Dir. E. Schoedsack. 
Time, 63 mins. Rel. Sept. 9. Rev. Nov. 22. 

No Other Woman. Steel worker who rises to affluence and drags his wife into 


the mire. Irene Dunn, Chas. Bickford. Dir. J. Walter Ruben. 658 mins. 
Rel. Jan. 6. Rev. Jan. 31. 

Our Betters. From Maugham’s piay. English high society. Constance Ben- 
nett, Gilbert Roland. Dir. Geo. Cukor. 80 mins. Rel. Mar. 31. Rev. 
Feb. 28. 

Past of Mary Holmes, The. Destitute opera singer unwittingly accuses her 
son of murder. Helen MacKellar, Eric Linden, Skeets Gallagher. Dir 
Harlan Thompson, Slavo Vorkapich. Rel. Jan. 20 

| Penge Co Murder, The. Stuart Palmer's novel; murder mystery. Mae 

lark, Robt. Armstrong, Edna Mae Oliver, James Gleason. Dir. Geo. 
ischainkaadh 69 mins. Rei. Dec. 9. Rev. Dec. 27. 


Ricardo Cortez, 
Rel, Oct. 14 


Mystery, 
Dir. J. W. 


at a week-end party. 
Katherine Morley. Ruben. Time, 77 mins. 


Rev. Oct. 18. 
(Continued on page 30) 


Brookhart Bill 
Dead, Exhibs’ $25 
Fees for Naught 


While producer representatives 
heaved a sigh of relief there are 
some exhibitors who are wondering 
about their 25 bucks. All this 
comes about through the lame duck 
Congress going out without even 
mentioning the Brookhart bill. And 
with the end of the session Brook- 


hart, himself, is going home for 
good or, at least, until another elec- 
tion, 


The exhibitors’ concern arises 
from the Allied Exhibitors’ organ- 
ization, whose leaders were strictly 
Brookhartian, having solicited its 
members a few months ago for $25 
apiece. The money was to be ex- 
pended in promotion of the Brook- 
hart bill, advocating a virtual Fed- 
eral control of the industry. 

Exhibs were given the picture 
that all pictures, under the Brook- 
hart regime, would be available to 
all exhibs; that runs would end, 
and that the little indie would have 
the same right to pick as the major 
circuit. Some of the indies actual- 
ly dreamed that for their $25 all 
of this would take place. 

Producers and distribs, on the 
other hand, weren't ruffled. They 
figured the bill as well as Brook- 
hart in the bag. They were cer- 
tain that no lame ducker in Wash- 
ington would allow himself to be 
worried over complications within 
the picture industry. And, they 
were right. 


Nace Takes Two 


Phoenix, March 6. 

Harry L. Nace has acquired two 
houses from Publix Rickards and 
Nace and will operate independent- 
ly. Nace now has complete control 
of the Nile in Mesa, and the Rialto 
in Winslow. 

L. E. Schneider, New York, has 
taken over the Yuma theatre, Yuma, 
to operate independently. Acquired 
from Publix-Rickards and Nace. 

Nace remains with Publix as gen- 
eral manager for Arizona working 
under W. K. Jenkins, recently 
named executive head. 


GIVEAWAY RIOT 


Theatre’s Automobile Prize Forces 
Out Cops, Fire Reserves 














Cortland, N. Y., March 6. 
Three policemen om. 15 volunteer 


firemen, hhurried as an emergency 
force to prevent a jam in the 
Schine State theatre, were left 


nursing bruises received in a free- 
for-all rush of the picture house, 
while a man and several women 
who fainted required medical atten- 
tion, 

News that a motor car was to be 
presented to Marion Preston, Cort- 
land Normal School student, on the 
stage of the theatre brought out 
the unprecedented crowd. Elbows, 
umbrellas and fists were used by 
impatient latecomers who wanted 
to see the presentation ceremonies. 


WB Sells Away from Own 
House to Dodge Twin Pix 


Pittsburgh, March 6. 

Objecting to having ‘Blondie 
Johnson’ on a double feature bill 
at the Davis here, Warners are sell- 
ing the picture in the open market 
locally, first time that WB product 
played other than a WB theatre in 
Pittsburgh. 

Fulton, Shea-Hyde property here 
with a fare composed almost ex- 
clusively of indie pictures, getting 
‘Blondie Johnson’ on a flat rental, 
it's reported. Fulton, single-featur- 
ing, consistently grosses more than 
Davis with a brace of features, 





‘42nd’ Premiere at $5, 
Banks Set Back ‘Kong’ 


Ios Angeles, March 6. 
Uncertainty of the local banking 
situation, and because Warners is 





premiering ‘42nd St.’ at its Holly- 


| 


| wood with a $5 take Wednesday (8), 
| opening of ‘King Kong’ at the Chi- 
| nese, set for (19) has been post- 
poned for five days. 

| Following a $5 opening, Chinese 
| becomes a $1 top house nights, first 
}time house has ever heen scaled 
under $1.50 for evening showings, 

~~ 4 








i 


} 
¥] _ — = = —> 


FANCHON & MARCO 


[CUSTOM 




















—Tl| 


——, 
4 en 





Dadividuatized production service is immediately avail- 
able through F. & M. to theatres everywhere under a 
regional setup. 





|, SE showmen can have their own supervised 
F. & M. shows within their own stated budgets—pro- 
duced under the direction of the best manpower in show 
business. 














| This regional plan is already under way in many 
centers. These centers will be regularly constituted 
branches of Fanchon & Marco but operated locally. 





B ehind this localized production and booking scheme 
are the fullest resources of the national organization of 
Fanchon & Marco, in manpower, money, talent and 
production facilities. 








; operators anywhere now can have their 
own F. & M. shows custom-built on home territory, 
i minus transportation charges, minus unnecessary over- 
| head and under local show:nan supervision. 
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Come On, Tarzan. Ranch owner saves his horse from a gang. Ken Maynard, 
Publix N WwW Recvr Myrna Kennedy, Dir. Alan James. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Sept. 11.” Rey 
. . * Jan. 17. . 
° ° Crooked Circle, The. Mystery story with ample comedy. Ren Lyon, ZaSy 
a ing ew l Pitts, James Gleason, Irene Purcell. Dr. H. Bruce Humberstone. Time 
- 70 mins. Rel. Sept. 25. Rev. Oct. 4. . 

4 ‘ der mystery with a motion picture studio bac 
° Union Cu S Death Kiss, The. A mur n bs hocks 

e (Continued from page 27) ground. David Manners, Adrienne Ames, John Wray, Bela Lugosi. i 
, t 1 it: Pdwin L. Marin. Rel. Dec, 25. Rev. Jan. 31. ole, 
Rockabye. Sentimental mother-love story. Constance Bennett, Joel McCrea. Drum Taps. A Boy Scout troup to the rescue of Ken Maynard. Ken May. 
Minneapolis, March 6. Dir. Geo. Cukor. Time, 70 mins. Rel. Nov. 26. Rev. Dec. 6. nard, Junior Coughlin, Scout Troop 107 of Hollywood. Dir. 3. P. Me. 

Publix Fa e: Sailor Be Good. Original. The fleet's in again. Jack Oakie, Vivienne Os- Gowan. 61 mins. Rel. Jan. 29. 

“4 —. one & sewing ened borne, George E. Stone. Dir, Jas. Cruze. 68 mins, Rel, Feb. 10. Rev. Dynamite Ranch. Ranch manager fails to vanquish the hero. Ken Maynard 
Metro, Fox, Warner and First Na- Feb. 28. Ruth Halil, Dir. Forrest Sheldon. Time, 59 mins. Rei. July 31. Rey: 
tional product in addition to Para- | Secrets of the French Police. Foreign mystery. Gwill Andre, Frank Morgan, Dec, 27. 
mount, leaving only RKO, Colum- Gregory Ratoff. Dir. Ed. Sutherland. Time, 58 mins. Rel. Dec. 2. | Fatee Faces. Doctor makes a racket of his profession. Lowell Sherman, Lilg 
bia, Universal, United Artists and Rev. Dec. 13. Lee, Peggy Shannon. Dir. Sherman. ime, 83 mins. Rel. Oct. 13. Rey. 
independent stuff outside the fold. | Sport Parade. Novelty story. Joel McCrea, Marian Marsh, Wm. Gardan. . Nov. 29. 
and for local Or icine ito ae Dir. Dudley Murphy. Time. 65 mins. Rel, Nov. 11. Rev. Dec. 20. Fargo Express. Straight-shooting sacrifice in the career of & cow country 

wn SOr eos rpheum. J. J. Fried! Strange Justice. Oddities of the criminal code. Mae Marsh, Norman Foster, hero. _Ken Maynard, Helen Mack. Dir, Alan James, Time, 62 ming, 
Says that film contracts are being Reginald Denny. Dir. V. C. Schertzinger. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Oct. 7. Rel. Nov. 20. 
discussed now and that only details | 7 f 7 i Willy Forst, Trude von Molo | Hypnotized. Jam following a big sweepstakes win. Moran and Mack. pj 
: heft of the Mona Lisa, The. Foreign made. y . . e r. 
remain to be worked out. He avers Dir. G. Von Bolvary. Time, 83 mins. Rel, Oct. 21. Rev. Sept. 15. Mack Sennett. Rel. Dec. 26. Rev. Jan. 17. 
company is exactly in same posi- | Thirteen Women. From Tiffany Thayer's story of the power of suggestion. | Texas Buddles. Cowboy, veteray of the AEF, turns aviator to balk the vile 
tion with respect to product as a Ricardo Cortez, Irene Dunne. Dir. G. Archainbaud. Time, 60 mins. Rel Aue sa eee ee ‘roan Dir. R. N. Bradbury. Time, 57 ming, 
4 ; : . : coo Rel. Sept. 16. Rev. Oct. 18, . + 28. : + Dod. 
year ago. At that time, as now, Re Topaze. From the stage play of that title by Marcel Prevost. French story | Those We Love. A woman's understanding averts domestic tragedy. Mary 
points out, it did not have United of an innocent who gets wise to the way of municipal graft. John Barry- Astor, Lilyan Tashman, Kenneth McKenna. Dir. Robt. Florey. Time, 
Artists, having been unable to agree more, Myrna Loy, Albert Conti. Dir. Harry D’Arrast. 80 mins. Rel. 77 mins. Rel. Sept. 11. Rev. Sept. 20. 
on terms. Feb. 17. Rev. Feb. 14. Tombstone Canyon. Western, in which the hero tries to solve the mystery o 
Publ his birth, Ken Maynard, Cecilia Parker. Dir. Alan James Rel. Dec. oe 

ublix officials aver ‘Kid From . : ffices: 729 Seventh Ave., . ' . . i : - Dec. 26, 
Spain’ was offered them for Minne- United Artists ° New York, N. Y. Treating the Killer. HY ¥ she North henge 9 Dir. Herman C. Raymaker, 

: P = me mins, e ec, 4, ev. ec. 6. 
apolis, along with other U. A. prod-/¢ nara. Philip Merivale stage hit Ronald Colman, Kay Francis, Phyllis . : : allies she . 
uct, but refused because price was os 3arry. Dir. King Vidor. Time, 79 mins, Rel. Dec. 28, Rey. Jan. 3. Uptown New York. Married happiness and a past. Jack Oakie, Shirley Grey, 


felt to be too high. For ‘Kid From 
Spain’ U. A. wanted—and got from 
RKO Orpheum—35% of gross, and 
for ‘Cynara’ 25%. These terms were 
regarded as ‘out of all reason’. Pub- 
lix also turned down ‘Cavalcade’ for 
roadshow engagement because of 
lack of available theatre and also 
because of belief that concern might 
suffer a loss of good will when 
bringing in the film a short time 
later at the State at regular scale. 

Receiver is still negotiating with 
booth operators in Minneapolis. The 
operators have been asked to take 
a 25% cut. This is a smaller 
amount than in many situations, 
Officials dec!are. 

Latest house to be cast adrift by 
Publix Northwest is the Paramount. 
Fairbault, Minn. It was turned back 
to its owner ard former operator. 

















Hallelujah, I'm a Bum 
Jolson, 
lin. 
Kid from Spain, The, 
Mexico. 
118 mins. Rel. Ja 
Magic Night. Viennes 
Time, 79 mins. R 
Mr. Robinson Crusoe. 
Maria Alba. Dir. 
Sept. 27. 
Perfect Understanding. 
Laurence Olivier, 








Wm. Gargan. 


Studio: Universal City, 


Cahn. 74 mins. 
Air Mail, The. 


Nov. 3. 


Atl American, The. 
Mack. Time, 73 m 








Destination Unknown. 








Bill Glaser, who will operate it 
again. 
Since cold weather has moder- 


ated and product improved, business 
has picked up substantially, State, 
Minneapolis, circuit's leading house, 
had three winning weeks in a row 
with ‘Strange Interlude’, ‘Sign of 
the Cross’ and ‘State Fair’, 


Reade Self-Operating 
His Mayfair on B’way 


After an eleventh hour reopening 
of rent readjustment negotiations 
between Walter Reade and RKO 
over the Mayfair, New York, on eve 
of house's closing as an RKO thea- 
tre Thursday night (2), the breach 
became definite and Reade, Friday 
(3), decided to operate it himself. | 

Reade reopened kouse Saturday 
(4) with ‘Race Track’ (World Wide) 
on a grind policy and has booked 
*Crime of the Century’ (Par), ‘Tribal 
Wars’ (British-Gaumont) and ‘M,' 
Ufa production for which American 
rights were recently purchased by 
Joseph Plunkett, associated with 
Reade. House will be exploited as 
the ‘Cinema of all Nations.’ 

Empire operators are in house at 
union saving of over $800 a week. 

Rent under RKO lease which had 
seven years to go stood at $270,000 
annually. Circuit turned down 
Reade'’s offer to cut rent to $100,000, 

Leo Justin is manager under 
Reade. 


Theatre Suit Maybe 


Rochester, N. Y¥., March 6. 
Henry E. Curtis of Trevose, Pa., 
son of George D. Curtis, pioneer 
Rochester film theatre owner, may 
have to sue his sister to determine 
ownership of a $30,000 mortgage on 
the Strand theatre, The legal 











O’Brien, Ralph Bell 
Fourth Horseman, The. 


Laughter in Hell. 

Edw. Cahn. 
Mummy, The. 
Dir. Karl Freund. 


72 mi 


Rel. Jan. 26. Rev. 


Okay America. 
hern. Dir, 


Old Dark House. 


Time, 70 mins, 


Once in a Lifetime. 


Sept. 22, Rev. Nov 
Rome Express, The. 


Original. 
Dir. 


Terror Trail. 
Ray Hatton. 
Feb. 14, 


They Just Had to Get 
couple. 
Rel. Jan. 5. 


Studios: Burbank, 
Calif. 


Big City Blues. 


Blessed Event. Columnis 
Roy Del Ruth. Tim 


Ex-Lady. 
mond, Frank McHu 


Daniels, 
Dick Powell, 


Girl Missing. Two girls 
Lyon, Mary Brian, 
Mar. 4, 

Hard to Handle. 


Haunted Gold. 
Wright. 58 mins. 


! Am a Fugitive. From t 


19. 
Illegal. 


Rev. Nov. 15. 


1 mins. Rel. A 


Keyhole, The. 


ug. 


King’s Vacation, The. F 
out to visit his first 











Nov. 22, 


Madge Evans, Harry Langdon, 
Dir. Lewis Milestone. 


Cantor, Lyda Roberti. 


Dir, Cyril Gardner, 


Rain. Jeanne Eagles’ famous stage hit. 
Time, 92 mins. 


Calif. 

Afrald to Talk. From the stage 
Eric Linden, Sidney Fox, 
Rel. Nov. 17. 


Commercial flying thrill sto 
Gloria Stuart, Slim Summerville. 
Rev. Nov. 8. 


Football story. Rich. Arlen, Gloria Stuart. Dir. Russel! 


Adventure on a rum runner adrift in the Pacific. 


Tom Mix, Margaret Lindsay. Dir. 
Sept. 29. Rev. Jan. 31. 


Chain gang story. 
Mystery thriller, 
Nagana. Tropical drama. Tala Birell, 


Columnist story. 
Tay Garnett. Time, 


A night of terror in an En 
loff, Melvyn Douglas, 
Rel, Oct. 20. Rev. Novy. 1. 


Hollywood satire from the stage 
Sidney Fox, Alice MacMahon, 


British made. 
Ralston, Conrad Veidt. Dir, Walter Forde. 85 mins. Rev. Feb. 28. 


Slim Summerville, 
Rev. Feb. 14. 


Country boy comes to 
Joan Blondell, Eric Linden. 
Sept. 10. Rev. Sept. 18, 


An experimental marriage strikes a snag. Bette Davis, Gene Ray- 
42d Street. A musical production with the theatre ag 


Warner Baxter, Ruby Keeler, George 
Guy Kibbee. 


Cagney as 
Dir. Mervyn Le Roy. 


Search for gold in a haunted mine. John Wayne. 
Muni, Glenda Farrell, 


British made ang | ofa ie a British cast and director. Time, 
e ct. 4. 


A woman finds herself the wife of 
George Brent, Glenda Farrell. 





- Al Jolson introduces the new ‘rhythmic dialogue.’ 
Frank Morgan, Chester Conk- 
80 mins. Rel. Feb. 3. Rev. Feb. 14. 
Eddie Cantor masquerades as a bull fighter down in 
Dir. Leo. McCarey. Time (roadshow), 
n. 21. Rev. Nov. 22. 

e operetta. Jack Buchanan. 
el. Nov. 2. Rev. Nov. 8. 
Adventures in the South Seas. 
Edw. Sutherland. Time, 72 mins. 


Dir. Herbert Wilcox. 


Douglas Fairbanks, 
Rel. Sept. 21. Rev. 


Swanson original laid in England. Gloria Swanson, 
Genevieve Tobin, Sir Nigel Playfair, John Halliday. 
84 mins. Rel, Feb. 22, Rev. Feb. 28. 


Joan Crawford, Walter Huston. Dir. 
Rel. Oct. 12. Rev. Oct. 18. 


e Offices: 730 Fifth Ave., 
Univer sal New York, N. Y. 


lay ‘Merry-Go-Round’ about crooked politics. 
ully Marshall, Louis Calhern. Dir. Edw. L. 
Rev. Dec. 20. 


BK Pat O’Brien, Ralph Bellamy, 
Dir. John Ford. Time, 85 mins. Rel. 


ins. Rel. Oct. 13. Rev. Oct. 14. 


Pat 
amy, Betty Compson. Dir. Ray Garnett. Rel. Mar. 2. 


Original story. Western with the ghost town basis. 
Hamilton McFadden. 67 mins. Rel. 


Pat O’Brien, Merna Kennedy. Dir. 
Rel. Jan. 12. Rey. Jan. 17, 


Boris Karloff, Zita Johann, David Manners. 
Dec. 22. Rev. Jan. 10. 


Melvyn Douglas. Die. B. L. Frank. 


ns. 
Rel. 


eb, 21 


Lew Ayres, Maureen O'Sullivan, Louis Cal- 


80 mins. Rel. Sept. 8 Rev. Sept. 13. 
lish country home. Boris Kar- 
loria Stuart. Dtr. Jas. Whale. 


play. Jack Oakie, 
Dir. Russell Mack. Time, 90 mins. Rel. 


Chas. Laughton, 


+ 
Grand Hotel on a French train. Esther 


Tom Mix western. 


Naomi Judge, Arthur Rankin, 
Armand Schaeffer, 


55 mins. Rel Feb. 2 Rey. 


Married. Matrimonial adventures of 


a newlyrich 
Zasu Pitts, Dir. HBdw. 


Ludwig. 71 mins. 


Offices: 321 W. 44th St, 
New York, N. Y. 

New York for thrilling experiences. 

Dir. Mervyn Le Roy. Time, 68 mins. Rel. 


Warner Brothers 


t story. Lee Tracy, 


ae Mary srian, Allen Jenkins. Dir. 
e, 


mins. Rel, Sept. 10. Rev. Sept. 6. 


sh. Dir. Robert Florey. 67 mins. Rel. April 38. 


the background. Bebe 
Brent, Ginger Rogers, 
Dir. Lloyd Bacon, 89 min. Rel, Mar. 1L, 


cleverly foil a kidnapping plot. Glenda Farrell, Ben 
Peggy Shannon. Dir. Robt, Florey. 69 mins, Rel. 


a high powered promoter. 


Cagney, Mary Brian. 
8i mins. Rel. Jan. 28 Rev. 


Feb, 7, 
Dir. Mack 
Rel, Dec. 17. Rev. Jan, 17, 

he story ‘I Am a Fugitive from a Chain Gang.’ 


Paul 
Dir. Mervyn Le Roy. 


Time, 93 mins. Rel. Nov. 


Rev. O 


two men. Kay Francis, 
Dir. Michael Curtiz. Rel. Mar. 26. 

rom a story by Ernest Pascal. The king takes timo 
wife. Geo. Arliss, Dir. John Adolfi, 62 mins. Rel, 

















Dir. Victor Schertzinger, Time, 74 mins. Rel. Dec. 4, Rev. Dec. 13, 


Miscellaneous Releases 


Bachelor Mother, The. (Hollywood Pro.) Original. 
an old ladies’ home walks into tragedy. 
Margaret Seddon. Dir, Chas. Hutchinson, 
Feb. 21. 


A mother borrowed from 
Evalyn Knapp, Jas. Murra, 
69 mins. Rel. Jan. 3. Rev, 


Big Payoff, The. (Capital.) From a Peter B. Kyne story. Barbara Kent, 
J. Farrell. MacDonald, Glen Tryon, Matt Moore. 71 mins. Rel. Jan. 16, 


Rev. Jan. 24. 

Big Town, The. (Invincible.) Vice crusade story. Lester Vail, Frances 
Dade. Dir. Arthur Hoerle. 57 mins. Rev. Dec. 27. 

Face on the Bar Room Floor The. (Invincible.) Temperance discussion, 
Dulcie Cooper, Bramwell Fietcher. Dir, Bert Bracken, Time, 65 ming, 
Rel. Oct. ev. Oct. 18. 


Footsteps in the Night. (Auten.) Myst 
rice Elvery, Time, 59 mins. RX. 
Goona Goona. (First Div.) Love charms on the Island of Bali. 
- Roosevelt, Armand Denis. Rel. Nov. 26. Rev. Sept. 20, 
Hotel Variety. (Capital.) Grand Hotel in an actors boarding house. Hal 
Skelly, Olive Borden, Dir. Raymond Canncn. 71 mins. Rev. Jan. 10. 
Jungle Killer. (Century.) Expose of wild game hunting in Africa, With lece 
ture. Rel. Nov. 25. Rev. Nov. 29. 
Manhattan Tower. (Remington.) Suggestive of 
in an office building. Mary Brian, 
Strayer. 62 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. 
Racing Strain, The. (Irving-Maxim.) 
stuff. Wally Reid, Jr. Dir. Jerome Storm. 68 mins. 
Red-Haired Alibi, The. (Tower.) Gangster story. Merna mapnety, 
on ao Dir. Christy Cabanne. Time, 75 mins. Rel. Oct. 3i. 
ct. 25. 
Scarlet Week End. 
Theo. 
Nov. 1. 


Tex Takes a Holiday. 


A Grama. Benita Hume. Dir. Mau- 
Se k 


Dir. Andree 


‘Skyscraper Souls.’ 
Irene Rich, Jas. Hall. 
Rev. Dec. 20. 


Original of the auto races with air 


Romance 
Dir. Frank 


Thea, 
Rev. 


(Irving.) Murder at a house 


Doroth 
Von Eltz. Dir. Willis Kent. Time, 


Rel. 


Party. 


Revier, 
68 mins. 


ct. Rev, 


(Argosy). All multi-color western of a 
Stranger. Wallace MacDonald, Virginia Brown Faire, 
Nietz. 59 mins. Rev. Dec, 13. 


Woman In Chains. (Auten.) Tragedy of a woman tied to an hypochondriag, 
Eng. cast. Dir. Basil Dean. Time, 68 mins, Rel. Nov. 18. ev. Nov. 22, 


. . 
Foreign Language Films 
(Note: Because of the slow movement of foreign films, this list covers one 
year of releases.) 
(Most of these available with English titles.) 


A Nous la Liberte. (Auten) (French). Comedy drama. Henri Marchand, 
Raymond Cordy. Dir. Rene Clair. 93 mins. Rel. May. 


Alone (Russ.) (Amkino). Dir. Trauborg. 68 mins. Rel. May 24, 


Barberina, die Taenzerin von Sansoucl. (Capital) (German). Rococco musical 
comedy. Lil Dagover, Otto Gebuehr. Dir, Carl roelich. 83 mins, 
Rel. Nov. 20. 
Brand In der Oper. (Capital) (German). 
Dir. Carl Froelich. Rel, July 19. 
Broken Vow, The. (Capital) (Polish). From a novel. 
M. Cybulski. 89 mins. Rel. Aug. 2%. 
Cinq Gentleman Maudit (Protex) (French). 
Harry Baur. Dir. Julien Duvivier, 
Clown George (Russ.) (Amkino). A clown saves the nation. Dtr. Soloviev, 
8 mins. Rel. Aug. 21. Rev. Sept. 13, 

Coiffeur Pour Dames (Paramount) (French), 
0 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. Nov. 8. 
Das Nachtigall Madel (Capital) (Ger). Love in Hawali. Dtr. Leo Lasky, 

0 mins. Rel, Jan. 15. Rey. Jan. 31, 
Das Schoene Abenteuer (German) (Protex). 


mysterious 
Dir. Alvin J, 


Musical drama. Gustay Froelich, 
Krystyna Ankwicas, 
Mystery drama. Rene Lefevre, 
78 mins. Rel. Jan. Rey, Jan. 24. 


Musical farce. Fernand Gravey. 


Romantic comedy. Kaethe 


von Nagy. Dir. Reinhold Schunzel. 83 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 13. 

David Golder (French) (Protex), Drama. Harry Baur. Dir. Julien Duvivier. 
90 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 25. 

Der Ball (German) (Protex). Domestic comedy. Dolly Haas. Dir. Wilhelm 
Thiele. 83 mins. Kel. Oct. 9. 

Der Falsche Ehemann (German) (Protex). Farce. Dir. Jchannes Guter, 
85 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Ct. 33. 

Der Falsche Feldmarschal. (Capital) (German). Military musical. Vlasta 


Burian. Dir. Carl Lamac. Time, 81 mins. Rel. July 12. 


Der Hauptmann von Kopenick (Kinematrade) (Ger). Comedy. Max Adalbert, 
Dir. Richard Oswald. 96 mins. Rel. Jan, 15. Rev. Jan, 24, 


Der Herr Burovorsteher. (Capital) (Ger), Felix Bressart, Herman Thimig. 
Dir. Hans Behrendt. Time, 86 mins. Rel. June 10. 


Der Schwartze Hussar (Protex) (Ger.), Costume romance. 


Conrad Veidt, 
Dir, Gerhard Lamprecht, 90 mins. Rel. Dec. 1, 


Rev. Jan. 3. 


Diary of a Revolutionist (Russ.) (Amkino). Dir. Urinov. 80 mins, Rel. June 
Rev. June 14. 
Die Biumenfrau von Lindenau (German) (Protex). Comedy. Renate Muel- 


ler, Hansi Niese. Dir. Georg Jacoby. 70 mins. 





feb. : Rel. July 1. Rev. July 12. 
tangle was disclosed after the the- Feb. 28. Rev. Jan, 24, Die Csikos Baroness. (Capital) (Ger. Hung). Musical comedy. Gretl Theimer, 
atre man's will was probated over | Lawyer Man. Inside story of the profession. William Powell, Joan Blondel. Paul Vincenti. Dir. Ernst Verebes. Time, 82 mins. Rel. April 1. 
the objections of Mrs. Frances Dir. Wm. Dieterle. 68 mins. Rel. Jan. 7% Rev. Jan. 3. Die Lustigen Weiber von Wien. ‘Capital) (Ger). Willy Forst, Irene Elsinger. 
Curtis of Lakewood, Fla., second | One Way Passage. Love develops for a prisoner, Kay Francis, William Pow- Dir. Geza von Bolvary, Time, 97 nins, Rel. July 1. 

— 4 4 ell, Dir. Tay Garnett. Time, 69 mins. Rel. Oct. 22. Rev. Oct, 18, Dien ! n (Ne 7 Gq si ’ , Onge 
wife of the deceased enst Is Dienst. w Era) (Ger), Musical. Ralph Robs rts, Lucie Eng 
Curti had ‘ ssigned tl $30,000 Parachute Jumper, The. Two ex-marines and a girl who go aloft. Doug. lische. Dir. Carl Bosse. Time, 84 mins. Rel. June 8. 
urllis had assigne 18 ' Fairbanks, Jr., Bette Davis. Dir. Alfred E. Green. 72 mins. Rel. | Eine Nacht in Paradies (Kinematrade) (Ger). Musical comedy. Anny Ondra, 
mortgage to his daughter, Mrs. Jan, 28. Rev. Jan. 31, 99 mins. Rel. Feb. 1, Rev, Feb. 28. ’ 
Katherine Curtis Widman of this Ride Him, Cowboy. Western cowboy story. John Wayne. Dir. Fred Allen. ; be : "eet : , , Patota 
city. The mortgage was practi- Time, 65 mins, Rei. Aug. 27, Kev. Nov. 1, — os extant won! L Rew take ew ee Se ae 
cally the whole estate, but in the | Scarlet Dawn. Russian refugees in Constantinople. Doug Fairbanks, Jr., | ¢; ; : ‘, ~ 3 : i ; 
will he lett $8,000 each to Mrs. Wid- Ree Kos ee Ran vashman, Dir. Wm. Dieterle. Time, 58 mins. | =!" Conrad Wien 7 wie “Rel Mayen Musical. Lien Deyers. Dir. 
’ hag el. NOV. 12, Rev, Nov. 8. = 4 _ : as 
man and Mrs. Jennie Bertsch and | guccesstul Calamity, A. Merchant pretends poverty to check family’s ex- | ©! Hombre Que Asesino Kam gun© (Spanish). Rosita Moreno, Ricardo 
$2,000 to another daughter, Ruth. travagance. George Arliss, Mary Astor, Evalyn Knapp. Dir. John G. Puga. 70 mins. Rel. April 15, 
The son was named residuary lega- Adolfi. Time, 72 mins. Rel. Sept. 17. Rev. Sept. 27. Ein Walzer von Strauss. (Capital) (Ger). Musical. Gustav Froelich. Dir. 
tee and executor. All are children] Telegraph Trail. Difficulties encountered in the building of the telegraph. Conrad Weins. 89 mins, Rel. March 10, 
by his first wife. John i wank McHugh, Marceline Day. Dir. Tenny Wright. 55 rales Uaitorme (Russ) (Amkino). Dir, Lopashinski. 63 mins, Rel. Nov. 
¥ mins. tel. Mar, ° tev. Nov. 29. 
The Fenyvessy Brothers operat 5 : aa ; 7 ; 
the lbh oe ll . ore Two Gpetact the World. Constance Bennett in a murder jam. Dir. Archie | Friederike (Kinematrade) (Ger). Dramatic operetta based on Goethe's life. 
stranc ce . Mayo. Time, 71 mins. Rel. Sept. & Rev. Aug. 23. Mady Christians, 90 mins. Rel, March 15, Rev, Feb. 28. 
wagered Aiton. vier 9 “see aevguture. Under superviston of Wynant | Gitta P wee nag ve tae (Capital) (Ger). Musical comedy. Gitta Alpar, 
; ard, F.A.G.S. Rel. April 8. ‘ustav Froelich. Dir. Cart Froelich. 99 mins. Rel»«Oct. 4 
NEW CHICAGO EX ig ins. Rel~Oct. 4. 
acs EXCHANGE Wax Museum, The. Original. (Technicolor.) Mystery and thrilla in a wax | Gloria. (German) (New Era), Transatlantic aviation drama. Gustay Froeh- 
Chicago, March, 6. works. Lionel Atwill, Fay Wray, Glenda Farrel. Dir, Michael Curtiz. | lich, Brigitte Helm. 75 mins. Rel. Nov. Rey. Nov. 
P Majestic Pictures, indie producer- 78 mins. Rel. Feb, 18. Rev. Feb,’ 21, | Golden Wauatein (Russian) (Amkino), Dir. Yutkevitch. 80 mins. Fel. April 
istrib outfit, incorporated a mid- 9. Rey. April 19. 
Western exchange here last week. World Wide Omteaes “ee ents Y | ronnnnte’ Wales ee ane aes. Comedy. Felix Bressart. Dir. 
y j isi g p ™ . ‘ Y= or Janson. » Inins, tel. Jan, 1, tev. Jan. 17. 
B. N. Judell will be division sales Auction in Souls. From Eugene O'Neill's play ‘Recklossness.’ Conrad Nagel, | House of Death (Russ.) (Amki Bas et li i ‘ed 
manager with headquarters on film Leila Hyams. Dir, Victor Schertzinger. Rel. Jan. 29. See” he ine, el. Aue an’ csi “1. postolevaky oi. ie, Fee- 
row. Exchange is incorporated for | Between Fighting Men. Conflict between the sheep men and cattle rainers Hurrah. E ye ‘ “<“ ital gs yong lage a : 
$25,000. en Maynard, Ruth Hail. Dir. Forrest Sheldon. Time, 62 mins. Rel eda Be oA oo jacobs. ht Fares, Max Adalbert, Ida Wuest, Lucia 
States of Illinois, Indiana, Mis- Oct. 16. Kev. Feb, 14. char ay Sar tt Se aw. Sn Be, 
souri and Wisconsin will be serviced Breach of Promise. The ruin of a man’s career. Chester Morria, May Clarke, | tate +t a 7 ming. Hele Jan eenserian). Fast farce. Dir. Szeke's Ist 
ary Doran, r, Paul Stein, me mina. Oct. 23. Hey. leas ey ee te ee ee 
from here, . Kel. 


(Continued on page 55) 
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Al P. Ban on News for Air Seems Sure, 
Refused NBC Request on Walsh Death 


6 





Two moves by the Associated 
Press last week indicate that its 
board of directors at the April meet- 
ing will, in response to the results 
of a poll now being compiled, vote 
to ban the broadcasting of A.P. 
news by the radio chains. Under- 
stood that the poll to date shows 
that members of the news service 
have, by an overwhelming majority, 
expressed themselves in favor of 
taking this course toward the net- 
works. 

That the news gathering organi- 
gation has already revised its policy 
to conform with the expressed ma- 
jority sentiment was evidenced when 
it issued an order to its editors to 
‘play down’ anything concerning the 
broadcasting of spot news events, 
the inaugural ceremonies being the 
topic immediately in mind. Another 
incident last week had to do with 
the blank refusal of the A.P. to al- 
low NBC to use its name as au- 
thority for the broadcasting of a 
bulletin on the death of Senator 
Thomas J. Walsh. 

Network got a flash of the Sena- 
tor’s death over its own Washington 
wire, but to make sure of its au- 
thenticity it called the A.P. both for 
confirmation and authority to give 
credit to the news service in broad- 
casting the item. Answer handed 
the chain was that under no cir- 
cumstances should it assume to con- 
nect the A:P. with the broadcast of 
a news bulletin. Retort took the 
chain by surprise as it was the first 
time that it had been turned down 
in this regard. 

INS Permission 


Next source NBC turned to was 
International News Service. From 
somebody on the news desk it ob- 
tained confirmation and authority to 
use the INS tag on the Walsh dis- 
patch and the bulletin was broad- 
cast. Later in the day Joe Connolly, 
INS prez, heard what happened and 
went into a burnup against the net- 
work. He accused NBC of pulling a 
fast one on the INS news desk and 
advised that hereafter it wasn’t to 
use the INS name unless the au- 
thority came from him or the INS 
general manager. W. R. Hearst, 
who has his own string of stations, 
with WINS. the New York outlet, 
owns International News Service. 

Questionnaire sent to its members 
by the A.P. listed 10 questions. 
Queries, in essence, asked whether 
the members were in favor of per- 
mitting the air chains to broadcast 
news items of any sort or circum- 
stance, and whether they favored 
making the same denial to members 
who operated their own stations, or 
had a station affiliation. Also among 
the questions was one asking 
whether they favored requesting the 
A. P. board of directors to use their 
Own judgment on the situation, re- 
gardless of the 1925 resolution of 
the membership which permitted the 
broadcasting of items of transcen- 
dental public importance. 


Radio Pair’s Show Does 
Fairly on Break-In 


San Francisco, Mar. 6. 

Cecil and Sally, radio script duo, 
open at the President next Saturday 
(11) in the show Johnny Patrick 
(Cecil) wrote and is backing him- 
self. 

Production broke in at the Fulton, 
Oakland, last week and did fair biz. 
It’s the alr pair’s first stage appear- 
ance and is priced at $1 top. 
Clarence Mayer is doing the pub- 
licity. 

The President, dark since Sam 
Harris folded a film-stage policy 
last fall, reopened last week with 
straight film. 


Adams WMCA V-P 


John T. Adams, who until recently 
Was engaged in organizing a third 
broadcasting chain for Walter 
Whetstone, Philly utilities magnate, 
has become a vice-president of the 
company operating WMCA, New 
York. Connection does not entail 
a WMCA buy-in on the part of 
Adams. 

After employing Adams to do a 
@urvey on the possibilities of a third 
chain, and to obtain options on 
geveral transmitters around the 
country, Whetstone decided that the 
time was not opportune and aban- 
doned both his plans and options 
totalling around $60,000. 

Adams also headed the Judson 
Radio Program Corp., which dis- 
solved about a year ago. 
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Figure Lent, Too 





Advertisers now figure on a 
percentage of listener loss dur- 
ing Lent. No survey has as 
yet been taken to dertermine 
the extent of the drop, but it 
is known that in the more 
thickly populated Cathclic 
centers, such as Boston and the 
Buffalo area, night time church 
attendance depletes radio’s au- 
dience, 

It has also been ascertained 
that the more observing relig- 
ionists even make it a practice 
of keeping the tubes dark 
throughout the Lenten period, 
classing this form of entertain- 
ment with the theatre. Per- 
centage involved here, however, 
isn’t substantial enough, say 
the advertisers, to concern 
them. 














Pershing Denies Air 
Contract and GT&R 
May Call Off Time 


Denial by General John Pershing 
that he has contracted to broadcast 
for General Tire and Rubber, on a 
program the commercial is sched- 
uled to launch via NBC March 15, 
has the network’s Chicago office 
busy trying to get itself out of a 


tangle. Chain had announced the 
general's personal air appearance 
in anticipation of his okaying the 
contract. Because of the jam there 
is now some doubt whether General 
Tire will go on the air at the stated 
time, if at all. 

Sales order on the program came 
through to NBC from the Chicago 
offices Feb. 20 and described the 
type of show as a ‘musical and 
dramatic presentation with General 
Pershing.’ Capt. G. E. Adamson, 
the general’s secretary stationed in 
Washington, saw the published item 
and sent it on to the former A.E.F. 
leader, who was then sojourning at 
Tucson, Ariz. General Pershing 
then wired his aide that ‘there is not 
a word of truth in report of any 
contract by me for broadcasting 
now or at any other time.’ 

Capt. Anderson has sent a copy 
of this message to the papers 
which carried the General Rubber 
and Tire story. 


Walkouts Walk Back 
To ‘Happy-Go-Lucky’ 


Los Angeles, Mar. 6. 


Two of the ‘Happy-Go-Lucky’ 
hour artists, who walked out of the 
Don Lee CBS program, have re- 
turned, refusing to continue with Al 
and Cal Pearce on the rival ‘Happy’ 
program’starting today (Mon.) over 
KFI, and the NBC coast group. 

Pair are Norman Neilson, tenor 
and comic, and Hazel Warner, blue 
singer, both of whom have been 
favs on the hour for two years. 

Neilson and Miss Warner will be 
spotted on the daily ‘Happy’ hour 
from KHJ, while the two coast 
chains continue to make faces at 
each other with threats of litigation 
from the Don Lee outfit because of 
an intention to use the ‘Happy-Go- 
Lucky’ designation on the new NBC 
rrogram. 











L.&M. Pondering Cut 


As a preliminary gesture to the 
cig account’s likely foldup on the 
CBS schedule April 1, Chesterfield 
has given Lennie Hayton’s band 
four weeks’ notice. There is a pos- 
sibility the firm may change its 
mind and stay on beyond that date, 
but with the periods reduced from 
six to three a week. 

That angle is now being discussed 
by the Liggett & Myers board of 
directors. 


KPO’s Changes 
San Francisco, March 6. 
Signal Oil has renewed its “Tar- 


WANT ‘CHINKS’ RULED OUT 


Coast Chinese Vice-Consul 
Protest Against Term 





Files 





Los Angeles, March 6. 

Yi-seng S. Kiang, Chinese vice- 
consul here, is again campaigning 
against radio’s consistent reference 
to Chinese as ‘Chinks’. 

Through the consulate’s attorney, 
Sam Schwartzberg, it is requested 
that both CBS and NEC issue per- 
manent rulings against certain 


.|songs deemed detrimental to Ori- 


entals, particularly ‘Minnie the 


Moocher’ and ‘Limehouse Blues’. 


HALF OF NBC’S 
ACCOUNTS USE 
GIVEAWAYS 


Over 50% of NBC’s commercials 
are now making giveaway offers. 
Indicates that the trend among ad- 
vertisers is sironger now than ever 
to obtain direct sales response for 
the radio money they’re spending. 
Half of the offers necessitate send- 
ing in a wrapper or carton of the 
product to show that an actual pur- 
chase had been mada. 

Of the network’s 107 accounts 
making offers of some kind last 
week 50% use a novelty for the en- 
ticing; jigsaw puzzles, magic 
paraphernalia, toothbrush handles, 
while next in proportion, or 20%, are 
booklet giveaways. Remaining 21% 
make the come-on wrinkle a sam- 
ple of the product. 

Few commercials seem inclined 
to take advantage of the network’s 
permission to quote prices in their 
programs. Of the 60 accounts 
handled through the NBC office in 
New York, only 10 mention the price 
of their product while broadcasting, 
and all but two of these 10 are in 
the daytime category. 


HENDERSON’S KWKH IN 
MIDST OF ROW AGAIN 


Birmingham, March 6. 
W. K. Henderson, of KWKH, 
Shreveport, probably is head man 
for eternally getting into scraps in 
this sector. Reports out of Shreve- 
port say he is now having trouble 
holding his station as WWL, New 
Orleans, is after Henderson’s air 
lane at 850 kilocycles. 
WSPA, Spartanburg, 8. C., is 
also seeking Henderson's facilities. 
Those stalking Henderson’s time 
contend that financial back-sets 
make it practically impossible for 
Henderson to maintain his station, 
that KWKH is trying to obtain a 
renewal of license on half time 
operation. 
Henderson’s station has” been 
used time and again for battles. He 
attracted nation wide attention by 
waging a fight against chain stores 
and selling coffee at $1 a pound to 
finance the campaign. Then came 
the presidential campaign and be- 
lieve it or not he was for Hoover. 
That was the limit for the south. 
Recently he has had to resort to 
disks for talent. This is another 
reason why opposition has devel- 
oped over his renewal of license, 

















BURNS-ALLEN RENEWED 
Hollywood, March 6. 
Burns and Allen will stick with 
the Robert Burns show over CBS 
for another 13 weeks. 
Option for the extension has been 
taken up by the advertiser. Burns 
and Allen program does not reach 
the coast. 





For a Tenor 





Pittsburgh, March 6. 

It’s tenors now instead of 
crooners who lead women to do 
strange things. 

Betty Barrett, would-be su- 
icide, was rushed to a hos- 
pital after taking poison and 
told authorities that she could 
just die listening to Paul Gan- 
non. She had poured a vial 
down her throat as Gannon’s 
voice floated over the air, 
in his nightly WCAE program. 
The girl will live. 

It’s the best publicity break 
a tenor has had here in years. 


Radio Listings Should 
Be Paid For, but Pubs 
Vague on Collection 














Chicago, March 6. 

Inland Daily Press Association 
had its quarterly meeting here at 
the Hotel Morrison last week, and, 
as usual, devoted a good deal of 
time to radio. <A resolution was 
unanimously passed, with little or 
no argument, to the effect that 
radio listings should be classified 
as advertising. However, this ex- 
pression of opinion was just that. 
There were no teeth in it and there 
was no pledging of the member- 


ship to a rigid policy. As before 
individual publishers will decide 
their own attitude. 

Much debate was brought out, 
and no decision arrived at, regard- 
ing a resolution to restrict news 
broadcasting. One faction wanted 
the group to request that A.P. and 
U.P. deny the networks’ access to 
wire flashes on news events for 
broadcasting purposes. This reso- 
lution was tabled and will be 
brought up again at the May meet- 
ing. 

Sponsoring Lists 


Meanwhile, many of the 245 mem- 
bers of the Inland Assn. seem to 
think that the best solution of radio 
listings is to have some local ad- 
vertiser ‘sponsor’ them. In other 
words, the listings to be included 
in and as part of display space by 
a department store, etc. The daily 
would then capitalize the service 


sting of publicizing advertising 
programs and not sharing in the 
profit. 

In passing their resolution that 
radio lists should be considered ad- 
vertising the Inland publishers did 
not specify how agate lineage rates 
could be collected. It is pointed out 
that on weekly programs the agate 
line cost of a listing might be 19 
cents, or some such sum, and that 
the bookkeeping problem alone 
would be staggering if the policy 
embodied in the resolution was car- 
ried to its logical conclusion, 


Shipman’s Air Scripts 


Sammy Shipman, playwright, Is 
going radio. 

Shipman is slated to script for 
NBC, being the first commercial 
dramatist of his calibre to go over 
into the ether field. 














Chain Income from Time Sales 


NBC 











zan’ transcription on NBC-KPO, but 
cut it from five to three days a week. | 
A series of five minute health talks | 
on discs for Nujol makers is another | 
KPO account. 

Lineoln Finance has jerked its 
Sunday p. m. program from same 


station. 


| 








1933 1932 1931 1930 
January Perey Ps $2,634,447 $1,989,497 $1,418,979 
February .seccasee- 1,706,602 2,571,609 1,924,778 1,347,847 
Total ..soscccsccce $3,545,947 $5,206,056 $3,914,275 $2,766,826 

1933 1932 1931 1930 
January 652000000 $950,057 $1,348,842 $692,114 $644,685 j 
February .eseoseess 893,018 1,319,414 750,621 524,728 | 
ory Ter reer ee $1,843,075 $2,668,256 $1,442,735 $1,169,413 || 
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and get paid for it, taking away the | 


Slight Feb. Drop for Both Webs, 
NBC, 8Y; CBS, 6% Under Jan. Sales; 
March Better but Take April Rap 


February saw another dip in time 
sales revenue for both NBC and 
Columbia, Although the drop, com- 
pared to the previous month, was 
small the difference between this 
year’s February and that of 32 
makes a 33% clip for NBC and a 
slide of 32% for CBS. 

On the basis of new contracts 
ind renewals closed in the past 
two weeks, the chains feel that 
March will show an appreciable 
margin over the February level. 

Facilities’ turnover for February 
gave NBC a net billing of $1,706,- 
602, or 8% less than was garnered 
in January. Total for Jan. was 
$1,839,345. On the Columbia books 
the February sale of time brought 
a net of $893,018, a 6% slip on the 
difference between this figure and 
January’s $950,057. Other compar- 
ative totals from time sales are 
noted in table in the adjoining col- 
umn. 

Both chains anticipate a hard 
wallop in April when several of 
their big money accounts, notably 
the motor and cigaret group, are 
slated to leave the air. 

Among the customers due to start 
during March on NBC are Quaker 
Oats, Best Foods and Richfield Oil, 
while Columbia has chalked up 
Louis Phillippe cosmetics, A. §. 
Boyle Co., floorwax, Fitch shaving 
cream and an evening series for 
Jad Salts, 


AGENCY PULLS ’N’ PUTS 
BACK KTAB ACCOUNTS 


San Francisco, March 6. 

Frank Wright agency, of Oakland, 
tangled with KTAB over stud'o ac- 
commodations for a sponsored pro- 
gram, withdrew all its accounts 
from the station, but returned 
them the next day. 

Wright built an air and studio 
act, the Cotton Pickers for an Oak- 
land credit clothing firm, even using 
scenery to background the colored 
sextet. Ad man wanted studio au- 
diences to remain after Cotton 
Pickers for another program, but 
station was unable to accommodate 
the crowd because Tarzana Hill 
Billies (commerctal) followed and 
also played to studio crowds. 
Wright burned and tore up all his 
contracts, Next day, after his cli- 
ents had squawked, Wright ap- 
peared at the studio and returned 
all accounts to the air. 

Station press agent, in an un- 
guarded moment, included a chron- 
icle of the event in his weekly pub- 
licity letter. 


Bickle Won't Discuss 
Critchfield Destiny 


Chicago, March 6. 

Roy Bickle, vice-president in 
charge of the Critichfield Agency 
here, refused to affirm, deny, or dis- 
cuss the reported liquidation of the 
agency. Subject has been generally 
discussed for the past week in ad- 
vertising and radio circles here, 

Critchfield has been known in 
radio as one of the strongest de- 
fenders and users of spot (disc) pro- 
grams as against network hookups. 
Frank Steele is the agency’s local 
radio exec, 

In expressing the agency’s un- 
willingness to make any comment 
on the reports, Bickle implied that 
the status would be clarified in 
three weeks. Interrogated if a de- 
cision on liquidating would be made 
at or by that time Bickle responded, 
‘Now, you’re asking questions.’ 


Gets Old Kole Back 
Chicago, March 6. 
Billy Barth will be permitted by 




















NBC to play the boy reporter in 
the revived and revamped ‘Key- 
stone Chronicle’ program, which 
starts March 19 under Yeastfoam 
|auspices. Barth created this role in 
lthe former series sponsored by an- 
| other advertised a couple of years 
lago. His resumption was threat- 
ened by NBC's rule that employes 
may not double. However, this an- 
gle has been adjusted 

Retitled ‘Northwestern Chronicle,’ 
the program will include Bernar- 


dine Flynn, Dolores Gillen and Mer- 
rill Fugit. Paul Rhymer authoring. 
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Inside Stuf—Radio 


Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborne agency has made it a practice of | 


first finding out from the performer who is the official agent before talk- 
ing terms. Policy applies for all professionals. 

{ the agency is inierested in an artist it makes the approach direct. If | 
the artist prefers to have a rep handle negotiation that’s okay with B&B} 
as long as the agent is given exclusive authorization. Two exceptions, 
however, are the network artists’ bureaus. Artists on these lists are sig- 
natured direct by B&B, although the billings for their salaries come from 


their respective chain booking offices. Notwithstanding, the 
makes out the check to the performer, leaving to the latter to make his 
commission settlement with the network. 


Agency decided on the direct approach method after running into suc- | 
it claims, of a single artist being represented by as, 


cessive incidents, 
many as five agents, each naming a different salary. 





WHAM, Rochester, N. Y., drew heavy local attention with festival 
marking its power increase from 5,000 to £5,000 watts Saturday (4). Peak 
was reached with free entertainment in the evening in the Eastman the- 
atre. With Jessica Dragonette, Ray Perkins, Pickens Sisters, Billy Jones 
and Ernie Hare, Milton Cross and Harding Sisters in person, augment- 


ing local staff and orchestras, the 3,590 ducats were given out even be- 
fore publicly announced. Plenty burned because unable tu get in. 

Event included all-day program with Presidential Inaugural topped 
by salutes from other stations to WHAM, the local NBC outlet. News- 
papers gave columns of space to the affair, best publicity since the sta- 
tion, now owned by Stromberg-Carlson Co., was operated jointly by the 
‘Times-Union’ and the ‘Democrat-Chronicle.’ These papers, now in the 
Gannett group, operate WHEC, local Columbia outlet. 





If WTMJ, the Milwaukee ‘Journal’ station, had any doubts as to listen- 
ers for its new feature, ‘The Midweek Hymn Circle’, Wednesday night 
program, proof was had via telephone immediately upon termination of 
the period last week. 

Scene for the feature was an auditorium with continuity writers work- 
ing diligently to evolve a finish with a kick. They decided to have a 
fire break out in a store next to the auditorium from which the broad- 
cast was supposed to be taking place. Well done and every line on the 
‘Journal’s’ switchboards popped into action at the end of the broadcast 
and kept popping. Most of those calling thought there had actually been 
a fire and that it had taken place in the local Salvation Army building. 
Got a lot of publicity for the feature. 





New York Fire department has extended the ban against standing 
room to the broadcasting studios, First of the radio mob to be nudged 
about the city ordinance is NBC. Spot complained about by the fire 
commissioner is the Times Square studio atop the Amsterdam theatre 
building. Firemen assigned reported that the network had been making 
it a practice of stacking them along the walls. Standees have usually 

een those admitted without tickets. 

Following receipt of the fire commissioner’s order the network posted 
instructions to the personnel that henceforth admission would be lim- 
ited strictly to those holding ducats and that slipping friends by the 
doorman is out. NBC Times Square studio has a seating capacity of 600. 





Of the agencies which do their talent auditioning in their own studios 
Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborne leads with a parade running from 
between 50 and 150 hearings a week. This agency buys none of its 
material through the network artists bureaus and rarely makes use of 
a chain’s audition facilities for itself or client. , 

Early part of each morning is set aside for listening to the day’s 
quota of candidates with a report on each, even if not picked for pro- 
grams filed for future reference. Agency will listen to practically any 
and all applicants but it draws the line at accepting program ideas from 
any one not on its radio department staff, now numbering 19. Explana- 
tion is that it wants to avoid any plagarism entanglements, 





Although it has extended the run of the program for another 13 weeks, 
Standard Oil of New Jersey and allied refiners want to cut down the sal- 
ary cost of the Tuesday night concert stanza on CBS. Commercial 
thinks it can reduce the 55-piece symphony orchestra under Joseph 
Bonime and bring in less costly concert artists without appreciably 
affecting the status of the program. 

Salary bill for the program has been ranging between $4,500 and $6,500, 
depending on the slice derived by the opera or concert warblers. Top 
coin takers during the past 13 programs were Chaliapin and Jeritza, 
each calling for $4,500 per broadcast. 





Broadcast of the inauguration exercises in Washington Saturday (4) 
was hooked up for the first time with Africa. This hookup was at- 
tained through a tie-in between NBC and the African Broadcast Com- 
pany operated by the Schlesingers. Over the ABC chain the broadcast 
reached Johannesburg, Capetown, Durban and Pretoria, capital of the 
African union, besides other spots. 

Arrangements for the broadcast were made in New York by M. A. 
Schlesinger, American representative of that family’s South African in- 
terests, He is also president of General Talking Pictures (DeForest). 





Harry Reser’s Clicquot Club Eskimos, with eight consecutive years 
on a chain commercial broadcast, now qualify not only as the oldest net- 
work commercial but the veteran of ’em all. Clicquot’s rise on its mer- 
chandising graphs is ascribed to its radio ballyhoo. 

Recently Clicquot shifted Reser from Fridays, where the period had 
been opposing the Hoffman ginger ale account on a rival station, to 
Mondays for better concentrated listening power. Program was also 
refurbished a bit by importing a special announcer-m.ec. Reser himself 
solely maestros the orchestra, 





Although it’s almost six months since the NBC-RKO National Radio 
Talent quest was started early in August, of last year, the finals have 
not yet been held. Somewhere along the line there seems to be a hitch, 
while approximately 42 expectant zone winners in various parts of the 
country await the NBC call. 

Holding of the finals seems to be up to NBC. The talent quest was 
supposed to have taken place in the four weeks from Aug. 12 to Sept. 12 
inclusive. It was a tie-in with about 30 newspapers over the country 
wherever RKO or NBC had an outlet. 





~ Following a custom now four years old, Armour will broadcast the 
religious cantata, ‘Seven Last Words of Christ,’ by Dubois, as a special 
Easter program on Good Friday, April 14. Formerly Barre Hill sang 
the full cantata solo, but because of the difficulty of securing a baritone 
with enough tonal latitude, two singers will officiate this year in Hill's 
absence. 

Reinhold Schmidt and Cyril Pitts are the singers. Harvey Hayes will 
act as narrator. 





Coast bunch of NBC anticipate an unpleasant March with cuts and 
possibly deletions, expected after Don Gilman, v.p., returns from New 
York, 


agency | 





Renewals 


Phillips Dental Magnesia. 
Effective April 4 for 13 weeks 
| over 22 stations on CBS three 
times weekly. Continuing with 
the Lyman orchestra and Holly- 
wood Newsboy. 

Jad Salts. Changing to three 





evenings a week March 13. 
Over nine CBS stations using 
a script show and a band. 

Acme White Lead & Color 
Works. Starting March 26 
over 26 CBS stations. Sunday 
afternoon quarter-hour with 
‘Smiling’ Ed McConnell. 

Julius Grossman Shoes. For 
13 weeks starting March 12 
over WJZ, retaining Baby 
Rose Marie for the Sunday 
noon stanza. 

Standard Oil of New York 
added 13 weeks for its Socony- 
land sketches over seven sta- 
tions on NBC, effective April 3. 
Circuit takes in WEAF and the 
New England group. 





, Air Line News 


By Nellie Revell 





At one time NBC had a ruling that artists appearing on CBS programs 
were not available for an appearance on either one of ite New York 
stations. Reason was that the FRC spoke about duplication of talent, 

But the following artists are appearing on both networks: Robert Am. 
bruster, Jeanie Lang, Songsmiths Quartet, Claude Reese, Men About 
Town, Hillpot and Lambert and Graham Harris, Latter starts a new 
commercial at Columbia in the near future, 





Picking for Vailee 
Fleischmann no longer depends on outside agencfes for talent for the 


Vallee program, leaving auditions to NBC. 
‘Cissy’ Loftus, Blanche Ring and Grace Hayes auditioned last week, 





Kern Clamps Down 
Jerome Kern has restricted all his music from being played on the air, 
John Royal and Gene Buck, prexy of the ASCAP, were unable to obtain 
a release from him for a Kern medley for Lucky Strike. 





Out and In 


Lucile Singleton, formerly in charge of CBS sustaining artists, and let 
out in the recent shakeup, will go into W. Paley’s office. 











L. S. Dropping Tues. 
Nite Hour; $100,000 





Lucky Strike broadcasts the final 
episode of its Tuesday night crime 
series April 4. Curtailment re- 
duces this cigaret’s representation 
on the air to the lone Jack Pearl 
show (Thursdays). And even Pearl 
finishes the last week in June, if 
not sooner. To help stave off the 
‘Baron Munchausen’ theme wearing 
too thin, Solly Ward has been 
brought in as support to Pearl to 
play ‘Cousin Hugo.’ 


Retrenchment policy indicates lit- 
tle likelihood of an ether contract 
through the summer, but if the to- 
bacco outlook changes account will 
be back in the fall. 


Cancellation of the Tuesday and 
Saturday hours by Lucky Strike 
means a loss to NBC of around 
$100,000 a month in time facility 
sales. From the coin angle it’s the 
biggest single slap this air chain 
has taken since it’: origin. How- 
ever, NBC is optimistic of selling 
the vacant Tuesday night spot on 
the theory that well established pe- 
riods have reached a premium 
among advertisers, as witness Hud- 
son Motor Car grabbing Lucky 
Strike’s Saturday night stretch the 
second week after the cigaret 
dropped it. © 


Lord May Quit Air 
To Undergo Knife 


Phillips Lord is talking of calling 
it quits March 15 with his ‘Country 
Doctor’ series for Listerine and re- 
tiring to a hospital for an operation. 
His contract has several weeks to go 
beyond that date. 

Lord’s current plans call for a 
round-the-world trip in a sailing 
vessel, which he has purchased, fol- 
lowing his discharge from the hos- 
pital. He also has an idea of broad- 
casting his Sunday night Seth Par- 
ker affair by short wave during 
his travels. Lord had first broached 
this stunt to Listerine, as well as 
the idea of continuing the ‘Country 
Doctor’ programs from his bedside, 
but the antiseptic firm turned it 
down. 








SWITCHED AGAIN 


Hollywood, March 6. 
‘Hollywood on the Air’ again 
switched in favor of an NBC com- 
mercial, 

Starting today (6) this weekly 
Radio Pictures program will go out 
Mondays instead of Fridays. 


Month Loss for NBC; 


Ethel’s Air Debut 


Ethel Barrymore will make her radio debut when she appears on Edwin 
C. Hill's program Friday (March 10). 





Short Shots 
Octavus Roy Cohen series will very likely be renewed... Musicians 
and artists on the Chesterfield program have been given their notice that 
the account will end in April...Henry M. Neely, ‘The Old Stager’, audi- 
tioning for NBC...Pontiac has signed its complete show on Columbia 
for an extra six weeks...Jeanie Lang has been signatured for her third 
commercial...Hellman’s Mayonnaise is auditioning again...Carson Robi- 
son, the hillbilly, has a farm near Poughkeepsie, N. Y....Robert Trout 
is 23 and an announcer under protest. He has a yen to write.. -Herman 
J. Ashbaucher, chief sound technician at the Chicago NBC studios, used 
to be a concert soloist...Lily Pons also pronounces it ‘Raddio’...Muriel 
Pollock has just been made a member of the ASCAP...Fred Vettel, again 
singing on WOR kilocycles, at one time was amateur heavyweight cham- 
pion of New York state...Richard (‘Sherlock Holmes’) Gordon’s maternal 
grandmother, Dr. Amelia Meyer, was the first woman licensed to prac- 
tice medicine in the state of New York...When he was 17, Singin’ Sam 
(Harry Frankel) was a boy basso with J. A. Coburn’s Minstrels. In the 
same troupe was Frank Tinney...Arthur ‘Bugs’ Baer will be Columbia's 
guest Wednesday (8) on the ‘Going to Press’ program...WEVD believes 
it has plenty in John Burdette, Negro baritone from Chicago...Count 
Arturo Medolago Albani, amateur pianist and husband of Countess Olga 
Albani, NBC soprano, will make his bow on the airwaves next Friday... 
Lillian Shade begins this Friday on a series over WOR...Harold Stern’s 
first venture in the theatre was to conduct for Eva Tanguay...Sherman 
Keene, WOR conductor, stands in a corner and whistles to himself as 
he directs before he puts a program on the air...Mort Millman, former 
booker of NBC, is setting up deluxe office at the Warwick with furnish- 
ings by Sloane’s (not liniment)...Perry King, WMCA announcer, put in 


three years before the mast...Peter De Rose is having a birthday March 
10...Sheffield Dairy starts a new commercial on NBC this week...Jane 
Winton (Mrs. Horace S. Gumpel) WINS warbler, was once a Fokine 
dancer...Phil Lord's (Seth Parker) contract with NBC calls for fee for 
script, actors and Lord, two secretaries and a manager at $6,000 per year 
..."The Piano Twins’, Lester Place and Robert Pascocello, open a series 
of Sunday programs on WOR March 12...That announcer on B. A. 
Rolfe’s new auto program is Billy Repaid of Detroit, said to hold all 
records for high speed speech on radio...Raoul Marlo, formerly WOR 
idea man, now director at the World Broadcasting studios...‘Chuck’ 
Connors is the son of the celebrated ‘Bowery Boy’...Pick and Pat, WOR 
minstrels, start a vaude tour for Loew March 10...Alee (‘Nothing But the 
Truth’) McQueen is a bug on human longevity and will 1ead anything 
he can find on the subject...Ramona, Whiteman’s hotcha pianist, will 
be heard regularly on WOR Wednesday nights...Zona Gale, whose 
‘Friendship Village’ stories are being etherized by NBC, is Mrs. William 
Llywelyn Breese, a Portage, Wis., banker...In his home town, Buffalo, 
‘Colonel Lemuel Q. Stoopnagle’ is Frederick Chase Taylor. His father 
is Horace F. Taylor, president of the Buffalo Chamber of Commerce... 
Jesse Crawford has returned to New York from Chicago...‘Smiling Ed’ 
McConnell re-signed by his sponsor for another 18 weeks...Janet Holmes 
has quit NBC, 





Lawrence on Air Unit 


Hollywood, March 6. 


Jock Lawrence, from Radio’s pub- 
licity department, has been switched 
to the ether unit to handle the con- 
tinuity for the ‘Hollywood on the 
Air’ programs. 


3 Stations, 3 Sponsors 
Will Tab Chi’s Ball Games 


Chicago, March 6. 
Facilities of at least three Chi- 
cago stations will again be devoted 
to daily broadcasts of both big 
league ball games throughout the 
impending season. At one time as 





He replaces Russell Birdwell, who 
has been elevated to a film directing 
berth. Lawrence was formerly a 





e ’ 
reporter om the loos! xamtiner. many as six local stations simul- 





most of the foreign stations. 


feit of this type of fodder. 
outfits on its daily schedule. 





March came in like a lion when the chain put a ban on artist salary | 
guarantees, placing all talent strictly on a spot basis whereby they will | 
be paid per program and no definite number of hours guaranteed, It 
lops a choice sum off the monthly payroll. 





Unusual atmospheric conditions are giving Los Angeles D. X. fans 


WIZ, 





unlimited opportunities to bring in almost any distance desired. Early 


evening programs from as far east ag Chicago are generally possible, 
despite almost solid local broadcasting, and from spots in the Hollywood 
Hills short wave tuners are reporting excellent head-set reception from 





Coast continues strong for cowboy warbling programs, despite a sur- 
Almost every station has at least one of the 


Idea of the popularity of these warblers was given by a small station 
in Los Angeles. Announcing that its cowboy aggregation would have 
its picture taken, with a print for every one writing in, station got 5,000 
requests for the photographs the first three days. 





Rule prohibiting a chain advertiser from mentioning the rival network 
is evidently not strictly enforced in the case of local stations. 
plugging the Household Finance Corp., the announcer at one of Colum- 
bia’s upstate New York transmitters signs off with a suggestion that 
listeners tune in the same night on a similarly sponsored program over 





Chicago firm specializing in radio production recently announced it 
had the rights for sale to plays and serials at ‘the lowest scale ever 
reached for quality writing—one dollar per quarter hour program.’ 


taneously described the regular 
daily labors of the hired athletes. 
This year WGN and Bob Elson 
will follow the teams with much 
earnestness on behalf of Walgreen's 
drug stores. Pat Flannagan and 
WBBM will do the same and man- 
age to mention Prima Special Brew 
at sufficiently frequent intervals, 
while WMAQ and Hal Totten will 
speak respectfully of Grape Nuts 


and other products of General 
Foods in between the hits and 
errors. 


KYW and WENR will apparently 
eschew baseball and thereby give 
non-fans something else to listen 
to of a summer afternoon. 


On a disk 





Copeland’s Disks 
Dr. Royal S. Copeland, U. S. Sena- 
tor and syndicate writer on health 
topics, has made a series of disk 





talks for Cream of Nujol, laxative. 
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Air Generally Dull 


Aping Hits to Death, Says Durstine 





Even though radio has bettered 
fts level of entertainment the past 
year via a name parade from the 
stage, it still suffers from general 
dullness, similarity of program and 
a lack of imaginative showmanship. 

When it comes to the practice of 
aping something that clicks, pro- 
duction advertisers and their agen- 
cies are the same as the picture 
makers. This imitative approach 
to radio is responsible for the slow 
creative progress which the medium 
has made. 

That’s what Roy Durstine thinks 
is wrong with radio. Durstine, a 
partner in the Batten, Barton, Dur- 
stine & Osborne agency, rates as 
the pioneer in broadcasting from 
the agency field. He was the first 
to organize a completely staffed ra- 
dio department in an advertising 
agency, with his entry in broad- 
casting dating back eight years, 
when Atwater Kent advised him 
that it had decided on an air cam- 
paign and to find out why Durstine, 
in turn, bought his first radio set. 
The study and experimentation he 
has devoted to the medium since 
then has established Durstine as 
the ace authority on radio within 
the agency ranks. Next to J. Wal- 
ter Thompson, the BBD&O agency 
leads in the number of accounts on 
the air. 

Carbon Copies 


As Durstine sees it, the general 
run of advertisers and agencies give 
little preliminary thought and prep- 
aration to their radio programs. 
Common tendency is to adopt the 
other fellow’s idea. This method ap- 
plies not only to the framing of the 
entertainment but also the insertion 
of the plug material. Durstine con- 
tends that you can feed the listener 
advertising in large doses if some 
ingenuity is used. As an example of 
a program loaded with advertising, 
but with the sales talk ingeniously 
presented, Durstine cites the Tex- 
aco show with Ed Wynn and 
George Washington coffee’s Sher- 
lock Holmes series. Neither are 
B&B accounts. 

Comedy, Durstine avers, has be- 
come as essential to radio as to the 
stage. But comedy, he opines, has 
yet to create its best technique for 
the air. The  Cantors, Pearls, 
Wynns and their methods are radio 
im its experimental stage. 


Studio Audiences 


The applauding audience, thinks 
the agency exec, has been overdone 
in radio. If a comedian needs an 
audience for atmosphere, it can 
work to his advantage as long as 
he doesn’t get into the habit of 
Playing to those in front instead 
of the throng which may be listen- 
ing. A noisy audience in the stu- 
dio doesn’t make for the best re- 
action at the receiving end. The 
studio group may get the gag in a 
quicker flash than the average 
loudspeaker fan and the difference 
is not flattering to the latter. If the 
comic must have an inside audience, 
it is Durstine’s opinion that it would 
be to his advantage to limit it to a 
6mall group. 

Radio entertainment should seek 
to convey to the listener a sense 
of peace and comfort. The listener 
seated in a chair or on a sofa is not 
of the same emotional sensibility 
as when inside a theatre. Alone, or 
among family or friends, he’s in a 
#tate of relaxation and the show 
most likely to appeal to him is one 
closest approximating his mood. 
Programs which have adhered to 
this theory, declares Durstine, are 
those which have maintained a 
steady level of popularity. 


New Trend 


The new trend in 
Durstine, will make the musical 
production and production ideas 
paramount. These productions will 
create ai style, atmosphere and 
routining all their own with guest 
names brought in for limited stays. 
His own agency’s Blackstone Cigar 
show and Maxwell House’s Show- 
boat are cases in point. 

On the cigar stanza Durstine is 
rotating his names, using them for 
four consecutive weeks, then bring- 
ing them back for four more two or 
three months later. tecently he 
had Irwin Cobb in for four weeks, 
and he now has Leon Errol doing a 
similar stretch in support of Frank 
Crumit and Julia Sanderson. The 
rotating idea, Durstine believes, not 
only gives the talent setup a fresh 
aspect, but helps keep the program 
out of the rut of sameness month 
in and month out. 


radio, avers 


and, as with Films, 





Think Expo Surefire || 


NBC is looking forward to a 
harvest in connection with the 
Chicago exposition, slated to 
unveil this June. Network fig- 
ures that it will have little dif- 
ficulty in selling commercials 
with products displayed at the 
fair on the idea of using a 
hookup to plug the individual 
exhibitions. Already drawn up 
is a sales promotion brochure 
along these lines. 

Chain will have its own 
glass enclosed studios and 
complete operating plant on 
the exposition grounds. Angle 


the exhibiting commercials in- 
vite listeners to the exposition 
to see how the firm manufac- 
tures its product, with each 
program including a sound and 
word description of the proc- 
ess from the side of the ma- 
chines or whatever they use. 


WCCO BIZ JUMPS 207, 











Minneapolis, March 6. 
The depression has meant noth- 


for the sales spiels is to have | 


DESPITE THE BIG LULL 


DIGMIFIED COMEDY 


Armour Finally Finds Rarity in 
Pil Baker 








Chicago, March 6. 


Dr. George Rockwell, the vaude 
biologist, was auditioned last week 


| by Armour for that Friday night 


program for which they finally 
picked Phi Baker. However, Rock- 
well was deemed to be somewhat 
congealed as a possibility, as he is 
considerably more frivolous than 
East and Dumke, who were can- 
celled for that very reason. 
Armour apparently wanted some- 
thing which was somewhat confus- 
edly described as ‘dignified com- 
edy.’ And so they picked Phil 
Baker, who starts on the session 
next week. 


MUSICIANS’ 10%, 





New contract between the musi- 
cians union and the networks has 
been settled with the local agreeing 
to a 10% cut for men and leaders 
on the NBC and Columbia musical 
staffs. Working agreement otherwise 
remains the same, new covenant is 
effective for one year starting 
March 1, last. 

Under the new deal NBC esti- 
mates it will save around $6,000 a 
year on its payroll, while the reduc- 





ing to WCCO. Station has in- 
creased its business 20% the past 


year, officials announce. This, too, 
despite a 50% boost in rates last 
September when the station’s power 
was raised to 50,000 watts. 

Only difference noticed during the 
recent portion of the depression has 
been an increasing demand for day 
time because of the lower rates be- 
fore 6 p.m. WCCO is a Columbia 
affiliate. 


South American Daily’s 
Goodwill Airing from L.A. 





Hollywood, March 6. 

An international goodwill broad- 
cast to South America will be 
staged here Wednesday night (8) 
by ‘La Critica,’ Buenos Aires daily 
newspaper. Program will not be 
released in this country, going di- 
rect to S. A. outlets by leased wire, 
probably from KFI. Spanish speak- 


tured. 

Eduardo Bedoya, director and co- 
editor of ‘La Critica,’ here on a 
tour, will m.c., and Kenneth Gilmore, 
South American contact man for 
the United Press, who is accom- 
panying Bedoya, is making the ar- 
rangements with the picture studios 
for the desired names. 


Only Liquor Additional 
In KNX Mexican Tour 


Hollywood, March 6. 
KNX, which went into the travel 
bureau business last year as a side- 
line, will conduct a two weeks’ trip 
to Mexico City next month. 
As before, the tour will be plugged 
over the air with the station taking 


Exploitation will point out that only 
one expense will not be coverec 
liquor. 





Appeals Commish Ruling 
Worcester, March 6. 

Contending that the findings of 

the Federal Radio Commission were 

station WORC has ap- 

decision of the 

in- 


‘unsound,’ 
pealed the recent 
commission which denied it an 
crease in power and 
frequency. 

WORC officials also say they will 


| power to serve properly the peopl: 
‘of central Massachusetts.’ 


Renee Howard Alone 
Chicago, March 6. 

Renee Howard, who 
ized Ben Bernie for the past three 
years at the College Inn and on the 
the 





| Tannen, will be Miss Howard's as- 
| sistant. 


tion at CBS will make a difference 
| of close to $4,000. Entire musicians’ 
personel stands as at both network 
| studios, with the chains privileged 
‘to shift men from commercial to 
sustaining status and thereby effect 
| another saving in union scales. 











WAXED FOR COAST 


Los Angeles, March 6. 


CUT ON NBC-CBS, 


+ 





Very Sustaining 


Los Angeles, March 6. 

An American attached to 
one of the Mexican stations 
explains that his ether alma 
mater is profiting on ‘Love, 
Health and Wealth.’ 

The definition is: ‘Love’ angle 
covers those three questions 
answered for $1 by the station’s 
mystics; ‘health,’ the number 
of profitable proprietary medi- 
cines which are barred north 
of the border, but are allowed 
on his station, and ‘wealth,’ 
the slew of investment gim- 
micks. 


COAST NEWS REVIEW 
NBC WEB CANDIDATE 


Los Angeles, March 6. 
Direction of the Pennzoil News 
Review, a Coast version of ‘March 
of Time,’ will hereafter be handled 
by John Swallow, local NBC rep. 
If under its new set-up the pro- 
gram clicks, it is apt to go on the 
full NBC network. 




















Small Coast Stations Tie-In 
As Phoney Film Schools Turn 
To Radio for Added Chiseling 





Los Angeles, March 6. 

Southern California is currently 
the happy hunting ground for radio 
chiselers, who are bilking the yokels 
for a load of coin in sundry grafts, 
But, as in the film phase, it mostly 
pertains to talent schools. How- 
ever, some of the smaller stations 
are in on the thing which gives the 
ether students an occasional spot to 
lend authenticity to the advertising 
that ‘our students get on the air.’ 

These tie-in stations never pass 
out any salary to the radio novices, 
but are able to boast to advertisers 
that they are ‘all flesh’ stations and 
rarely resort to discs. 

Film and Air School 

One of the schools that 
nick the amateurs on the picture 
scenario gag has now added radio 
to its string and is fishing for suck- 
ers who think they can write lyrics 
or a tune. This seat of learning 
buys time at one of the local sta- 
tions for 15 minutes a night and 
has the home-brewed words and 
music sung and played over the air 
in its scheme to keep within the 
law. This outfit’s graft is for ‘re- 
writing the music’ and for copy- 
righting. 

Others are using the elassified 
columns of the dailies for their 
chump baiting. They promise air 
jobs after a course of instruction. 
‘What can you do for the radio?’ 
ask the ads, Candidates are re- 


used to 








COSMETIC’S CBS 24 


quested to check the list which in- 





Louis Phillippe cosmetics goes re- 
gal for its return to the airlanes. 
Account starts today (7) with a 
serial called ‘Marie, the Little 
French Princess’ over 24 Columbia 





Booth Tarkington’s ‘Maud and 
/Cousin Bill’, over CBS in the east, 
has been waxed for Coast stations. 
| First disc spot is KHJ, commer- 





stations. 

Contract is for a minimum of 13 
weeks and calls for a Tuesday, Wed- 
nesday, Thursday and Friday re- 





lease. 





| oe by Atlantic & Pacific stores. 


ballyhoo for sales. 


| The Advertising Angle 


(Commentary on the negative aspects of radio merchandising and 
Where the ad end is well handled it requires 


cludes announcing, singing, acting, 
and playing of various instruments. 
Those calling at the school, how- 
ever, find that they can get little 
but vague answers unless they ‘join 
the club,’ for $1 initiation fee and 
$2.50 a month for one hour class 
instruction each week, and more if 
the candidate would like personal 
attention. 

One school advertised that it was 
building a program for a certain 
station and wanted talent. Name 
of the station was used without au- 
thority, but ads were not pulled un- 
til complaints were laid before the 
D. A. and the police debunking 
squad. School, however, is still op- 
erating but is not using station 
names in its come-ons any more, 





ing film personalities will be fea- | 





| 


| 
| 


| 


care of all expenses for a set price. | 


| 


| 


change in|} 


oppose all applications from. the 
State of Massachusetts, the grant- | 
ing of which would lessen the | 
under-quota status of the state, 
until WORC is granted ‘adequate 


has public- | 


Old | 


road, no longer works for 

Maestro. She is opening a free 

lance office here. | 
Charles Tannen, son of Julius 





no affirmative commendation or comment. It’s only when advertis- 
ing aspects of commercial broadcasts seem to lack that showmanly 
manner that ‘Variety’ will call it to attention.) 


‘Italian Campagna’. This advertiser has two programs, the one 
in Chicago being its Monday night Chinese goosepimple melo- 
dramer, ‘Fu Manchu,’ of well-defined popularity, despite which 
there can hardly be any argument that the sponsor takes greedy 
advantage of its followers’ good nature in the plugs. These run to 
much wordiness, windiness, and weariness. Descriptions of mani- 
fold virtues of the vanishing cream, stressing of its cheapness, the 
technique of application (properly a matter for printing on the 
package) is told in what seems like a few thousand well-chosen 
adjectives, mostly effusive. A second sock at the tail of the pro- 
gram concerns the so-called ‘household dispenser,’ a gadget for 
bathrooms that is hard to visualize from the description. It’s yours 
for two empty cartons worth 60c each, or vne carton and a dime, 
It is an amazing commentary on radio that cats in bags can thus 
be sold. Advertising angle throughout this program is definitely 
a case of taking advantage, to the hilt, of the public’s willingness 
to stand for a lot in return for some entertainment. 

‘Barbasol’. Contests, or methods for qualifying in them, are apt 
to be as complicated as a Rube Goldberg mousetrap. Barbasol 
gives away two things. First, a Pontiac automobile, something 
that few people would despise. Second, and incongruous for a 
shaving cream, a Tefra refillable toothbrush. To get the tooth- 
brush it is necessary to enclose a second message in your com- 
munieation about the automobile which must be a blurb anent 
Barbasol written on the Indianapolis flap of 1n empty carton, or a 
facsimile thereof, and sent not later than a certain date to Singing 
Sam in Indianapolis. You’ve got to want that Pontiac pretty 
badly to figure it out. But America is currently ga-ga over jigsaw 
puzzles, so maybe it’s all really clear. However, some folks will 
find it terribly foggy. 

‘Lady Esther’ is a cosmetic devoted to the possibly sound psycho- 
logical dictum that fear is a potent instrument of advertising copy. 
Fear is here employed against the other fellow’s product, No names 
mentioned of course. But a careful spreading of the idea that the 
other fellow isn’t above poisoning America’s complexions by cheap 
or harmful chemicals and that safety alone resides with Lady 
Esther. An advertising approach which depends for its success 
upon rapping the rival product might seem to leave the door open 
for retaliatory missiles. Fear campaigns are, of course, not new. 
sody odor, halitosis, and kindred phobias in advertising copy have 
been deliberately fostered for years unto a point where children 
joke about them. On the positive side Lady Esther claims an ap- 
plication makes the skin two or three shades lighter. 

‘Three Minute Oats’, sponsor of the kid program, ‘Secret Three’, 
has started to use that unbusinesslike, undignified, uf&pardonable, 
but apparently effective advertising argument, ‘our fate is in your 
Other advertisers have lately been guilty of this self-pity- 
ing bleat. It’s the essence of hokum because the threat isn’t even 
on the level. Does eloquence have to be wasted on the proposition 
that the merits of a product are not honestly nor intelligently sold? 


hands’. 


Or by threatening to deprive kids of their radio thrills unless the 
kids pester their parents into buying the product? That is pre- 
cisely what this advertiser is saving, and regardless of possible 
sales stimulation resulting from such mendicant technique, it’s a 


pretty sorry comment in and of itself. 








Golf Pro as Basler 
Feature for Richfield 


Richfield Oil has picked a Friday 
night half hour show for the eastern 
section of the country in addition to 
its Coast session, Atlantic program 
starts March $1 over WEAF’s red 
web. 

Stanza is labeled ‘Richfield Coun- 
try Club’ and is framed around 
Ernest Glendenning as m.c., Alex 
Morrison, golf pro, and Jack Gold- 
en’s orchestra, 








Femme Station Operator 
Weds Production Mer. 


Denver, March 6. 
Mrs. Naomi Reynolds, widow of 
Dr. W. D. Reynolds, pioneer in the 
radio field in Colorado, was married 
Feb. 24 at Kansas City to Elmer L. 


Bengston, production manager of 
KLZ, Denver. 
Mrs. Bengsten operates KLZ, 


Denver, and KVOR, Colorado 
Springs, both affillated with CBS. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bengston will make 
their home in Denver. 





ROMANTIC TRAGEDY 


Pittsburgh, March 6. 

Death ended a local radio romance 
last week when Marion Saimon, 21, 
musician at WCAE, died of a heart 
ailment. Miss Salmon was to have 
married Ralph Federer, WCAE's 
staff pianist, shortly. 

Miss Salmon had been in ill health 
for several weeks but her condition 


| was nov. regarded as serious. She 
was a niece of Paul Gannon, 
WCAE's featured singer. 





Edith Griffin’s Build-Up 
Chicago, March 6. 
Griffin will get a WBBM 
sustaining build-up with Frank 
Westphal’s orchestra. She is a 
commercial possibility for Kelvina- 
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East 


WSEN, located in the Seneca 
hotel, Columbus, O., has moved its 
atudio into the Rudolph Wurlitzer 
music store. Jack Tritsch owner 
and manager of the station. Econ- 
omy plus advertising value. 


Cal Johnson, editor of ‘Outdoor 
America,’ now broadcasting once a 
week on ‘Farm and Home Hour,’ 
WIZ. 

Bill Adams, WHEC pp. a., casually 
mentioned in newspaper as the best 
dressed radio man in Rochester. 
Next day he entertained three in- 
surance agents, one clothing sales- 
man, two socks peddlers and an auto 
salesman. 

Eddie Miller is now doing four 
broadcasts a week on WOR, New- 
ark, three of them night spots. 

William Bradley, Jr., son of legit’s 
prop supplier, is doing a Chandu the 
Magician for Beachnut Packing at 
food shows around New York. 

Cissie Loftus, Ray Samuels and 
Blanche Ring are due for a hearing 
on the Fleischmann Yeast show in 
the near future. 

Grace Hayes, Smith and Dale and 
Bide Dudley with Neil O’Brien have 
been given a tuning-in by the NBC 
program board. 

Mitzi Green has recorded a series 
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AND HIS 
CALIFORNIA ORCHESTRA 
Columbia Broadcasting System 

PHILLIP’S DENTAL MAGNESIA 
Tues., Wed., Thurs., 8:45 to 9 P.M. E.S.T. 


COAST-TO-COAST 


| planning a Frisco comeback but not 


3.B.C. Network Decca Records |) 


STM AR site: PEAT 
! 
LY VE A Ni | Baxter’ celebrated by WTMJ, Mil- | 
; Waukee ‘Journal’ station. Jimmy | 


of kid programs for Ward Baking at 
the World Broadcasting studios. 
Isham Jones is wondering who the 
guy was that impersonated him ona} 
dance date in Minneapolis recently. 


Says he hasn't played outside of 
New York since October. 

Barbara Blair is set for a sustain- 
ing series on NBC, 

Kellogg's has renewed the Sing- 
ing Lady for another 52 weeks, 
with an option to drop out during 
part of the summer, 

Portland, Me., will get short wave 


police broadcasting for 10 cars 
shortly. 
Jack Nelson among Lord & 


Thomas personnel cuts as a result of 
slash in Lucky Strike ad budget. 


West 


Harold Grayson’s orchestra being 
out of the Roosevelt hotel, Holly- 
wood, Bob Holtman’s combination, at 
the Cafe de Paree, is doubling its 
remote over KHJ for Grayson’'s pre- 
vious time. 

Jerry Jones’ band booked for 
world tour on Dollar line, ‘Pres. 
Pierce’ sailing from S. F. June 20. 

Sid Olsen and Gus Gowans, Salt 
Lake ad agency writers, debut on 
KSL as gag team. 

KLO, Ogden, handling Hearst's 
American Weekly Tyanscriptions for 





L. A. ‘Examiner,’ on no-pay, no- 
charge basis. 
King Sisters move to Ogden to 


work with Milt Tagegert’s band at 
Berthana ballroom, 


Salem, Ore., is after a 
transmitter. 

KFXJ, Grand Junction, Colo., has 
been given the facilities of KGEW. 
Goes to unlimited time. 

Joe E. Finch replaces G. J. Ikle- 
man as partner of Curtis P. Ritchie 
in KGHF, Pueblo, Colo. 

KMMJ, Clay Center, Neb., on the 
air at 5 a.m. daily to broadcast 
weather conditions and other info 
to nearby farms. 

Jump from 100 to 250 watts for 
KGDY, Huron, S. D. 


KGKL, San Angelo, 
afternoons for two weeks, 
ing an organ. 

Warner Brothers has its broadcast 


police 


Tex., silent 
Install- 


pickup station, KIED, aboard the 
‘42nd Street’ ballyhoo train. 
KQW, Sar Jose, Cal., is latest 


Station after the facilities of KTM 
and KELW, Los Angeles. Seeking 
to double its present 500 watt power. 
Stuart Buchanan, who upon get- 
ting $75 a performance became the 
Coast's highest paid dramatic air 
performer, goes KF WB on loan from 
KNX. He'll do the lead in a new 
series of ‘English Coronets. Dale 
Gordon in support. 

David Ballou, formerly 
now with KNX, to write and 
nounce. 

KTAB has changed its mind about 
making exec offices and main stu- 
dios in Oakland after having moved 
over there first of the year. Station 


at KFI, 
an- 


to previous quarters in Pickwick 


building. 

Lawrence King, with Jay Whid- 
den’s orchestra broadcasting over 
KNX and KTM, guest artist-ed at 
Mrs. E. L. Doney, Sr.’s, blue book 


party. 
Mid-West 


Kissproof powder and Louis Phil- 
lipe lipstick, from the same mixing 
factory, have five periods over the 
week on WBBM, Chicago. 

Air Juniors will be continued over 
WENR, Chicago, ag a_ sustaining 
program despite withdrawal of 
Commonwealth Edison sponsorship. 
Irma Glen, now in Florida, will re- 
sume upon her return. 

Ernshaw-Young, of Los Angeles, 
gives KYW, Chicago, assurance that 
‘Chandu’ will stick another year. 

Ronald Reagan, on the WOC an- 
nouncing staff, Davenport, Ia., has 
resigned, 

Iowa state police radio system 
tests started March 1 by the bureau 
of criminal investigation with the 
State Bankers’ Association. 

Jean Paul King special announcer 
for College Inn, Chicago, now that 

sen Bernie has scrammed. 














Peggy Patton, who is really 
Gladys Becker, offering a film chat- 
ter over WISN, Milwaukee, Sunday 
afternoons. 2 

Two-Hundredth 
‘Thrilling 


of i 
Jimmy 


performance 
Adventures of 


Tommy Tay- 
imatis personae 


and Jane Baxter, plus 
lor, are still the di 


Milton Charles Paid Off 





WABC | 








Warners has ettled Milton | 
Charles’ Mastbaum Philadelphia, ! 
contract for 50%. The organist wa 
booked until July 1. t 

Settlement was made necessary i 


by the Mastbaum’s closing. 
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Ad Agencies’ 


Radio Execs (Associated With 
the Show or Performance 
End of Radio) 

N. W. Ayer & Son, Ineo. 
500 Fifth Ave., N. ¥. & 

Douglas Coulter. 

Batten, Barton, Durstine & 

Osborne, Ine. 

383 Madison Ave. N, ¥. @ 
Roy Durstine. 

Arthur Pryor, J® 
Emilie I. Haley. 

Benton & Bowles, Ino. 
444 Madison Ava, N. Y. @ 
BE. M. Ruffner. F 

Blow Co., Inc. 

521 Fifth Ave, N. ¥. & 

Milton Blow. 
Blackett-Sample- Hummert, Inc. 

230 Park Ave., N. ¥. G@ 
Frank Hummert, 

George Tormey. 

Blackman Co. 

122 E. 42d St., N. Y. 6. 
Douglass Stoerr, 

Campbell-Ewald Co. 

292 Madison Ave., N. Y. &. 
Cc. Halstead Cottington, 
(General Motors Bldg. 

troit). 

George T. Ewald, 
Cecil, Warick & Cecil, Inc. 
230 Park Ave., N. Y. C. 

J. H. McKee. 

Erwin, Wasey & Co., Inc. 
420 Lexington Ave., N. Y. C. 
Charles Gannon. 

William Esty & Co., Inc. 

6 EB. 45th St. N. Y. C. 
William Esty. 

Federal Adv. Agency 
444 Madison Ave., N. Y. OC. 
Mann Holiner. 

Albert Frank-Guenther Law, 
Inc. 

70 Pine St. N. ¥. G. 
Frank A. Arnold 

Hanff-Metzger, Inc. 
Paramount Bldg., N. Y. C. 
Louis A. Witten. 

Lambert & Feasley, inc. 
400 Madison Ave., N. Y. C. 
Martin Horrell. 

Lennen & Mitchell, Inc. 

17 EB. 45th St., N. Y. C. 
Charles A. Schenck. 

Ray Virden. 

Lord & Thomas 

247 Park Ave., N. Y. C. 
Montague Hackett. 

Jack Nelson, 

McCann- Erickson, Inc. 
285 Madison Ave., N, Y. ©. 
Dorothy Bristow. 

Ruthrauff & Ryan, Inc. 

Chrysler Bldg., N. Y. C. 
Jack Davidson, 

J. Walter Thompson Co. 
420 Lexington Ave., N. Y. C. 
John U, Reber. 

Robert Colwell. 

Gordon Thompson. 

Cal Kuhl. 

A. K. Spencer. 

Herschel Williams, 
Nathan Tufts. 

Edwin Barrett. 

Young & Rubicam 

285 Madison Ave., N, Y. C. 

Hubbell Robinson, 
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Chapple on Coast with 
Air Contract for Names 


Hollywood, March 6, 
Chap Chapple, of the J. Walter 
Thompson agéncy, is here seeking 
picture names for the air, He will 
linger several weeks but is under- 
stood to be looking for prominent 
stars of secondary strength only. 
Stanley Holt, of the same agen- 
ey, returned to New York last 
week, 











BOY ACTOR WANTED 
MORE $ THAN EXECS: 


Chicago, March 6. 
Merrill Fugit, boy actor in ‘Dick 
Daring’ the Quaker Oats kid serial 
which goes network this week, 
threatened to walk out last week 
unless his stipend was boosted to 
$135 a week on the new schedule. 
Pointing out that this was more 
salary than many of their execs 
were receiving these days, Quaker 
Oats resisted the demand. A com- 
promise was finally agreed at a low- 
er figure and Fugit remains with the 
show. 


(Continued from page 9) 

Hays companies feeling that the 
first free show would start the the- 
atre into a cash reserve from which 
it could reach for film obligations. | 
The right to grant a free show / 
was made strictly discretionary 


> 


AP-DAKOTA DAILY WIN 
INJUNCTION OVER NEWS 


Sioux Falls, 8. D., March 6 

A radio-news broadcast for hear. 
ing injunction case is scheduled t 
day (Monday). The court ale 
ready issued a temporary injunce 
tion against the Sioux Falls Broad. 
cast Association, operating KSOO 
on behalf of the Associated Press 
and its local member, the daily 
‘Argus-Leader.’ 

The temporary order restrains the 
broadcasting company from appro. 
priating or using A.P. news for a 
period of 24 hours after first 
publication here, 


Ve 


has 


the 


— 


5 Days for Difference 
Of Opinion on Vallee 


Albany, Mar. 6 





Rudy Vallee has one loyal local 
defender. William Jamison, who 
hails from Maine, and a George 


Rooney met in a speakeasy here, 
Both were listening to the radio. As 
Vallee’s tones rolled out Rooney 
made some remark about the singer, 

‘You'll have to answer to me,’ said 
Jamison. ‘He comes from the same 
state as I do— Maine.’ 

The two went outside to settle the 
argument and it wasn’t long before 
they reached headquarters where 
the next morning Judge Bergan 
gave both men five days to ponder 
on Rudy's ability. 











with the branch manager. The 
major companies aver that many | 
exhibs were only too eager to chisel 
out of the film payments in the past | 
and use the ready money to meet) 
other bills. Branch managers were | 
instructed to be especially watchful 
because of this. 

Beyond that first-show-in-need 











Chase Out 


«Continued from page 5) 
Clarke, former owner, and Charles 
Higley so far ag known remain on 
the board. 

Richardson, while relinquishing 
his membership on the former fi- 
nance committee and as director 
continues indefinitely as treasurer 
of the company, voluntarily. 

It was one of the conditions on 
which he entered the company, 
when v.p. of Chase, that he would 
be free to step out when he figured 
it was best for his own interests 
and the company’s. This attitude 
was known to the company heads 
ince 1928, 

Until the present reorganization 
under Kent is completed, Richard- 
son will remain and upon his depar- 
fure, which may not occur for sev- 
eral months yet, Sidney Towell may 


become treasurer, That’s unoffi- 
‘ial, but likely, 

Nichardson ag an officer of Fox 
has had manifold duties, since he 


also held the position as vice-pres- 
ident and secretary Tt 





| this time may be construed as a de- 
was to re- | 


linguish many of these duties that | 
; 


isked to he relleved Thus in 


Richardson's ' 


the major companies admitted they | 
were helpless to continue  thetr | 
campaign against marquee paraly- | 
sis of the country. Theatres that | 
couldn't get enough for the second | 
rental, and just couldn't make a go | 
of things generally, would have to | 
darken. This again was probably | 
the most complete over-ruling of | 
early judgment which had recorded 
that the industry at all cost must 
keep its theatres open. The situa- | 
tion up to the week-end, however, 
had reached proportions where even 
producers could the halt; so 
what amounted to a retreat order— 
the first admitted ever to be offi- 
cially given—was sounded. | 

With the national moratorium | 
virtually representative from the 
industry's viewpoint film 
leaders maintained a_ standing-by 


see 


gross 


attitude until yesterday (Monday) 
when all were hopeful that the 
Rooseveltian note of Government 
guaranteeing deposits would be 
sounded and generally lift the 
zloom. 


There was talk in film circles of 
a possibility of cutting into mora- 
toria’s at least for the dis- 
tribution end, by re-issuing some of 
the first run product which did not 
get even a 50% average break, ac- | 
cording to the losses officially an- | 
nounced. | 

For the industry as a whole, es- | 
pecially the theatres, moratoria’ 

! 
' 


loss, 


deficit cannot be retrieved, the ele- 
ment of time the 
barrier. 

The peculiar characteristics of | 
the theatre, its inability right now | 
to be used for any other purpose, 
cause industry leaders to be con- | 
fident that the worst which filmdom | 
can undergo will only be tempo- | 
rary—that, even should the holiday 
last another 10 days it would dark- 
en many houses which would re- 
light as rapidly as banks could meet 
the drafts of fans. 


furnishing chief 





a 


duties outside his field as treasurer 
may be assumed by W. C. Michel 
and Richard Rowland. Michel con- 
tinues as executive vice-president. 
Attorney William Gossett of the 
downtown law firm of Hughes, 
Schurman & Dwight, is the new 
secretary of the Fox Company. 





GUS 
VAN 


OLDSMOBILE 
PROGRAM 


WEAF “Red” 
Network 
Satardays 

9.30 to 10 P. M, 
Thursday 
Evening, March 9th 


CLUB LIDO, 7th Ave., 52nd St., 


New York City 


Opening 
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Maestro of the Harmonica 


JOHNNY 
O'BRIEN 


FOUR SOLID YEARS WITH 


NBC SAN FRANCISCO 


Creating His Own Noveity 
Musical Innovations 








THE GRE 


AMBASSADOR 
of Good-Will 


GEORGE 
GivoT 


Sole Direction 
HERMAN BERNIE 
1619 Broadway, New York 
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ATTENTION!! i 
SPONSORS!! 


SID GARY 


Radio’s Versatile Baritone 
Week March 10, Metropolitan, B’klyn 


HEADLINING for LOEW 

Entire Loew Circuit to Follow 
RKO, Marty Forkins 

Johnny Hyde—Wam. 





Loew, Morris Agency 





The Chase move is regarded as in 





deference to Kent's own wishes who 
has desi.. 1 a management director- 
ate right along. For Chase to ac- 
cede to Kent's wishes means that 
the bank officials have the utmost 
respect for his ability and aims, as 
the bank while not represented in 
the operating end or on the 
torate still stands as the company's 
principal creditor through 
pledges and bond control. 

I'act that the move is made at 


diree- 


stock 


LEONARD 
HAYTON 


and His 


CHESTERFIELD 
ORCHESTRA 


SIX NIGHTS WEEKLY 
(Except Sunday) 


via 
Entire Columbia Network 
,?>.  teS.F.) 








ire upon the Chase people's part 
ilso to be separated from certain | 
industrials such as the Wex film! 
lut.ng the bank emergency, | 
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Radio Directory 





(As a convenience for readers unfamiliar with who's who in Radio, 
‘Variety’ prints below a directory for New York, Los Angeles, 
San Francisco, and Chicago.) 





New York City 


NBC 
(Stations WJZ-WEAF) 


711 Fifth Ave. 
Plaza 3-1900 


M. H. Aylesworth, President. 

Richard C. Patterson, Jr., Executive V.-P. 
G. C. McClelland, Ass’t to the President. 
John Elwood, V.-P. 

A. L. Ashby, V.-P. and Gen. Atty. 
George Englies, V.-P. on Artists’ Service. 
John F. Royal, V.-P. on Programs, 
Roy C. Witmer, V.-P. on Sales. 

Frank Mason, V.-P. on Public Relations. 
Lewis MacConnach, Secretary. 


Mark J. Woods, Secretary. 

H. F. MeKeon, Auditor. 

H. F. Kelly, Asst. Auditor. 

Cc. W. Horn, Gen. Engineer. 

Frank Mullen, Agricultural Dir. 

J. deJara Almonte, Evening Operations. 
Rertha Brainard, Program Mer. 

Ga. W. Payne, Operations. 

R. J. Teichern, Asst. to Treas. 


D. S. Tuthill, Sales Mgr., Artists’ Service. 


Department Heads 


Donald G. Shaw, Eastern Sales Mgr. 


Thos. H. Belviso, Music Library. 
W. bv. Bloxham, Purchasing Agent. 
John R. Carey, Service Supervisor. 


oO. B. Hanson, Mer., Plant Operation and 
Engineering Dept. 

Ruth Keeler, Personnel Supervisor. 

Donald Withycomb, Mer. Sta. Reitations. 

Paul F, Peter, Mgr.-Statistical Dept. 


G. W. Johnstone, Mgr. Press Relations 
Dept. 
©uinton Adams, Mgr. Electrical Tran- 


ecription Dept. 
E. P. H. James, Sales Promotions Mgr. 
Mrs. Francis Rockefeller King, Mgr. pri- 
vate entertainment. 


CBS 


(Station WABC) 


485 Madison Ave. 
Wickersham 2-2000 


William 8. Paley, President. 

Edward Klauber, Executive V.-P. 

Sam Pickard, V.-P. 

Hugh Kendall Boice, V.-P. in Charge of 
Bales. 

Lawrence W. Lowman, V.-P. on Opera- 
tions and Gecretary. 
M. R. Runyon, Treasurer, 

Karl Knipe, Sales Mer. 

William H. Enegisn, Asst, Sales Mar. 
Julius S. Seebach, Program Operations, 
Paul W. White, Publicity. 

Edwin K. Cohan, Technical Dir. 

Paul W. Kesten, Sales Research. 

John J. Karol, Market Research, 

John 8. Carlisle, Production Mgr. 
Frederic P. Willis, Educational Dir. 
Julius Mattfeld, Music Library. 

Hugh Cowan, Commercial Engineer, 
Ferrin Fraser, Editor, Continuity. 
Marion R. Parsonnett, Dramatic Dir. 
Herbert B. Glover, News Broadcasting. 
Ralph J. Wonders, Mer.. Artists’ Bureau. 


WOR 


Bamberger Broadcasting Service, 

1440 Broadway 
Pennsylvania 6-S8383 

Alfred J. McCosker, Station Mer. 

A. A. Cormier, Sales Mer. 

Walter J. Neff, Asst. Sales Mgr. 

Lewis Reid, Program Dir. 

George Ghackley, Musical Dir. 

Robert I. Wilder, Press. 

Jd. R. Poppele, Chief Engineer. 


WINS 
American Radio News Corp. 
11 


Inc, 


4 E. 58th St. 
Eldorado 5-6100 
Bradley Kelly, Station Mer. 
John 8S. Martin, Sales Mer. 
John McCormick, Program Dir. 
Harold Shubert, Production Mer. 
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Morton A. Milman 
circle 7-2525 
-2580 














CHARLES 
ALTHOFF 


Variety, New York 




















VINCENT SOREY 


Creator of the 


Gauchos Program 


And Many Other Superior Programs 


CBS Sunday 11 P. M. WABC 








IMMERMAN & SON, Inc. 


156 WEST 44th ST., NEW YORK 
SUPERIOR COLORED TALENT 
For Radio and Stage, Building Acts, Re- 





tors. 


Bernard Levitow, Musical 
George Wieda, Press. 


WMCA-WPCH 


Knickerbocker Broadcasting Co, 


Broadway at 53d St. 
Columbus 5-5660 


Donald Flamm, Pres. 

William Wiseman, V. P. 

Sidney Flamm, Sales Mer. 

Fred W. Dyson, Bus. Mer. 

Harry Carlson, WMCA Program Director. 
Bill Williams, WPCH Program Director. 
Capt. Robert S. Woods, Press. 

Jack Ricker, Studio Director. 

Elmo Russ, Irving Selzer, Musical Direc- 


Dir, 


Harry Pascoe, Continuity. 
Frank Marx, Chief Engineer. 


WLWL 
Universal Broadcasting Corp. 
415 W. 59th St. 
Columbus 5-7030 
H. F. Riley, Dir. 
J. P. Kiernan, Business Mgr. 
R. W. Bjork, Sales Mer. 


Program Dir. 
Musical Dir. 
Chief Engincer. 


George O'Brien, 
Rudo!ph_ Forst, 
Joseph Deppe, 


Chicago 


NBC 


Merchand:.2 Mart 
Superior $300 


(Stations WENR—WMAQ) 


V.-P. in charge. 
Asst. Gen. Mar. 
Fred Weber, Station Relations Mgr. 
John Whalley, Office Mer. 
Roy Shield, Chief Musical Dir, 

L. Menser, Production Dir. 
A. W. Kaney, Program Mer. 
Alex Robb, Asst. Program Mer. 
Sidney Strotz, Artists Mer. 
John Gihon, Continuity Editor. 
Frank Mullen, Dir. of Agriculture, 
Judith Waller, Educations! Dir. 
Kenneth Carpenter, Sales Mer. 
William Hedges, Local Sales Mer. 
I. E. Showerman, Sales Service Mer. 
E. C. Carlson, Sales Promotion Mer. 
Howard Luugens, Chief Engineer, 
M. W. Rife, Chief Field Engineer, 
B. R. Donges, Maintenance Mer. 
Ben Pratt, ‘Public Relaticns Counsel, 
Al Williamson, Publicity Mgr. 


CBS 


Wrigley Bldg. 
Whitehall ¢000 


(Station WBBM) 


Leslie Atlass, V.-P. in charge. 
Leonard Erickson, Western Sales Mgr. 
Walter Preston, Program Dir. 

Bobby Brown, Gen. Production Mgr, 
Jeff King, Traffic and Office Mer. 
Harold Fair, Asst. Program Dir. 
Howard Neumiller, Musical Dir, 
William Cooper, Continuity Editor. 
Larry Fisk, Chief Engineer. 

Kelly Smith, WRBM Sales Mer 
Steve Trumbull, CBS Publicity Mer. 
Ruth Betz, WBBM Publicity Mer. 
Harlow Wilcox, Chief Announcer. 
Richard Elpers, Sales Promotion Mer. 
Arthur Wesner, Community Concert Mgr. 
McClure Bellows, CBS Concert Mgr. 


KYW 


Strauss Bldg. 

Wabash 4040 
Homer Hogan, Gen. Mer. 
Parker Wheatley, Production Mer. 
Harold E. Bean, Asst. Production Mgr. 
Rex Maupin, Musical Director. 


Niles Trammel, 
P. G. Parker, 


H. E. Randall, Chief Engineer. 
Uimer Turner, Publicity Dir. 
WCFL 
Furniture Mart 
Delaware 9600 


John Fitzpatrick, President. 

Edward N. Nockles, Gen. Mer. 
Franklin Lundquist, Bus. Mgr. 
Maurice Lynch, Treasurer. 

Phillip Friedlander, Production Dir. 
Eddie Hanson, Musical Dir. 
Howard Keegan, Chief Announcer. 
Maynard Marquardt, Chief Engineer. 
Pat Murphy, Publicity Dir. 


WJJD 


Palmer House 
State 5466 





C. A. Howell, Mer. 
R. R Kaufman, Commercial Mgr, 
David Capp, Program Dir. 
David Bennett, Musical Dir. 
Joe Allobough, Chief Announcer, 
WLS 
1230 W. Washington 
Haymarket 7500 

Burridge Butler, President. 


Gienn Snyder, Gen. Mgr. 

George Biggar, Program Mer. 

D. R. McDonakl, Adv. Mer. 
Tom Rowe, Chief Engineer. 
Clementine Legg, Artists Mer. 
Hal O'Halloran, Chief Announcer. 
Harry Steele, Publicity Dir. 


WGN 


Drake Hotel 
SupeMor 0100 


W. E. McFarland, Gen. Mer. 


Quin Ryan, Station Mer. 
George Isaac, Commercial Mer. 
Edward Barry, Production Mer. 
Delos Owen, Musical Dir. 
Carl Myers, Chief Engineer 
Frank Schreiber, Publicity Dir. 
WIBO 
Michigan-Wacker Bldg. 
Andover 5600 
Albert E. Nelson, General Mer 
Lioyd G. Harris, Production Mgr. 


John Cerny, Musical Dir. 

James MacPherson, Sales Mer. 

H. V. FitzCharles, Chief Engineer. 
Alice Tiplady, Publicity Dir. 


WGES 


128 N. Crawford 
Van Buren 8000 


Gene Dyer, Station Mgr. 

Charles Lanphear, Production Mer. 
Joseph Brubaker, Chief Engineer. 
John Van, Musical Dir. 

Don Crosnor, Chief Announcer. 


Advertising Agencies 


Lord & Thomas—Henry Sellinger. 
J. Walter Thompson—Tom Luckenbill. 
Erwin-Wasey—William Weddell. 
McCann-Erickson—Fred Ibbett. 

N. W. Ayer—W,. G. McGuire. 
Critchfield—Frank Steel. 
McJunkin—O, H. Morris. 
RBD&O—George May. 
Blackett-Sample—Edwin .Ayleshire. 
Henri Hurst McDonald—Art Decker. 





Los Angeles 


KHJ 


(Columbia Don Lee Broadcasting System) 
1076 West 7th Street 
; Vandyke 7111 

Don Lee, President. 

Leo B. Tyson, Gen. Mer. 

Cc. Elsworth Wylie, Gen. Sales Mar. 
tart Paige, Musical and Program 

> 

Paul Rickenbacher, Production Mgr. 

Kenneth Niles, Asst. Prod. Mer. 

Van C. Newkirk, Traffic Mer. 

Asthar J. Kemp, Asst. Adv. Mgr. (KHJ 
only). 

Leslie Mawhinney, publicity. 


KFI and KECA 


(NBC outlets) 
Earle C. Anthony, Inc. 
1000 So. Hope Street 
Richmond 6111 
Earle C. Anthony, President. 
Arthur Kales, V.-P. and Gen. Mgr. 
Glen Dolberg, Program Dir. 
Carl Haverlin, Commercial Mar. 


KFWB 


Warner Bros. Pictures Corp. 
Warner Theatre Bldg. 
Hollywood 0315 

Gerald King. Gen. Mgr. 

Chester Mittendorf, Commercial Mgr. 
Jack Joy, Program Dir. 

Johnnie Murray, Charge Vaude Programs. 
Kay Van Riper, Charge Dramatic Prog. 


KNX 


Western Broadcasting Co. 
Paramount Studios, Hollywood 
Hempstead 4101 

Guy C. Earl, Jr., President. 

Naylor Rogers, V.-P. and Gen. Mgr. 

Carl B. Nissen, Commercial Mgr. 

Kenneth C. Ormiston, Technical Super- 
visor. 

Drury Lane, Program Mar. 

Wilbur Hatch, Musical Dir. 


KMTR 


KMTR Radio Corp. 
915 No. Formosa, Hollywood 
Hillside 1161 
Reed E. Callister, President. 
L. W. Peters, Gen. Mer. 
Harold Horton, Prod. Mer. 
Salvatore Santaella, Musical Dir. 


KGFJ 


1417 So. Figueroa Street 
Prospect 7780 
Ren S. McGlashon, owner. 
Duke Hancock, Mer. 
Fireside Broadcasting Co. 


KRKD 


541 South Spring Street 
Madison 1176 
Frank Doherty, President. 
. G. Fretag, Gen. Mer. 
Del Lyon, Sales Mer. 


KTM 


Pickwick Broadcasting Ce. 
214 So. Vermont 
Exposition 1341 


Charles Wren, Pres. 
George Martinson, Manager. 








vues. Orchestrating and Arr nging, Lessons in 
all types of Stage and Exhibition Dancing 
Unusual Voice Culture Method 
STUDIO AVAILABLE BY THE HOUR 
BRyant 9-9638 








THURSTON 


Sponsored by 
SWIFT & CO. 
On a Renewed Contract 


Thursdays and Fridays, 8:45 P.M. 
N.B.C. Coast to Coast 





(EST) 











Bureau of Information 


FOR 


Advertising Agencies 





Advertising agencies and others in the field of radio, against 
any problem pertaining to the show business or broadcasting from 
a show angle, are invited to consult ‘Variety’ for information. This 
Mail communications will be answered promotly. 


service is gratis. wn 
Any show angles unfamiliar to 


advertising agencies, and all others in the radio-show business, will 


be clarified. 


Information particularly may be desired by radio talent buyers on 
the estimation of acts’ salary values. 
part of the information published in ‘Variety’ in the past as to the 
value of standard attractions for the stage, screen or radio. 

This entire free service is confidential. 
the requests will be given publicity in print or otherwise. 





the radio program directors of 


These wili be forthcoming as 


‘Variety’ pledges none of 
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Mason’s Museum 


NBC is now tossing picture 
previews. But the preview in 
this instance is an advance 


look at an exhibition of ‘photo- 
graphic portraits’ of major and 
minor names on the network. 

Exhibit opens for the gen- 
eral public in the main salon of 
Aeolian Hall Thursday (6). 
Press invitations are for the 
day before. 

It was arranged by Frank 
Mason, NBC v.p. in charge of 
press, with Ray Lee Jackson, 
the network's official photog, 
coming in for a special plug. 











Sales Mer. 
Production Mer. 


R. L. 
S 3B. 


Rust, 
Juneau, 


KFAC-KFVD 


Angeles Broadcasting Co. 
645 Mariposa Ave, 
Fitzroy 1231 

President. 
Gen. 


Los 


E. L. 
Tom 


Cord, 


Brenneman, Mer. 


San Francisco 


NBC 
(Stations KGO-KPO-KYA) 


Pacific Coast Division 
111 Sutter Street 
Sutter 1920 
Don E. Gilman, V. P. of NBC and Pac. 
Coist Div. Manager. 
Cc. L. McCarthy, Asst. Gen. Mgr. 
Lew Frost, Program Dir. 
Harry Anderson, Sales Mer. 
A. H. Saxton, Chief Engineer, 
H. J. Maxwell, Office Mer. 
Lloyd E. Yoder, Publicity Dir. 
Karl Shullinger, Dir. Artists Bureau, 
Jennings Pierce, Chief Announcer. 
Meredith Willson, Musical Dir. 
Cecil Underwood, Prod. Mer. 
Roy Frothingham, Sales Promotion Mgr. 


KYA 


988 Market St. 
PRospect 3456 


Edward McCallum, Station Mgr. 


KFRC 
(Don Lee-Columbia outlet) 
1000 Van Ness Ave. 


PRospect 0100 
Fred Pabst, Don Lee Gen. Mgr. 
Harrison Holliway, Station Mgr, 
William Wright, Prog. Dir. 
Walter Kelsey, Musical Dir, 
KJBS 


1380 Bush St. 
ORdway 4148 


Julius Brunton & Sons, Owners. 
Ralph Brunton, Mgr. 
Ralph Smith, Prog. Dir. 


$1,650,000 and Stations 
For Canadian Commish 


Ottawa, March 6. 

Canadian Government estimates 
for 1933 provided $1,000,000 for the 
new Federal Radio Commission— 
and there was a yell from both 
sides. Now a supplementary vote 
of $650,000 for the commission has 
been brought down by the Govern- 
ment. 

On top of all, announcement is 
made that the Radio Commission 
will buy the broadcasting stations 
at Ottawa, Vancouver and Monc- 
ton as the nucleus of a state-owned 
national chain. That means more 
money. 


Western Union Has 
Broadcasting Plans 


Western Union will make its de- 
but on the air the latter part of 
March if it decides on a program. 
Release of a half-hour show will be 
over NBC, 

Network has already auditioned 
to W. U. a musical affair out of its 
Chicago studios. 


Who’s Got a Celeb? 


Pond cold cream is still scouting 
for a celebrity to replace Mrs. 
Roosevelt on its Friday night NBC 
dates. For the next two programs 
there will be no additions to the 
Leo Reisman band and warbler set- 
up. 

Consideration of Al Jolson for the 
spot is out with the agency on the 
account, J. Walter Thompson, deny- 
ing that the idea had ever reached 
negotiations. 











Siations Want Local Bands, 
Making It Particularly Tough on NBC 


Unless they’re under obligation to 
take them from the networks, af- 
filiated stations in the smaller cities 
now prefer to pass up the name 
bands coming from New York and 
Chicago for their own local attrac- 
tions. Trend has made it increasing 
tough for NBC whose arrangement 
with its allied outlets makes the 
taking of either a sustaining or 
‘commercial program strictly op- 
tional, CBS has protected itself in 
a majority of sp#s through a stand- 
ird agreement that guarantees de- 
livery of so many hours a day of 
both commercial and _= sustaining 
time. 

Attitude of the affiliated operators 
in the less populous spots is that 
their listening clientele would rather 
tune in late at night on bands per- 
sonally known to them in their own 
town than on the combos coming 
from distant sectors. Outside of the 
fact that they see these local bands 
in action once in a while and get to 
feel a sort of acquaintanceship with 
the leader and his men, the home- 
towners prefer the touches of local 
color mixed with the dance music; 


i. e., the names of the patrons on 
hand that night, with social com- 
ment to the effect that Minnie 


Klotsch and a party are celebrating 
her birthday, or that Mr. and Mrs. 
Dunkleblitz and friends are making 
merry over the couple’s 25th wed- 
ing anniversary. 


Local Coin 


Other angle influencing the local 
outlet in snubbing the late evening 
network dance unit is the commer- 
cial possibilities. From a local cafe 
or hotel spot the station can make 
some sort of a deal to clear a net* 
sum for itself over the cost of the 
telephone wire. 

Because of its obligatory arrange- 
ment with most of its allies CBS 
has been able to furnish extensive 
links for spot dance band pickups 
from both New York and Chicago, 
while NBC is finding itself gradu- 
ally frozen out of the late evening 
periods on the smaller stations. 

Situation prompted Ralph Hitz, 
operator of the Hotel New York, 
last week to ask NBC to remove its 
wire from that spot’s main dining 
room so that CBS pickup facilities 
could be installed. Columbia guar- 
antees to deliver the hotel and its 
orchestra, Ozzie Nelson’s band, to 
over 40 stations. Best that NBC 
could do was an average of 10 oute- 
lets. 


IPANA’S NBC 12 HOURS 


Ipana Toothpaste, off network 
airlanes for over two years, is due 
to resume on NBC in April with 
a half hour musical show. 

Dentifrice has its air intentions 
in the audition stage. 
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eee ‘THEATRE OF THE 
Stage Broadcast 

Direction Forbes Randolph 

Empire Theatre, Toronto 


Launching of the first Canadian 
‘theatre of the air’ program March 1 
by Forbes Randolph brought out the 
major sponsors, advertising agency 
executives and local radio talent to 
view a gesture performance, held in 
a theatre, of the type of variety 
program that Randolph could as- 
semble. Already 15 programs have 
been arranged for on the strength 
of this first show. 


Patently modeled on the NBC 
Times Square studio idea, the Ran- 
dolph opus took the Canucks ‘back- 
stage’ and showed them how a pro- 
gram is sent over the ether. 
Glassed-in control box in full view 
of the audience who were also let 
in on sound effect secrets. 


Randolph has taken over the Em- 
pire theatre, former burlesque and 
stock house, and opening night was 
an invitation audience. Idea is to 
produce and sell these entire pro- 
grams to be broadcast from the 
stage. Arrangements have been 
completed with three Toronto sta- 
tions and also for a trans-Canada 
hookup for those commercials who 
want national advertising by air. 

Program ran an even 63 minutes, 
including the surprise appearance 
of Gitz Rice, who just had to sing 
‘Pal of Mine.’ Song writer is un- 
derstood to have left the stage and 
bought a printing plant here. 

Lead-off was Cornfield’s 30-piece 
band in Gershwin’s ‘Rhapsody in 
Blue,’ with Leo Barkin doing 
creditably at the piano. Most of 
the surrounding bill was operatic, 
but it pleased. Program lacked hot- 
cha, but maybe it would have been 
out of place in a session preponder- 
antly classical. 

A radio drama let the audience in 
on the various sound devices, such 
as the block of wood dropping for 
a falling body, slap of a stick on 
leather for a pistol shot, or charac- 
ter kissing back of hand in pash 
scenes. Theatre audience laughed 
uproariously at this, a reaction 
which must have mystified radio 


. jisteners-in who could not see the 
-~“action. 


New also to the theatre 
audience was the fact that artists 
who sound well on the ether do not 
necessarily sound well on a stage. 
Black and silver modernistic set 
was by Forbes Randolph and con- 
cealed flood-lighting changes were 
effective. Incidentally, the comedy, 
both in delivery and script writing, 
Was as bad as possible. McStay. 


SOUTHERN SINGERS 
Songs, Instrumental 
Sustaining 

WJZ, New York 

As long as this foursome sticks 
to spiritual and hillbilly harmony 
they’re bound to gain plenty of at- 
tention on the three nightly niches 
a week NBC has allotted them, But 
once they turn to the jigtime and 
indigo laments of Harlem they’ll 
rate just another colored group do- 
ing a copy act on the Mills Broth- 
ers. 

For sheer harmony and homey 
emotional appeal this quartet, com- 
posed of three men and a girl, stack 
up as something distinctly different, 
and that goes for either of the 
chains. Their treatment of folk 
songs of the southern segment and 
the attending patter packs the au- 
thentic touch. Also lots of harmony 
and a keen sense of rhythm, 

Running through each program is 
@ neatly contrived thread of con- 
tinuity which effectively sketches 
the background for the act as well 
as the numbers. For instrumental 
accompaniment the fcursome mix 
a washboard and earthen jug with 
alternate resort to guitar, banjo, 
fiddle and uke, but the results here 
are of minor import. 

What will do the fave building 
among listeners will be their collec- 
tive talents for quickly and com- 
pletely projecting a soft, lazy mood 
and keeping it there with a fine as- 
sortment of melody. That ‘Little 
Brown Baby’ version, particularly, 
could stand repetition. This number 
alone serves as the tipoff of their 
chain possibilities. 

Foursome did a stretch until re- 
cently on WLW. A more catchy 
label than the Southern Singers 
might help, too. Odec. 


ARNOLD RITTENBERG 
Poetry 

Sustaining 

WGY, Schenectady 

A radio vogue for ‘popular’ poetry 
haviug veen created by Tony Wons, 
WGY is now presenting a second 

yrecitationist in the person of Arnold 
Rittenverg, manager of RKO’'s Troy 
theatre. It’s 15 minutes one after- 
noon a week. 

Instead of the familiar sunshine 
and inspiration stuff, Rittenberg’s 
choice of numbers leans toward the 
dramatic. While he announced that 
he was looking for a heavier flow of 
request selections, the numbers 
listed for future broadcasts are pre- 
dominantly of the action type. It 
probably is a mistake to pick so 
many poems of this kind, in view 
that the majority of afternoon 
listeners are women. Lighter ma- 
terial, of which he offered a little, 
may be more to their liking. 

On the technical side the program 
is okay. Rittenberg has a good 
voice, nice diction and intern ‘'ve 


KING KONG 
Talk, Music 
COMMERCIAL 
WJZ, New York 

Aside from its weak entertain- 
ment content and poor all around 
framing as an exploitation stunt for 
the RKO picture of the same name, 
it is doubtful whether this program 
had a chance of garnering much at- 
tention to begin with. Spotting 
given this half hour conglomera- 
tion of testimonials and orchestral 
music had in opposition to it Jack 
Pearl on the red (WEAF) link of 
the same NBC chain. 

To Graham McNamee fell the as- 
signment of pumping excitement 
into his narrative of the picture's 
plot and characters and of m.c.’ing 
a group of testimonial givers. Only 
one of the collection who sounded 
forthright and had anything inter- 
esting to say was Lowell Thomas, 
who told of his acquaintanceship 
with the picture’s producer, Merian 
Cooper, and of the jungle folklore 
he had encountered in his travels 
that reminded him of the ‘King 
Kong’ fable. Thomas also uncoiled 
a couple of ribs on Cooper’s ac- 


JACK BENNY 
New Chevrolet Series 
With Edith Evans, Jamee Melton, 

Mary Livingstone and Frank 

Black 
Comedy, Songs, Band 
COMMERCIAL 
WEAF, New York 

Jack Benny most likely will per- 
sonally admit that the biggest com- 
pliment ever tossed him in his 
career as an entertainer was Chev- 
rolet's bringing him in to finish out 
the six weeks on this series left 
vacant by Al Jolson’s departure. 
Reaching for Benny was no gamble 
on the part of the auto maker. His 
is a name established among the 
loudspeaker element. But even with 
this in his favor Chevrolet agreed 
with the NBC suggestion of sur- 
rounding him with some strong 
musical support. And that’s what 
its got im the Frank Black baton- 
ing and the warbling of James 
Melton and Edith Evans, the latter 
a newcomer to the airlanes and of 
the vaude team of Evans and 


Mayer. 
For his debut stanza (8) with 
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tivity as a filmer of animal tales, 
referring to ‘Chang’ as an instance 
in which Cooper together with 
Ernest Schoedsack went — half 
Hollywood—and completely so in 
the making of ‘Four Feathers.’ 

Also piloted to the mike for a 
blurb each were a trio from the 
N.Y. ‘News’ staff, Joan Lowell of 
controversial sea-adventurer fame, 
and Blanche Yurka. In the tab’s 
representation there was John 
Chapman, columnist; Irene Thirer, 
picture reviewer and George Clark, 
city ed. Each and all found ‘King 
Kong’ breath-taking, thrilling and 
whatnot, but the sum total of their 
testimonials did little to lift the 
stanza out of its general dullness. 
Broadcast originated from the Ra- 
dio City Music Hall where the pic- 
ture had opened on the same day 
(2) on a day and date run with the 
RKO Roxy. Odec. 


FELIX ADLER 
Circus Clown 
Sustaining 
WIBO, Chicago 

Felix Adler, introduced by Eddie 
Cavanaugh over this station as the 
number one clown with Ringling 
Brothers’ circus, answered a lot of 
questions and told some interesting 
facts about circus life. He also 
garged a bit. That was fair to 
middling. It is not the Felix Adler 
who was a monologist years ago. 

Then he sang by invitation from 
Cavanaugh. It only went to confirm 
the worst fears. Circus clowns are 
not lyrical. Indeed Adler's singing 
is so off key, unmelodious and 
strained that it almost becomes 
burlesque. But, however, offered 
quite seriously. 

Adler is intelligently articulate as 
a spokesman for Ringlings, but he 
should speak, not sing, their praises. 

Land, 


CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS 
Sustaining 
WOKO, Albany 

Boys and girls between 11 and 17 
on this program. The m.c. is an 
ll-year-old, Carl Playford, who 
sings and plays harmonica. 

Six children on this half hour Sat- 
urday morning program, Leo d’Al- 
lessandro, 11, has a clear high tenor 
and lacks breath control. Ruth Lef- 
fler is a tap dancer, Evelyn Teper is 
a monologist, Elise Gergis a capable 
blues singer, John Bassatta, banjo- 
ist, and Aleta Moyer is a pianist of 
promise. 

A different group appears on this 
period each month, and each has its 
own contest, the individual receiv- 
ing the most votes from listeners 





talent. Jaco. 





being awarded a prize. 
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this new set of faces, and surround- 
ings less intimate than he has been 
accustomed to on the air, Benny 
managed to make it a smooth and 
interesting performance. Little that 
was sparkling about his material 
but the way he eased into this ses- 
sion and took up the thread at the 
mike where he had dropped it Jan. 
26 must have sufficed to, at least, 
satisfy the listening mob that had 
made him a habit on his previous 
Canada Dry connection. 


And no escaping that C-D asso- 
ciation. It was the same line of 
banter about the orchestra leader 
and gang, with the gags reminiscent 
of similar batches he pulled with 
the Weems and Olsen units. Out- 
side of this and a few passages 
with Howard Claney, the announcer, 
which made Benny’s recent vaca- 
tion in Florida the subject of a 
mildly diverting tete-a-tete, the 
comedy portion included an unbilled 
stooge tagged with an unfunny re- 
cital about his exploits as a demon 
driver and just enough of Mary 
Livingstone (Mrs. Benny) to serve 
as an introduction. 


Otherwise a smartly confected 
bit of entertainment with Miss 
Evans the real surprise of the oc- 
casion. She contributed but one 
number but that was enough to set 
her down as a promising vocal per- 
sonality for radio. Melton turned 
in his usual finished performance 
while Black injected his stylized 
punch into the several interludes 
assigned the studio band. Odec. 





GEORGE SHACKLEY 
Organ, Talk 
Sustaining 

WOR, Newark 


George Shackley rates as one of 
the top all-around <rnusicians con- 
nected with a broadcasting studio 
in the New York area. As musical 
director for WOR he’s in and 
around and supervises practically 
every program of this classification 
on the station, but to give him an 
exclusive crack at the mike they've 
laid aside a half-hour Sunday morn- 
ing period. And for this single-o 
appearance Shackley has elected the 
organ and to intergperse his manip- 
ulations of the keys and stops with 
chatter. 


As a spieler Shackley won't go 
far, but what he has to say gets to 
its objective effectively. For his 
Sabbath a. m. stint Shackley leans 
to musie of the zentimental genera 
and the bits of talk are along the 
same lines. 


Program is a melodious piece of 


3 CALIF. NUTS, JOE MOSS BAND 
Comedians, Musie 
COMMERCIAL 
WEAF, New York 

Not an auspicious start for the 
Three California Nuts, nee the 
Three Public Enemies, yclept Cliff 
Arquette, Ken Browne and Red Cor- 
coran. Like the initials of their 
surnames, the ABC of it is that the 
trio is somewhat outmoded in these 
days of ether sophistication. Joe 
Moss’ orchestra is a better entry 
with its forthright jazzique sans 
furbelows. 


Two of the trio are recallable 
from the Coast, where Browne and 
Corcoran were quite funny fellows 
on their own or with straights. 
Their combo is new. 


An element that counts against 
them is the 15 minutes. It’s too 
short for anything to happen. 
They're on at 7:30-7:46 EST Sun- 
days from WEAF. After four more 
weeks, when the Smith Brothers go 
off the 7:45-8 quarter hour, just pre- 
ceding the Chase & Sanborn hour, 
this Williams shaving cream ac- 
count will utilize the entire half 
hour. It may help the entire pro- 
gram. 

So far it’s a dud commercial try. 
The trio’s unfunny; the music, 
while legit enough, is minus any 
other distinction or highlight, and 
the ‘smooth shave’ ballyhoo of the 
Williams product is a bit tiresome. 
Abel. 





ALBERT BARTLETT 
Orchestra 
COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York 


Kissproof lipstick is paying for 
this one over a link of 17 stations 
early Sunday afternoons, And the 
full quarter-hour with the exception 
for the time out for the plugs is 
taken up by Albert Bartlett and a 
combo playing tangoes. If they're 
not originally. written as tangoes 
Bartlett adapts them to the tango 
swing. 


Bartlett bills himself as the 
‘Tango King.’ There’s no getting 
away from the fact that he has 
mastered the lilt, but at the same 
time there’s Vincent Sorey, on the 
same chain, who can also serve up 
this musical dish to the most crit- 
ical taste. And the same also gues 
for Leo Reisman, 


Given the plug reading assign- 
ment on this session is Dorothea 
James from musical comedy. 
Whether the name to femme listen- 
ers has any special significance is 
problematical, but it’s all clearly 
recited. Stressed in the lines given 
her is the fact that the product can 
be bought in the 10c. stores. With 
that as the class of consumer the 
commercial is after, the Bartlett af- 
fair shapes up as a suitable atten- 
tion getter. Odec, 


KEATING TWINS 
Songs 

Sustaining 

WGY, Schenectady 


WGY’s only sister-harmony team 
and one of the few ‘locals’ wh'‘ch 
displays evidence of professional 
training. The Keatings are sand- 
wiched in between other features on 
a luncheon hour program and are 
not even newspaper listed. Origin- 
ally the girls were introduced as ‘of 
Hollywood and Ticonderoga,’ a town 
160 miles to the north. 

A contralto and a soprano, girls 
sing pop numbers in a manner sug- 
gesting a yaudeville backrround. 

Jaco, 


Nat'l Moratorium 





(Continued from page 5) 


whereby the industry can carry on 
among its 32 exchanges. 

As for perilous shortage of pro- 
duct film heads on Monday, basing 
their opinions on conditions of the 
immediate period, do not figure the 
industry need be concerned. First 
order of the day is to keep ex- 
changes open, second theatres and 
third Hollywood. All three for that 
matter go hand in hand but the west 
coast right now is the lesser of the 
three worries because, during un- 
foreseen emergencies, playing time 
of product in release could be ex- 
tended. 

Definite stand affecting produc- 
tion Monday is that ‘specials’ will 
not be released until the moratorium 
subsides and until the public has be- 
come sufficiently accustomed to scrip 
not to regard it from the hoarder 
perspective. While no one is ina 
position to estimate the time it is 
figured at the earliest, unless public 
spirit takes an about-face, no spe- 
cial may be released for another 
month. 

On the matter ot production now 
in the works film leaders feel, that 
with the Thursday deadline and 
temporary scrip relief in the interim, 
the average company would be fool- 
ish to declare a holiday. In the long 
run advisors are certain, if national 
matters follow the indicated trend, 
companies would only show an ad- 





framing, fitting in pactly with the 
Sunday morning mood. Odec. 


ditional loss by an immediate de- 
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Fed Commish Eases Up; 
Grants Depresh Request 


Prescott, Arizs., March 6. 

Federal Radio Commission is fi. 
nally taking the depression into 
consideration in making rulings, 
KPJM, locally operated by Scott 
and Sturm, had to rebuild its of- 
fices and studios but because of the 
added expense felt that it could not 
give the minimum of 12 hours daily 
and keep up the quality. 

FRC was petitioned and agreed 
that in this case Rule 151 would be 
suspended. Permission was given 
KPJM to reduce its daily air time to 
eight hours until July 1, while re- 
taining its status. Means that the 
programs will use live talent and 
eliminate the scheduled four hours 
of phonograph records. 


Coast Payoff 














(Continued from page 5) 


night there was no assurance that 
the legislature would not impose 
restrictions on withdrawals and no 
certainty that banks »would reopen 
Monday. 

Late Saturday executives in close 
touch with Gov. Rolph said that the 
banks would not open _ before 
Wednesday at the earliest as a re- 
sult of the failure of the legisla- 
ture to adopt relief measures. 

It is the belief that the mora- 
torium is being extended to enable 
the issuance of scrip starting early 
in the week. Meanwhile the film 
colony is taking the matter phil- 
osophically and with a surprising 
optimism, holding that it is all for 
the best and in the nature of a 
purgative. Especially ig this true 
of the man in the street and busi- 
ness people. 

Receipts’ Drop-Off 
In some instances, since banks 
closed, studios have received money 
with which to make the daily pay- 
off of extras from the theatres af- 
filiated with the producers. Warners 
have been receiving cash from their 
theatres and Metro and Fox are be- 
ing helped by Fox-West Coast. But 
the local theatres have been hard 
hit by the new conditions receipts 
dropping from 28% to 75% in dif- 
ferent houses. 
Thursday, the first day of the 
closed banks, the theatres were 
pinched for change money, but re- 
ceived relief Friday when arrange- 
ments were made with the banks to 
exchange large bills for silver and 
paper in smaller denominations. 
Film exchanges are accepting 
checks from theatres in cases where 
C.0O.D. shipments have been man- 
datory. 
Fox-West Coast home office staff 
was paid off Friday (3) by checks 
in full on Fox-West Coast Service 
Corp., subsid which is not in bank- 
ruptcy. Minor employees were giv- 
en an advance of $5 in cash to tide 
them over Sunday. 
Fox-West Coast and Warner 
theatres are accepting checks at the 
box office. The Paramount, Marco- 
operated, the Manchester and Bal- 
boa here, and the State, in Long 
Beach, are taking I.0.U. for admis- 
sions. 
First indie producer to bring pay- 
roll cash from New York is Nat 
Levine, who had $4,000 in small 
bills shipped by Thursday‘s airmail. 
Plenty of check discounting down- 
town at 5% if cash is available. 
Pay checks of city and county em- 
ployees freely cashed by merchants 
and others on that basis. 
Department stores, groceries and 
other business houses generally ac- 
cept checks in payment, but in most 
instances decline to give change 
in cash where the face of the check 
is above the value of the purchase 
or indebtedness. 
Western Union is limiting cash 
payments on money transferred by 
telegraph to $100, with a check for 
all above that sum. 
All film exchanges but Colum- 
bia paid off employees last week 
with Warners and Radio giving 
cash. All others paid by check. 
National Screen Service local dis- 
tribution office with 20 employees 
failed to pay salaries last Satur- 
day. 


Wife Sues Zugsmith 
Chicago, March 6. 

———— 

iiuth Zugsmith has filed a divorce 
action here against Albert Zug- 
smith, now with CBS in New York. 
Couple were married in October of 
1931 with desertion occurring in 
December of the same year, accord- 
ing to the bill filed by Attorney 
Phil Davis in Circuit Court. 
Zugsmith was formerly’ well 
known in Chicago as a free-lance 
press agent for bands and radio en- 
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DARLINGS OF HARD 





RKO BOOKS 10 
F&M LOOKS 
NEAR 





RKO and Fanchon & Marco are 
reported talking a booking deal 
again. Whether it would involve 


physical co-joining of the two book- 
ing offices under FF. & M.'s opera- 
tion, succeeding RiO’'s own office as 
the booker of its theatres, isn’t 
known, but understood that in any 
event it will involve some houses, if 
not all of them. 


F. & M. is already booking the 
RKO Palace, Cleveland, which is 


under direction of J. J. Franklin, 
brother of Harold Franklin. The 
Ohio division manager, with his 


brother’s okay, turned down RKO’s 
own booking office in preference to 
F. & M., which is sending the shows 
in from New York. 

Under F. & M.'s new operating 
plan it ceases to be a presentation 
unit producer and becomes an all- 
around stage service for theatres, 
with its various phases to include 
regular vaude booking. 

That RKO’'s booking office is now 
for the first time running at a loss 
to the circuit, after having turned 
in a profit on commissions for 25 
years, is reported to make an RKO- 
F. & M. booking deal more possible 
than ever. 

It was proposed last year that 
RKO and F. & M. merge their book- 
ing staffs, with F. & M. to run the 
office, but after a month of negoti- 
ating between Mike Marco and 
Franklin, others at RKO called it 
off. At that time RKO had around 
40 weeks of playing time. Its book 
is now down to 12 weeks. 


FOR LOEW’S, COLUMBUS 


Columbus, March 6. 

Mills Brothers, spot booked into 
the Palace, started the vaude come- 
back ball rolling this week, but it 
remained for Loews to put the thing 
over in real shape. 

Ted Lewis and his show will open 
at Loew’s Ohio March 10 for a 
week's run and will be followed by 
four to five test weeks of vaude and 
various types of presentations. 
Should the test weeks prove suc- 
cessful it will go indef. 

A 12-piece orchestra is to play for 
the shows, 18 having been all-time 
previous minimum at this house, 
with similar cuts in organization 
backstage. Advance announcements 
were held up until the last second 
in order not to give the RKO op- 
posish a chance to fight back. No 
news of anything like that from 
Palace headquarters. 





Powell Settles Down 


After 35 years as a vaudevillian 
and minstrel man, Tom Powell is 
quitting to take over the Milwaukee 
hotel, Hot Springs, Ark., and settle 
down there. 

For the past 
Made a yearly 
and stopped at 
figures it’ll be 
Place, 


25 years Powell has 
trip to the Springs 
the same hotel. He 
cheaper to buy the 





Booked on Fly 


Dallas, March 6. 
Alexander Gray and Bernice Claire 
are playing the straight picture Ma- 
Jestic here this week for a full week 
and follow with a week in Houston, 
both for RKO. 


Departure from the regular 
straicht films was decided on by the 
local RKO division manager, 


Charles Koerner, for the one week 
only. He booked the singing team 
after catching them last week in 
New Orleans. 


It’s Sreut Tens ford Out 


Harry Fox replaced Ben Bard as 
Evelyn Brent’s vaude partner when 
Bard walked out before the act 
opened, 

Brent-Fox combination started 
Friday (3) for RKO in Omaha, 
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| Downtown’'s vaude chance, 
| reasons for RKO giving the shows 


FIVE-WEEK VAUDE TEST | 





A Habit? 


Awakened from ae sound 
slumber in the balcony of the 
RKO Palace, on Broadway, the 
first crack from a= sleeping 
patron was: 

‘When does the vaudeville go 
on here?’ 

Customer had been sleeping 
for hours, without seeing any 
of the screen performance. 











Unanimous Roxyettes 
Strike as One Gal on 


9-a-Day and Pay Cut 


The five-a-day schedule at the 
Radio City theatres has had some 
of the chorus line doing keel-overs. 

The cuts from $50 to $40 per girl 
were further aggravated last week 
when, without notification, accord- 
ing to report, the girls found $35 in 
their envelopes. They balked in ex- 
act unison—probably the first time 
a chorus troupe event went on strike 
alone—and their $40 was rein- 
stated. 











DETROIT VAUDE TEST 
EXTENDED FOR MONTH 


Detroit, March 6. 

Vaudeville, which has been back 
at the RKO Downtown for a month, 
is on trial for its local life for an- 
other month, starting this week. 
Although the house is losing $3,500 
a week, as against a lesser $1,200 
weekly deficit with the former 
straigh pictures, the circuit has de- 
cided to give the stage show an- 
other month to prove itself one way 
or the other. 

Recent conditions which hurt the 
are the 





a month’s grace. The bank trouble 
and stormy weather have been a 
big handicap. 

Whether these were the reasons 
for vaude’s first month flop will be 
shown this month, it is figured. 

Weather is clearing up and the 
bank situation is expected to be 
straightened out. If with these ad- 
vantages the vaude continues to 
brodie, then it goes out at the end 
of four weeks. 


Quote Vaude for Trade; 
Hobart Sisters Broke 





Hobart Sisters, both of whom re- 
tired from the profesh to go in for 
real estate operation, have turned to 
the bankruptcy courts as the way 
out. In the schedules filed in New 
York Julia Hobart led with the total 
of liabilities and assets. Former 
were given as $50,761 and the assets 
$30,150, chief item being real estate 
subject to mortgages of $25,000. 

As her principal creditors Julia 
Hobart listed the Long Island Na- 
tional Bank, $20,000 and Sibyl A. 
Scott, $27,336. Her sister Emma L. 
Hobart, set her liabilities at $29,991 
and the assets at $7,000, together 
with an interest in real estate sub- 
ject to mortgages. Sibyl Scott here 
also was hy listing as creditor 
with $27,546, described as a secured 
claim, 


FIREMAN RISKS JOB 


Goes On in Boston for Test as High 
Tenor and Gets Week 











Toston, March 6. 

Local locomotive fireman was 
taken from his engine cab, be- 
grimed and in dungarees, for a test 
appearance, his first in public, at 
the Seollay. Larry Rich introduced 
him, and the lad got an ovation. 
He is George Almeder, of Dor- 
chester; they gave him a ballad, and 
he did well. Second show he sang 
‘Donna e mobile’ from ‘Rigoletto.’ 

Manager Elliston Vinson built up 
an act for him, and made him 4 
ninth act of his ‘Big Eight’ show 
this week. 

Experts say boy can not only 
reach high D, but has a remarkable 
tone quality, plus volume; and is 
destined, mayhap, for a future. 





SCORES RISE T0 
FORTUNE IN ‘ad 





Burns and Allen, Just a 
Good $400 Act at Peak, 
in Big Money Now—Ra- 
dio Names at Sensational 
Figures 


——_--—— 


KATE SMITH, TOO 





This here depresh is a depresh 
for some, but not for everybody in 
the show business. There are hun- 
dreds today who really don’t know 
about the depression, and among 
them many to whom these are the 
real ‘good old days.’ They had 


their own depresh back in 1929, 


| when the rest of the world enjoyed 


the peak of prosperity—and now 
they're getting even. 

For instance, there are the many 
current radio names who were 
looking for last in boom 
times, but now are enjoying the de- 
presh immensely. They couldn't 
get into the big coin when the 
others were in, but they’re in now 
while the others are out. And the 
same applies to many in pictures. 

One practical example is Jack 
Pearl. He’s playing the Capitol, 
New York, this week and getting 
$8,500 for the date. There wasn't 
that much money for Pearl for a 
week's work in ’29. Nor did Ed 
Wynn figure on getting a $20,000 
salary, of which he personally drew 
about $15,000, in the pre-depresh 
days; but he got it, and also at the 
Capitol, a couple of weeks ago, on 
top of the $5,000 he’s grabbing 
weekly for one night’s performance 
on the radio. 

When U.S. Steel was 265, Burns 
and Allen were a nice little mixed 
comedy team in vaudeville at $400 
a week. Now that Steel is down 
to Burns and Allen as ether 
names are drawing $1,250 a week 
on the air and $2,000 for stage ap- 
pearances whenever they feel like 
making one. 

Milton Berle in 
single. He's still a single, 
$1,500 one now. 

Georgie Raft, when times were 
‘good,’ got $500 for his dancing act, 
now and then, Now he’s a picture 
star with a $750 contract salary 
every week, but he won't return to 
the Paramount studio until they 
boost it to $3,000, he says. 

Amos ’n’ Andy Instance 

Amos ’n’ Andy were a moderate 
salaried and _ strictly local radio 
team around Chicago in the good ol’ 
days. Since the depresh started 
they've become millionaires. 

Kate Smith was around the vaude 
theatres and musicals at $500 or 
thereabouts in ’29. In these times, 
besides her regular radio work and 
a picture or two on the side, she 
rates up to $6,500 a week in the 
picture and vaude houses, 

Ruth Etting had just about ar- 
rived from Chicago for a Ziegfeld 
show when prosperity was pros- 
perity, as a middle western presen- 
tation single at $400. Two weeks 
ago she turned down an offer from 
Loew of $6,000 for a week on the 


halves 


oF 
27, 


729 was a $250 
but a 


stage, stating she didn’t care to 
double. 
Jimmy Durante was schnozzing 


at not so much per with Clayton 
and Jackson when the heavy spend- 
ers were making the night clubs. 
Now that the spenders and the 
night clubs have both disappeared 


Durante is a picture star at $2,000 | 


a week for himself, 

Walter Winchell, now among the 
few newspaper men with four-fig- 
ure incomes, drew about $300 a 
week as the ‘Graphic’ columnist in 
29. Today he rates about $3,000 
with his radio work and syndicat- 

(Continued on page 39) 





‘Flock of Humble Seekers 
for Last Half in ’29, Now 
Riding on the Crest— 




















| Admissions by Punch Board Chance 
Brings Trade to Milwaukee Vaud 





Just to Play With 





Miniature model of the 
Musie Hall stage, with its mul- 
tiple elevator platforms and 
motors is to be constructed for 
the RKO management in order 
to permit the latter to figure 
things out before stage show 
settings. 

This regular working model 
will stand the company around 


$25,000. It will be an exact 
duplicate of the larger theatre 
stage in every respect and 


workable in the same manner. 














DORA MAUGHAN BROKE; 


LISTS $18,000 DEBTS 


Dora Maughan Fehl, 200 West 
54th street, New York, profession- 
ally Dora Maughan (divorced from 
her piano accompanist-husband, 
Walter Fehl), in a voluntary bank- 
ruptey petition lists $18,000 in lia- 
bilities and no assets. Principal 








creditors are in London, where she 


resided for six years until a year! 


ago, when the British home office 


ruled that the American songstress 
leave the country for a spell. 

‘Variety’ is a creditor for $3,000. 
Others are Premet Cie, Paris, $2,- 
700; Perey Coleman, London, $1,- 
100; Great Foster’s Hotel, Ltd., 
Egham, England, $1,110; New Mi- 
nerva club, London, $186; and Bar- 
clay’s bank, London, $651. 

Miss Maughan is currently play- 
ing in New York nite spots. 


Winchell Nixes $6,000 
For B’way Paramount 








Walter Winchell turned down a 
$6,000 week’s offer from the Par- 
amount, New York, which wanted 
him on the March 17 bill along 
with Ben Bernie’s band and Lyda 
Roberti. 

The B’way columnist, who’s also 
on the air, said he didn’t feel like 
tripling. He played the Palace a 
couple of years ago for $4,000. 

Next week (10) the Par will play 
Rudy Vallee, show to be routined 
along the lines of the crooner’s 
Fleischmann variety hour on the air. 
House has George Gershwin set for 
the week of March 24, but nothing 
more. Jolson’s decision to return to 
the Coast further depleted the Par’s 
already slim available name list. 





Grace Moore Set for 
Loew at $4,000 Week 


After two false starts a Loew pic- 
ture house booking for Grace Moore 
has finally been set. She goes to 
Washington the week of March 24 
for four or more a day at $4,000. 
Lyons & Lyons agentcu 

Miss Moore almost played the 
Capitol a couple of weeks ago, but 
Loew called it off when the operetta 
soprano insisted on a special con- 
tract containing a clause restraining 
the Loew office from placing a col- 
ored act on the same bill. 

The Washington contract is the 
regular Loew form, and understood 
the bill will be all-white. 





TANK FOR MUSIC HALL? 


Sascenaia Revival of 


Water Ballets 


Proposal 


Plans are under way for the con- 
struction of a tank in the stage of 
the R. C. Music Hall, which will | 
permit Leonidoff and his crew to} 
stage water effects. | 


Looks like goa old-time water | 
ballet will make a re-appearance at } 
the M. H. erates has been talked 
over between Harold Franklin and } 
the stage builders, 


|} mencing March 


Milwaukee, March 6, 
An interesting experiment is gete 
ting a lot of local publicity for the 
Riverside last Saturday 
(4) with local men as sponsors and 
offering six acts of vaudeville plus 


relighted 


picture. 

The experiment deals with the ade 
mission price, with the scale range 
ing frem 1 cents to 35 cents. Ticket 
purchasers punch a contrivance that 
gives forth a ticket punched anye 
where from the lowest to the highe 
est figure and the amount shown 
is what the box office collects from 
the theatregoer, It is a new version 
of the two for one and seems to ap- 
peal to the gambling instinct of 
the populace, Kids are not per= 
mitted to play, but are admitted at 
a flat rate of 10 cents. 

The idea has gotten lots of local 
attention and will undoubtedly draw 
many of people who want to see 
how the thing works. 

Herbert Israel is doing the pub- 
licity for the Riverside under the 
new regime and Paul Horwitz is 
treasurer. Robert K. Marty, mane 
ager of the Empire building in 
which the theatre is located, is sec« 
retary of the new Riverside Theae- 
tre company. He is not a showman 
but promises that affairs will be 
directed by an experienced theatre 
man, 

Strong Opposition 

The Riverside was opened five 
years ago by the Orpheum as a suce 
cessor to its Majestic and operated 


almost continuously until RKO 
pulled out, 
The Riverside, however, is hav- 


ing plenty of opposition for its 
opening week. Milwaukee, for many 
weeks a city devoid of stage shows, 
outside of burlesque, has suddenly 
gone into action with live entertain- 
ment obtainable along the main 
stem, 

The Davidson, at a $2 top, is giv~ 
ing ‘The Cat and the Fiddle’ to 
gratifying business. It is the first 
show this old legit stand has had 
for some time. 

The Alhambra, encouraged by the 
capacity response given the WLS 
barn dance show recently, is now 
offering five acts of vaudeville plus 
pictures. Glen Welty and 19 musi- 
cians are in the pit. House was 
originally built for vaude and has a 
splendid location to reach those 
show-inclined, 

The Majestic is inhabited by the 
Civie Repertory company offering 
plays not seen here before at a 45< 
cent evening top and bargain mat- 
inees Wednesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays, Present scheme, ac- 
cording to Russel Brice, sponsor for 
the company, is co-op and if there 
is any indication of interest during 
the first four wecks, the company 
will remain here. ‘Birds of a 
Feather,’ a new play by R. L. Shere 
man, is to be given its premiere the 
fourth week, according to present 
plans. 

The Wisconsin continues all film 
and the Garden has gone grind at 
15-cent top. 





Cantor-Jessel’s Tour 
Halts Week, Then N. O. 


3anking situation has forced the 
William Morris office to postpone re= 
opening of the Cantor-Jessel $2 top 
variety roadshow to March 19. Show 
was booked to resume March 12 at 
New Orleans for two added weeks 
of southern and mid-western one=- 
niters. 

Postponement just sets back the 


| dates a week, with no change in the 
|} route, 


Following New Orleans the 
Houston, thence to 
$1.50 matinees 


troupe goes to 
one-day stands at 
and $2 at night. 
Meanwhile the show, minus George 
Jessel, plays a full picture house 
week for Loew in Washington, come 
10. 
Following fulfillment, Cantor will 


go to the Coast and remain there 
until picture, based on Androcles 
and Lion legend, goes into produc= 
tion, around May 1. 


Lyda Roberti will appear opposite 
Cantor for the second time. 
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PAN SET TO OPERATE. 


ON RETURN OF CHAIN 


: ACTS NOW AN Albee and Metropolitan, Brook- | 
Hollywood, March 6. Stage guns used in their vaude Vlivn, have every intention of t “a 
Anticipating the return of his five act by Medley and Dupree got the ing to stage shows even if the Par- | 
coast houses which RKO-Orpheum | former's father, Sam Medley = © _ imount and others in Brooklyn go 
was operating and the Hollywood jam ona Sullivan law charge last Providence, March 6 straight pictures with a cut in ad- 
Pantages, operated by Fox West | week. He was arrested at a dow “- ; Sccmcaiecbi ia ulq | mission. Possibilities of latter are 
Coast, Alexander Pantages is set to | town New York postoffic e and held Not long ago Providence could n horizon through other houses op- 
start operation of these houses by | in $300 bail for Special Sessions. only boast of one stand here play- ation. ai, & eee Sane 
March 15, or as soon thereafter as Eddie fe ae A left ea ae ing vaudeville and pictures. That! with stage hands and musicians. 
cr ¢ 3 se ul eie ’ : 
oe ee eee ea Saison saliees thee aoe Re- | was Fay’'s, with five acts. | RKO has not taken that step with 


Pantages has worked out operat- 
ing budgets for each house and is 
also checking available film 
tracts. Plan will be vaude or novelty 
stage presentations with a _ single 
feature at 40c top. 


Says Silvers’ Walkout 
Damaged Him $59,000 


Maz Richards, RKO agent, has 
filed suit for $50,000 against Sid 
Silvers in New York Supreme court, 
alleging breach of contract. 

Claim is that Silvers was under 
contract to Richards to write mater- 
ial for the latter’s acts when he 
walked out to author a stage turn 
on his own for Lilyan Tashman last 
November. 

Emanuel Van Dernoot is Richards’ 
attorney. 








Rewards and Penalties 


A. & B. Dow office slapped a sum- 
mons on Jimmy Pinto last week for 
‘a last half play or pay salary. Pinto 
reported for rehearsal at the Majes- 
tic, Jersey City, on a Dow booking, 
but didn’t go on when a member of 
the act reported sick. 

The vest pocket comic called at 
the Dow office expecting to be 
kissed with another last half instead 
of a plaster. 





‘KONG’ OUSTS VAUDE 


Vaude goes out of the Keith, Bos- 
ton where the house drops vaude for 
two weeks beginning March 24. 

Stand is going straight sound for 
the presentation of ‘King Kong’ 
which opens March 25. 


| 
cone | 


'Bing-Bing Props Get 
Act’s Kin Into Toils 


5 PROVIDENCE 





unions for Albee nor has Loew for 


cently he asked the new tenants to| Today Providence is brimming lthe Met 
: r , : — ; “ tl Met. 

mail them to New York. His father | over with live entertainment. Ther pe eee 
| , . » | —_—- 
went to the postoffice to get the ‘ais i = ah, 
package and two detectives were are no be ss than hnvags e downtown I St C ; 
waiting for him spots with vaudeville, and at lcast eA £ ewart aster 

Jules Kendler, representing the/a half dozen nabes who have added 


For Warners’ Shorts 


father, arranged bail and a hearing 
was set three weeks hence. 


variety to build over the week-end. 
In all Providence can now boast of 
nearly 40 acts of vaude as com- | Lee Stewart, RKO agent, will be 
| pared to five of a short time ago. | casting head at Warners’ Flatbush 


Davenvort Oroh Joins | The new Metropolitan is giving | studio when it reopens April 3 to 


| Providence theatregoers 14 acts of | Start on the '33-'34 WB shorts pro- 
I R a. ¢ ‘vaudeville on a split week basis.| duction schedule. Same job was 
owa eceiver roup Fay’s is still hanging on to the five held last year by Lee's brother, Stu- 
acts, and the third downtown stand, | art Stewart, who is now with the 
RKO Albee is featuring five acts | Udrington & Vincent agency on the 

ne }also on a combo Dill. Coast. 
Orpheum, new 2,750-seater, Open-| On top of this there are a couple Stewart is giving up his RKO 
ed a year ago by RKO under a 25- fa nearby roadhouses that are plug- | 2gency business for the studio job. 
vear lease at $75,000 a year rental, | vaudeville as a regular eve- | pa 


| ging jos earnest ia 
ining feature at 50 cents top, which ‘ 
‘Sister’s’ Rasch Ballet 


will be operated by a receiver whose | 
= 
the | patrons to use of dance | 
Albertina Rasch is furnishing a 


appointment was approved by | entitles 

court this week. ‘floor at no extra charge. 
$6,000 ballet to Loew's as a presen- 
tation for ‘White Sister,’ which is 


W. C. Sears, former manager, will | Samuel Bomes, operator of the 
and Liberty theatres, 

slated to open at the Capitol, on 

Broadway, March 17. 


i g > wi rs ilm. puse | 
be in gonees “— her ene Drergage a Hollywood 
WAS .GlOGee SEN. 2S, = has five acts of vaudeville at both 
‘Sister’ will probably remain two 
vecks at the Cap, according to 


opposition to application for a re-| tanas every Friday and Saturday. 
\ 
schedule. 














Davenport, Ia., March 6. 


ba? by ay Ee som eer n> & Ove- The Olympia in Olneyville is trying 
‘ on ear a ~ nea with Or. | Out the same idea, and the chances | 
theatre hookur ‘ are that at least a couple more of | 

| 





pheum in the group. the nabes will follow suit within a 
few days. 











POLLY MORAN MARCH 31 
Polly Moran, as a vaude single, 
opens March 31 for RKO at the 
Palace, Chicago, on a Curtis & Allen 
booking. 

Through at Metro, the film come- 
dienne is now free lancing. 


RKO Creditors’ Meeting 


Creditors meeting for the RKO 
Theatres’ Operating Co., namely the 
Bradder & Pollack houses, is slated 
for Thursday (9) at 15 Park Row, 
New York, in the office of Referee 
Irvin Kurtz at 10 a.m. 

Houses are in bankruptcy with 
Irving Trust as_ receiver. Irving 
Trust and Sam Kaufman, a Newark 
attorney, were named ancillary re- 
ceivers for the chain in New Jersey. 

Circuit comprises about seven the- 


FIRST-HALF STOCK AND 
WEEK-END VAUDFILM 


In order to get something out of 
the three worst days of the week, 


Mary Garden at $3,500 Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, 


Mary Garden goes to Louisville|in the territory around Boston, 
the week of March 18 on an RKO|small town theatres are trying dra- 
Chicago office booking. matic stock and feature picture 
Opera singer's salary for combination policy as running mate | #tres, five of which are located in 
southern date is $3,500. for the last half vaudfilms. Jersey. Two are in Greenwich, 











the 











Average rate for the stock com-|Conn. Includes the Pickwick in that 
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panies is $250 for the three days, | SP°t. 





a 





Vj 








house supplying all but cast. Ad- 
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mish for the films-stock shows gen- 
erally is 15c matinees and 35c at 
night. 

Vaude is in Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday, also with films. Straight 
pictures Sunday, due to the drastic 
state Sabbath laws against dancing, 


No Chi Majestic Vaud 


Chicago, March 6. 
S. J. Gregory has dropped his 
vaudeville idea for the Majestic be- 
cause of failure to get union con- 


cessions. 
etc, ; ; House opens March 15 with 
Among towns experimenting are! straight pictures at 25¢ top. It is 


Fields Corner, 
Portsmouth and 


Dorchester, Malden, 
Matapan, Quincy, 
Gloucester. 


now being wired with the Ortho- 
phone system. 





DOC HOWE L. A. PAR MGR. 


Los Angeles, March 6. 

M. D. (Doc) Howe goes in as man- 
ager of the Paramount here, now 
under Marco’s operation. 

Howe has been east for two 
months, returning the first of this 
week. He was general booking man- 
ager for F&M. 


WAYNE CHRISTY BOOKING 

Wayne Christy joins the Arthur 
Fisher indie vaude booking office 
in New York this week as a booker. 

Formerly a Keith and RKO book- 
er, Christy for the past couple of 
years has been an agent. 








Twin City Nite Clubs 
Aided by Dark Stages 


Minneapolis, March 6. 


The Twin Cities (St. Paul) now 
boast three more or less known 
bands in their night clubs. These 
are Jimmy Joy at the Hotel Lowry, 
Stan Stanley at the Hotel St. Paul 
and Larry Funk at the Hotel Radis- 
son, 

Since stage shows dropped out of 
the film houses the clubs report in- 
creasing business. 
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CORNBLETH REJOINS L & L 
Hollywood, March 6. 
Joe Cornbleth has returned to the 
Lyons & Lyons office here, reopen- 
ing the vaude department. 





Using Air Acts 
Albany, March 6. 
The Capitol, Ilion, N. Y., the Em- 


'B’klyn Ail-Film Threat | 
Ignored by Albee, Met FOLDS, OTHER STARTS 
Peis ‘ 


Tuesday, March 7, 


‘ONE BALTO VAUDE TRY 


1933 


Baltimore. NM irch 6. 

| Another vaude attempt wil! be 
made locally at the Aud torium 
| Which is scheduled to open this 
| Thursday (9), with a planned line. 
;up of eight acts. Behind this ven. 
| ture is Jack Levine, who tried to 
| put vaude across at the Walnut 


| theatre in Philadelphia, but gave 


: up 
in three weeks. 


Levine is better known in this vie 


cinity as a former salesman for De. 


orest talking equipment. Associ- 


ated with Levine, and pointed to ag 
the angel of the outfit, is Dave Sha. 


Pile 
piro, rated among snow 
cally as a mystery man. 

Acts this time will be booked out 
of the Dow office in New York, 
Kddie Sherman booked the Philly 
venture. Acts will be shown here, 
Levine says, not in conjunction with 
a feature, but with film shorts. This 
is due, according to Levine, to his 
desire to plug vaude. Otherwise, 
there’s the fact that there’s no real 
film product available for first runs 


people lo. 


in this town, other than the indie 
material. 

The admish top will be 25c. Acts 
will be bought (necessarily) on a 


close budget for the two-bit top in 
a 1,500-seat house. 

Rivoli on the east 
which had been trying vaude for 
about four weeks after all other 
business attempts at the spot had 
failed, quit Saturday (4). Was play- 
ing four acts on a split. Booked by 
Eddie Sherman, who may have to 
pay off, since the four acts, which 
were to open at the house Saturday, 
reported ready for rehearsal. House 
had been constantly sliding under 
the management of Clyde McKay, 
operating for a group of business 
men who had taken the house over 
from receivership. 


downtown 





“AT LIBERTY 


Young man thirty-five years of 
age, a live wire 


THEATRE MANAGER, 


with seventeen years’ experience 
in operating theatres. Thorough 
experience in all branches of 
theatre management and promo- 
tion. Would also be interested 
as buyer for a circuit of theatres. 


a 





Reasonable salary considered. 


WRITE BOX 206, VARIETY, 
NEW YORK 

















All-Around Showman 


International Experience 
AVAILBALE 


Twenty years’ knowledge in all 
branches. Can handle anything 
from a booking office, a chain of 
theatres or an individual house. 
Write me; I can surely interest 
you. 


Box 213, Variety, New York 











DE MUTH’S 4 JEWELS 


Entire Act 
TRAINED, STAGED and PRODUCED 
By HARRY DE MUTH 





Had been out a year while hook- 
ing the local Paramount. 























Try Tabs and Films 





Canton, March 6. 








That he will now act 


ALLEN OFFI¢ 


JACK 


Palace Theatre Building, 
NEW YORK CITY 





ATTENTION 


Artists-Desiring European Engagements Communicate with 


DICK HENRY | 


Who Represented the William Morris-Curtis & Allen European 
Booking Department 


ANNOUNCES 


in the same capacity for the CURTIS & 


CURTIS & ALLEN 


Palace theatre here, after several 
weeks of stage presentations and 
films, has switched to tabs and 
films, with Ranor Lehr, and a com- 
pany of 30, offering the stage show. 
New policy will be permanent if the 
natives warm up to the revue of- 
| fering, otherwise the house will re- 
vert back to straight pictures. 
| Union stage hands and operators 

continue to pic’ >t the house. Ad- 
| mission continues at 30 cents. Kids 
admitted any time for a dime. 


money for you I can’t for myself. 


tures, 
plays. 


Know how to layout and 





it exclusively 





Kalcheim’s Morris Post 





; , . New York’ t Acrobatie Teacher 
pire, Glens Falls, and the Hudson, aan pg oper te ig York 
Hudson, are booking WGY acts for Phone, Circle 7-9743 
personal appearances. 

$4444444444464. 4444444444 4444044 


MANAGER AT LIBERTY 
NO SALARY AT ALL 


Will manage your theatre on a percentage basis. 


If I can’t make 
Have managed the best of the- 


atres, booked, bought and publicized vaudeville and motion pic- 


design ad copy and lobby dis- 


Bright, snappy money making ideas at a minimum cost. 
Best of references and appearances. 


Write Box 207, Variety, New York 
FHFFFSFEFHF FFF FFF 4444444444444444444446466444444644 





CHARLES H. Nat Kalcheim has been placed in | sa 





charge of the William Morris of- BUSINESS MANAG ER } 
fice’s foreign department, in addi- |! Who for thr sada fully } ' 
: ' . , as ‘ ee years successfully handled all BOOKINGS AND PUB- 
tior t the ‘thy 1 = TW for A A . 
“ & od . ‘s a ure house booking LICITY for one of the its ea attractions in America. 
: ow handles ’ AT LIBERTY 
, i Dick H ae rie . ‘ to handle any attraction of merit Can bool i 1 route for indefinite time 
Taft Building, cK Henrys return to Curtis & | no layoffs, no l¢ - r : a ee eee cee eee eee i 
i Allen under lissoluti +} | ' “Me =" ng juinps, can furnish best of references and show you 
HOLLYWOOD, CAL. zy E ele ! MISSOMUON of Hie hundreds of boxoffice statements to prove that there is important mone) 
Morris-C. & <A. tie-up left the Mor to be had in the sticks, 








iris foreign Spot open 








Write Box 20%, Variety, New York 
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STATE, N. Y. ACADEMY, N. LA aoe haw as a show aggre- laneiiiiads with some good comedy . 
: gation makes a good combo to injected. With the announcements 
Hither the booker figured on the} Question sometimes pops up as to| dance by at some such spot. It is.and talk eliminated, act rates at ar tn Ss 
‘Secret of Mme. Blanche’ whether the Academy can possibly| presumed that the booking was | least third spot on the bill, which it 
(Metro) to pull the crowd or else| Oct 8° many bad acts in consecu- | prompted by the little rep that the | probably will get before the day is 
tive order by accident. Coincidence, | unit has garnered in its b icasts ise ‘Cant ; tes 
id that the novelty of the ’ Ss broadcasts | over. (Continued from page 37) 
had an idea y seemingly, can’t go that far. Andjover Columbia. Otherwise it's a| j:merson and Baldwin are clever 
Hutchinson Family would|yet the acts continue in the same} band act that plays its tunes well | sleic pt Boe poms” pan magi- | i"8 while a year ago, when the de- 
back up the comedy name draw of |‘#Steless procession. With one | and touts a couple of girl warblers cal performers, who devote most of | Presh was just as severe for others, 
other answer presenting itself, and| who help make things a little mor ~wa. ee ; Rees Seep lhis take went as hich as $5.000 
Ken Murray, who tops the bill. An- | made logical by house re action, the | diverting 8 ©/the early part of their offering to/| me - S as nigh as a 
' “ , . | materi: ‘ i cide ( reek. 
gwer seems to be faulty in either ya carefully hunts out The blonde shows a ome ee oe 7 oe Rudy Vallee was just a crooner 
“tdo us € y ‘tainme ack EE segind hw - j Aarmity s Th. wu) al 425 JUSU < croon 
case, for the house was light Friday just t at type of entertainment. kna k for throating a blues lament, | disappearing bird-cage stunt, a hoke | and the crooner vogue hadn't start- 
afternoon, though there was more Judging acts on any other stand- waste She ethan, billed as Helen |jeyitation and some classy juggling |ed in the 5,000,000-share exchange 
ard than house appreciation prob- | *4ncis, directs her efforts to the| which sets them solid. days, but since then he’s graduated 


than average value to the enter- 
tainment. Broadway has been 
spoiled on big names and no longer 
geems able to sense good program 
value without a four-figure act to 
top with, though plenty of high- 
priced collections have given less 
gatisfaction than this 74-minute 
getup of novelty and comedy. Bill 
all told runs three minutes short of 


three hours. 

Hutchinsons do not seem to mean 
a thing to Broadway. Might have 
had some value when the act first 
came along, but they’ve been for- 
gotten now, and no one along the 
big street cares about the quartet 
who stranded in an airship near Ice- 
land. Act is advantageously spotted 
and the kids get a little applause, 
but it’s about 14 minutes, and about 
10 too long. Same setup as when 
they opened in the suburbs except 
that NBC now announces the pres- 
entation through the mikes instead 
of via screen. Too talky in spite of 
an effort to give the turn diversity, 
and about the only explanation 
seems to be that NBC had urged 
the booking to interest in the air 
time. But it takes an act to do that. 

Opening is the familiar Gautier'’s 
Toy Shop, four nice-looking ponies 
in a finished routine, working with 
four dogs, which do some great rid- 
ing, including a shift of saddles 
while all four are in motion. Tops 
the average trained animal act in 
that the routine is different and not 
dependent upon an unridable mule. 

William Hall duos for a nice col- 
lection of handclapping. Sticks to 
the mike and the stage instead of 
bolting off to nurse the applause, 
with the result that he gets more 
of a hand when he does exit and 
back for an earned encore. Strong 
and musical voice and a nice stage 
manner, collecting with a flock of 
songs, including ‘Without a Song,’ 
‘My Darling,’ ‘Play, Fiddle’ and 
‘Dusty Shoes.’ Used the mike for 
tonal quality rather than amplifica- 
tion. It makes a difference that 
Way. 

Charles Slim Timblin found them 
all ready for a laugh when he came 
on third with his blackface specialty 
that suggests John Healey to the 
old-timers, but is new to this gen- 
eration, book and all. He rolled 
them with some pretty blue jokes, 
but he had to wait quite a while to 
collect on his biggest laugh, which 
is where the telephone book comes 
in handy. Friday there were three 
sets of laughs; right after the gag, 
& moment later, and then a short 
wait for the slow third division. 
Puts a new jazz into the encore 
with the Negro wedding that’s not 
as funny, but still funny enough. 

Hutchisons came next and let 
down the show, but Ken Murray 
breezed out and pulled them right 
back again with the stooges. He 
did 18 minutes without tiring and 
still strong on applause. 

Mosconi Brothers closed with a 
neat dancing act that has finish and 
sensation. They always get over, 
and even got a recall, though 
usually the last act has to quit 
cold here. 

Only the newsreel in addition to 
the picture. Chie. 


LOEW’S VALENCIA 


Jamaica, L. I., March 3. 

This week this large deluxer, the 
only house on the Island playing 
vaude on a week stand, has vaude 
back again. Last week the Valencia 
played Fanchon & Marco’s ‘Desert 
Song’ tab. All during the week 
many seats were vacant. The Island 
folks like their vaude straight. Al- 
though at first show Friday after- 
noon (3) plenty of seats were unoc- 
cupied on the street floor, this 
week's show should draw. 

It has for its feature Nan Hal- 
perin and the Anatole Friedland 
revue. Miss Halperin, a resident of 
Kew Gardens, is being built up as a 
home-town girl. This is the first 
time that she has played Jamaica. 
Although not greeted when she 
made her appearance, the folks gave 
her a good sendoff after her turn. 
During the turn she frequently men- 
tioned Kew Gardens and made a 
neat curtain speech about the home- 
town stuff. 

Show is well balanced. It picks 
up nicely with Jans and Whalen. 
Screen fare includes news, trailers 
and the feature, ‘The Secret of 
Madame Blanche’ (Metro), which 
will not mean much to the Islanders. 

The Gretonas start the show on 
the wire. Frank and Peter Trado, 
with their turn changed in spots, 
held the deuce nicely. The boys got 
plenty of applause. Miss Halperin 
with her characterizations started 
slowly, but finished big. 

Friedland’s revue, with a cast of 
29, closes the show excellently. 








ably is wrong. The 14th street mob 
seemingly goes heaviest for the type 
of entertainment that seems most 
mediocre from the standpoint of al- 
most any other theatre. 


Current week's layout is just an- 
other Academy show. What com- 
edy there is, is of a rowdy, slightly 
blue nature. The customers eat it 
up. Novelty there is none. Class is 
of the Woolworth type—carefully 
labeled as ‘class.’ 


Show opens with Paul and Ninno 
Ghezzi in their exceptionally fine 
hand-to-hand turn. They deserve 
better billing and spotting than this. 


Herbert Faye and Co. (New Acts) 
is number two. Faye’s been around 
a long time and his material even 
longer, Last time noted he was with 
Mildred Harris Chaplin to help her. 
He did. Now he has substituted an 
unknown blonde lassie for Miss 
Chaplin, another gal for ‘class’ and 
he’s on his own. It’s a pretty dull 
act until somewhere toward the end. 
With the act is a lad named Silver 
who is Faye’s straight man and 
whose sole claim to glory seemingly 
is a fairly good imitation of Che- 
valier that he stretches about 600% 
beyond the acceptable stage. One 
of the girls makes believe she looks 
like Garbo, although nobody in the 
audience believes her, and Faye does 
a really nice imitation of Schnozzle 
Durante. That’s all. 


Irene Beasly, who used to have a 
radio rep, is in the center groove. 
She has a fairly acceptable person- 
ality, but doubtful how much her 
half-dozen songs méan. 

Charles Kemper in next to shut is 
one of the big-boy comics. He uses 
burlesque mannerisms and material, 
suggesting that kind of background. 
To clean up he uses Bert Lahr’s 
business of the examination in a 
doctor’s office. It was too dirty for 
even Lahr after the first time. 

Ralph Cooper and his sepia band 
close. They’re a fairly agile group 
of musikers with no special heat or 
excitement. They bang through 
their allotted group of numbers and 
call it a day. 

That’s the vaudeville, and on the 
screen there’s a picture called ‘The 
Gentleman Crook,’ according to the 
mazdas in front of the theatre. In- 
side it turns out to be ‘“Topaze’ 
(Radio). Kau}. 


ALBEE, BROOKLYN 


Special boxoffice enticement here 
this week revolves around Molly 
Picon, and even at that it looks as 
though the draw will be pretty well 
confined to her own following. They 
were there to greet her Saturday on 
the first and second matinees, jam- 
ming the main floor and thickly 
spotting the upper reaches. But 
with the subsequent performance, 
when the price tab took a nudge 
upward, came a decided slump. Per- 
haps by that time the banking 
moratorium was beginning to reflect 
itself. But anyway the earlier flurry 
and the reception the Yiddish 
comedienne scored gave ample in- 
dication that the pulling power was 
there as far as this house was con- 
cerned. 

As a vaudeville bill the current 
sample shouldn’t give cause for 
crowing. It was an awkwardly 
slapped together affair, and the pace 
with which it staggered along and 
the response it garnered as a whole 
showed it. Whatever rise it took 
out of the customers was fairly well 
monopolized by the Picon session. 

One act that seemed to be en- 
tirely out of its element was Her- 
man Hyde and his Miss Mona, with 
the clientele here declining to see 
anything funny in such resorts as 
posterior comedy and gags about 
girl fiddles and pigeons. Barto and 
Mann, spotted in  next-to-shut, 
worked as diligently as ever, and 
though they kept the titters coming 
as they tussled through the assort- 
ment of knockabout shenanigans 
the fare-thee-well palming was 
away below par for them. 

The Picon performance was a 
thing of perfectly fashioned mimicry, 
with a master of the art of feeding 
it to an audience that fully appre- 
ciated every bit of it and clamoring 
for more. Number that socked them 
hardest around the collective tickers 
was her ‘Wandering Melody’ con- 
ceit, although the finer touches of 
the artist were exhibited in ‘The 
Rhapsody of the Working Girl’s 
Life’ and the old Yiddish lady bit, 
using a medico’s office as its back- 
ground A deftly-balanced and scin- 
tillating repertoire is the 
now using, and a crack piece of tip- 
top entertainment of its kind for 
anv audience. 

Closing assignment went to the 
Paul Tremaine unit, with the act’s 
routine smacking of something that 
was aged in the wood as far back 
as five years ago. The band is 
doubling from a Broadway eatery, 


one she's 


risibilities with a drunk takeoff that 
settled well with the Saturday mat- 
inee mob. Other attempt at the com- 
edy touch was Tremaine’s passages 
with the plump little piano player, 
which registered frequently enough. 
Also included in the cast for the 
Stage date was a dusky pair, the 
Lindy hoppers, who did a similar 
Harlem terpsical interlude for Paul 
Whiteman in the Loew houses sey- 
eral months ago. 

There was the usual heavy body 
tossing in the Renoff, Renova and 
Bekefi turn, that opened, with the 
Sinclair Twins also on hand to lend 
a pair of nifty figures for optical 
absorption and relief between the 
tossing moments. Act gathers a 
better than moderate sendoff. 

‘Child of Manhattan’ (Col) topped 
the screen fare. Odec. 


CIRCLE, NEW YORK 


Vaudeville and pictures on the 
Woolworth plan at 15¢ afternoons 
and two-bits evenings, three 
changes weekly, is grinding away at 
this Loew oldie in opposition to 
something or other, including Zit’s 
Cosmopolitan. Like those eateries 
where it’s all you can eat for some 
small change, here it’s all you can 
stend for the 15 centimes, 


Two-day show in Tuesday and 
Wednesday with the features ‘I’m 
a Fugitive’ (WB) and ‘Fast Com- 
panions’ (U), could be stood, how- 
ever, in view of the low budget 
house must be working on and the 
toll exacted at the b.o. 


Circle smells pretty old and the 
kids whistle from the balcony, but 
the actors, in on coffee with doubt 
about the cake, don’t seem to mind. 
They strive hard to please, and at 
two-bits the complaints shouldn't 
be so many, if any at all. 

In addition to Art Kahn and an 
eight-piece orchestra, a line of 12 
girls and several specialty singles, 
Tuesday-Wednesday stage unit 
running one hour, included a dance 
team and the act of Seed and Lon- 
don, Latter, as announced, played 
the Palace when it was two-a-day. 
Now it’s the Circle on two days at 
plenty of shows a day, and this act 
as well as a lot of others is prob- 
ably happy to get the booking. Such 
is what’s happened to vaudeville. 


Judging a Palace show of the 
days when the Palace was the Pal- 
ace, as against the Circle would be 
like comparing the stock market of 
1928 to today, but considering 
everything that’s happened, the 
Circle’s handout is easier to stom- 
ach than a look now at Wall Street. 


Undoubtedly Circle will be an un- 
welcome neighbor for the Cosmo- 
politan, which charges more, 35c, 
and hands out only one feature. 
Circle was playing to about three- 
fourths capacity at the last show 
Wednesday night and rrobably very 
little paper around. Indies don’t 
usually hand it out to kid anyone. 
A. & B. Dow is booking the house. 
George Godfrey is booker for the 
Cosmo, 

Pete Randall, m.c.’ing Wednesday 
night, introed acts well enough to 
get by. Mildred Andrews, with 
songs; Lillian Geda, acro dancer, 
and Jimmy Livingston, novelty 
dancer, all passing muster, are 
among specialty entertainers. Mel 
Klee is coming in Saturday (4) with 
an orchestra to replace Kahn. 
That’s one of the change days, 
others being Tuesdays and Thurs- 
days, and two features, plus news- 
reel and some shorts filler, on each 
show. 

For many years a grind filmer 
for Loew’s, Goldman & Berg, the 
owners, took back the Circle a 
couple of weeks ago, installing the 
present policy. Char, 


DOWNTOWN, L. A. 


Los Angeles, March 2. 


Vaude-film is now on a week-to- 
week basis at this Warner down- 
town house, where for more than a 
year the policy has been consist- 
ently keeping the red ink out of 
sight. Decision to drop the stage 
shows was prompted, presumably, 
by inability of Warners to come to 
terms with musicians for a similar 
| policy at their Hollywood, and there 
| will be no definite policy until these 











negotiations have been worked out | 


satisfactorily. 


Current show runs strong on tal- | 
lent, but revealed a lack of censor- | 
performance. | 
Several of the acts inserted a lot of | 


lship at the opening 


lrough stuff that had no place in 
ltheir offerings. This chatter elimi- 
nated will, if anything, aid the 
turns. 


Seven Rangers, male instrumen- 
talists and vocalists, open with one 
of the liveliest turns presented 
hereabouts in months. Boys are all 


‘talented, and do solo and ensemble! just won't do that. 


, 


{ 


In the trey spot Chappelle and the 
Raynor Twins, dancing act with 
Chappelle doing some nifty banjo 
strumming. Twins are boy and a 
girl who go in for difficult stepping 
and semi-adagio stuff. On current 
bill they rate the opening spot, but 
with no reflection of their work. 

Harrison and Elmo, working 
blackface, offer their oldtime dice 
game that drew many howls. A 
little of the patter could be elimi- 
nated, but otherwise act still clicks 
solidly. A blackface hoofer intro- 
duced for the finale. 

Closing allotted to Webster- 
Marino and Co., team of boys, with 
another couple added for good 
measure. Act runs heavily to adagio 
and acrobatics, with a burlesque 
adagio by the principals that scored 
solidly. For the windup they do an 
adagio that demonstrates real 
ability. 

‘Blondie Johnson’ (WB), news- 
reel, travelog and Jack Pearl com- 
edy on screen. Biz satisfactory 
opening mat. 


ORPHEUM, N. Y. 


Standard vaude bill of five acts 
on current long half, with ‘20,000 
Years in Sing Sinz’ (WB) the fea- 
ture. Stage portion neither below nor 
above the average, getting by okay 
with mobs patronizing this up- 
towner., 

House was doing a very nice bus!- 
ness Friday night, with picture un- 
doubtedly drawing. Maybe some of 
the money withdrawn from banks 
was beginning to come into the the- 
atre instead. 

Best act on show, and over best 
Friday night at final show, was 
Peggy Taylor and Gary Lean, head- 
ing the ‘Kitchen Pirates’ adagio 
turn. While this is only a six-min- 
ute offering, the adagio routine it 
contains goes over big. 

Next to closer, Floyd Christy, a 
fair-enough mixture of talk and 
acrobatics, latter in the serious vein 
and otherwise. This is the same 
two-act which has been billed 
around as Christy and Natarro. 
Christy’s running chatter along 
with the acrobatic work is never as 
strong on laugh-getting as the com- 
edy acro features of the routine 
which in slow motion gathers the 
right kind of a hand for the finish. 
While passing muster, the Christy 
act is weaker than the customary 
next-to-shut act booked in here by 
Loew’s on the long halves, 

Monica and Ann Skelly contribute 
more comedy than Christy as mid- 
dle-of-the-bill pick, with Ann’s 
monkeyshines lifting an otherwise 
mildly entertaining skit to the 
proper level. 

Eddie O’Rourke (New Acts), an 
Irish tenor who must wear off the 
marks of the amateur, No, 2 and 
over okay. 

Opener, Janet May in her aerial 
act with the succession of one-arm 
turnovers which here, as every- 
where, usually whips up a hand. 

Char. 








PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, March 3. 


Averagely good vaudeville plus 
Wheeler and Woolsey’s ‘So This Is 
Africa’ (Radio) looks promising for 
a nice week at the paybox. Bill was 
shy on name strength, with Russ 
Columbo strictly a divided opinion 
as a headliner. 

Buster Shaver has the best of his 
series of turns with midgets and 
provided the show with zip and nov- 
elty as a starter. Olive and George 
Brasno, his miniature entertainers, 
are well above midget average in 
versatility and intrinsic values to 
add to inborn cuteness. In consce- 
quence of these assets and skillful 
routining and piloting from Shaver, 
the turn is excellent vaudeville, and 
so was recognized at the Palace. 

In terms of laughs the Arnaut 
Brothers were a solid click in the 
trey, but the applause rations were 
a trifle skimpy. They played for 
3&K not long ago, and, of course, 
anybody that patronizes RKO to 
any extent has seen them repeat- 





edly. 

Preceded by an announcement 
over the public address system that 
she spoke only German and had 
come to America from Berlin opera 
for the Radio City inaugural, Vera 
Schwarz appeared third and in a 
blue turquoise lace gown. Her 
voice and her appearance were re- 
fined, mature and pleasant. The 
| audience liked here, but after two 
| numbers they answered with mitt- 
| smacking that was appreciative, | 
| but not the clamor that the German | 


I 

| lady deemed essential. In Chicago 
audiences are apt to suddenly chill 
when realizing that they are ex- 
pected to beg for encores. They 


to a $200,000 a year man. 

Dave Rubinoff now grosses about 
$1,200 a week between his radio and 
picture house engagements. In '29 he 
was a $225 single, in the same pic- 
.ture houses, 

Marlene Dietrich was showing her 
legs for UF A, for $250 or so a week, 
but she’s a $3,000 Paramount star 
now that there’s a depresh. 

Jimmy Cagney was in vaude at 
$75 top. He’s currently drawing $2,- 
239 as pictures’ best known fresh 
guy. 

Lyda Roberti was a $125 specialty 
girl in Fanchon & Marco units when 
Goldman-Sachs was a good buy. She 
gets $1,750 now. 

Cary Grant, known as Archie 
Leach then, worked on stilts in the 
Lomas Troupe and other turns for 
$50 and $60 in better times. In these 
depressing days he’s getting plenty 
more as a new film name. 

Mae West was doing the best she 
could between legit hits and flops, 
and mostly flops, in ’29, but she’s a 
$5,500 picture name on the New 
York Paramount stage this week, 

Lou Holtz didn’t exactly feel a de- 
presh in ’29, but he never saw $6,600 
a week as a stage salary until the 
depresh started. While things aren't 
so bad nowadays for Jack Pearl’s 
straight man, Cliff Hall (‘Sharlie’), 
either. 

Besides these, the list of those 
who are now enjoying prosperous 
times in the show business is lengthy, 
Times were tough for them when 
good for most of the _ world. 
Among these in radio are Arthur 
Tracy, Tony Wons, Reis and Dunn, 
Ben Alley, Singin’ Sam, Goodman 
Ace, Russ Columbo, Bing Crosby, 
Mills Bros., Boswell Sisters, Gene 
and Glenn, East and Dumke, Phil- 
lips Lord, and many others. All were 
little known or not known at all 
back in ’29. 


Still They Come 


Picture names to whom the de- 
presh has been anything but include 
Maurice Chevalier, Fredric March, 
Sylvia Sidney, Tallulah Bankhead, 
Carole Lombard, Miriam Hopkins, 
Wynne Gibson, Stuart Erwin, Ran- 
dolph Scott, Charles Laughton, 
Charles Starret, Frances Dee, Alison 
Skipworth, Roscoe Karns, Sari Ma- 
ritza, Irene Dunne, Lew Ayres, Sid- 
ney Fox, Tom Brown, Gloria Stuart, 
Ralph Bellamy, Colin Clive. 

Marie Dressler, Joan Crawford, 
Wallace Beery, Clarke Gable, Rob- 
ert Montgomery, Jackie Cooper, 
Jean Harlow, Madge Evans, Johnny 
Weismuller, Dorothy Jordan, Una 
Merkel, Maurene O'Sullivan, Robert 
Young, Myrna Loy, Mary Carlisle, 
Ruth Selwyn, Wallace Ford. 

Joe E. Brown, Edward G. Rob- 
inson, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Ruth 
Chatterton, William Powell, Kay 
Francis, Barbara Stanwyck, Warren 
William, Paul Muni, Loretta Young, 
Joan Blondell, George Brent, Chic 
Sale, Ann Dvorak, Bette Davis, Guy 
Kibbee, Evalyn Knapp, Frank Mc- 
Hugh, Aline MacMahon, Lyle Tal- 
bot, David Manners, Dickie Moore, 
Vivienne Osborne, Allen Jenkins, 
Claire Dodd, Helen Vinson, Glenda 
Farrell. 

Jimmy Dunn, Sally Eilers, Spen- 
cer Tracy, Joan Bennett, Marian 
Nixon, El Brendel, Herbert Mundin, 
Minna Gombel, Elissa Landi, Ralph 
Morgan, Alexander Kirkland, Lee 
Tracy, Leo Carrillo, Constance 
Cummings, Joan Marsh, Constance 
Bennett, Leslie Howard, Robert 
Armstrong, Joel McCrea, Edna May 
Oliver, Eric Linden, Roscoe Ates, 
Katherine Hepburn, Rochelle Hud- 
son, William Gargan, Arlene Judge, 
Dorothy Wilson, Bruce Cabot, etc. 

And there are others who weren't 
exactly passed up by prosperity 
when it was around generally, but 
who still don’t feel a depresh and 
are doing better or at least as well 





now as when there were no bank 
moratoria. They include the Jol- 
sons, the Marx Pros., the Garbos, 
Gilberts, Arlisses, Rogers, Cantors, 
Jessels, Dixes, Whitemans, Bernies, 
Gaynors, Farrels, and the rest. 

And Roosevelt was just a gov- 
ernor in ’29, and now he’s the Pres- 
ident of the United States. 





Fraulein Schwarz could have had, 
but didn’t get, an encore. 

Leavitt and Lockwood’s hokum 
next to closing and Russ Columbo 
at the tag end rounded out a Dill 
that in general was diverting, but 
missed fire as a distinguished enter- 

Land, 


As a resuit' tainment. 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (March 11) 


THIS WEEK (March 4) 


Numerals In connection with bills below inc.cate opening aay ef 


show. whether ful! or split week 














RKO 








NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (2) 


Patricia Bowman 
Nicholas Daks 
Vikings 


Harry Losee 
Geo Andre Co 
‘King Kong’ 
Academy 
Ist half (11-14) 
Lucky Milinder Or 
(Four to fill) 
2d half (15-17) 
N T G's Rev 
2d half (8-10) 
3 Emerald Sis 
Harry Welch Co 
Small’s Rev 
BROOKLYN 
Albee (3) 
Renoff, Renova & B 
Herman Hyde 
Molly Picon 





LYNBROOK 
Keith’s (5 only) 
Alyce & Jackie 
Fred Weber Co 
Four Magnanis 
Mack Bros & B 
Palm & Day Rev 

NEWARK 

Palace (11) 
James Evans Co 
Britt Wood 
Frances Langford 
Stuart & Lash 
Bert Frohman Co 


4) 

Campo & Partner 
Weist & Stanton 
Sylvia Froos 

Sid Page 

Dance Aristocrats 
NEW ORLEANS 

State (11) 

Libonati 3 











JOHNNY 





on his 


84th WEEK 


for the 
LEDDY & SMITH 
Office 


BRYANT 














Barto & Mann 
Paul Tremaine Or 


Prospec 
ist half (11-14) 
(To fill) 
2d half (15-17) 
Billy & Elsa Newell 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (8-10) 
Russian Art Circus 
Mack Bros. & B 
3 Little Sachs 
Al K Hall Co 
Sky Larkers 
BANY 


Palace 

ist half (11-14) 
Howard Marsh Co 
(Four to fill) 

2d half (8-10) 
Johnny Tyrell Co 
Lynn Canter 
Vox & Walters 
Nick Lucas 
3 Swifts 


BOSTON 
Keith’s (11) 
Snoozer, Jr 
F’rsythe Se’m’n & F 
Vera Schwartz 
Yorke & King 
Yacopi 7 


(4) 
Irene Vermillion Co 
Aaronson Fayre & L 
Daphne Pollard 
Pat Rooney & Jr 
Howard Marsh Co 
CHICAGO 
Palace (11) 
Con Colleano 
Al Verdi Co 
Evelyn Brent Co 
Jay C. Flippen 
Harriet Hoctor Co 
(4 


Buster Shaver Co 
Arnaut Bros 
Vera Schwarz 
Leavitt & L’'ckwood 
Russ Columbo Or 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (11) 
Larimer & Hudson 
Berry Bros’ 
Leavitt & L’ckwood 
Russ Columbo Or 


(4) 

Ted Tewis Rad 
COLUMBUS 
Ohio (4) 

4 Mills Bros 
DALLAS 
Keith’s (4) 

Alexander Gray 
Bernice Claire 
DETROIT 
Keith's (11) 
DeWolf Metc'lf & F 
Kirby & Duval 
Buster Shaver Co 
Joe Marks Co 
Barney ve Co 
4) 


Togo & Chiyo 
Charlie King Co 
Harry J Conley Co 
Garner Wolf & TH 
Stone & Gibbons 
GRAND RAPIDS 
Keith’s 

Ist half (w-14) 
$8 Blue Streaks 
Walter Walters 
Lester Cole Co 
Garner Wolf & H 
Stone & Gibbons 

Ist half (4-7) 
Gilbert Bros 
Kirby & Duval 
Hudson Wonders 
Joe Marks Co 
Ingenues 

sat ee 


Rivoli 
Ist half (11-14) 
Ruth Roye 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (4-7) 
Stewart & Violet 
Whitey Roberts 
Pease & Neilson 
Britt Wood 
Alex*nder Santos 
HOUSTON 
Keith's (11) 
Alexander Gray 
Bern'’* C!sire 





Al Abbott 
Irene Rich Co 
Vice Oliver 
June Purlans 
(4) 


Betty J Cooper 
Lottice Howell 
A & F Lake 
Bert Walton 
Lew Pollock Co 


OMAHA 
ist half (11-14) 
Gilbert Bros 
King Bros & C 
Alice Joy Co 
Roscoe Arbuckle 
Hudson Wonders 
Ist half (4-7) 
Robbins 3 
Al Abott 
Evelyn Brent Co 
Lewis & Ames 
Adler & Bradford 


PATERSON 
Keith’s 
Ist half €11-14) 
George Dormonde 
Carroll & Barnes 
Jack Pepper 
Bines’ Girls 
(One to fill) 
2d half (15-17) 
Gus Edwards Rev 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (8-10) 
Gracie Schenck Co 
Tyler Mason 
J E Howard Co 
Harold Boyd Co 
Anthony Trini Or 


PARK LANE 
Keith’s (12 only) 
Russian Art Circus 
(Four to fill) 

(5 only) 
Laddie Lamont 
Francis & Lloyd 
Frances White 
Don Santos 
Broadway Steppers 

PROVIDENCE 

Keith’s (11) 

3 White Flashes 
Hunter & Percival 
Aaronson Fayre & L 
Mel Klee 
Gambarelli 


( 

4 Franks 
Sroozer, Jr 
Venita Gould 
Joe May & Dottie 
Walter Powell Or 

TORONTO 
Hippodrome (11) 
Togo & Chiyo 
Lee Port & Dotty 
Arnaut Bros 
Ann Seymour 
Ingenues 


(4) 
Zelda Bros 
Boice & Marsh 
Neville Flseson 
Ross & Edwards 
Bernice & Emily 
TRENTON 
Canitol 
ist half (11-14) 

E Newell 

(Three to fill) 

2d half (8-10) 
Boyle & Della 
Paula S'one 
Bob Hall 
(One to fill) 

TROY 
Keith 

Ist half (11-14) 
Johnny Tyrell Co 
(Four to fill) 

2d half (8-10) 
Taketa Bros & Sis 
Vanderbilt Boys 
T.ionel ‘Mike’ Ames 
Talent & Merit 
Karre, Noves & 1% 

WESTWOOD 
Keith’s (11 only) 
Russian Art Circus 
(To fill) 

(4 only) 
T.addie T.amont 
Kramer IaMar &R 
Frances White 
Don Santos 
Broadway Stenpers 





Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (10) 

E Duchin Orch 

Milton Berle 

D & Edith Barstow 

Ivan Triesault 

Mario Rio 
Boulevard 

Ist half (10-13) 
Hite, Kenny & C 
Grace Johnson Co 





Marian 
& M 


Claude & 
Mells, Kirk 
3 Cossacks 
2d half (14-16) 
Miacahua 
Vic Laurie 
Loe, Fidler & W 
Rio Bros 
Henry. Tobias Orch 
Orpheum 
Ist half (10-13) 
Joe Bell Co 





Clyde Hajer 
Ruby Norton 
Wm Demarest 
Modena’'s Flashes 
2d half (14-16) 
Mangini Bros 
Leon Navaro 
Pease & Nelson 
Art Frank 
Chaney & Fox 
Paradise (10) 
Billy Wells Co 
Billy Hallen 
A & M Havel 
Bing Crosby 
State (10) 
Pasquali Bros 
Ann Greenway 
Harry Burns Co 
Harry Savoy 
Noble Sissle Orch 
BROOKLYN 
Gates Ave 
Ist half (10-13) 
Mangine Bros 
Elizabeth Kennedy 
M & A Skelly 
Vic Laurie 
Lee, Galils Co 
2d half (14-16) 
8 Rhythm Dancers 
Boyce & Marsh 
5 Bachelors 
Wm Demarest 
3 Cossacks 
Metropolitan (10) 
Leach La Quinlan 3 
Audrey Wyckoff 
Medley & Dupree 
Wm Hall 
Britton Orch 
Valencia (10) 
Arthur LaFleur Co 
Irene Beasley 
Lowe, Burnoff & W 
Barry & Whitledge 
Lina Basquette Or 





BALTIMORE 
Century (10) 
Ghezzis 
Lubin, Larry & A 
Street Singer 
Joe Morris Co 
Kitchen Pirates 
CLEVELAND 
State (10) 
Duponts 
Andre Renaud 
Weist & Stanton 
Aunt Jemima 
Chas Foy Co 
COLUMBUS 
Ohio (10) 
Ted Lewis 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew (10) 
Desert Song 
MONTREAL 
Leew (10) 
Mae Wynne Co 
Lora Hoffman 
Compo & Partner 
Sid Page Co 
Raye. Ellis & L 
NEWARE 
State (10) 
Gautiers Toy Shop 
Peggy Calvert 
Herbert Faye Co 
Pick & Pat 
White & Manning R 
NEW ORLEANS 
Ambassrador (10) 
Fuller Bros 
T & A Waldman 
Jack Usher Co 
Collins & Peterson 
Girardo & Nadine R 
WASHINGTON 
Fox (10) 
Gretonas 
Lawrence Gray 
Ken Murray 
Blue Rhythm Band 








WARNER 





ELIZABETH 
Rit 


Zz 

Ist half (10-13) 
Fuller-Rawson & D 
Edwards Rev 
Armida 

Ist half (3-6) 
A & S Lamont 
Ruth Ford 
Eddie Conrad Co 
Casear Rivoli Co 
Pablo 
Rita Royce Co 
Al K Hall Co 
Dance Bits 

2d half (7-9) 
lsroadway Steppers 
Lemeaux & Str'tf'rd 
Clim Crane 
Gergory Rev 
Demarest & Sibley 
4 DeGauchis 





PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (10) 


Radio Rogues 

Jack Pearl 

Cliff Hall 

(Two to ond 

F&H Seamon 

Nell Kelly 

Tiffany 2 

Ben Bernie Orch 
WASHINGTON 

Earle (10) 

3 Victor Girls 

Violet Carlson 

Ben res Orch 


( 
Merle’s Cockatoos 
Roy Smeck 
Jack McLallen 
Vaughn DeLeath 








OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 
1560 Broadway ‘ 
This Week: Eddie Walters, Thos. Connelly 











Fanchon 


& Marco 





BROOKLYN 
Fox (10) 
‘Club Richman’ Rev 

Jack Osterman 
Florenz & Alvarez 
Frances Faye 
Dolores Farris 
BOSTON 
Boston (10) 
‘Georgia Minstrels’ 
3 Gobs 
3 Georgia Prowns 
6 Comedians 
Thomas Harris 
Chick Beeman 
Lasses Brown 
Nay Brothers 
Billy Mitchell 
Billy Miller 
Norvelle Reese 


Metropolitan (10) 
‘Girl Trouble’ I 
Chester Fredericks 
Warren Jackson 
Radio Rubes 

De Long Sis 
Calif'rnia Redheads 
Joey Cey Lon 
Ottilie George 

5 Thoroughbreds 
Trouble Ens 


BRIDGEPORT 
Poli (10) 
‘Sally’ 
Mary Eaton 
Tack Waldron 
Troy Barnes 
Hal Young 
Miss Harriett 
George Guhl 
Lela Bliss 
Jack Egan 
Harry Stafford 
Jack Duffy 


CLEVELAND 
Palace (10) 
Frank Richardson 
Jack Randall Co 

Wing Wah Tr 
Goss & Barrows 
3 McCann Sis 


HARTFORD 
Canitol (10) 
‘Spotlights’ I 
Charles Melson 
Miss Irmanette 
3 Bredwins 
Olga Chalmers Co 
JERSEY CITY 
Tacew's (10) 
‘Desert Song’ 
Perry Askam 
Tanzi 
Earl Askam 
Nenette Vallon 
John Merky! 
Charles Boyle 
Sylvia Shore 
John Wagner 
LONG BEACH 
State (2) 
Mowatt Bros 
Lucille Sis 
Stroud 2 
Frank Gaby 
Millie Markell 
Dorothy Paddock 





Florence Yates 
Marie Kaye 
Cecille de Zemplen 
Thelma Weissinger 
Virginia Kays 
Mildred Stencil 
Billie Lemm 

Jean Olsen 


LOS ANGELES 
Paramount (2) 


Jordan & Woods 
Floria Gilbert 
Marco Ray 
O'Connor Fam 
Trixie Robinette 
Alice Carlsen 
Evelyn Baxter 
Lona Briem 
Marg’erite Hartwell 
Elsie Ulrich 
Charlotte Lee 
Deone Hunter 
Nellie Colt 
Bunny Bronson 
Coralee Mortenson 
Winnifred Chette 
Drena Beecher 
Joan Weston 
Evelyn Murray 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (10) 
Long Tack Sam 


4 Queens 
Pansy 


SAN FRANCISCO 
Warfield (10) 
‘Fun Cruise’ 
Kathleen Bessette 
Harry Stafford 
Keith Clark 
Franklyn D’Amour 
Moro & Yacconelli 
Keller Sis 
Eleanor Cress 
Jill’ Carroll 
Maurice Willingh’m 
Kay Martin 
Laura Knight 
Ellen Muhic 
Alaine Allen 
Doris Soso 
Bettie Frembling 
jetty Estrella 
Eleanor Sullivan 
Elsie de Kolty 
ST. LOUIS 
Fox (10) 
2 Daveys 
4 Flushers 
Will Mahoney 
Marcelle & Willi’ms 
Geo Prentice 
WORCESTER 
Poli (10) 
‘Whoopee’ I 
Buddy Doyle 
Bobbe Arnst 


Jane Lee 
John Rutherford 
Pietro Gentili 


Carter De Haven Jr 
William Dyer 
Eddie Abdo 
Howard Nugent 
Virginia 1. Bouldin 
Juan Villasana 





Picture Theatres 





NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (3) 

Mae West 

Georges Metexa 

‘Done Him Wrong’ 


RKO Roxy (3) 
Art Frank 
Annie, Judy & Z@ 
Ken Tarvey 
Don Carche 
DuVal & D'‘abrile 4 
‘King Kong’ 

Roxy (3) 
Jackie Osterman 
Florenz & Alvarez 
Frances Faye 
Dolores Ferris 
‘There Goes Bride’ 


BROOKLYN 

Paramount (3) 
Mitchel & Durant 
Lucille Page 
Beryl Wallace 
Ray Sax 
Harry Stockwell 
‘King of Jungle’ 


BALTIMORE 
Hippedrome (3) 
Whiteman’'s Stars 
Peggy Healy 
‘Great Jasper’ 
BOSTON 
Metropolitan (3) 
‘School Days’ 





Freddy Craig Jr 
‘King of Jungle’ 
DETROIT 
Fox (3) 
Paris on Parade 
‘State Fair’ 
Michigan (3) 
Don Redman 
Connie's Inn Rev 
‘King of Jungle’ 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fays (3) 
Bi'ndes & Brunettes 
‘Self Defense’ 
Fox (3) 
Lillian Shade 
Radio Rubes 
Great Yacopis 
Belett & Lamb 
Peg Leg Rates 
‘Humanity’ 
ST. LOUIS 
Ambassador (3) 
George RFeatty 
Verdi & Lee 
Joyce & Jenner 
Robbins Fam 
‘King’s Vacation’ 
Fox (3) 
Dave Apollon 
Gary & Dixon 
Norma Williams 
Al Lyons 
Danzi Goodell 
Little Jack Little 











Milton Douglas ‘Infernal Machine’ 
Week of March 6 
Canterbury M. H. EAST HAM 
Ist half (6-8) Premier 
Fred Lindsay Co Carello Bd 
Co as booked HAMMERSMITH 
2d half (9-11) lace 
Rusty & Shine Cotton Bad 
Co as booked a mas 
Dominion paper 
John Myrddin Carello Bd 
Vand & Viadimir NEW CROSS 
Kinema 
Kit Kat Rest Younkman Bd 
Co as booked PECKHAM 
New Victoria Palace 
Ralfini Bd Younkman Bad 
BRIXTON TREATHAM 
Astoria Palace 
Fields & Rossini I & P Hyde 
Val Rosing SUTTON 
8 Victoria gls County 
8 Astoria gels I & P Hyde 
CLAPTON TOTTENHAM 
Rink Palace 


Parsons Bd 





Parsons Bd 








Cabarets | 





NEW YORK CITY 


Biltmore Hotel 


Paul Whiteman Or 
Jane Vance 

Red McKenzie 
Peggy Healy 

Irene Taylor 

Jack Fulton Jr 
Ramona 


Central P’k Casino 


Morton Downey 
Eddy Duchin Orch 
Chateau Internat’! 
Queenie Smith 
Ross & Sargent 
Don Mario 

Cobina Wright’s Or 
Franzell 

Joe Moss 

Will Oakland 


Club Mayfair 


Millard & Anita 
Oscar Davis 
Margie Landy 
Madlyn Moore 
Beth Cannon 

Lee 

Al Crawford Orch 
$ Mayfair Beauties 


Connie’s Inn 


Cora Green 
Bobby Evans 
Jazzlips Richardson 
P & B Mecres 
Emma Smith 
Bessie Dudley 
Lillian Cowan 
Red & Struggle 
Simms & Bowie 
Louise Cook 
Willie Jackson 
Lucky Seven 3 


Cotton Club 


Aida Ward 
Henri Wessel 
Swan & Lee 
Anise Boyer 

Roy Atkins 
Nicholas Bros 
Leitha Hill 
Elmer Turner 

4 Flash Devils 
Necodemus 
Alma Smith 
Little Bits 
Bobby Sawyer 
Jimmie Baskette 
Norman Astwood 
Cab Calloway Orch 


Club Richman 


Jack Osterman 
Richman Rev 
Jerry Freeman Or 
Arthur Brown 
C & C Herbert 
Francis Faye 

El Chico’s 


Duran & Moreno 
l.orenzo Herrera 
El Flamengo 
Al Valencia Orch 
El Flamencito 
Nina & Moreno 
Marquita Flores 
Ignacio Ruffino 
Marta de la Torre 
Accordion Luis 


El Patio 
Beatrice Lillie 
Fontana & Coles 
Endor & Farreil 
Henry King Or 

Embassy Club 


Morton Downey 

De Marcos 

Jean Vance 

H Rosenthal Ore 

Don Carlos Orc 
Gypsy Trail 

Baroness Erzsi 

louis Hegedush 

Ethel Pastor 

Kokosch Gypsy Or 

H’lyw’d R’staurant 

Fowler & Tamara 

Collette Sis 

Frank Hazzard 

Blanche Bow 

4 Climas 

Marquerite & Leroy 





Theo Phane 
Barbara Blane 
Jean Muna 

Ahi 

Vercell & Sinnott 
Gladys Leslie 

Tris Adrian 

Marian Martin 
Floria Vestoff 
Eddie Ray 

Kris Gerald 

T & F Hoag 
Byrnes & Swanson 
Slave Dance 
Isham Jones Orch 


Hotel Lexington 
Don Bestor Orch 
Mayfair Yacht Club 
Ross & Sargent 
Meyer Davis Orch 

Hotel Montclair 
Charley Eckels Or 


Monte Carlo 

Val Vestoff 

Vito & Piri 

Donald Burr 
Medisca & Michaell 
Dorothy Dell 
James Hall 

Ethel Allis 


Nut Club 
Jack White 
Jerry Bergen 
Lulu Bates 
Brooke Adams 
Bill Spencer 
Blanche Latell 
Dorothy Maxine 
Al Parker 
Jimmy Murphy 
3 Blake Sis 
Lew Dolgofft 
Joe Haymes Orch 


Paradise 
N T G Rev 
Cantor's Beauts 
Abe Lyman Orch 


Paramount Grill 


Ted Healy Co 
T Manahan Ore 


Park Central Hotel 


Russ Columbo Orch 
Hannah Williams 


Park Central 
Freddie Martin Or 
Frances Langford 
Rachel Carlez 
4 Sizzlers 
Charmel 
Selbys 


Place Pigalle 


Peggy de Albrew 
Veloz & Yolanda 
E Madreguera Orch 
D Alberto Tangoists 


Hotel Pennsylvania 
Ted Weems Orch 


Roosevelt Hotel 
Guy Lombardo Or 


Royal Box 
Elizabeth Welch 
Opel Cooper 
John Maclin 
Charles Lewis 
Gordon St. Chad 


Russian Arts 
Joe Morantz Orch 
Renee & Laura 
Nickolas Hadarick 
Barra Birs 
Misha Usanoff 


St. Regis Hotel 
Anson Weeks Orch 


Small’s Paradise 


‘Black Rhythm’ R 
Nyra Johnson 
Meers & Norton 

3 Speed Demons 
Geo Walker 

Wm Spellman 

3 Palmer Bros 
May Alex 


Mabel Scott r 
Roy White Karoly Nyaray 
Dorothy Turner » Village Bara 
Chas Johnson Ore Brook Adams 
Taft Grill Val Vestoff 
Molly MacGovern 
Gee Hall Orch Joe Furst’s Orch 
The Csarda Waldorf-Astoria 
Karoly Bencze Nina Laughlin 
Zsiga Bela Jack Denny Orch 
Blackhawk Dick Lane on 
Rose & Ray Lyte Dick Rock Ore 
Deane Janis Paramount 
a Sep See Nan Blackstone 
Bismarck Anita LaPierre 
Mary Nolan 


Wade Booth 
Rosemary Deering 
Art Kassel Orch 
Jinette Vallon 
Alex & Swanson 


Blue Grotto 


Tina Tweedie 
Marjorie Tate 
Marge & Marie 
Honey Sis 

Jean Miles 
Jackie Daw Orch 


Cafe DeAlex 


Alfredo & Dolores 
Marie de la Vega 
Leola Ackman 
Enrico Clausi 
Dennis O'Neil 
E Hoffman Orch 
Chez Paree 
Henry Dunn 
Stadler & Rose 
Ella Logan 
Pauline Belleau 
Doris Robbins 
Ben Pollack Orch 


College Inn 


Frank Libuse 
Phil LeVant 


Congress Hotel 


Baron & Blair 
Katya Libby & C 
Robert Royce 
Lopez Orch 


Frolic’s 


Tex Guinan Gang 
Florence Barlow 
Ralph Cook 
Yvonne Douvier 
June Carroll 
Bernie Marshall 
Easter & Hazelton 








Mme llona deThury 


Peggy Moore 

Genevieve Moore 

Billy Carr 

Mary Neville 

Syd Lang Orch 
Playground 

Eddie Clifford 

Vaughn Sis 

Julia Lyons 

Robinson & Louise 

June Hurley 

Noma Ballard 

Cazi Lorraine Orch 

Terrace Gardens 


Paul Sis 

Mayfield 3 

The Daniels 

Alice Blue 

Don Pedro Orch 
Vanity Fair 


Earl & Josephine 
Frances McCoy 
Marie Whitney 
cliff Winehill 
Chas Staright Or 
Via Lago 
Jackie Hamlin 
Todd Sis 
Paula Tymes 
Wiki Bird 
Al Handler Bd 
Wintergarden 


Buckley & Bennett 

Miss Lydia 

Lovey Twins 

Joreska & Lydia 

Frankie Masters Or 
100 Club 

LaMignon 

Johanna Nagle 

Jimmy Noone Orch 

Grant Withers 








Exploitation 





(Continued from page 17) 


the standard price, and yet the pa- 
per is of better quality since it is 
supposed to withstand a longer 
showing. 

Of course, no one is going to buy 
the Radio pictures just to use a free 
one-sheet, but it carries the sugges- 
tion that the company will back the 
bookings up, and from that angle 
it’s a real sales adjunct. It’s shrewd 
work. 





Resuming Billboards 
Los Angeles. 

RKO Hillstreet returns to bill- 
boards for first time in months for 
the run of ‘Goona Goona,’ French- 
made pic distributed in this country 
by First Division, opening (17) for 
one week. 

Decision to use stands was 
reached when the distrib offered to 
supply gratis 150 24’s, 50 3's and 
50 6’s. 

‘Goona Goona’ will be doubled 
with ‘The Past of Mary Holmes.’ 


Got a Laugh 

Announcement that a dog would 
be given some patron on a desig- 
nated evening brought out a lot of 
extra business. Wasn't that most 
of those coming wanted a dog, but 
the something-for-nothing idea at- 
tracted. 

Between the two shows the man- 
ager came out on the stage, selected 
10 candidates for the honor and let 
the audience decide by applause 
vote which person got the dog. 

Interest ran high for 10 minutes 
before a decision was finally made, 
but nine of the patrons were chased 
off the stage, and the winner was 
formally presented with the dog. It 
came from the frankfurter stand 
next door, and the audience enjoyed 
the laugh. Simple stuff, but it went 
over. 


Two Contests 


Virginia theatre, Champaign, IIL, 
used two contests for ‘Strange In- 
terlude’ when playing the Metro 
special. First was a free for all in 
the Urbana ‘Courier,’ in which parts 
of sentences were scattered through 
the classified ads. Assembled prop- 
rig they told the story of the book- 
ng. 

Other stunt went into the ‘Tilini,’ 
college paper, on the argument that 
the story should interest the stu- 
dents. ‘his was the old gag of pic- 
tures of Gable and Miss Shearer, 
with balloons to be filled in by what 
the students thought they were say- 
ing. Presidents of all the houses got 
free admission, and autographed 
photos were sent all fraternity 
members. Pass was clipped to a 
neatly lettered announcement for 
the bulletin board. 

College permitted posters in the 
halls and gym, and the college book- 
store stocked copies of the play. 


Wising Up the Natives 
Los Angeles. 
To keep things alive around the 
Paramount during its five-day dark- 
ness, with the changeover from Par- 
Publix to F.&M., an information 
man, at a card table, was kept at 
the sidewalk line to inform passers- 


— 


Behind the Keys 





(Continued from page 17) 


the California, dark for some time, 
C. H. Miller moved over as manager, 

Nevin Davidson resigned (25) As 
manager of the Imperial (F-WC) 
Long Beach, Cal., and is replaced by 
Marty Schwartz, who also manageg 
the West Coast there. 

Balboa, F-WC subsequent run in 
San Diego, went double feature (26) 
at 15c. 

Harry Hartman, former Southern 
California div. mgr. for Fox-West 
Coast, became an indie exhib (25) 
when he opened the Ramona, in San 
Diego, with a double feature policy 
at 15-20c. House is directly oppo- 
site the F-WC North Park, second 
run, scaled at 35c, loges 55c. 





New York. 

Robert Titus, manage. of RKO 
Royal, resigned. Succeeded by Wil- 
liam Sanford; Ben Schenker new 
assistant, replacing Abe Vallett, 
promoted to management of the 
RKO, Cedarhurst, L. I, succeeds J, 
Sheridan, resigned. 


Hartford, Conn. 

Hugh J. Campbell, manager of 
the State and Circle, Manchester, 
transferred to Lenox, Hartford. Ben 
Cohen, who came to Warners’ from 
the Publix theatre department to 
become manager of the Lenox, goes 
to Manchester in charge of Warner 
Theatres. Albert Prince, formerly 
manager of the Lenox, leaves to 
take charge of shoe store chain 
owned by his father, who died last 
week. 

Al Weiss, formerly manager of 
Colonial, to the Regal, downtown. 

Nathan Koenig becomes secretary 
to Congressman-elect Herman P, 
Koppleman. 

Warner art department now in- 
cludes Floyd Foley, Eddie Karpin- 
ski, Nat Greenwood and George 
Smith. 

John Fogarty succeeds George 
Capwell at Fox-Arthur. 





Seattle. 

Tom Olsen bought Liberty, Lew- 
iston, Ida., to operate his own thea- 
tre after several years with F-WC 
organization. 

Jim Runte, fromerly at Fifth Ave., 
where he was assistant to Jim 
Clemmer, now manager State, Spo- 
kane; H. D. McBride, manager of 
Fox, Spokane. 

Terry McDaniel leaves as mane- 
ager Spokane division for PNW, 
going to L. A. for Skouras. Terry 
was former city manager in Seattle. 





Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Al O’Camp replaced A. Connolly 
as manager of the RKO Shore Road, 





Yonkers, N. Y. 
Jerome Baker, formerly assistant 
treasurer at the RKO 86th St., New 
York, new manager of Strand, suce 
ceeding William Cook. 





Pittsburgh. 
Harry Michalson, until a month 
ago exchange manager for RKO- 
Radio pictures, promoted to district 
manager of entire territory of which 
Pittsburgh is a part. Succeeded in 
the local office by George Lefko. 





Los Angeles. 
Six picture houses in the Los An« 
gseles territory (including Arizona) 
went dark during the past week, 
with another, the Orange, at Orange 
(suburb) going into a three-day-a- 
week policy, effective (4). House 
is now dark Monday to Thursday, 


inclusive. Other houses closing 
were: 

New Orpheum, Phoenix, Ariz. 
(Publix-Rickards); Granada (in- 


die), Bakersfield, Calif., due to fire; 
Graham, Graham, Calif.; Moneta 
and Union Square, L. A.; Uplands, 
Uplands, Calif. 

Arizona ‘houses reopened during 
the week were: 

Ravena, formerly Granada, at 
Chandler, operated by Joe Woods, 
one of the former operating part- 
ners. House installed W. BE. equip- 
ment while shut down; Rialto, Cote 
tonwood, Burke and Brisley oper- 
ating; Royal, at Morenci, reopened 
for part time operation by F. C. 
Martin; Lyric, Yuma, opened for 
part time. California—H. M. Cohen 
reopened the Le Mesa at Le Mesa; 
Avalon, Wilmington, reopened by 
Max Shapiro. 

Ownership changes recorded with 
the L. A. Film Board of Trade are: 
Alhambra, Phoenix, Ariz., Far 
West Amusements to De Lao and 
Lawson; Cosmo, Glendale, G. lL. 
Smith taking over Carl Young’s in- 
terest and operating; Pritchard and 
Hanson splitting on operation of 
the Cairo, L. A., with Ivan C, Han- 
son continuing to operate; Boris 
Posner taking over full ownership 
of Sandow and Posner, operating 
the Peco, L. A.; J. De Lamate re- 
tires from association with H. A. 


and Harold Duncan, with former 
now operating the Hillcrest, San 
Diego. 


Mrs. N. C. Son, daughter of the 
late R. W. McKinney, is operating 
McKinney’s Playhouse and the 





by of the reopening and the new 
policy. 


Regent, as executrix of her father’s 
estate. 
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Tuesday, March 7, 1933 EDITORIAL VARIETY Aq 
ie =_ ieee : nS ice tes 
2 oe week to dailies and the trade than any of the other distributors. It’s 
tures on orders from within to send out stories on everything that happens 
no matter how small in importance, Order also insists that press blurbs 
Trade Mark Registered be as long as possible. The other majors are more conservative in 
Published Weekly by VARIETY, Inc vending their press matter, 
™ ! cTY, ; 
, an, President S : . , — 
Mo Foye > onlin eng x City| New agreement between the Rockefellers and RKO on the Radio City ; ; - ; 
954 West 46th Street N-W SOF y rents, recently given an okay by Federal Judge Bondy in New York Hollywood's anti-raiding department will continue as a permanent arm 
oF SUBSCRIPTION , | would have the rent payments made monthly after operating costs have | °f the industry, This is the official decision following reports of Edwin 
ae a Ob Te oh is AL os been met, Otherwise, the Rockefeller interests are privileged to take the 1. hep as man a 7 a _ ee , ; 
a — | monthly rent as it becomes due, from the $1,000,000 fund held as security | N° @fficial successor to Loeb has bide o n chosen, but Fred Beetson, 
> No. 13 by Chase for RKO’s performance of the R. C. rent contracis. Hays’ coast head, will carry on temporarily. 
Vol. 109 Ss > ° This new agreement runs from Feb. 17, last, to August 31. Under the ; 
— terms, RCA puts up around $300,000 to provide Radio City with funds to Picture business has made all kinds of hobbies profitable to persons 








15 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Variety’ and ‘Clipper’) 





In connection with the opening 
of the Capitol, which was almost 
ready, it was figured by experts 
that the rental cost per seat, per 
day, was 3.2c if only the down- 
stairs theatre were used, and only 
1.4 if the roof garden were fig- 
ured in. Other houses were Rialto, 
11.3: Rivoli, 12.6. Messmore Ken- 
dall was reported to be figuring on 
a 10c admission. 


Girls at the hotel ticket agen- 
cies were getting 25c. per ticket to 
force shows least in demand. Some 
made as much as $15 weekly. 


Billy Sunday, who was a head- 
ache to managers in most towns 
was a brodie in Washington reviva] 
meeting and $16,000 in the red. 


Otto Kahn denied he was backr- 
ing the Shuberts in their fight 
againt K & E. Had had enough 
angeling. 


British copyright office advised 
American publishers that it would 
not be necessary to enter songs 
for copyright during the war. The 
American copyright would be re- 
spected. 


Sylvester Schaeffer, juggler, in a 
jam with Loew’s over contracts, 
He walked. Someone had ecom- 
plained that he was using German 
music in his turn, Juggler claimed 
it was ‘Maryland, My Maryland.’ 
Same melody as the German ‘Tan- 
nenbaum.’ 





French authors and composers 
began their fight to get their Amer- 
ican royalties on the Authors and 
Publishers plan. Had an agent 
here, but they liked the new idea 
better. 


Army aviation was borrowing 
acrobats and whirlwind dancers to 
find out how they could spin and 
come to a stop in perfect equilib- 
rium. Bothering the fliers. 


50 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clinper’) 








English’s theatre, Indianapolis, 
had a fire scare when the house 
suddenly filled with smoke during 
@ performance. Kindling wood for 
the furnace was ablaze and the 
smoke came up through the regis- 
ters. Mostly hot air heat those 
days. 


Flooded river cut off the gas sup- 
ply in Cincinnati and shows had to 


’ be lighted with calciums or electric 


lights. Neither found satisfactory. 
Scenery was paintel to offset the 
yellow gaslight. 





Big prices were paid for old jew- 
elry offered at auction by Sara 
Bernhardt. More than a suspicion 
that she rang in stuff not hers, Sale 
was held in Paris. 


Lecturer in Brooklyn spoke on 
How to Make Money. Two in the 
audience when he started and three 
others came in later. In the red. 


Herman Marsdorf, of Phila, had 
& double suit for libel. An old full 
length wood cut of himself, original- 
ly used on the title page of one of 
his plays, had been usel as a pic- 
ture of Jesse James by a theatrical 
co. Another troupe using the same 
printer labeled the cut as James’ 


father. He sued both. 
Alcazar theatre at Broadway 


and 41st street had been renamed 
the Cosmopolitan. Opening night 
the surface of the canton flannel 
drop curtain caught fire from the 
faslighter’s torch and the fuzz 
flamed up. Ropes were cut and the 
flames smothered, the curtain re- 
hung and the performance was con- 
tinued. Upstairs house. 


Salt Lake City had two attrac- 
tions the same three nights for the 
first time in history. 





| Music six or seven years later. 


Both did well. la second encore of a ballad, which !in Calcutta and 


pay certain opening expense incurred at R. C., besides providing the big 
center with a certain amount of working capital. The opening expense 
money thus advanced by RCA runs to around $200,000. Around $50,000 
is aimed for working capital. 

The $1,000,000 fund from which the Rockefellers secure their rental 
payments was put up under the terms of the original agreement with 
RCA-RKO of October 29, 1931. This agreement was to have run for 21 
years, until September 29, 1952. Fact that the rent concession handed by 
the Rockefellers to Radio City theatres runs only to August 31, may 
hint at hope for a possibic finish of the RKO receivership at that date. 
Else the Rockefellers are optimistic. 


Warners’ ballyhoo ‘42nd St. special’ in Pittsburgh left in its wake 
plenty of hard feelings due to a feud between promotion departments of 
WB and Ochiltree Electric Co., Pittsburgh distributors for General Elec- 
tric product. Both Ochiltree and Warners flooded papers with copy, each 
in their own interests at the exclusion of the other ,and battled tooth and 
nail for recognition. Ochiltree’s wanted a personal appearance of the 
stars at a big department store, with Warners objecting, claiming it 
would keep thousands away from the Stanley, where ‘42nd St.’ opened 
that day. GE took the matter to the Warner home office in New York, 
with local staff being overruled and stars visiting the store. 

Following this, electric company here informed newspapers that its 
owner would head the reception committee. Warners went up in the air, 
claiming Harry Kalmine, zone manager here, was heading the official 
greeters, It was only a few hours before the train pulled in that com- 
batants finally got together and decided to call a truce, 





How the police of an entire state will co-operate with a newsreel when 
a cameraman gets lost was tested last week when Jim Lillis of Fox 
Movietone got a head start on an assignment. Just after Lillis got roll- 
ing for Dartmouth to cover winter sports college officials broadcast the 
games were called off through lack of snow and ice. 

Fox crew was in Connecticut by that time so the home office took a 
chance and solicited the aid of state troopers. So complete was the co- 
operation of the troopers that every town marshal in the state was in- 
cluded in radio advices to stop the runaway news van. The news men 
were ‘nabbed’ before they crossed the line. 


Reception by New York dailies of ‘Our Betters’ completely fooled the 
RKO Radio studio mob on the coast. When one mentioned this picture 
to them after the preview there was silence. They seemed to feel the 
less said the better, They did not 1%e the picture, or the work of 
Constance Bennett. Picture was conceded an out and out dud. Even 
when Myron Selznick made the offer to Radio to purchase the last six 
made under the supervision of his brother David at RKO, this one was 
left off. 

Now that the New York dailies okayed this opus the studio mob doesn’t 
know what to think about it. 


‘Cavalcade’ is likely to remain at the Gaiety, New York, longer than 
originally intended and not be available by Easter (April 16) for the 
Radio City Music Hall. Fox has made arrangements with the Erlanger 
office to continue picture at Gaiety on a week-to-week basis after mildle 
of March when Fox’s lease on house expires. 

Radio City booking of ‘Cavalcade’ is tentative, with agreement be- 
tween R. C. and Fox that date can be set back ff Gaiety run is not up 
prior to Easter. 

‘Cavalcade,’ now in its ninth week, has been capacity or close to it 
right along since opening, with a good advance sale continuing. 


With both Constance Bennett and Ann Harding, each having two more 
pictures to go at Radio on their current contracts, reported dissatisfied 
with the stories they have been given, and the studio disappointed in 
returns from their pictures, indicating that readjustments will be made 
in their new tickets if they are optioned. Miss Harding’s latest, ‘Animal 
Kingdom’, has so far been a good grosser, but could hardly be classed 
as a sock. 

Main trouble with Miss Bennett has been her dissatisfaction with 
stories, and a desire on her part to supervise the production and direc- 


tion of her pictures. 


Heir of a supposed wealthy family in Venice who came over here on a 
visit and went into a New York night club as a singer to pick up some 
coin, may land in Hollywood. Mae West, who saw him at the nitery, 
has had a screen test made of the lad, Don Mario, with her next picture 
for Paramount in mind. 

Mario, in coming over here, went through his allowance on the run 
and found himself in an embarrassing spot. A friend who saw possi- 
bilities in him took him to Lou Irwin, indie agent, and thus to a singing 
at the Embassy. Mario’s family operates hotels in Venice. 





Government departments, especially navy and marine corps, are tight- 
ening their watch on films. Producers who hold up the service in any 
way to possible ridicule are subject to prosecution under the penal code 
in addition to rigid martial censorship thereafter. 

Thousands of letters from parents and relatives of men in the service 
literally flood the war department every time pictures let down the bars 
in depicting service conditions. One of the greatest sources of complaint 
is that where screen stories depict service men on leave drinking and 


girling. 





Just when things seem darkest at the b. 0. new channels of film house 
revenue from a most unexpected source is opening up. In prosperous 
times no exhibitor ever thought of hooking up with the medical profes- 
sion. It was taken for granted that the average medico would advocate 
plenty of sleep for the weary as well as exercise and other things which 
no film house will ever be able to offer. 

Out of the clear has come the sudden discovery that no other remedy 
for certain defects of eyesight is as good as the motion picture screen 


itself. 





RKO Radio’s press department in New York sends out more copy every 





Minnie Palmer and an ‘Uncle Tom's | was refused. They kept on applaud- 
Cabin’. 'ing while other artists appeared, so 
the company went home and left the 


‘Clipper’ figured that sry se ee to tire itself out. 
1a 


Thompson's ‘Joshua Whitcomb’ | 

begun to pall as business was off Several troupes in the Buffalo- 
Rewritten into ‘Old Homestead’ it) Pittsburgh area missed their dates 
ran three years at the Academy of jor were late in because of floods. 








. . 

ninissieaeatia | John Wilson was touring India 

Sims Reeves was singing at lwith a circus. He entered some of 
Crovdon, England. Audience wanted | his hippodrome stock in local races 





copped the prizes. 1} $250, signed with his 


in the Hollywood area. One of the strangest hobbies to produce a steady 
income for a Hollywoodite is the gathering of door knobs, handles and 
knockers by Omar Stogel, a former sailor in the British navy. Stogel 
collected knobs and knockers in various parts of the world. At the end 
of his seven-year naval term he had a wide variety of them. 

Film directors have been borrowing knobs and knockers for use on the 
doers in pictures from Stogel for years. 


Running out of money while in Panama bound for South America to 
make a travel picture, shoestring producer and the crew of eight on his 
ship are being taken care of by quarantine authorities, 

Angel in Hollywood, who was to forward money to the producer, 
backed out, leaving the company to worry about its own groceries. 
Shoestringer spread word that one of his men had a contagious disease, 
and obtained the groceries free for a month, He figures that he can 
promote another angel during that time. 


In ‘Don’t Call Me Madame’, to be produced at Paramount by Bayard 
Veiller, story calls for a Chinese street set. ‘International House’, now 
in work, has such a street. Though Veiller’s picture will not go in pro- 
duction for some time, producer arranged to photograph the ‘House’ set 
with two characters in it, believing it would cut his production cost. 

Scene was made, with studio charging $5,000 against Veiller's picture 
for the use of the street for a few hours to lighten the production cost 
of ‘House’, which is already over budget. 





Sol Wurtzel’s 20 pictures which he will produce for next season’s pro- 
gram at Fox will be made for an average budget of $220,000, according 
to present plans. This figure is close to $100,000 under the average 
budget in the past for Fox features. Wurtzel will be left to himself at 
the old Western avenue (Hollywood) studio, working only at Westwood 
when he can use sets at a rental under the amount it would cost him to 
construct them, 


Latest in the Mae West builder-upper series is the Society for Ad- 
vancement of Feminism, purpose of which is to discourage the wearing 
or usage of mannish clothes and habits among women. Jack McInerney 
of Publix created the idea, which was handled last week as though a 
regular legal proposition. Incorporation papers were asked of Supreme 
Court Justice Aaron J. Levy who granted them in the vsual manner. 
Miss West is listed first among the incorporators, 


Biggest amount of comment from abroad on any picture in years is 
being hard on ‘Marie’ (Osso). The French producer made the film in 
Budapest and it seemingly was an immediate click in several of the 
European capitals, including Berlin and Paris. Interest, in America, 
comes from the fact that the comment thus far emphasizes a ‘new 
technique’ as being used in the picture. Said that the film goes to a new 
low in dialog usage, action replacing verbiage. 


Writer had an assignment to concoct a picture story around a very 
meager idea. Less than a week after he had been on the job his super- 
visor informed him that he had arranged for the scribbler to tell his 
story in full to the studio chief. ‘But I havent’ got the ending to the 
story yet,’ the writer remonstrated. ‘That’s all right,’ came back the 
super, ‘you don't have to see the chief for two hours yet, so just have 
it all done by then.’ 


Gloria Swanson cabled United Artists in New York for funds to cover 
Paris bills, transportation, etc., back to New York, but was turned down. 
Previously UA had advanced Miss Swanson money from time to time. 
Meanwhile ‘Perfect Understanding’ opened poorly in New York. 

The same week Maurice Cleary, coast agent, got a judgment against 
Miss Swanson for $39,000, and the U. S. filed an income tax lien against 
star for $46,000, 

The dailies, particularly the tabs, later scare-headed the screen stars 
financial embarrassment. 


Obstinacy of the chains and major producers in not selling to indie 
theatres except when forced by necessity or special situations is giving 
foreign films, especially British, their best chance ever on Broadway 
and several other key spots. It explains three British films following each 
other at the old Roxy, New York, and that the British pictures are today 
getting a better break on Broadway than th>y’ve ever had. 

Steel Pier, Atlantic City, within a few weeks will have a fresh supply 
of Hollywood's cast-off clothing to awe the sightseers. Burling Jarrett, 
assistant manager of the pier, left for the Coast last week. With him 
he is taking a lot of the worn-out material borrowed a year ago. Pier’s 
deal with the studios requires that everything borrowed must be re- 
turned—otherwise no go on more of the constellation’s cast-off duds. 


All of Sam Katz’s offers are on percentage. No cash, but splits on the 
gross or net, with the attractive percentage terms interesting those 
screen personalities Katz has approached. Katz of course is to pay every- 
thing first, ard the splits are usually on the gross, not net. Nothing 
signatured officiaily as yet, however. 


With salary cuts usually efforts are made to keep it under cover. 
Western Electric may be credited with establishing the precedent of for- 
mally announcing slashes. Last week it had its publicity department 
broadcast the 10% cut effective April 1, also word that this year em- 
ployees will be required to take an extra week’s vacation without pay. 





Charles Rosenzweig will not be replaced in Columbia as general sales 
manager and along with his resignation the title is abolished. While 
under Jack Cohn in supervision of sales, Abe Montague will be without 
the title. Montague has been acting in an advisory capacity to Cohn for 
some time now, chiefly on distribution. 

Frank Borzage, who returns to the Coast the end of this week via the 
Canal, has one more to make for Fox, but is privileged to make two on 
the outside for other producers, both to precede his Fox obligations, 
When megging the Fox assignment he’s payrolled at $65,000 for the task, 


Allied States members in Minneapolis are considering petitioning pro- 
ducers to refrain from too frequent utilization of stars. Claimed that 
overly numerous screen appearances of box-office bets are affecting their 





drawing power. 


Mary Pickford will do a ‘Hello Everybody’ via transatlantic phone and 
house amplification at the Rivoli, New York, tomorrow (8) for the open- 





ing of her picture ‘Secrets.’ Phone call will come through in the eve- 
ning from Rome, where Miss Pickford is currently vacashing. 

English film actor on the coast who is strictly non-paying, has topped 
himself again. This time he gave a gambling house a bouncing check for 


mother’s name. 
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P lays On Br oadway Dad, He Knows 
Jimmy Gillespie was awak- 
; ' i} ened at 7:30 Saturday morning. 
STRIKE ME PINK solo dance number by Le Roy, al- || phone call from his father who 
Ways a natural; ‘Restless,’ led by : . 
: r aloe yc: tee Rigs just wanted to tell him the 
Revue in two parts presented at the Ma-/ Carolyn Nolte at the first act finale; h 
Jestic March 4 by Lew Brown and Ray | ‘Let’s Call It a Day,’ also by Miss banks were closed, but that he 
Henderson; songs and 6ketches by the pro- ° . ‘ afi ° ee had cashed his ension check 
ducers; sketches staged by Jack McGowan; Nolte, and nove Ity in Seymout ~e Pp i ; 
dances steged by Seymour Felix. Felix's dance directions. Perhaps on Friday and could mmy 
— Jimmy Durante, Lupe ee ana best was the ensemble with high use any of the coin. 
lope Williams, starred; Hal Le Roy, Roy . . . : os iets ie _ | 
Atwel eddie Garr and George Dewey boots, pl d with nis <seey -_ Jimmy told the old boy to | 
Washington, featured; others: Ruth Harri-| Kling off stage and returning with bring half of it right down. | 
gon, Alex Fisher, Johnny Downs, Gracie] the shoes off and on their toes. 
Barrie, Aber Twins, Milton Watson, Dor- Among the skits which could go 


othy Dare, Carolyn Nolte, Wilma Cox, Bar- 
bara MacDonald, Frank Conlan, M. Vodnoy. 





Strike me pink if Jimmy Durante 
of the Dover, Parody, Rendezvous, 
also the Palace—and Hollywood, 


isn’t the hit of the Brown & Hen- 
derson revue. In fact, he is nearly 
the whole woiks so far as the play- 
ing goes. He has plenty of able sup- 
port and there are at least two 
standout song numbers to further 
the chances of ‘Pink’ landing in the 
money, which it should do at $3.85 
top. 

Saturday night the performance 
ran until around 11.30. Not so bad 
for a premiere, but the first part 
seemed over long. However, it is in 
that section of the show that most 
of the good things are _ spotted. 
Much of the sketch material in the 
new show when it tried out as ‘For- 
ward March’ was out. However, it 
was not difficult to discern several 
skits that didn’t mean much. 

Shortly, after introducing Jimmy, 
Hope Williams and Lupe Velez, a la 
Hollywood before a prop mike in a 
theatre lobby, the hit numbers were 
trotted out. First was ‘It’s Great to 
Be Alive,’ sung by Grace Barrie. 
Then came the ‘Strike Me Pink’ 
theme song in which most of the 
cast participated. For its encoring 
Hal Le Roy danced on, flanked by 
Barbara MacDonald and Dorothy 
Dare. 

Brown and Henderson (previously 
Buddy De Sylva made it a trio) 
have been delivering great scores 
for ‘Scandals’ and they decided to 
use their own tunes here. Both 
‘Pink’ and ‘Alive’ are the McCoy 
as to melody and lyrics. The duo 
also came across with ‘Home to 
Harlem’ which the colored baritone 
George Dewey Washington sang to 
marked success, winning one of the 
best audience responses of the eve- 
ning. 

Imagine Lupe Velez. singing 
something with a line ‘Hello beauti- 
ful’ to Durante! Even his schnozzle 
blushed. Miss Velez tossed the torso 
plenty and once Jimmy asked her 
to make up her mind which way she 
was going to throw it. Remindful 
of the Clayton, Jackson and Durante 
wood number was a stage littered 
with what were chairs. Jimmy tries 
to fit one to Lupe and she finally 
selects a roost to do her Marlene 
Dietrich stuff. 

Jimmy was out of a skit called 
‘Ultra Modern,’ written by Richard 
Jerome, but it was good stuff for 
Hove Williams and Miss Velez. Idea 
is the difliculty in determining the 
sex of husband, wife, son and his 
sweetie. All are in male attire, all 
clothes alike. 

Miss Williams stood out in trav- 
esty called ‘Design for Loving,’ with 


Durante, Eddie Garr and Frank 
Conlon coming downstairs from 


Gilda’s room to join her in a discus- 
sion with Roy Atwell, her husband. 
The lovers are in pajamas and bare 
feet, the billing indicating the Noel 
Coward show, characters being Leo, 
Otto and Baldo. 

Eddie Garr lived up to advance 
reports. First on, he was made up 
like Durante, who rushed down an 
aisle and violently protested he 
alone was the Schnozzola. Garr 
went to bat with impersonations. 
His Chevalier was good, but the 
impression of Ed Wynn as the Fire 
Chief put that young man over the 
plate. Garr is an engaging player 
with a personality. He was funny 
in one skit called ‘A Smoking Car,’ 
with Velez and him tangled up on 
the floor. 

Durante is all over the show, not 
confined to material at hand. Fre- 
quently some of his club routines 
cropped out. He claimed to have 
Roman blood in his veins, which ex- 
plained why he roamed Broadway, 
and he gurgled ‘Can’t Do Without 
Broadway,’ with a new set of lyrics. 
Some of the men formerly in trio's 
night club orchestra are in the pit 
and carried the Durante numbers at 
the tempo he is best with. 

One of the late skits has a bed 
spotted in a baseball park. Velez is 
parked under the covers with a 
lover, when Jimmy as the husband 
comes on astride a bicycle—back 
from a six-day race in Chicago, 
which he finished in five days. The 
rooters make comments while hus- 
band and wife argue it out. 

Finale number a good idea—Hol- 
lywood, Park Avenue and Broad- 
way,’ participants being Miss Velez, 
Miss Williams and Durante, repre- 
senting the three spots. Then 
Jimmy leans against a bar and rem- 
inisces, starting when he was a 
piano player in the Alamo, in Har- 
lem, where he was called ‘Ragtime 
Jimmy,; then the Durante club; 
after that the Dover, and he men- 
tions some of the night club addicts 
that were and are his friends, most- 
ly newspaper guys. 

Other standout points include the 


out is ‘Buy American.’ Another one 
‘Dinner at Ten,’ has the three stars 
eating without a word being spoken 
until Durante stars off stage, but it 
didn’t get much, either. 

Srown & Henderson went in 
heavily on the show because its first 
set-up didn’t pan out. They waited 
throughout the winter for Durante 
to obtain a leave of absence from 
Hollywood, and they certainly were 
right, because there is no personal- 
ity like him on the stage; in fact, he 
is what show business always seeks 
but rarely finds—a comedian in fact, 
extraordinary and unique. IJbee, 


Forsaking All Others 


Comedy starring Tallulah Bankhead. Pre- 
sented by Arch Selwyn. Written by Ed- 
ward Roberts and Frank Cavett; staged by 
Thomas Mitchell: settings by Donald Oen- 





slager. At the Times Square, New York, 
March 1, 

PE kid beaa6es ethan eee see ee Harlan Briggs 
Mrs. Paula La Salle...... Cora Witherspoon 
OUT TUNED sc ncceeseseecs Fred Keating 
Shepherd Perry.....eee-- Donald MacDonald 
Mary Clay...... eoeeees- Tallulah Bankhead 
BPOEEED WIMSOTD. cocccccerveeces Nancy Ryan 
PE GUSUMs code cceevececd es Roger Sterns 
Bresson Teds... ..scse eeccees Anderson Lawlor 
Constance Barnes.........Millicent Hanley 
SEN « cy'cese veecceshaene Ilka Chase 
ky See Barbara O'Neil 
Rev. Duncan.......eeeees---Obert Hudson 


Eddie...... coeecerocveccees Harry Anderson 





A cast that somehow conveyed an 
exhilirating sense of jaunty comedy 
and an audience palpitating with 
interest in Tallulah Bankhead’s re- 
turn to the stage, carried a frothy, 
superficial trifle of a play to a mi- 
nor triumph in the theatre. 

On its merits as a play, the per- 
formance would be altogether light- 
weight, but Miss Bankhead has be- 
come a glamorous personage back 
in her proper medium. With any- 
thing like a lucky break she could 
easily become a metropolitan vogue 
and in the ordinary course of events 
she ought to make a moderate run 
of it, even counting Lent and the 
other adverse circumstances that 
surround a new legitimate venture 
just at this time. 

The play demonstrates what a 
completely capable and alert ac- 
tress, dowered with the social graces 
and a high degree of intelligent 
theatre instinct, can do with just 
moderately amusing comedy. ‘For- 
saking All Others’ is a definite type 
of play, one of those tenuous so- 
ciety comedies in which determined 
brilliance of dialog takes the place 
of real humor in line and situation. 
It’s one of Anthony Hope's ‘Dolly 
Dialogs’ done into three-act stage 
form, and set in a modern locale 
among self-consciously sophisticated 
young people. 

A little bit of elaborate verbal 
fencing goes a long way and this 
play is made up in its entirety of 
such stuff so that even so expert a 
group of players as here assembled 
are hard put to it to sustain its 
straining pressure for a full eve- 
ning. Miss Bankhead, however, 
saves the day by her happy knack 
of unexpected emphasis which gives 
the performance its effective high 
lighting. 

Play is singularly uneven, It has 
a capital first act curtain and a 
lively half second act, but elsewhere 
there are extremely dull stretches, 
during which the people of the play 
bat their verbal banter back and 
forth. In short, a deliberately ‘lit- 
erary’ play. 

First act curtain mentioned is a 
pip of an arresting tag. The hero- 
ine has been left deserted at the 
altar by a callow bridegroom who 
surrendered at the eleventh hour to 
the blandishments of a high pow- 
ered siren. Friends crowd in to sup- 
port the jilted bride, who may faint 
or cry or scream. The unctuous 
rector himself proffers his kindly 
offices, offering to take the bride 
home and give her the comforts of 
the church. 

‘Thanks,’ she replies gallantly, ‘I 
know. Jesus loves me,’ And that’s 
the curtain. 

The second act scene mentioned 
is set in a speakeasy, where the 
maiden, all forlorn, resorts with her 
loyal boy friends to seek solace of 
another sort, and it has many smart, 
effective bits. Here the heroine and 
her siren rival cross swords to the 
accompaniment of cheerful side 
comments by two of the boy friends, 
and it all makes a beautifully sus- 
tained few moments of comedy. 
Last act is a let-down, all gath- 
ering together of loose strings and 
tying them into a neat bowknot. 
The proceedings are trifling, but in 
some manner supported in interest 
by the fascination of the star's abil- 
ity to support comedy passages 
otherwise meaningless. The final 
curtain is a disappointment, a sac- 
charine moment after an evening 
faintly flavored with polite acidity. 
Story has to do with the wealthy 
Mary jilted at the very church, her 





recapture of her wayward fiance, 
via a Mexican divoice, and her 
routing ef her sv sful rival, only 




















Mcl.AUGHLIN, QUITTING | 
STOCK, TO RUN MUNIE 


Cleveland, March 6. 

After 16 years of producing stock 
in Cleveland, Robert McLaughlin | 
called it quits by stepping out of 
the McLaughlin-Manheim produc- 
ing combine to become booking 
manager for city’s Public Audito- 
rium. 

McLaughlin, who succeeds Fred 
Cleary, former theatre manager, is 
Leing brought in to drum up biz 
for the municipal hall’s 3,500-seat- 
ed Music Hall and adjoining little 
theatre, both of which went into 
the red during the past season. 

Since the Cantor-Jessel vaude 
show, which drew a record gross of 
$40,000 in a week and at the same 
time drew heavy squawks from 
town’s theatre owners, city officials 
have refused to rent civic theatres 
to commercial promoters of plays 
or musicals. 

With the Cleveland ex-stock pro- 
ducer taking over the booking, it is 
rumored that the bar will be lifted 
for such promoters with the idea of 
increasing city’s.revenue. Although 
denying it, McLaughlin has already 
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Inside Stuff—Legit 


Robert Rockmore, who produced the colored ‘Run Little Chillun’ at 
| the Lyric, New York, last week, is an attorney in the mid-town district 
| and has been interested in several attractions previously. 





Frank Merlin, 


who staged ‘Chillun,’ was concerned with the other Rockmore shows. 
Merlin authored a drama called “The Triple Cross,’ which had to do 


with acting in the audience, 


That was during the run of ‘The Spider? 


which has similar business, and Rockmore planned opening ‘Cross’ in 


$12,000. 
Understood that at least part of 


choirs, 


for a show scaled at $2.20, but cut 


at a dollar a head. 

Ward Morehouse, the New York 
of the royalties. 
called in on the direction. 


the show. 


it at Providence. The decorations 
Mrs. Arch (Brownie) Selwyn. 





contacted the William Morris office 
in New York and showed a willing- 
ness to book such big-time vaude 
units as the new Cantor show. 

McLaughlin, who began career 
here as manager of old Colonial in 
days of Vaughan Glaser, had one 
of the most successful stock houses 
in middle-west for 15 years while 
producing at Ohio. 

In the last year he has been as- 
sociated with Sam Manheim, ex- 
burlesque backer, until blow-up of 
his ‘Health Is Wealth’ and touring 
‘Merry Widow’ folded his latest 
stock enterprise. Partners had 
formed a new theatrical corpora- 
tion, with plans of trying out a new 
stock company at Loew’s Ohio un- 
der a new lease later this month, 
but McLaughlin dissolved partner- 
ship to take over present post. 

Despite resignation of his part- 
ner, Sam Manheim is going ahead 
with plans for stock at Ohio. Re- 
ported that it will be angeled by 
Fortune Gallo, the opera impresario, 
who is tying up with Manheim in 
booking the San Carlo Opera Com- 
pany into Public Auditorium about 
April 16. 


Curran Turns Geary 
Back to Its Owner 


San Francisco, March 6. 
Homer Curran has turned back 
the Geary to its owner, Louis 
Lurie, and will produce and book 
only the Curran which he and Ed- 
die Belasco operate with Herman 
Wobber financially interested. 
Doubtful if Lurie will do anything 
with house on his own hook, al- 








though Louis Macloon has an- 
nounced he will) do ‘Hand in the 
Fog’ there March 20. Macloon, 


however, has been and still is on 
Equity’s unfair list. 





indie backing, this summer, 
however. 


Chicago prior to the ‘Spider's’ dates. 
| Gordon to abandon the production of ‘Cross’ for a consideration of 


A deal was made with Lewis & 


the cast of ‘Chillun’ rehearsed since 


Labor Day, almost as long as the record set by ‘Old Man Satan,’ a eo}. 
ored drama tried at the Forrest last fall. 
lun’ and directed the ensemble singing, is well known for his colored 
He was overcome with emotion or something on the opening 
night and wept when called to the footlights after a dozen curtains, 


Hall Johnson, who wrote ‘Chil. 





Secretary of a suburban Jewish congregation used to take the N. Y, 
Hippodrome for a Sunday benefit regularly every year. 
regular Hipp spectacle, sold tickets at a slight advance and with the 
difference between what the show cost and what he sold it for he man- 
aged to put a couple of thousand dollars into the teraple’s treasury. 

Since the Hipp went vaude he has been buying out a regular theatre, 
but last year he cut to 600 seats and this year he is down to 300. Tickets 


He bought the 


rating, cost him only 85 cents each, 


Member of the congregation suggested tossing in a supper at some 
nite club for an additional $1.50 and when he was told that was just the 
cover charge he got an offer from a big Broadway place for 300 suppers 





‘Sun’ drama columnist, revised the 


seript of ‘Forsaking All Others’, the Tallulah Bankhead show which 
opened at the Times Square, New York, last week, and will receive 25% 
It was at his insistence that Thomas Mitchell was 
Morehouse’'s wife, Jean Dalrymple, is p. a.’ing 


Mitchell was the fourth stager concerned with the show and he joined 


in the production were selected by 


Morehouse and his wife have completed the script of ‘Bagdad on the 
Hudson’ which Universal will make into a picture. 
coast for two weeks’ final work on the story. 


He will go to the 





Billy Rose has offers to put a vaude revue into the RKO Palace, the 
Winter Garden, and also the Broadway, with Martin Beck, Shuberts and 
He'll probably do nothing until next fall, 





Francesco von Mendelssohn, in New York to stage ‘Beggars Opera,’ is 


|a grandson of Felix Mendelssohn, the composer. 





Canada, Then London, 
Miss Frederick’s Idea 


San Francisco, March 6. 


Henry Duffy at the Alcazar will 
follow Pauline Frederick in ‘Crim- 
inal at Large’ with ‘Counseller of 
Law’ starring Otto Kruger. Date 
is March 12. 

Vera Gordon and Olive Tell also 
in cast. 

Miss Frederick’s manager, Major 
Herbert, has been here laying plans 
for a tour with ‘Criminal.’ After 
El Capitan, Hollywood, Herbert and 
Miss Frederick, plan taking ‘Crim- 
inal’ and two other shows on road, 
playing Canada and then heading 
for London, 


Fay Takes ‘Tattle Tales’ 
To Road with Stanwyck 


Hollywood, March 6, 


Frank Fay gegets ‘Tattle Tales’ 
started again, his wife, Barbara 
Stanwyck, continuing in the lead 
opposite him. New opening is in 
Portland, Ore., March 20. Seven 
weeks are booked as far east as 
Kansas City, hopping east after 
playing Vancouver. 

Jean Rand goes out of the cast 
with the following additions: Bebe 
and Rochelle, Betty Doree, Sol Bril- 
liant, with 18 chorus girls in the 
troupe. 

Henry Bailey will be company 
manager, Charles Burke in advance 
and Charles Koster second man, 











Current Road Shows 





Week March 6 
Abbey Players, Harris, Chicago. 
‘Another Language,’ Majestic, 
Brooklyn. 
‘Broadway Rhapsody,’ Darling- 
ton, S. C., 7; Charleston, 8; 
Orangesberg, 9; Columbia, 10-11-12. 
‘Cat and the Fiddle,’ Davidson, 
Milwaukee. 
‘Counsellor-at-Law,’ Nixon, Pitts- 
burgh. 
Italian Marionettes, National, 
Washington, 
‘Green Pastures,’ Capitol, Albany, 
March 6-7-8; Lyceum, Rochester, 
March 9-10-11. 
‘Hamlet’ and ‘Caponsacohi,’ Amer- 
ican, St. Louis, March 6-7-8; Shu- 
bert, Kansas City, March 9-10-11. 
Jane Cowl, Majestic, Boston. 
‘Of Thee Sing,’ Biltmore, Los 
Angeles; Shubert, Newark. 
‘Rasputin,’ Erlanger, Columbia, 
San Francisco; Metropolitan, 








(Continued on page 44) 1 





Seattle; Apollo, Chicago, 


7-8; 


‘Red Robin,’ Opera House, Chi- 


cago. 


‘Scandals,’ Indianapolis, March 6- 
Memorial Auditorium, Louis- 
ville, 9; Ryman Auditorium, Nash- 
ville, 10; Auditorium, Memphis, 11. 
‘The Queen’s Husband,’ Garrick, 
Philadelphia. 
‘Trip to 
Philadelphia. 
‘When Ladies Meet,’ Plymouth, 


Boston, 
Pacific Coast 
‘Criminal at Large’ Alcazar, San 


Pressburg,’ Chestnut, 


Francisco, 


‘Grounds for Divorce’ Fl Capitan, 


Hollywood. 


‘Louder Please’ Columbta, San 


Francisco, 


‘Of Thee f Sing’ Biltmore, Los 


Angeles. 


‘Undrees Parade’ Music Box, Hol- 


lywood. 
‘When Ladies Meet’ Bolagoo, Los 
Angeles, 


Scattered Stands Keep 
Shows Out of Vermont 


Barre, Vt., March 6. 


Two theatres in Vermont were 
cancelled by ‘The Georgia Min- 
strels’. Inability of the company to 
get a booking in any Burlington 
house was given as the reason for 
failure to show at the Barre Opera 
house and the Bellevue, St. Albans, 
To allow the road company to ap- 
pear in this city a benefit show date 
had been shifted. 

It is many months since any road 
attraction has played any Vermont 
house. The last attraction played in 
Burlington to capacity house, draw- 
ing from as far away as 60 miles, 
Managers of houses equipped for 
playing legitimate attractions state 
their patrons are clamoring for an 
occasional ‘flesh’ attraction. 








New Haven Try-Out 


New Haven, March 6. 


The Playhouse opened as town's 
only legit theatre last night (Mon.) 
with premiere of. Len Hollister’s 
‘Under the Covers,’ due for early 
Broadway showing. 

New theatre, a 300-seater, will 
offer new plays and revivals on a 
weekly run basis scaled at $1.10 top. 
Ultimate aim of management is to 
build a repertory company similar 
to Westport group. 

Enterprise is operated by Augus- 
tus Thorne, who staged plays for 
Anne Nichols. Thorne also worked 
with Ethel Barrymore, staged under 
Reinhardt in Germany and acted in 
legit, vaude and musicals. 





New Coast Touring Co. 
Pasadena, March 6. 

Another professional players’ 
group has formed here, with the 
Pasadena Community Playhouse as 
a nucleus. Company calls itself the 
Goldwyn Players, and will tour the 
one-night stands in Southern Cali- 
fornia, with shows produced at the 
Playhouse. 

First play was ‘Luce,’ presented in 
Riverside last week. 





Future Plays 


‘Cinderella’s Brothers,’ by Arthur 
Ebenhack, will be done at the 
Mansfield by John Paffrath, Inc. 

‘Under the Covers,’ written by 
Len D. Hollister, will be tried out 
in New Haven with a view to N. Y. 
production. Author is making his 








Jown presentation. 
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Rigors of Lecturing Make Polar 


Trip a Lark—Sir Hubert Wilkins 





Chicago, March 6. 
Sir Hubert Wilkins, English polar 
explorer and lecturer, chatting with 
a ‘Variety’ reporter here opined that 
with lecture fees one-fifth what 


they used to be and with autograph- 
hunters stalking celebrities at all 
hours of the day and night, it would 
be rather a vacation for him when 
he departs for the Antarctic next 
month. 

Esquimaux are completely unim- 
pressed by fame, Sir Hubert avers, 
and are, in fact, a wee bit con- 
descending in their attitude toward 
white men. 


Celebrities Hounded 


Life of a professiona) lecturer has 
jts hardships, according to the ex- 
plorer. Invariably the lecturer ar- 
rives in the town early on the morn- 
ing of the evening he speaks. There 
is a welcoming committee, break- 
fast or luncheon, or both. Then a 
motor trip to the locel sewerage 
plant or some other civic pride. 

There is scarcely time at the hotel 
to get into evening clothes. Usually 
there is a banquet and the lecturer 
must eat heartily at this meal as 
well as all others else he give of- 
fense. After the lecture he must 
remain until the very latest possible 
moment when he rushes for his 
train still in evening clothes. His 
slumbers on the train are apt to be 
interrupted at 5 a.m. by some auto- 
graph-hunter. 

One of Sir Hubert’s earliest jobs 
as a young man in Australia was 
as chief electrician with a carnival 
company on the island continent. 
Lady Wilkins is a former dramatic 
actress, 


Shuberts In on Profit, 
But Not on Show Loss 


The Shuberts were in on ‘Louisi- 
ana,’ a colored cast show, which 
opened and closed at the 48th 
Street last week. It was originally 
called ‘Drums of Doom’ as per- 
formed in Harlem, the Broadway 
presentation being made by George 
Lefty Miller, designated by the 
Shuberts to corral the attraction. 

Understood that J. J. Shubert 
liked the show but Lee did not. In 
exchange for settings, properties 
and electrical equipment the Shu- 
berts were to have 50% of ‘Louisi- 
ana,’ they also putting up some 
cash. There was no contract, how- 
ever, and when the show was ready 
for a tryout in Brooklyn, a contract 
Was drawn fixing the Shubert in- 
terest at 33%, but stipulating that 
they were not to share in possible 
losses, 

Program for the show was sig- 
Nificant, the staff for the Millwell 
Productions, technical owners of 
the troupe, being headed by a firm 
of lawyers. That was one of Mil- 
ler’s little jokes, but, he claimed, 
the attorneys had a piece of the 
show. Program also stated that 
Miller presented the show for the 
Negro Theatre Guild which, he also 
Claims, to be a reality. 











Syracuse Local Legit 
Salvage Move Snagged 


Syracuse, March 6. 
Revival of legit in this and other 


cities through the medium of the 
Civic Playgoers Guild, Inc., of New 
York, appears to have struck a 


snag, if not actually to have flopped 
before it really started. 

First announcement here on Feb. 
5 fixed March 9-11 as the inaugural 
dates, with ‘Another Language’ in- 
dicated as the first of a series of at- 
tractions. Local sponsorship was 
identified as the Syracuse Morning 
Musicals, Ine., and the plays were 
announced for Lincoln auditorium, 
Central High School. 

Latest information forthcoming is 
that there will be no appearance of 
‘Another Language’ this week, and 
that the plans for the future are 
indefinite. 


. 
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Velvet! 





Hollywood, March 6. 
Cast of ‘Of Thee I Sing’ (Chi- 
cago company), at the Bilt- 
more, in a Sunday a. m. payoff, 
received 25% cash to enable 
them to pay hotel bills. 
Balance was paid in checks. 


USE CF SCRIP BRIDGES 
RELIEF FUND HOLIDAY 


The benefit which a group of so- 
cial registrites will tender the Stage 
Relief Fund is dated for March 26 
at the Metropolitan. Most of the 
box seats have already been dis- 
posed of, takings from those tickets 
amounting to $5,090. Admission 
scale will be $15 top. Another bene- 
fit the total net proceeds to go to 
the Fund, is the reopening of the 
hotel E’iltmore Supper Club with 
Harold Stern’s orchestra. 

Executive committee for the Fund 
is working on a barter and exchange 
system because of the moratorium 
and expects to make arrangements 
with farmers for the exchange of 
produce. The Fund has purchased 
merchandise books from a chain 
grocery company, books to be given 
applicants instead of checks for food 
supplies. It is hoped to secure more 
food books on the assumption that 
the stores will accept the Fund’s 
check. 

The closing of the banks affected 
attendance of the benefit perform- 
ances of ‘The Gay Divorce’ and 
‘Late Christopher Bean’ Sunday. 
Benefit showing of ‘20th Century’ is 
now dated for next Sunday night 
(13). 

Most successful of the benefits 
was ‘Depression Gaieties’ which 
netted $3,574. Total contributions 
up to Friday (3): 

Previous Contrib... cescccsee $23,425 














Depression Gaieties....ccees 3,574 
‘Good Bye Again’....cccecee 851 
Mrs. Eugene D. Wood....... 50 
Walter J. Connelly.....ccccee 25 
Mary B. McCarter....cccees 20 
Beulah Bondi. ...cccocccccece 15 
Katherine Hirsch...escecece 15 
Clarence Derwent...eccccres 10 
Medbery Mummers....eecese 10 
Anita Gongelman.....ccescee 10 
Eleanor R. Eckstein.....+e. 10 
Agnes M. Finnegan....ecees 10 

208 


Other ContribdsS..cccccevesses 





Total eeeeeeeeeeeeereeaeee $28, 2% 





Equity Puts Payroll 
Plaster on Goldtree 


San Francisco, March 6. 

Equity has tied up the bank ac- 
counts of Sid Goldtree and Allen 
King in an attempt to collect $387 
due 14 cast members of last year’s 
production of ‘Lysistrata,’ which 
the duo produced at Moulin Rouge, 
Oakland. 

Neither has done any production 
stuff since ‘Lizzie,’ but Goldtree and 
his brother Mike have a revival of 
‘Easy for Zee Zee’ in nearby small 
towns, where it is doing fairly well. 

Failure to pay cast of ‘Berkeley 
Square,’ which he produced at Co- 
lumbia last year has drawn an 
Equity ban for Ralph Pincus. Lat- 
ter, with J. J. Gottlob, is operating 
Columbia, 


Pincus hasn’t done anything since | 
! closed, 


then except to book other’s shows 
in. Last one was ‘Louder Please,’ 
which came in from Pasadena Play- 
house and starred Charles Levinson, 
with his family, wealthy local so- 
ciety people, putting up the dough 
Show folded after one week of bad 
biz. 





Margaret Anglin’s Kin Dies 
Ottawa, March 6. 
Rt. Hon. F. A. Anglin, Chief Jus- 
tice of Canada for many years, died 
at his Ottawa home two days after 


his retirement from the post. 
Margaret Anglin, Canadian ac- 
tress, is a sister. 





TIMINGS OF. 
PAY HUNG UP 


Hotels Chop Credit of Pa- 
trons and Lobby Agencies 
Are Sunk with Cancella- 
tions—<Actors Salaries Ra- 
tioned, but Chorus Girls 
Are Cared For—Theatres 
Stay Open, but Managers 
Want Co-Operation from 
Actors and Stage Labor 


——- 


B. O. COIN HELPS 








With the closing of the banks re- 
tarding all business conducted on a 
cash basis, legit theatres were im- 
mediately affected. Despite some 
denials, atkendance dropped in all 
Broadway legit houses at both Sat- 
urday performances. It was antici- 
pated that further losses would be 
faced during the shortage of ready 
money and the tendency against 
spending. 

The probability of Broadway sus- 
pending at least in part during the 
period of closed banks was in- 
dicated Monday afternoon until 
managers got together and agreed 
such a more would be disastrous. 
Unable to withdraw cash to pay off 
last week’s salaries, the legit shows 
in particularly faced greatly dimin- 
ished attendance and sure operat- 
ing lossers until money lossens up. 
City Hall was reported favoring the 
closing of all theatres, but it ap- 
peared to be a matter of judgment 
by showmen individually. 


The managers were hastily sum- 
moned into session at the Theatre 
League. Although aware the box 
offices were selling very few tickets 
the showmen agreed there was no 
alternative but to stick it out. 


Sure of diving grosses the man- 
agers decided to put it up to the 
actors and the union. They pro- 
pose that salaries be reduced in 


(Continued on page 54) 


OPERETTA REP HAS 
TROUBLES IN LOOP 


Chicago, March 6. 


Troubles beset the operetta reper- 
tory at the Civic all last week and 
ended with an attachment for $1,582 
against the Northern Trust Com- 
pany bank balance of Chicago Mu- 
nicipal Operetta Assn. Inc., which is 
the new corporate title of the man- 
agement. David Irwin Russell who 
organized and opened the company 
was eased out about 10 days ago. 


‘Katinka’ the fourth attraction of 
the repertory failed to open Monday 
(27) night and missed again Tues- 
day. It finally opened Wednesday 
matinee, but gave no performance 
Friday night allegedly because of 
the illness of Electra Leonard. 

Actors Equity Assn, from the start 
collected $400 a performance in ad- 
vance and in consequence actors 
were paid throughout the six week 
season except for the final three 
days, Members of the cast assigned 
their salary claims to Nat Burns 
who made the atiachment against 
the bank balance in his name. Mean- 
while the Stagehands and Musicians 
Union heavily on the cuff insisted 
upon settlement and the company 











Frisco Columbia Report 
San Francisco, March 6. 


Understanding around town is 
that Columbia has been turned over 
to Herbert Fleischhacker, head of 
the Anglo California bank and J. P. 
Morgan of the West. 

House hasn’t been hitting it off of 
late, staying dark much of the time 
and getting several weak shows. 
Current is the pic ‘Rasputin,’ doing 
fairly. 

Fleishhacker bankrolled operetta 
‘Merry Widow at house last fall, 
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Report Shuberts in 


Chicken-Feed 


Publicity Pass’ Cut-Rate Dodge 


4 





Once an Ostrich— 





Ad agencies report that the 
faction turning on the chilliest 
chill as to auditions for radio 
is the name and near player 
from legit. In large numbers 
they insist upon being bought 
unheard for radio. The least 
objection from this field to 
submitting the voice to a try- 
out, say the agency men, is en- 
countered from musical comedy 
people. 

The attitude of the dramatic 
players is similar to their orig- 
inal view point on picture mak- 
ing. The legit performers have 
always thought themselves the 
best known of all professionals 
when in reality, they have been 
on the short end for years. 





> 





The Shuberts are understood to be 
behind the revival of ‘Young Sin- 
ners, which opened at the Ambas- 
sador, New York, Monday. Although 
they declared some time ago they 
would not be concerned with 50 and 
75-cent ticket propositions, the 
‘Sinners’ move is said to be in oppo- 
sition to the Wee & Leventhal cheap 
ticket revival system. 

Latter team has had two and three 
revivals running on Broadway in in- 
dependent theatres through the 
winter. ‘Courtesy passes’ marked 
‘publicity department’ are distributed 
to apartment houses, delicatessen 
stores and so forth for anybody to 
pick up. Presented at the box office 
the customer pays 55 cents for a 
baleony seat or 75 cents for the 
lower floor. Tickets usually have a 
printed price of $2.20 top, but when 
sold with those ‘passes’ are stamped 











SADDLED WITH THEATRE 
BANK GRABS SHOWMAN 


Harry Kline has been appointed 
manager of the Manhattan, New 
York, formerly Hammerstein’s. He 
is employed by the Manufacturer's 
Trust which took over the theatre 
from Arthur Hammerstein about 
two years, through foreclosure of 
first mortgage of $1,200,000. 

Kline’s appointment is an indica- 
tion that the bank has decided to 
assume the risks ordinarily accom- 
panying the management of thea- 
tres. The attitude of banks which 
were forced to take over theatre 
properties, has been the hide-bound 
policy of guarantee against loss. 

Few attractions have been willing 
to guarantee theatres with the re- 
sult that most of he bank-owned 
houses on Broadway have been 
virtually dark for two. seasons. 
Kline was general manager of the 
Chanins’ theatre interests. 


Two ‘Familys’ Head for 
B’way, Both Called Off 


Two companies of Harry Delf’s 
‘The Family Upstairs’ were an- 
nounced for Broadway, neither, 
however, opening at this time due 
to a mix-up. Wee & Leventhal fig- 
ured on reviving the comedy, but 
had not tied up the rights, the au- 
thor rejecting their bid because the 
current Chicago ‘Family’ proposed 
to move to New York. 

Family,’ presented by an actors 
group has been running at the Cort, 
Chicago, for the past three months. 
It is averaging better than $4,000 
weekly, plenty both for house and 
show. Understood the show will 
remain in the Loop indefinitely 
with the expectation of increased 
grosses from world’s fair crowds. 
Broadway booking may hold over 
until next season. 


IATSE Social Club 


Road men of the I.A.T.S.E. have 
formed an inner organization with 
a present membership of 150 to be 
known as The Troupers Club. They 
have, taken temporary quarters at 
307 West 47th street, and purposes 
a social, according to announce- 
ment. 

Officers and their locals are N. C. 




















McCourt, 121, Prez; Jesse Morgan, 
148, v. p.; Elmer Powderly, 75, 
treas.; Harry Elliott, 75, sec. Pow- 
derly, Elliott and Chas. Miller, 97 
are the finance committee. 
Angel Offers 50% 
Los Angeles, March 6. 
Although blocked in his offer to | 


settle 


for $200 the wage claims filed | 
with | 


the State Labor Commission 
by members of the cast of ‘Rose of } 
Flanders,’ Samuel S. Gelberg, who 
angeled the musical, has countered 
with an agreement to pay 50% of | 
the $628 still aue. 

Dey the commission 
Rc ane ng acceptance of 


yuties of are 


re this | 
pl 


in this wise: ‘Established price of 
this ticket is 75 cents,’ regardless of 
the new tax admissions regulations, 
Government gets eight cents on 
such admissions and five cents on 
the 55-cent admissions. 

$1,600 Gets "Em Past 

Gross on the week for the cute 
rate revivals may go to $2,500, but 
around $1,600 is the average take. 
Actors’ salaries are $50 top with a 
percentage if the gross touches a 
certain level, which it rarely does, 
Show management satisfied to make 
a couple of hundred dollars weekly, 
same going for the theatres. 

Shuberts are figuring on cutting 
down the red on some of their idle 
houses, such as the Ambassador and 
Ritz, which were tossed back to the 
brothers personally early in the re- 
ceivership, That explains their en- 
trance into the 50-75-cents ticket 
racked. If ‘Sinners’ betters an even 
break other revivals will go on in 
Shubert houses with a similar low 
cost set-up. 

First show the Shuberts had 4@ 
hand in along ‘pass’ money lines was 
‘Before Morning,’ according to re- 
ports. Show was opened recently 
at the Ritz by Albert Bannister and 
John G. Norman. A deal with the 
Leblang cut-rate agency for a guar- 
antee was entered into. It was de- 
clared off by the management after 
two weeks, although the agency 
came out on the short end of the 
deal. It was then stated that the 
‘free-ducat’ system had been entered 
into with the Shuberts declared in, 
Show stopped Saturday after play- 
ing a month. 

Bannister is said to be the ‘origi- 
nator’ of the courtesy-pass idea, 
having started it with ‘Stepping 
Sisters’ at the Royale two seasons 
back, where the show had a run to 
what looked like big attendance, but 
with low grosses. Shuberts were 
well aware of the stunt, but laid off 
because of the small profits. Now 
even that is welcome to them ap- 
parently. 





Binyon’s ‘Diary of Stooge’ 
Headed for Broadway 


Hollywood, March 6. 

Diary of a Stooge,’ by Claude 
Binyon, which ran serially in ‘Va- 
riety’s last year, is being rewritten 
as a play by Binyon and Joe Man- 
kiewicz. 

Piece is up for New York pro- 
duction, with the team keeping the 
producer's name a secret. 





Co-op Actors’ Claims 


Los Angeles, March 6. 
For signing a guarantee agree- 
ment with several Equity members 
who appeared in ‘Doomsday Circus.’ 
the Collective Theatre group has 
been called before the State Labor 
Commission on two wage complaints 


by Edwin August and Richard Newe- 
kirk. 
Equity members of the cast of the 
Emjo Basshe play, which folded 
jafter nine performances, agreed to 
jaccept 1% of the gross, with a mini- 
mum of $10 a week guaranteed. Au. 
gust, who stepped out of the show 
after the opening, asks $10, and 
Newkirk —s ins that $5 is stil 


owed to hi 
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Play on Broadway 





Forsaking All Others 


(Continued from page 42) 


to find that she doesn't want the 
“vacillating playbboy after all, but, 
to her own surprise, a good-fel- 
low man pal, who up to then was 
merely her friendly advisor and ge- 
nial adversary in epigrammatic 
tilts. Dialog discloses some pretty 
tart language and inferences, but it 
at least has the merit of being nat- 
ural for the set in which the story 
moves, 

On the femme side two roles 
stand out besdies that of the star. 
Cora Witherspoon does a fluttering 
matron with great aplomb, and Ilka 
Chase makes a gem of the minor 
role of a tipsy bridesmaid. On the 
masculine side Fred Keating, once 
a& vaud magician himself, plays 
the loyal friend with quiet force, 
and Donald MacDonald gets the 
last ounce out of an attractively 
sappy youth from the hinterland. 

The piece, in which Miss Bank- 
head is reported to have a financial 
interest, is beautifully staged. One 
set of a living room is a model of 
careless good taste. Two other sets 
are mere stage makeshifts, one a 
church vestry and the other a 
speakeasy, and both unobtrusively 
convincing. Rush. 


RUN LITTLE CHILLUN 


Negro dfama in two acts presenied at 
the Lyric March 1 by Robert Rockmore; 
written by Hall Johnson with incidental 
music by same; staged by Frank Merlin. 
Rnadsss 64 Fenn berenuceess is Edna Thomas 
See: DEIN. . 00 ob 0600% o650:64.54 Olive Ball 
Sister Fullilove. ......esee0....Mattie Shaw 
Sister Lou Little............-Bertha Powell 


Brother Little..... Ceceecccccess Ray Yeates 
Brother Redd....... ccoccccce. Walter Price 
Sister Ocklctree... eceeee+-- Rosalie King 







«++-Pauline Rivers 
Beeeece eeu Lulu Hunt 


Sister Susie..... ee...-Carolyn Hughes 
Brother Jenkins..........Edward Broadnax 
Brother Johnson...... eeceenee Milton Lacey 


Brother Simpson; .. Service Bell 


MGs SCORER ss ccccces coccbeoees Harry Boiden 
Str16s asce0s ener Cowescesed Alston Burleigh 
| eee eveeee-Fredi Washington 
Prother Lu-Te.....+ee+...+-James Boxwill 
Sister Mata........ eoeeess+eEthel Purnello 
SCG SOcMEs co cétoecevesss Gus Simons 
SE, cddundanad ee seeeeees Waldine Williams 
Mother Kanda........+....-Olga Burgoyne 
Brother Moses...... Sbeeeceesecise Jack Carr 


This many peopled Negro ‘folk 
drama’ is something of a novelty 
and the chances are favorable for 
it drawing enough white patronage 
to make a fairly good showing at 
two bucks top. 

There are two sustained major 
scenes high.“hting the opposed re- 
ligious activities of colored people 
in a small Southern town. One 
faction is the established Hope 
Baptist church congregation, some 
members of which are concerned 
over the ceremonies of the New Day 
Pilgrims in the woods across the 
river. Parson Jones hardly figures 
how the pilgrims can be ousted, but 
he is deeply grieved when he learns 
that his son Jim and successor to 
be, has promised to attend the 
strange rites in the company with 
Sulamai, dark seductress from the 
poorest section of the village. Jim's 
wife knows of his affair with the 
girl and takes refuge in prayer for 
his deliverance. 

First big scene is in the woods. 
It starts slowly with some explana- 
tion of the Pilgrims’ creed, the one- 
ness of God but the oneness of 
joy—the indicated unfettered min- 
gling of men and women. Dirge- 
like warbling of gibberish flows into 
choir singing, climaxing in a wild 
orgy of dancing. The picture is 
kaleidoscopic, a myriad of half- 
naked figures in frenzied action. 

Jim and Sulamai attend the ses- 
sion and when the rhythm gets the 
girl she wriggles in the Harlem 
manner, Jim carrying her off. Su- 
lamai’s lowly home is shown and 
there she tells Jim she is to have 
a baby as he goes off to his father’s 
revival meeting. She follows him 
there, after promising to go away 
with Brother Moses of the Pilgrims. 

The revival meeting is worked up 
to the highest pitch, with some of 
the brothers and sisters swooning. 
This long scene goes on to the 
finale, the ensemble singing in well 
rehearsed voices, providing a kick. 
It is the real thing in colored re- 
vival excitement and upon its re- 
ception the show depends. For 
high drama, Jim returns to the fold, 
Sulamai entrancing for a farewell 
kiss. A thunder storm is raging 
and as she reaches the door to meet 
Moses she is killed by lightning. 
Earlier in the week in ‘Louisiana’ 
(48th Street) the villian is blinded 
similarly. The elements always 
seem to dispose of those Negro ob- 
jectionables. 

Hall Johnson who wrote ‘Chillun’ 
is well known for his colored choirs, 
one of which was in ‘The Green 
Pastures.’ The dance orgy of the 
Pilgrims is called ‘Tansadi Tongole.’ 
The staging goes to the credit of 
Frank Merlin, one of the few non- 
Negroes concerned besides’ the 
management. Among the standout 
performances were those of Harry 
Bolden as the parson, Fredi Wash- 
ington as Sulamai, Alston Burleigh 
as Jim, Olive Ball as a woman par- 
son and Ella Thomas as Jim's wife, 
but a number of others stepped out 
in front at various times. 

‘Chillun’ is different and should 
draw such as are interested in real- 
istic colored drama. First nighters 
certainly went for it. Ibee. 


eS 


LOUISIANA 


Melodrama in proleg and three acts. Pre 
sented at the 48th Street Feb. 27 by George 
I.. Miller for the Negro Theatre Guild, 
Written by J. Augustus Smith. Staged by 
Samuel J. Park. 

AMOS. BOCTT. cccoccccsece J. Augustus Smith 
Myrtle SIMpPson.ccoccccccesereses Edna Barr 
Brother Zumee..cccccccccesecs James Davis 
Sister Marmwue#rite..cccccecseces Trixie Smith 
Thomas Catt. .cccccccsecs Morris McKenney 
Sister Might. r.cocccsccececd Alberta Perkins 
BOCROP ZOTO. .ccccccecccececesss Fred Bonny 
Deecon AUPUst. ccccecsccccceces Paul Johnson 
OE. «a dbecenses eecces Lionel Monagas 





Brother Dunson...........A. B. Comathiere 
Sister Zuzan.....ece Snccsce esses Carrie Huff 
Sinter-Gaghnan.ceccecdsecerser Ruth Morrison 
Sister LAUGE. .ccccccocces Harriet Daughtry 
Bou BOuce...ccccccccccccssecs Bennie Small 
Marcon....... Cocerseccocccceses Pedro Lopez 
AOR TIAMR. cccececcoccccres Laura Bowman 

The Louisiana swamps where 


voodooism still exists has been the 
subject of other all-colored cast 
dramas. This one, written by a col- 
ored author, J. Augustus Smith, 
may be better than most predeces- 
sors, yet doubtful theatre. 

There is a marked similarity in 
story and characters to ‘Savage 
Rhythm,’ which John Golden pro- 
duced last season, so much so that 
this play might have been adapted 
from. it. ‘ 

Both stories have a girl returning 
from the north to her superstitious 
kinfolk; both have a sinister black, 
bad man who covets a woman, and 
both have that villain going to his 
doom at the close. In ‘Rhythm’ the 
‘sweetback’ was killed by venomous 
snakes. In ‘Louisiana’ Thomas Catt, 
who runs a ‘juk,’ a sort of cabaret 
with loose women, across the bridge, 
meets death in quicksands. And 
through it all there is the beat of 
tom-toms—those drums have been 
more or less familiar on the stage 
ever since ‘Emperor Jones.’ 

But there is a difference in the 
writing. Smith, the colored author 
who plays the lead, is sincere in his 
story and he plausibly explains why 
voodooism continues, setting forth 
the difference of opinion between 


the ancient beliefs of his African 
forebears and the religion of the 
white man. 


Elder Amos Beery has held his 
flock together for 30 years in the 
Baptist church near La Fouche, a 
parish in Louisiana, and at the 
moment there is a revival meeting, 
the day his niece, Myrtle, comes 
back from boarding school. But 
Elder is not altogether a disbeliever 
in the mysticism of voodooism. 
Catt has made up his mind to take 
Myrtle to his place, but Amos is 
adamant, even against the threats 
of exposure from Catt, whom he 
first knew in the chain gang. Amos 
was punished for killing in self de- 
fense a man who defiled his home, 
a fact kept from his flock. Aunt 
Haga promises to get rid of the 
hated Catt after first blinding him. 
The man invades the revival meet- 
ing during a thunder storm, is 
stricken by lightning and later 
walks sightless into the quicksands. 
Haga beseeches her kin, Ebenezer, 
who is betrothed to Myrtle, to carry 
on her work for it is the heritage 
of the race. 
The prolog scene is in the midst 
of the swamp with the voodoo rites 
depicted. Some of the players are 
masked, others with naked bodies. 
Second act in the church what with 
its spiritual singing and the dra- 
matic climax is the best of the per- 
formance. 
Smith as the parson, Laura Bow- 
man as the voodoo woman and A. 
B. Comathiere as a deacon stand 
out. The heavy is well enough 
played by Morris McKenney and 
there is a flock of others who count 
in the song interludes. 
‘Louisiana’ is a good enough try, 
principal indicated weakness not the 
presentation but its limited appeal. 
Ibee. 
(Withdrawn Saturday, March 4. 
Printed here for the record.) 


A SATURDAY NIGHT 










Comedy in three acts: presented at the 
Playhouse Feb. 28, by William A. Brady: 
written by Owen Davis: Peggy Wood 
starred: Arthur Margetson and Hugh 
O'Connell featured; staged by Melville 
Burke, 

__ Bee eee Te CECT Te Te Elizabeth Young 
EE 866624 54% nee eb ehbbed 6 e065 Richard Jack 
PE rrr ee Hugh O'Connell 
Marguerite Langdon...........Peggy Wood 
PRN nw 0005 06 400.0000096.0 00049 Jane Corcoran 
BME, 00 00h o00hegsee anes eent ss June Webster 
Peter CAL... ...06 «+ Owen Davis, Jr. 
. ge. Se --Warren McCollum 
Preé -Derris.isccess «..-Robert Courtleigh 
OE BEIGE. . 00 0sbeceeces ens Joseph Striker 
PCR CarrinGton.cccccereed Arthur Margetson 
EPOCGRD BEGEGOMs «ocak casccosaied Addison Pitt 


The senior Brady, currently most 
active of the major producers, offers 
his third attraction this season. He 
started rather well with 
moiselle’ and then there was a dud. 


lific Owen Davis, pere, in a gayer 
mood than usual and yet its chances 
at this time of the season are not 
bright. Difference in critical com- 
ment, hardly a break, 


‘Saturday’ brings back Peggy 
Wood from London, where she 
scored in musical and dramatic 


shows, and she comes sans auburn 
locks—rather blonde now. The 
manager was adroit in selecting the 
supporting cast, what with Hugh 





O'Connell, who cracked those Indian 


*‘Made- | 


‘Saturday Night’ came from the pro- | 


nuts through ‘Once in a Lifetime’ 
and the 
Arthur Margetson, 
the starring appearance of Miss 
Wood. 

The play is billed as a comedy, 
but there seemed to be a question 
as to how much fun could be gotten 
from the situation set forth. Scene 
is the home of Meg and Jim Lang- 
don, New York. They've been mar- 
ried long enough to have a 17-year- 
old daughter, Sally, and a boy, Ted, 
about 12. Indications are that it is 
a fairly happy household, as witness 
the occasion of mother’s birth- 
day and the gifts from the kids. 
Jim has tickets for ‘Scandals’ this 
(Saturday) night and the couple are 
soing night-clubbing afterward.’ So 
there seemed no plausible reason 
why Dick Carrington, a business as- 
sociate of Jim’s should fall in love 
with Meg. Its been going on for 
years and what a spot Dick picks 
to have his first say about it. 

The children are forbidden to go 
out, it being mom and pop’'s eve- 
ning to be gay, the first of many 
planned cood times, postponed for 
this and that. But the Langdons 
never get to the show. Jim hears 
that an anticipated assignment to 
Paris is off and stalks out to mull it 
over. Ted gets permission to play 
basketball with his school team. 
Sally, in a pique, scoots with a fel- 
low who means her no good. Meg 
decides to attend the theatre with 
Dick, anyway, but just as they are 
about to depart, the boy is carried 
in with a sprained ankle. Then 
mother is more upset in finding that 
Sally has gone out, 

There igs much ado about Ted, 
whose boy pals are pests, trying to 
convey their belief that he is mor- 
tally hurt, but more about Sally, 
with Peter, a lad whom she spurns, 
bringing her home stewed from a 
speakeasy where he discovered her 
with the wastrel. Dead tired, Meg 
has to listen to Dick's love-making 
and pop walks in on that scene. 
Said he knew it all the time and 
there is a show-down. Jim goes 
off to his room after gratuitously 
telling of an affair with his secre- 
tary, letting Meg make up her own 
mind — to come upstairs or leave 
with Dick. Latter pleads that Meg's 
home ties are merely strings, but 
she says adieu with the comment 
that there are so many strings to 
keep her home intact. 

First act seemed best, what with 
the drolleries of O’Connell as Jim, 
a father in the late thirties, who 
admits he is no howling success in 
business. O'Connell! is not on in the 
second act, when Meg has her wor- 
ries about the kids. Miss Wood is 
quite believable as a mother, but 
less so when tempted to run off with 
Dick. That she spends half the 
evening in a velvet dressing gown 
does not give Miss Wood the best 
of it. 

Margetson had no easy assign- 
ment trying to straighten the Sally 
flare-out and making love to her 
mother. Owen Davis, Jr., is the se- 
riously minded youth Peter, who has 
Sally on his mind despite her re- 
buffs, and Owney made a good im- 
pression. Elizabeth Young okay as 
Sally. Richard Jack ditto as her 
kid brother, sage youngster. A stage 
scion noticed was Robert Courtleigh, 
one of the boys over-scared about 
Ted's minor hurt. 

‘A Saturday Night’ has plenty of 
action for a one-set play and is fair- 
ly diverting, but whether enough for 
these chosey days is a > 

bee. 





OUR WIFE 


Farce comedy in three acts presented at 
the Booth March 2 by Brotherton & Halle; 
written by Lillian Day and Lyon Mearson; 
staged by Edward C, Lilley. 

Margot Drak@...ccccccoeesees: Roge Hobart 
Jerry Marvin...cscecseese.s.Humphrey Bogart 
Concierge...... osccececss-Michelette Burani 
Barbara Marvin..ccsccccess---June Walker 


Elisabetta. .....ccece eeeee-- Miriam Battista 
Antonio Di, Mariano......Edward Raquello 
First Agente......cceee..Raymond O'Brien 
Second Agente..... Ooccoccserers Juan Varro 


A new managerial combo, Abe 
Halle, a Broadway company man- 
ager, and Tommy Brotherton, box- 
office man, in a maiden production 
try went rather close to landing a 
winner. But while ‘Our Wife’ has 
its points, it isn’t good enough. 

On form, from such authors the 

play figured to be better. Lyon 
Mearson wrote a bright beok about 
the Left Bank, Paris, and his wife, 
Lillian Day, is a frothy novelist, too. 
In conception okay, but lightweight 
in diversion content. 
‘Our Wife’ is set in Paris when it 
does not run off to an island in the 
bay of Naples. Jerry Marvin, a 
magazine fictionist, and Margot 
| Drake, a newspaper woman, are 
working and living happily together. 
Jerry gets the bad news that he is 
fired, but that doesn't alarm them 
greatly, even though from Margot’s 
| earnings an allowance to Jerry's 
wife has to be sent to New York. 
But the wife, Barbara, suddenly 
walks in on them, and that provides 
the story of the play. 

Barbara is a dizzy dame. Says 
| the wrong things and her technique 
lis all wrong. Hubby and Margot 
jare off to Italy, letting Babs take the 
| flat. But she walks in on them 
| down there, too; just moves in and 
| it looks for a time as though she 





| will win back her man. Jerry makes | 


leracks about Mussolini and is taken 
! rr 

to the hoose-gow. There he teaches 
two soldier guards the dice game 
;and comes back with one of their 


polished Englishman, 
co-featured in 


—<<——==3 


Plays Abroad 





Holmeses of Baker St. 


London, Feb. 20. 
Comedy drama in three acts by Basil 
Mitchell, presented by B. A. Meyer in 





conjunction with Leon M. Lion, at the 
Lyric, Feb. 16, Staged by Leon M, Lion. 
CAST 

Shirley Holmes.......- ..--Rosemary Ames 
William ...ccccs Se weesiecceeeen Gulne 
Dr. Wataon,.....eeeescceees Nigel Playfair 
Detective-Inspector Withers 

Vineent Holman 
Mr. Holmes.......++ Felix Aylmer 
Mr. Canning.. Martin Walker 
Mrs. WA&tSOMn...scccececceserss+s Eva Moore 
EMMOP cocccccceseceee Ernest Porrow 
‘Scrunchy’ Malone........Ewell B. Gessing 
rer rrrrrrr yr. Joan Cary 
Sir Joseph Masterrman...... Henry Hallatt 


The great Sherlock Holmes, now 
retired and aged 63 is here a wid- 
ower who, whilst still keeping up 
his flat in Baker street, lives at 
his country home and devotes him- 
self to raising bees. The author 
had received permission from the 
executors of the late Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle to use the names ‘Mr. 
Holmes’ and ‘Dr. Watson.’ 

The originality of the idea con- 
sists in the introduction of a daugh- 
ter of the famous detective who, 
though still in her teens, inherits 
the powers of deduction and ob- 
servation, which made her father 
famous. - 

There is a ‘White X gang’ that 
always notifies the owner of prop- 
erty it intends to steal, that they 
will make the theft at a specified 
time and, having done so, leaves 
its chalk-mark. The play opens 
with a Scotland Yard inspector im- 
ploring Holmes to help him round 
up the gang, with the criminologist 
refusing to emerge from his retire- 
ment. 

To Dr. Watson Holmes explains 
that his married life was far from 
happy because it lacked the ro- 
mance of the ordinary little deceits 
between man and wife—in other 
words, his wife could not perpe- 
trate the slightest deviation from 
truth without Holmes being able 
to detect it. The one problem now 
before him was how to stifle the 
tendencies of his daughter, who dis- 
played a marked predilection for 
following in the footsteps of her 
famous father. 

A priceless Medici pearl is to be 
stolen by the White X gang, and 
its owner mails it to Holmes in a 
bee cage. The complications aris- 
ing when the cage is stolen from 
Holmes’ flat, embroil the Holmeses, 
Watsons, Scotland Yard, etec., with 
young Miss Holmes clapping the 
bracelets on the young man who 
has proposed marriage to her, hav- 
ing caught him red-handed as a 
member of the gang. She is prone 
to gloat over her more advanced 
perceptions than those of her 
father, but in the end discovers her 
wily old dad had known what was 
going on all the time, and that the 
capture of the young chap with the 
pearl in his possession will not hold, 
inasmuch as the jewel thus seized 
is merely an imitation and Holmes 
still has the original in his posses- 
sion, 

Opinion is divided as to whether 
the play is a satire on the Sher- 
lock Holmes series, or merely a 
straight detective melodrama car- 
ried out for light amusement. Either 
way it makes a very pleasant eve- 
ning, especially as it is competently 
acted. 

The piece should enjoy a share 
of the anemic business now cur- 
rent in London. If conditions were 
normal, one might safely predict 
financial success for it. Jolo. 


LE TREMPLIN 


(‘The Springboard’) 
Brussels, Feb. 21. 

The latest in the series of suc- 
cessful native plays is ‘Le Trem- 
plin’ (‘The Springboard’), a drama- 
comedy in three acts by M. Ed- 
mond Menzel, which was given its 
premiere at the Moliere here to a 
crowded house. M. Menzel has 
taken a slice of life from the 
topsy-turvy post-war period and 





uniforms, in addition to their coin. 
Back to Paris for the last act. 
Margot is worried for the first time 
and takes a night out with a court- 
ing Italian when Jerry says some- 
thing about going to hang the pic- 
tures in his wife’s new flat. He 
never does, but Margot does not 
come home until breakfast time. 
Right then Barbara says the only 
; intelligent thing in her repertoire— 
she has decided to give Jerry his 
freedom—a fascinating Italian is 
now paying attention to her. The 
fact that they can wed is welcome 
to the two typewriter pounders, and 
all their plans of freedom in love go 
into the waste-paper basket. 

For the first time this season June 
Walker has a part well suited to 
| her, but either Barbara is a type of 
wife who can't get across or the 
playing could have been improved. 
Humphrey Logart is a blithe Jerry, 
doubtless a type that Margot as 
played by Rose Hobart would go 
for. 
| Perhaps 





the weakness in ‘Our 
Wife’ lies principally in the fact that 
‘there are not enough laughs, for 
;jthere ig not enough novelty in the 
| tale to make it stand up otherwise. 


the scientifie research for a syn- 
thetic petrol. He is successfy] but 
can find no backing for the mar. 


OUT OF TOWN REVIEWS 


SON OF PERDITION. 


Philadelphia, March 4, 

From a boxoffice angle, it is easy 
to say that Lynn Riggs, author of 
‘Roadside’ and ‘Green Grow the 
Lilacs,) has gone completely hay- 
wire in ‘The Son of Perdition,’ 
which was given its first perform- 
ance at the Hedgerow theatre, near 
here, last week. 

The play's commercial chances 
are scant. except on a porographic 
angle—entirely at variance with the 
author's script and idea. Comments 
here were sharply divided. 

The play probably wouldn't have 
a money look-in on Broadway, but 
it does have a great deal of dra- 
matic power. Shorn of its allegori- 
cal references and its side-themes, 
it might easily admit of presenta. 
tion other than that of an ‘art-for- 
art’s-sake’ organization. 

The locale is Cuba and the cen- 
tral characters are a sugar baron 
and a wastrel, both American. The 
former is the underlying influence 
of the entire plot and the latter is 
the heavy. One trouble with Mr. 
Riggs’ play is that neither of these 
two characters—and this charge is 
not Himited by the fact that the 
local presentation was one of a 
repertory company—are fully de- 
veloped or brought out. 

Other characters include a firmly- 
rooted Cuban father and his son 
and daughter. The fact that the 
play suggests incestuous relations 
between the last-named pair would 
be enough to bar it from a com- 
mercial showing. 

The sugar-baron, whose influence 
is, at first, omnipresent, is finally 
brought to realize that he, too, is 
subject to the laws of human na- 
ture. Tragedy ends this singularly 
diffuse and complicated tale, which 
is the only artistic solution, al- 
though it won't help in the play’s 
public appeal. 

A number of fine performances 
helped the local performance and 
Jasper Deeter, head of the Hedge- 
row theatre, gave the play the ad; 
vantage of an understanding direc- 





tion. Waters. 
UNDRESS PARADE 
m Hollywood, Feb. 26. 


Paul M. Trebitsch presents a new comedye 
drama by Henry CC. Gordon at the Music 
Box. Staged by O. D. Woodward. Settings 
designed and executed by Corliss McGee. 
Cast—Gertrude Short, Fritzi Ridgeway, Bese 
Stafford, Janee Olms, Buddy Wattles, David 
Scott, Raymond Brown, Elmer Ballard, 
Barry Thompson, George Barnes, Wilfred 
Hart. 


A dirty turk localed in a house of 
ill fame, ‘Undress Parade’ is aimed 
at quick dollars from the sensation- 
seekers. 

Chances of living long enough to 
turn in a profit are slim. Will be a 
detriment to the careers of all the 
players involved. 

As a horrible example of drama- 
turgy, ‘Parade’ cops top honors. 
Story relates the vengeance exacted 
on a prominent minister by the 
woman who was led astray 20 years 
ago. Sub plot revolves around the 
preacher’s son and a girl who is 
making her debut as a _ prostie. 
There’s a scene where the girl is 
auctioned off that’s a pip as far as 
trashy, hokey writing is considered. 

Single interior set, supposed to 
represent a luxurious joint, is an 
atrocity. Gags are crude and intent 
of most of the dialog is filthy. Open- 
ing night house had more paper in it 
than a busted bank. 


ENGAGEMENTS 





Frank Shannon, Percy Moore, 
Paul Claire, David Morris, Maida 
Carrell, Dorothy Diane, Freddy 
Stange, Ralph Sumpter, ‘Young 
Sinners’, 

Taylor Holmes, Warren Ashe, 
Virginia Stevens, Howard Hall, 


Gerald Kent, Franklyn D. Fox, Ha- 
zel Drury, Gertrude Ritchie, Edwin 
Redding, George Graves, Anthony 
Ross, Kate McComb, Frank Alir- 
wald, Sondra Arleaux, ‘Riddle Me 
This.’ 

Katherine Alexander, 
Stephens, Ross Alexander, 
Conklin, ieoffrey Bryant, 
Trevor, ‘The Party’s Over.’ 
Marguerite Borough, Ian Wolfe, 
Virginia Tracy, Alan Baxter, ‘Lone 
Valley.’ 

John Eldredge, 
Moon.’ 

Wm. R. Randall, 
John Kearney, Ethel 
Scandalous Affair.’ 
Gertrude Mudge, Linda Elder, 
Stanley Marlowe, Loretta Shea, San- 
tos Ortego, ‘Cinderella’s Brothers. 
Frances McHugh, Kenneth Trese- 
der, Derek Fairman, Maida Reade, 
Seth Arnold, Thelma Paige, King 
Calder, Bette Garde, Jos. Burton, 


Harvey 
Pegey 
Claire 


‘Three Cornered 


Maude Odell, 
Jackson, ‘A 


John F. Dwyer, Mary Lewis, Judith 
Lawrence, ‘The Best People.’ 
Minor Watson, Harry Worth, Fred 





Ibee. 


Miller, ‘Strange Gods.’ 
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to Flop Figures, 


‘Pink’ Hurt with Other Newcomers 





Granting that Broadway’s legits 


gey to remain open this week 
in 


the face of closed banks, in- 
dications were that receipts would 
drop from 50% upward from the 


grosses of last week. 

That was believed to be a con- 
gervative estimate. Several hit 
shows figured on a 33% decline, but 
judging by the inactivity around 
every box office, looked like show 
business faces the hard wallop. 

One of the smash shows reported 


‘ total sales up to Monday at noon 


amounted to two tickets at $1.10 
Another hit sold six tickets 


of the same price. A new musical, 


'® which up to 1 o’clock Monday usu- 
© ally took in $1,500, actually got $29. 


Instead of the usual first-day 
bustle, theatre lobbies were strange- 
ly untenanted. The telephones did 


not even jingle, and as the after- 


moon wore on there was no recov- 
ery from the slough. That applied 
to the better shows, which over- 


~ night were knocked down to the 
_ level of flops. 


Seems like the worst blow fell to 
the new shows. Several were rated 
having a chance, but in the face of 


'* the public’s cash being impounded, 


the chances of being able to tide 
over the unprecedented conditions 
were doubtful. Established suc- 
cesses at least had advance sales to 
brokers and unquestioned success 


rating. 
Withered in the Bud 


‘Strike Me Pink’ opened at the 
Majestic Saturday with indications 
of becoming number one on the list 
in point of gross. How it will fare 
will probably be indicated before 
the week is over. ‘Forsaking All 
Others,’ too, opened with consider- 
able promise at the Times Square. 
Its indicated pace was around §8,- 
000, which would be enough; ‘A Sat- 
urday Night,’ at the Playhouse, had 
a starting pace of $7,000 weekly, 
but, like the other new shows, has 
its box-office worries; ‘Louisiana’ 
opened and closed at the 48th 
Street; ‘Run, Little Chillun’ was 
liked at the Lyric, but is in doubt; 
‘Our Wife’ looked lightweight at the 
Booth; ‘Hangman’s Whip,’ weak at 
the St. James, with takings around 
$3,500. 

Saturday performances were af- 
fected in almost every theatre, but 





TEN 
CENTS 
& 
DUNCE 


Run of the mill praise 
agents are a dime a 
dozen nowadays. 


—but where can you find a 
woman with extensive experi- 
ence on newspapers, motion 
picture and legit theatre ad- 
verlising and publicity and 
radio publicity, capable of 
concewing and _ executing 
every detail of a smash ex- 
ploitation campaign ? 


YOU WANT TO 


KNOW WHERE? 
EASY! 











Don’t Write—Wire 


BOX 214 
VARIETY, NEW YORK 


NEW 


TEARPROOF 
Maybelline 


Here's what you've been 
wanting — for off stage 
. A real eyelash 
darkener; one that goes 
on right the first time and ry 
that won't run, smear or 

smart with tears or per- “ 
Spiration. Positively non-smarting! The most 
remeted mascara with the profession. Perfectly 
armless. Try the NEW Maybelline. Black or 

Brown, 75¢ at any toilet goods counter. 
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Cm EYELASH BEAUTIFIER 
































‘around $9,000; 





business previously was good for 
the good things. ‘Design for Liv- 
ing’ stood up best because of its 
advance sale and was credited with 


$27,000. Not all tickets were sold, 
the agencies being stuck when nu- 
merous cancellations followed the 
bank closings. ‘Melody’ slipped, 
but topped the musicals at $23,500, 
with ‘Take a Chance’ next. ‘Alien 
Corn’ drew $16,000, which was vir- 
tual capacity. ‘Dinner at Eight’ 
slipped to that level, the lowest of 
the engagement, true also of other 
attractions. 

Closings this week could not be 
determined. Looked like a flock of 
shows might be forced off tempo- 
rarily or permanently, and there 
was doubt about others ringing up 
Monday night. There seemed noth- 
ing to do about it, with the public 
too much concerned with holding 
onto what cash it has, rather than 
spending on luxuries, such as the- 
atre admissions. 

And yet there are a number of 
shows listed to open next week: 
‘Far Away Horses,’ Beck; ‘Cinderel- 
la’s Brothers,’ Mansfield; ‘Three- 
Cornered Moon,’ Elliott; revival of 
‘The Best People,’ succeeding ‘The 
Monster,’ Waldorf; revival of ‘Rid- 
dle Me This,’ following ‘The Show- 
Off, Hudson; and possibly ‘Scan- 
dalous Affair,” ‘Under the Covers,’ 
and ‘Masks and Faces.’ 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Alice in Wonderland,’ New Am- 
sterdam (6th week) (C-1,702-$2.20). 
‘The Cherry Orchard,’ revived by 
Civic Rep, playing first three days, 
with ‘Alice’ the last half; latter 
show got $10,500 last week; good. 


‘Alien Corn,’ Belasco (3d week) 
(D-1,000-$3.30). Grossed $16,000 last 
week; pace is virtual capacity at 
the scale; looks like definite hit. 

‘American Dream,’ Guild (3d 
week) (CD-914-$3.30). Doubtful of 
lasting beyond five-week subscrip- 
tion period; figured under $10,000 
last week. 

‘Autumn Crocus,’ Morosco (17th 
week) (CD-893-$3.30). Satisfactory 
at modest grosses; claimed better 
than $6,000 last week; house and 
show same management. 

‘Before Morning,’ Ritz. With- 
drawn Saturday after playing bit 
under four weeks. 

‘Biography,’ Avon (13th week) 
(C-830-$3.30). Finished strongly de- 
spite bank closings; around $10,000 
is low on engagement, but still good 
enough. 

‘Both Your Houses,’ Royale (ist 
week) (D-1,118-$3.30). Presented 
by Theatre Guild; written by Max- 
well Anderson; Guild’s fourth at- 
traction this season opened Monday. 

‘Dangerous Corner,’ Fulton (20th 
week) (D-9138-$3.30). Ending fifth 
month; grosses have been light, but 
show turned some profit right 
along; $3,500. 

‘Design for Living’ Barrymore 
(7th week) (CD-1,090-$4.40). Ad- 
vance sales kept gross from drop- 
ping, and takings again over $27,000. 

‘Dinner at Eight,’ Music Box 
(20th week) (C-1,000-$3.85). Slipped 
to about $16,000 last week; Lenten 
decline accelerated by bank closings. 

‘Forsaking All Others,’ Times 
Square (2d week) (D-1,057-$3.30). 
Opened last mid-week with indica- 
tions for a pace around $8,000 which 
is okay; good notices; tough break 
opening at this time. 

‘Gay Divorce,’ Shubert (15th 
week) (M-1,395-$3.30). Standout 
number ‘Night and Day’ has greatly 
ores this musical; bettering $41,- 
00. 

‘Goodbye Again,’ Masque (11th 
week) (C-700-$3.30). Has been ap- 
proximating $8,000 and not much 
under last week; looks good through 


spring. 

‘Hangman’s Whip,’ St. James. 
Taken off Saturday; played one 
week and two days. 

‘Late Christopher Bean,’ Miller 
(19th week) (C-946-$3.30). With a 
three matinee policy pace has been 
dropped with the 
field last week. 

‘Lone Valley,” Plymouth (ist 
week) (D-1,042-$3.30). Presented 
independently by Sophie Treadwell 
who authored it; opens Wednesday 


(8). 
‘Louisiana,’ 48th St. Taken off 
Saturday; one week. 


‘Melody,’ Casino (4th week) (O- 
2,156-$3.30). Stood up well until 
Saturday; rated at $23,500, which 
is strong considering conditions. 

‘Music in the Air,’ Alvin (18th 
week) (C-1,387-$3.30). With the 
entire list affected no exception 
here; estimated around $18,000. 


‘One Sunday Afternoon,’ Little 
(4th week) (D-530-$2.20). Provi- 
sional notice posted, but show 


claimed to make money; last week 


again around $5,000. 

‘Our Wife,’ Booth (2d week) (C- 
708-$2.75). Opened late last week; 
notices tepid and chances doubtful. 

‘Pigeons and People,’ Lyceum (8th 
week) (C-957-$2.20). Doing moder- 
ate business, with matinees out- 
drawing nights; up to now around 


$5,000. 
‘Run Little Chiilun,’ Lyrte (24 








Shows in Rehearsal 





‘Three Cornered Moon’ 
(Richard Aldrich), Elliott. 

‘Far Away Horses’ (Harman 
and Ullman), Beck. 


‘Masks and Faces’ (Paul 
Martin), Geneva Hall. 
‘Scandalous Affair’ (Fred 


Rath), 48th Street. 
‘The Party’s Over’ (Gar Pro- 
ductions), Vanderbilt. 


‘Three-Pence Opera’ (Gif- 
ford Cochran), Lyceum. 
‘Cinderella’s Brothers’ (Ed- 


ward Ebenbach), Mansfield. 

‘Champagne Supper’ (Peggy 
Fears), Alvin. 

‘Encore’ (Ethel Barrymore), 
Empire. 

‘Strange Gods’ (Wallack and 





Morrison), Warner. 


‘SING, PHILLY'S 
SOLO, $20,000 


Philadelphia, March 6. 


After two of the leanest weeks 
the Philadelphia legitimate theatre 
has known for years, there is every 
promise of playhouse activity for 
the next six weeks. 

‘Of Thee I Sing’ was the city’s 
lone offering last week and in its 
fourth and final week at the For- 
rest, this musical dropped to the 
$20,000 mark or perhaps a little less. 

This week’s newcomers are ‘A 
Trip to Pressburg,’ offered under the 
auspices of the American Theatre 
Society at the Chestnut, and ‘The 
Queen’s Husband,’ given by Barry 
Jones and Maurice Colbourne at the 
Garrick. 

The last-named outfit will pre- 
sent Shaw’s ‘Too True to Be Good’ 
next Monday and on the 20th, ‘An- 
other Language’ is due at the For- 
rest and ‘When Ladies Meet’ at the 
Chestnut. The latter house will get 
Ethel Barrymore’s vehicle, ‘An 
Amazing Career’ on April 3, and 
Podrecca’s Piccoli on the 17th. The 
annual Mask and Wig showing, 
‘Autumn Crocus.’ Eva Le Gal- 
lienne’s ‘Alice in Wonderland’ and 
probably ‘Criminal at Large’ are 
other April bookings. 


‘Criminal,’ All-Aloner 
In Frisco, Gets $5,000 


San Francisco, March 6. 


Bank holiday worked havoc with 
town’s only legit, Pauline Frederick 
in ‘Criminal at Large’ at Duffy’s 
Alcazar. House had many refunds 
in cash to those who had previously 
paid for tickets and though many 
were buying new pasteboards and 
paying for ’em with checks the 
financial upset was felt. 

Take will be around $5,000, as 
compared to over $6,500 on first 
week. New show, ‘Counsellor-at- 

















Law,’ with Otto Kruger, comes ins 


March 12. 

Grand Guignol theatre with bunch 
of horror plays has been doing well 
at $1.25 tariff. First week around 
$1,300. Curran dark until the 13th 
when ‘Of Thee I Sing’ comes in at 
$3.30 top. Columbia has gone pic 
with ‘Rasputin’ and Geary dark. 





week) (D-1,406-$2.20). Opened late 
last week; notices by second string- 
ers very good; indicated weekly 
pace $6,000, which may be enough 
for colored show. 

‘Saturday Night,’ Playhouse (2d 
week) (CD-963-$3.30). Some divided 
opinion; another new show with 
bad break on account of money 
shortage; around $7,000 estimated. 

‘Strike Me Pink,’ Majestic (lst 
week) (R-1,700-$3.85). Opened to 
acclaim Saturday (4) night; notices 
distinctly favorable, and Brown and 
Henderson revue should click.. 


‘Take a Chance,’ Apollo (15th 
week) (M-1,270-$4.40). Among 
Broadway’s best diversions; busi- 


ness around $24,000 average, but af- 
fected last week. 

‘The Lady Refuses,’ Bijou (1st 
week) (C-608-$3.30). Presented in- 
dependently; written by Saxon 
King; opens to night. 

‘Twentieth Century,’ Broadhurst 
(11th week) (C-1,118-$3.30). Eased 
off with field; takings approximated 


$10,000; low for engagement, but 
still profitable. 
‘Walk a Little Faster,’ Selwyn 


(11th week) (R-1,067-$3.30). Length 
of engagement questionable; paced 
around $10,000; not enough for mu- 


sical. 
‘We, the People,’ Empire. Closed 
Saturday; six weeks in red. 
Ather Attractions 
Shakespeare theatre (Jolsons); 


Shakespearean revivals. 

‘As Husbands Go,’ Forrest; 
vival. 

‘Young Sinners,’ Ambassador; re- 
vival. 

‘The Monster,’ Waldorf: revival’s 
final week; ‘The Best People’ next 
week. 


re- 


‘The Show- Off,’ Hudson; revival’s | 


final week; ‘Riddle Me This’ next 


week, 


| ‘Henry’ $4,500 in Balto. 


Baltimore, March 6. 
‘Springtime for Henry’ finished 
its week at the Maryland to $4,500, 


not strong. Best at matinees. 
| House goes dark for a week to open 
'on March 13 with ‘Cavalcade.’ Then 


runs into a week of opera under 
the DeFeo banner, an opera group 
which hasn’t missed yet in this 
town. 

Those shows which were supposed 
to come in from Wee & Levental 
are definitely out, W & L having re- 
called the shows from the road 
when they met poor business. 


‘SING HARD HIT 
IN L. A. SLUMP 


Los Angeles, March 6. 

What looked like a good week for 
the legits ended up in the red due 
to California’s three-day bank holi- 
day which started without warning 
Thursday (2) morning. Locals were 
too busy figuring how they were go- 
ing to eat between Thursday and 
Monday to think of theatres. 

‘Of Thee I Sing’ was the worst 
hit. Road show came in to a good 
advance with the opening night, 
Sunday, a sellout. Advance looked 
like a $22,000 week at least, but the 
last half of the week saw no box- 
office sales and a flock of cancella- 
tions. Take for the week ended up 
slightly over $16,000. ‘When Ladies 
Meet,’ which failed to open Sunday 
at the Belasco due to the death of 
Catherine Willard’s mother, got 
started on Thursday with the clos- 
ing of the banks. First three days 
got an estimated $2,700, leaving 
Belasco & Curren holding the bag 
after two bad weeks in San Fran- 
cisco. 

‘Undress Parade,’ dirt production 
by Paul Trebitsch at the Music Box, 
was a weak starter getting less than 
$1,500 on its first stanza. ‘Grounds 
for Divorce’ did a light $3,200 at the 
El Capitan, 


Estimates for Last Week 

‘Grounds for Divorce,’ El Capitan 
(3d week) (C-1,571-$1.65). Got the 
nut and little more at $3,200. Folds 
after another week. 

‘Of Thee | Sing,’ Biltmore (1st 
week) (M-1,656-$3.30). Bad break 
dropped this road show from a sure 
22 grand to an estimated $16,000. 

‘Undress Parade,’ Music Box (ist 
week) (C-965-$1.65). General pan- 
ning from the reviewers and first- 
night audience kept it down to 
$1,800). Bank holiday didn’t hurt 
at that figure. 

‘When Ladies Meet,’ Belasco (ist 
three days) (C-1,103-$2.20). Tooka 
double licking through postponed 
opening. Last half got $2,700. 











lrish Players . 
$12,000, Raves 
At Harris, Chi 


Chicago, March 6. 

Irish Abbey Players from Dublin 
dominated everything last week. 
Critics were nightly visitors to the 
repertory and each succeeding re- 
view eclipsed the last in enthusiasm. 
It easily became the dramatic class 
event of the season out here. In 
consequence the Irish invasion may 
be extended to a third week. 

Meanwhile, ‘Katinka’ was the 
memorial offering of the Civic 
operetta venture which collapsed 
from the piling up of unpaid union- 
ists. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Bride Retires,’ Blackstone ($2.20 
tep). Badly panned. Got $5,000 or 
less. 

‘Dixie on Parade,’ Garrick (R- 
1,276; $2.20) (6th week). Reported 
in difficulties last week but still 
continuing. 

‘Family Upstairs,’ Cort (C-1,100; 
$2.20) (11th week). Trotting along 
comfortably near $3,800. 

Abbey Players Repertory (1,084; 
$2.20) (24 week). Rave notices and 
trade building. Around $12,000, 
good. 

‘Red Robin,’ Grand (0O-1,207; 
$2.75). Opened Saturday night 
(4); locally produced by J. J. Shu- 
bert. 


PITTSB’G’S MILD $7,000 
FOR ‘YOUR HOUSES’ 


Pittsburgh, March 6. 


After five weeks of road-show 
pictures, Nixon went back to legit 
last week and not with such satis- 
factory resuits. Piece was Guild’s 
new one, Maxwell Anderson’s ‘Both 
Your Houses.’ Only about $7,000 
for the session, with most of that 
in subscription money, piece play- 
ing here under American Theatre 
Society auspices. Lack of cast 
names wasn’t any help either, al- 
though piece won fairly good no- 
tices. 

‘Counsellor-at-Law’ current at 
Nixon at $2.20, lowest legit top of 
the season, with ‘Of Thee I Sing’ 
next Monday (13) for one week only 
and then a lapse until March 26 
when ‘Green Pastures’ is due, may- 
be for a fortnight. 


























Eddie Cantor; Al Jolson 


DYNAMITER 


«.. of national publicity, exploitation and advertising 
who is thoroughly familiar with theatre and news- 
paper fields, as well as building of personalities . . . 
whose satisfied clients range from Noel Coward to 


Lopez, as well as Broadway and road shows, freak 
attractions, hotels, restaurants, steamships, radio, etc., 
etc. . . . open for immediate (preferably permanent) 
assignment anywhere . . . lack of log-rolling or politi- 
cal propensities more than offset by creative, analytical, 
economic and conscientious capabilities. 


Box 210, Variety, New York 
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SHOWMA 


Lifetime experience as a manager and exploiter—press agent 
—producer— advance representative —traveling productions— 
vaudeville units—traveling dance bands—ball rooms—theatres— 
dramatic stock companies—road show pictures—concert attrac- 





WANTS A 
JOB 





tions. 

ATTENTION—I seek a connection as manager of one or more 
theatres operated by an individual who is tired of this well 
known depression—I have some ideas that will get the business 
—and these ideas are in keeping with these kinds of times. Age 
forty-seven—-old enough to know the score—young enough to 
cover a lot of territory—neat appearing—educated—a showman 

who does not get his ideas out of a letter from headquarters— 
yes if necessary I can wear a tuxedo, but prefer to put in my 
time on getting people into the box office rather than to greet 
them when they get in—Space here is limited—correspond with 


me and I will send positive proof of past success, 


Box 203, Variety, New York City 
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London, Feb. 24. 
Gaumont-British 5,000,000-pound 
fssue to the public resulted in the 
underwriters being left with 65% of 
the issue. Twenty-five percent of 
subscription was from stockholders 


who went for the conversion idea, 
with the other 10% being new 
money. But, as the entire issue 
was underwritien, G.-B. will get 


their full 5,000,000 minus the com- 
missions. Shares are quoted on 
the stock exchange at 3%2% dis- 
count. 





‘Dubarry’ Sold Again 

‘The Dubarry’ bought by Lehman 
for Paris production at the Sara 
Bernhardt theatre has been sold at 
the last minute to Willemetz. Show 
will be staged at the Theatre des 
Bouffes Parisiens, next fall. 

No one has been engaged thus 
far, but management is anxious to 
get Anny Ahlers, who is now play- 
ing in the English version at His 
Majesty's theatre. 





News Theatre as Classroom 


The Sphere theatre, 
latest newsreel house, making the 
sixth in the West End, with a ca- 
pacity of 230 seats, is the smallest 
of them all. Theatre is operated 
by M. Feldman, newcomer to show 
business. He is in close touch with 
schools and universities to use the 
theatre for cinematograph lectures. 
Theatre will only be available for 
this purpose up to midday. 





Editorial Judgment 

A film scenario titled ‘The Official 
Lover,’ by Sig Hertzig, an Ameri- 
can, was hawked around here. It 
was finally brought to the notice 
of Gaumont-British, who displayed 
some slight interest, which lagged 
after a while, with the usual stall- 
ing the result. 

Eventually Franz Schulz, author 
of ‘Sunshine Susie,’ got hold of the 
scenario and immediately disposed 
of it to a German film concern, who 
are getting ready to cast and film 
it. Likelihood is Gaumont-British 
will clamor for the British rights 
when film is completed. 





Salary or Percentage 
London Palladium is dickering 
with Roy Fox and his band to play 
a return engagement there. For 
his last date he was paid a flat 
salary of $1,500. This time they 
want to pay him $1,250 and a per- 
centage of the grosses over $8,000. 

It is likely Fox will accept. 


Coliseum With Talkers 


Saddest blow to London show 
business is announcement London 
Coliseum going talkers. Actually, 
the position was inevitable after the 
failure of ‘Casanova,’ and the fore- 
gone conclusion that the reinstate- 
ment of vaudeville would flop. Pic- 
tures were the only thing left. Stoll 
got nowhere in conferences with 
Murray Silverstone, head of United 
Artists, to get first run of their 
product, consisting of 12 pictures of 
their own, a similar number of Brit- 
ish & Dominion, and about 24 of 
Columbia. Failure of a deal was 
due to Silverstone asking for big 
publicity campaign to accompany 
every picture. As last recourse, 
Stoll is having to resort to general 
releases, with opening program, due 
March 6, to be ‘Movie Crazy’ and 
‘Payment Deferred.’ 

Trade view is that Stoll is only 
using this as a stop-gap till a big 
musical comes along, and is, as a 
matter of fact, negotiating for a big 
German musical at the moment. 





Interim Film Policy 


Associated Theatre Properties is 
applying to the London County 
Council for a seven-day license for 
the Adelphi theatre, to be allowed to 
show films. Object is to have house 
in readiness for any American film 
that may be available for West End 
pre-release. House has all the fit- 
ments of a cinema, and management 
figure a way of making money while 
there are no new musicals ready. 





‘Damozel’ Big at Plaza 

Paramounts’ arrangement with 
British & Dominion for pre-releas- 
ing B. & D.’s ‘The Little Damozel,’ 
at the Plaza, is that B. & D. spend 
$3,600 on publicity and presentation, 
which consists of Lew Stone and 
his band, from the Monseigneur res- 
taurant and the personal appear- 
ance of Anna Neagle, the star of the 
film. Understood picture is doing 
good business. 

It will gross around $15,000, which 
justifies holdover, but will not stay 
longer than the week, due to Par- 


amount having already arranged to 
show their own product, ‘Madame 
Butterfly.’ 





Cardini Club Date 

Julius Marx, the head of Scala, 
Berlin, who has Cardini there under 
contract for the month of April, has 
sold him to the management of the 
Cabaret de Kommiker. Cardini is 
not anxious to play the cabaret and 
may oppose the date, 


‘Cavalcade’ Deadlock 
Charles B. Cochran invited Archie 
Parnell and Alfred Zeitlin for lunch, 
te discuss, ‘without prejudice,’ clause 


London's 


14, which is causing all the trouble 
between Parnell and Zeitlin and 
Cochran and Drury Lane theatre. 
No arrangement was arrived at, and 
it looks like the ‘Cavalcade’ fight 
will reach the law courts. Under- 
stand P. & Z. asking $200,000, with 
Cochran offering to settle for one- 
eighth. 





Razz Swanson Film 

Gloria Swanson’s ‘A Perfect Un- 
derstanding,’ opening at the Empire, 
a Metro house, Feb. 13, was mildly 
razzed. The bedroom scene got a 
particular ‘ha-ha.’ Management 
eventually cut out about 600 feet of 
film. Picture will just linger for one 
week. 





Pavilion Bill 

London Pavilion week of Feb. 20 
has 13 acts, with 10 either returns 
or holdovers. 

Newcomers are the Trix Sisters, 
now comprising Josephine Trix and 
Helen, an English girl of a former 
act, Troy Sisters and Helen. Act as 
is looks classy and harmonizes well. 
Girls should be in demand for caba- 
ret, broadcasting and recording. 

Frank Eders, obviously continent- 
al, has strong-man act with quite a 
blending of sight comedy. His goofy 
look makes him a little different. 

Buschel, Courtnay and Revel, with 
Courtnay latest addition, are just 
another of those steppers that 
abound here since the Condos 
Brothers. 

Idea of having three comperes, 
using Henderson and Lennox, act on 
the bill to announce acts before the 
cabaret section, with Naunton 
Wayne looking after cabaret end as 
of yore, is too much. 





London Palladium’s bill week of 
Feb. 20 has three American new- 
comers, and every one a sock. First 
to hit them were the Five Elgins, 
three-men-two-women fast boom- 
ering hat throwers and club jug- 
glers. Look set for a European 
itinerary. 

Maidie and Ray, back after two 
years, have added some fast step- 
ping and clever contortion work by 
Maidie, making act improvement. 
One of the outstanding hits on the 
bill, seem certain for a long stay 
here, 

Six Lucky Boys are acrobatic 
tumblers and comedians. Boys were 
booked without being seen by any 
one of the General Theatres execu- 
tives, and it was decided to look 
them over for a strong attraction on 
the Palladium ‘Crazy Month,’ due 
March 6, for six weeks. It is now 
practically settled they go into the 
‘Crazy’ show, and should prove one 
of the best things in it. 

Heading the bill is Gracie Felds, 
still England's biggest favorite, with 
business improved. 


Dry America Spoofed 


In New Czech Musical 


Prague, Feb. 22. 


American prohibition and its fail- 
ings is not only a popular subject in 
which Czechoslovakia, the home of 
Pilsener beer and Saaz hops, is 
greatly interested, but now also 
forms the chief theme of a satirical 
musical comedy, ‘The World Behind 
the Bars,’ now running at the 
Prague Free theatre. 

The play takes place in an imagi- 
nary state of America called Sonorie 
with its capital named Cork. The 
plot revolves round the prohibition 
issue. The play starts with mass 
singing, in which the ‘drys’ alter- 
nate with the ‘wets.’ A poet, Apollo 
Rum, receives a deathblow in the 
open street from the hand of Wu- 
Fang, a gang-leader, just as he 
sings the praise of real booze. The 
murderer succeeds in making Hec- 
tor Litter, the beer manufacturer, 
believe that he was the culprit, and 
in the final act the truth is revealed 
through the testimony of one Little 
Baby Polly, an underworld girl and 
the police. 

The second act of the amusing 
musical comedy shows a Chinese 
opium den, the headquarters of 
bootleggers, in which a lively chorus 
of attractive dancers appear, accom- 
panied by the music of Jencik, the 
gifted composer of the Free theatre. 
The evening atmosphere of the 
opium den in the American town is 
made to appear attractive, with its 
curious system of screens and asig- 
nals. A hit of the musical comedy 
is @ walz song offered by a fair 
girl, Miami by name, the daughter 
of a brewer. 








Censor Reason 


Prague, Feb. 22. 
The Czechoslovak censor hag re- 
fused permission for the perform- 
ance of the German operetta film, 
‘Kaiserwalzer.’ 
Reason is an officer in the op- 
reita expresses a wish to see ‘The 





Kaiser.’ 


NOVARRO’S CONCERT TOUR 


Bob Ritchie Arranging Datee in 
England and On Continent 


Paris, March 6. 

Bob Ritchie, manager of Jeanette 
MacDonald, is negotiating the pro- 
posed European concert tour for 
Ramon Novarro. 

Ritchie recently hopped to London 
to arrange some dates and is now 
arranging some others on the Con- 
tinent, 


South Africa 


By H. Hanson 











Capetown, Feb. 7. 


Heat causes slump in show busi- 
ness. 

The ‘off the gold standard’ is 
bringing money into the country, 
but prices of foodstuffs, etc., going 
up. The Johannesburg stock ex- 
change is booming, with brokers 
and their staffs working at top 
speed. 

Mr. and Mrs. Martin Johnson and 
their staff are on their way in their 
planes to the wild parts of South 
Africa. Had a good time in Cape- 
town, but Martin Johnson riled at 
Harbor Board officials. Charged 300 
pounds for taking two planes off the 
steamer to the water. 

Cameras cost 11 pounds in fees to 
land, and then were sealed by the 
customs. Johnson wanted to get 
pictures around Capetown, but the 
sealing up held him from doing so. 
Eventually, through influence, he 
got his cameras and took some pic- 
tures, 





L. L. Ellis, Actor, Dies 

lL. L. Ellis died Jan. 30 from 
injuries sustained in a motor race 
near Capetown. Was a member of 
Capetown amateur theatricals as 
comedian and dancer. He did film 
work around the South Sea Islands. 
Was 33 years of age. 





Film Socieies Declare War 


The amended Entertainments 
(censorship) Bill before the South 
African Parliament is receiving 
strong opposition from the film so- 
cieties. The bill provides for pro- 
hibiting the exhibition of uncen- 
sored films or advertisements in any 
place to which admission is ob- 
tained by virtue of membership of 
any association of persons or by 
contributions to any fund. 
Film societies ask what is meant 
by ‘certain private exhibitions’ as 
indicated in the bill. Contend that 
film societies are cultural associa- 
tions and challenge the Minister 
on his right to enforce his own 
ideas on the public. Film societies 
Say they desire better fare than the 
stuff shown to the public at the 
cinemas, 





With Molly Lamont and Margaret 
Graham, two South African screen 
actresses, in the limelight, there 
may be another added to the list. 
When Arthur Loew visited Johan- 
nesburg he met Bileen Corder, a 
Capetown girl, and considered she 
had screen possibilities. A screen 
test has been made and a copy 
mailed to Culver City to receive the 
verdict of those in high places. So 
far, the male South African aspir- 
ants to film fame are in oblivion. 


Van Stalles Take Over 
Volterra Brussels Spot 


Brussels, Feb. 22. 


The Van Stalle brothers, owners 
of the Vaudeville and Capucines 
theatres here, take over the Alham- 
bra, Brussels, on Feb. 28 from M. 
Leon Volterra, who has held the 
lease for 12 years. 

M. Bodart, M. Volterra's manager 
for nine years, will relinquish his 
post on the same date and the last 
performance of ‘Nina Rosa.’ 


German Theatre Head 


Berlin, March 6. 


The Berlin State theatres finally 
have their new intendant with the 
appointment of Dr. Franz Ulbrich. 
Hanns Johst, whose name had first 
been mentioned in this connection, 
has been appointed production head 
of the State theatres. 

Dr. Ulrich was active as intend- 
ant of the Weimar theatre, is also 
known as an author of plays. He 
started his career at the then Court 
theatre of the Grand Duchy of Old- 
enburg, in 1916 became manager and 
chief stage director at the Mein- 
ingen theatre. 


Lee Mcleish Dies 
Sydney, Feb. 1. 
Leslie Mcleish, theatre manager, 
died recently in Melbourne from 
war effects at the age of %. 
Late Mr. Mcleish was in the land- 





ing at Gallipoli, 
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Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 








Mons State Stage Out, 
Swamped by Pictures 


Brussels, Feb. 22. 

Mons communal council has de- 
cided to withdraw its annual sub- 
sidy from the only legit theatre the 
town possesses on the ground that 
it can no longer successfully com- 
pete with the four cinemas of the 
city. 

Contracts for the present season 
will be completed, after which the 
stock company, permanent staff and 
orchestra will be out of work. Coun- 
cil will continue to let the theatre 
to touring companies. 


Even Shaw’s Not Safe 
From Soviet Tinkering 


Moscow, Feb. 18. 

And now Moscow is ‘rejuvenat- 
ing’ C. B. Shaw. The word ts their 
own, The glandular operations are 
being performed, of course, not on 
the author but on his plays, which 
the Russians say they are bringing 
up-to-date. 

The earlier Shaw, they point out, 
was interested first of all in the 
psychological side of the _ social 
scene, whereas modern interest—and 
Shaw himself perhaps—is more 
economic and sociological. The idea 
is to reinterpret Shaw in the mod- 
ern Soviet spirit. 

The first rejuvenating operation 
was performed on Shaw's ‘The 
Devil’s Disciple’, by the up-and- 
coming Zavadsky theatre here. The 
theatre brought the political side of 
the old Shavian drama into relief 
and toned down its merely satirical 
wise-cracking _ side. Indeed, it 
wrote a lot of its own lines into the 
text, cut out entire scenes, grafted 
on a lot of political skin anl gen- 
erally did about everything surgical 
one can think of. The result is a 
play a good deal more like those 
written by young Soviet authors 
than anything resembling Shaw. 
The rejuvenating operation was 
successful, that is to say, but the 
patient died. 

Local critics for the most part did 
not approve the results. But the 
surgeons are undismayed, Other 
Shavian products i.re likely to get 
the works. 

Zavadsky, whose name is attached 
to the theatre, is a pupil of Stanis- 
lavsky and Vakhtangoff. In a 
rather unappetizing basement the- 
atre he is doing some of the most 
interesting work in Moscow, 


Italy Sees 191 Plays 
In 1932, None in Red 


Milan, Feb. 22. 
During 1932, a total of 191 new 
stage plays were presented in Italy, 
of which 113 were by Italian au- 
thors and 75 by foreign writers. The 
foreign works were superior to the 
home production, because they rep- 
resent successes in the native land. 
Whilst no big fortunes were made, 

there were no losses on ventures. 


LE TREMPLIN 


(Continued from page 44) 


put it before the footlights. Hand- 
kerchiefs were frequently brought 
into use by the audience during the 
second and third acts and the final 
curtain brought cheers. 

Max de Lassan, covered in glory 
during the war, leaves the army a 
captain, marries Frederique, a 
‘modern’ girl, and sets to work on 
keting of his discovery. His troubles 
are added to by the death of his 
three-year-old baby boy. Philippe 
Mourlant, a wealthy young man- 
about-town, comes on the scene and, 
while promising de Lassan all the 
financial ald he needs, he secretly 
sets to work to ruin him, flatters 
the giddy Frederique and finally 
elopes with her. Ill, desperate and 
brought to the point where he 
doubts his own ability, de Lassan 
is nursed by Helene, his wife's step- 
sister, and renews acquaintance 
with a comrade of the trenches who 
supplies the capital for the exploita- 
tion of the invention. Max de Las- 
san is now on life’s springboard and 
leaps to happiness in the company 
of Helene, whom he marries after 
securing a divorce from Frederique. 

M. Rene Darmor expressed per- 
fectly the varying moods required 
of de Lassan and was ably sup- 
ported by Mme. Duclos as the frivol- 
ous wife. Mme. Renee Claude as 
Helene and M. Dutet ag Philippe 
Mourlant and the rest of the cast 
got the dialog over in convicing 











Sydney, Feb. 17, 
The Fullers have now swung over 
to General Theatres (as related in 
‘Variety’) after announcing they 
would remain independent. 


Link-up means that the distribu. 
tors will have to reach some agree. 
ment with G. T. The distribs were 
hoping that the Fullers would re- 
main alone, but it can now be 
stated that G. T., hold the key po. 
sition. 

The agreement between G. T., and 
Fullers is for certain theatres in 
other States and does not allow G, 
T. an interest in any of Fullerg 
Sydney theatres. And, too, 
mainly to build up a greater chain 
for the release of British pictures, 
G.T. desires to build up a big cire 
cuit solely for the release of Brite 
ish pictures and so show the Amer- 
ican distribs that British produce 
tions can earn profits in this coun. 
try. From very close observation 
one is forced to admit that this sea- 
son will see a huge influx of British 
films here. 





Tariff Preference 


duty free, while foreign producers 
must pay heavy import duty be- 
sides a high tax on turn-over. On 


change forces the foreign distribu- 
tor to get a price. 

Only foreign holdout expected 
against G. T. is Warners. 

Executives of G. T. refused to di- 
vulge what terms they sought from 
the distrib, but it is certain that a 
percentage basis will finally be 
agreed upon for the bigger features 
played in the ace houses, and a 
much lower scale on a straight out 
buy for secondary theatres. What- 
ever the deal may be, a right to 
reject a limited number of pictures 
deemed unsuitble will be sought. 

Universal sought a release date 
for Tgloo’ recently and the picture 
was screened for the benefit of G.T., 
execs., who, at the conclusion of pre- 
view, voted ‘just a picture.” Here 
McIntyre, g.m. of Universal, then 
offered to gamble if G. T. would put 
picture in a Sydney theatre. 

Result: ‘Igloo’ has gotten two 
weeks and may stay three. With 
‘Back Street,’ McIntyre found G. T. 
cold on the picture, but he offered 
to pay the cost of a special public- 
ity campaign with the result that 
‘Back Street’ played three weeks to 
smash business at the ace house of 
the combine. 

It is expected that G. T. and the 
distributors will hold a final get- 
together conference this week and 
thresh out the _ rejection angle. 
Probably will end with the distribs 
agreeing to a 10 or 15% rejection 
clause, 





Sydney Trade Good 


Business is very bright with sev- 
eral decided picture hits. Atmos- 
phere is healthy around the main 
theatres. 

‘Trouble in Paradise’ (Par) looks 
a real winner. ‘Prosperity’ is 
holding up well for the Fullers. 
‘Tess of the Storm Country’ is 
booked in as a long-run, and 
should stay. Big following here 
for Gaynor-Farrell. ‘Maid of Moun- 
tains’ also in for a try following a 
smash record of ‘Looking on Bright 
Side.” Weekly-change business high 
around town. Legit quite safe. 

British pictures are fast gaining 
popularity in Australia and there is 
a decided swing in public favor. 
Leading exhibitors say that Aus- 
tralians have become tired of Amer- 
ican gangster stuff and are seeking 
lighter entertainment. English pic- 
tures, especially with musical nume- 
bers, finding ready public response. 





Marie St. Clair Dies 

Signor Antonio Folli, Italian 
journalist, died recently at the age 
of 47. He was manager during the 
recent tour of the Williamson-Tait 
Imperial Opera company. 

Marie St. Clair (Mrs. Marie 
Lloyd), aged Gilbert and Sullivan 
actress, died in Melbourne. She first 
appeared here in ‘Pinafore’ in 1879 
= the J. C. Williamson manage- 
ment. 





RUSSIA HAILS SOPRANO 
Moscow, Feb. 18. 

Packed halls and _ enthusiastic 
audiences were found by Emma 
tedell, American soprano, in her 
concert tour of the Soviet Union. 
Ths press and the critics gave her 
a big hand along the route. 

After a batch of concerts in Mos- 
cow, Miss Redell went on to Lenin- 
grad and other cities. Tour is like- 
ly to be extended. 

Miss Redell Hkes Russian audi- 
ences. She says she finds them 
more genuinely appreciative of 
music than anywhere else in the 
world. Even itn provincial towns 


she met audiences who understood 





manner and shared the applause of 
the Orst night house, 


music and responded to t warmly. 
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Paris Model 


Paris has always been touted for 
its dives and salons, its hideaways 
and attics where the literary and 
pear-literary could gather on its 
own platform and speak its own say. 
If it felt like it, it could shout down 
the publishers, tear authors limb 


from limb, guzzle liquor and in- 
epiration, and not go home until 
dawn. 

New York is copy-catting the 


Latin Quarter. Down in the Village 
there’s Joe Valdon’s rendezvous over 
an A & P store. Vallon has the 
place wall-papered with book jack- 
ets. Prominent speakers appear 
gratis twice or thrice a week on 
every sort of subject from books to 
love and the other way round, but 
these speakers must be brash and 
brave, for the audience has the 
privilege of asking impertinent 
questions and dissecting the speaker 
in an open forum that follows. At 
ten thirty, the literary feast comes 
to a close and coffee is served and 
the radio is on and dancing (minus 
a bouncer) goes on until 3 a. m. 
Plenty of open-work and exhibition, 
but, as Joe says, it’s only another 
form of self-expression. The place 
fills up with blue smoke and big and 
gmall talk. Girls meet boys on and 
off the level, as all are smart enough 
to know whether to walk or to ride 
home. 

Valion, a smart showman, takes 
enough in to pay the month’s rent 
on a single Saturday night, which is 
more than other amusement places 
ean boast of. : 


Newsman in Cabinet 


Harold Ickes, Progressive Republi- 
ean, who holds the post of Secretary 
of Interior in the new Cabinet, is a 
one-time Chicago newspaperman. 
Thirty-odd years ago he worked on 
the Chicago ‘Record.’ One of his 
fellow reporters at that time was 
Frederick William Wile, now on the 
staff of the Washington ‘Evening 
Star’ and political analyst for the 
Columbia Broadcasting System. 

Ickes (pronounced ‘Ickus’) has 
practiced law in recent years and 
has been interested in the conserva- 
tion movement. His appointment 
by President Roosevelt is supposed 
to have been due to the influence of 
Senator Hiram Johnson of Cali- 
fornia, whose unsuccessful cam- 
paign for the Presidential nomina- 
tion on the Republican ticket in 1920 
was managed by Ickes. 


Collections Are Off 


Agents are having difficulty these 
days in collecting from a number of 
the pulp paper magazines, which 
promise payment upon publication. 
Publication comes and the maga- 
zine goes, and both author and 
agent are left out in the cold as far 
as the do-re-mi is concerned. There 
ts no recourse as the magazines 
sprout out again under a new name, 
with new officers and new promises. 
One well-known agent who has been 
assisting certain of her clients 
financially is holding the bag for 
twenty grand, and tear-jerking dis- 
courages future sales, so she cannot 
squawk. Anyway, to whom? 





A. P. in Ether Burn 


Los Angeles Associated Press of- 
fice is incensed at the manner in 
which it is claimed the local radio 
etations are stealing copyrighted 
news for their daily broadcasts. 

So far the A. P. men have been 
unable to get direct evidence on the 
alleged theft, but intend to start 
litigation if any instances can be 
proved. 

News service is particularly peeved 
at one of the stations which claims 
it is supplied by a national feature 
service, although latter organiza- 
tion does not furnish spot news to 
the dailies. 


Getting It Straight 

That ‘Argosy’ matter is up again. 
Fact is that ‘Argosy’s’ is one of the 
few remaining mags that still pays 
on acceptance, rather than publica- 
tion. Checks are made out weekly 
for everything accepted up to Tues- 
day of that week. That’s for writers, 
however, who have previously sold 
Argosy’s’ or any other national mag. 
Checks for new people, unless sub- 
mitted through a recognized agent, 
are held up three weeks, just in case 
& plagiarism or some other claim 
pops up. 


On ‘Fore-Hitchin’’ 

The ‘Christopher Publishing 
House’ of Boston announces a new 
novel ‘Fore-Hitchin’ by Thurlow 
Weed Hoffmann. The custom of 
‘fore-hitchin’ is a prenuptial prac- 
tice, still adhered to by the folk liv- 
ing in the hills twenty miles east of 
Hudson. The bride-to-be goes to 
jive in the home of her fiance for a 
month before her marriage—on pro- 
bation. Yes, in this 1933, believe it 
or not! 








Mooching Moocher 


‘Gone Again’ Flannigan, who 
calls himself the ‘King of 
Bums,’ had a notice posted in 
the Writers’ Club in Hollywood 
requesting a professional scrib- 
bler to help him write a biog- 
raphy of his 30 years as a pan- 
handler. 

Only answer Flannigan re- 
ceived was from a writer who 
wanted to go into a panhand- 








ling partnership. 





Zbyszko Wins Libel Verdict 


New interpretation of libel was 
handed down last week by the Ap- 
pelate Division of the New York Su- 
preme Court in awarding Stanislaus 
Zbyszko $25,000 damages in his suit 
against the New York ‘American’ 
for $250,000. 

Article, appearing in the ‘Ameri- 
can’ magazine section about two 
years ago, was labelled ‘How science 
proves the theory of evolution,’ and 
showed a picture of the wrestler 
alongside that of a gorilla. Court 
affirmed Zbyszko’s claim that he had 
been put in a position of ridicule, 
although he was not mentioned in 
the article, and that the libel was of 
such serious character that it was 
not necessary for the injured person 
to prove actual tangible damages. 

I. M. Sackin, Hollywood attorney 
and Zbyszko’s picture agent, was 
the attorney of record, and Arthur 
Garfield Hays, with Clarence Dar- 
row in the Scopes trial, handled the 
New York end. 

Caption under wrestler’s picture 
read, ‘Zbyszko, the champion wrest- 
ler, fundamentally not different 
from the gorilla in physique.’ 


Prints in Dayton 

Two former N. Y. ‘Times’ feature 
writers, both of them veterans of 
the World War, are getting out 
‘News- Week,’ new ten-cent weekly. 
edited in New York and printed in 
Dayton, O. They are T. J. C. 
Martyn, an Englishman, who left 
the Ochs publication last fall to 
raise money for the magazine ven- 
ture, and S. T. Williamson, who had 
served on the ‘Times’ since World 
War days. Martyn, publisher of 
‘News-Week,’ joined the ‘Times’ in 
1926. Part of the financial backing 
for ‘News-Week’ is said to come 
from the Cheney family (of silk 
fame), of which Martyn’s wife is a 
member. 

Williamson, editor of ‘News-Week,’ 
for some time had contributed to 
and edited the special features sec- 
tion of the Sunday ‘Times,’ doing a 
column of ‘Personalities in the 
News.’ He once worked on the 
Washington staff of the ‘Times.’ 





Herold Conducting 

Don Herold is conducting the 
‘Saturday Evening Post’ book col- 
umn experiment. His argument is 
that outside investments go hay- 
wire, but a book, taken internally, 
is there to stay. Only high spot 
books are going to be advertised, 
with free display material offered to 
book stores for windows and count- 
ers. Space has been scheduled from 
April 8 to May 6 with ‘The Bulpin- 
ton of Blup,’ by H. G. Wells; ‘The 
Kennel Murder Case,’ by S. S. Van 
Dine; ‘Mutiny on the Bounty,’ by 
Charles Nordhoff and James Nor- 
man Hall; ‘Forgive Us Our Tres- 
passes,’ by Lloyd C. Douglas’ as the 
forerunners. 


Here’s a Chance 

Bond Club getting ready to issue 
its annual ‘Bawl Street Journal,’ 
burlesque of the ‘Wall Street Jour- 
nal,’ and is offering $1.000 in prizes 
for contributions to the number, 
open to all. 

The annual will appear in May, 
and scribblers jnterested can apply 
for instruction as to the type of ma- 
terial wanted. 


Atkinson to Travel 

J. Brooks Atkinson, the New 
York ‘Times’ drama critic, is leav- 
ing for a trip around the world, to 
be away about four months. Lewis 
Nichols will be first stringer in his 
absence. 

Nichols, a staff man, was recently 
appointed d. e. succeeding John 
Byram, who resigned to act as play 
scout for Paramount. 


Missed a Step 
‘Babies, Just Babies,’ Macfadden 
sheet edited by Mrs. F. 


velt will merge its March issue into | 


accordng to 
Ascribed to 
the fac t 


the April publication 
circulars sent dealers. 
printing difficulties plus 


that Mrs. Roosevelt was moving her | 


address for the next four years or 
so. 

‘College Humor’ also passed a re- 
cent issue without Mrs. Roosevelt 
for an excuse. 


‘U. S. Daily’ has stopped publica- | 
ition until times are better. 


Lifeless Translation 


Perusal of the English edition of 
‘Yoshe Kalb’ (retitled ‘The Sinner’) 
leads to the realization that Maurice 
Schwartz is a greater showman 
| than generally credited. Novel was 
| written originally by IL J. Singer 
|}and published in daily instalments 
'in the Yiddish ‘Forward.’ Then 
| Schwartz made a stage play of it 
for the use of himself and his Yid- 
| dish Art theatre, play is one of the 
higgest hits of the current sea- 
son in the legitimate theatre and 
without doubt the biggest to 
emerge on the Yiddish stage at any 
time. Now Liveright rushes out this 
| English translation of the original 
novel. 
how swell the play is. 

Maurice Samuel translated the 
noved. He’s written some fairly 
good things on his own in the past, 
but either doesn’t or can't grasp the 
spirit of this book. There have 
been practically no really inspired 
translators from the Yiddish in the 
past, but Samuel doesn’t even come 
into the top rank with this book. 
It’s a dull, colorless literal trans- 
lation that loses all the fire and 
idiomatic beauty of the original. 
If, that is, there was any and 
Schwartz didn’t instill all of it 
that is seen in the play. 

Story and background are too au- 
thentic and original to be complete- 
ly snowed under by Samuel's clum- 
siness, but it emerges as one of 
those books that requires digging 
into, and tenacious digging, before 
interest is aroused. Whereas the 
play is a completely absorbing prop- 
osition from the first minute. 


That Other Ann 


Taking advantage of the publicity 
anent the similarity of Sinclair 
Lewis’ ‘Ann Vickers’ to H. G. Wells’ 
old novel, ‘Ann Veronica,’ Peter 
Smith has grabbed the reprint rights 
to the Wells book to cash in while 
‘Ann Vickers’ is still hot. 

‘Ann Veronica’ was 
brought out here in 1209, with 
Harper the publisher. One of the 
least known of the Wells books it 
was all but forgotten until ‘Ann 
Vickers’ made its appearance. When 
similarity in content and title were 


originally 


pointed out, calls came in for the ; 


Wells story, but because the book 
was out of print only the libraries 
could oblige. Now Peter Smith is 
remedying that deficiency. 





Authors May Eat 


To supplement the work of the 
Authors’ League Relief Fund, num- 
ber of scribblers and others of the 
arts have formed the Artists’ and 
Writers’ Dinner Club. Purpose of 
the organization is to serve free 
meals to indigent members of both 
professions, 

Hotel Marlton, in the Village, has 
donated space for club headquar- 
ters, out of which the organization 
will work. David George Plotkin 
is the head, and John Sloan the 
treasurer. Others associated in the 
relief activity are Fannie Hurst, 
Carl Van Vechten, Hartley Grattan, 
Roger Baldwin, Malcolm Cowley 
and Harry Elmer Barnes. 

Organization is now casting about 
for various means by which to pro- 
vide those much needed free din- 
ners, 


Romance of Insurance 


As a respite from dry text books 
on insurance, the Underwriters 
Publishing Company its getting out 
a book of fiction called ‘Insurance 
Thrillers” Contains a number of 
fictional accounts of insurance 
frauds, based on actual incidents, 
each written by a different author. 

Edition of ‘Insurance Thrillers’ 
will be a small one, as it’s the be- 
lief of the publishing house that the 
book will appeal mostly to those in 
the insurance business. 





Pint Size Charley 

Deal whereby Boni was to pub- 
lish Jack Pearl’s ‘Vas You Dere, 
Sharley?’ is off, and is now on the 
stands through another publisher. 
No reason for the severance of re- 
lations, with the Bonis quite un- 
happy about it. 


Russ Culture 


A course of sixteen lectures and 
discussions on ‘Culture and Capi- 





D. Roose- | 


talism’ is being given by the League 
'of Professional Groups at 232 Sev- 
lenth avenue. On Mar. 7 there will 
be a talk on the pictures, with em- 
laid on Potemkin’s work. 
Lester Cohen and Nor- 


| phasis 
Speakers: 
|} man Warren. 


| —_——-— -- - 

Meehan Resigns 

| Leo Meehan has resigned as edi- 
tor of the Hollywood ‘Herald.’ 

| Wid Gunning now Officially takes 

charge of all the Martin Quiziey 

' publication activity on the coast. 





And the novel shows only | 








‘British Agent’ ($2.75) . 





Best Sellers 


Best Sellers for the week ending March 4, as reported by the 
American News Co., Inc. 


Fiction 
‘Ann Vickers’ ($2.50) ....e.« Svececcccoeces eee .By Sinclair Lewis 
Tmitation Of Life’ ($23.50) cecccceccccecsecesevecece: By Fannie Hurst 
‘Hardy Perennial’ ($2.50) cccccceconccvesecsecsecsesss By Helen Hull 
Wemeeia” Can.ee) cies anensar ecvceceesee- BY Donald Henderson Clarke 
‘Eyes of Love’ ($2.00) .....c-ceee eoevccecens By Warwick Deeping 
‘Provincial Lady in London’ ($2.50) ..............By E. M. Delafield 
Non-Fiction 
‘Contract Bridge Blue Book of 1933’ ($2.00) ...... By Ely Culbertson 


‘100,000,000 Guinea Pigs’ ($2.00) By Arthur Kallet and F. J. Schlink 


‘United States in World Affairs in 1932’ ($3.00) By Walter Lippman 


Bruce Lockhart 








‘Life Begins at Forty’ ($1.50) ......eeee..+..-By Walter B. Pitkin 
Wease ef the Lec 466 BO) 4 ices kad ied ccsesteesn By Gilbert Seldes 
Music and Books ‘Panorama’ 


Witmark, the music publisher, has 
gone into the general book field. 
First book to bear the Witmark im- 
print is ‘The American Scene,’ a 
resume of the year’s events, by Ed- 
win C. Hill, formerly a reporter on 
the New York ‘Sun,’ and now a ra- 
dio news broadcaster. Witmark is 
publishing only, the sales end being 
handled by Baker & Taylor, the na- 
tional book distributors. 

No definite plans for Witmark’'s 
book activities. ‘The American 


| Scene’ came to it offhandedly, Clar- 


ence Parrish and Richard Kountz, 
of Witmark’s, liked it, and they de- 
cided to publish it, along with their 
musie books. 

‘The American Scene’ may be 
their only general book, or there 
may be more; it hasn’t been decided 
as yet. Witmark won’t look for 
more book material, but if any 
comes their way they will consider 
it. Can be any type, including fic- 
tion, and Parrish and Kountz will 
be the ones to decide whether Wit- 
mark goes any further with general 
books. 


Bruncheons 


One of the really bohemian affairs 
in the village—and they are as 
scarce there as anywhere else, is 
the Bruncheons given by Lew Ney 
on Sunday mornings, the word be- 
ing a combination of breakfast and 
luncheon since a breakfast menu is 
served, but not until noon. 

Bruncheon is free, but there is a 
cover charge in a dime ‘more or less’ 
for a copy of a leaflet distributed 
by the host. The food is paid for 
by contributions of the affluent. The 
first were paid for by readers of the 
N. Y. ‘Times’ who saw Ney’s letter 
in that paper. The others have been 
earried along by those who enjoyed 
the affairs and can spare the few 
dollars each event costs. 

Bruncheon is followed by literary 
chat. 


Mrs. Rinehart Not Partner 

Farrar & Rinehart didn’t emerge, 
as reported, as a result of Mrs. 
Rinehart getting the yen to publish 
her own things. It was formed by 
the writer’s son and John Farrar. 
When her contract with Doubleday, 
Doran expired, however, she went 
over to the house as a gesture to 
kin. She has no personal interest 
in the firm as such. Also mentioned 
that Edgar Rice Burrough has be- 
gun publishing his own things. He’s 
been his own publishers for many 
years. 

Getting the Slant 

The fourth and final volume in 
history of the ‘Herries’ family has 
just been finished by Hugh Wal- 
pole and the author has gone off 
to Jamaica for a holiday, but it’s 
not a holiday from writing. 

In Jamaica he is planning to com- 
plete a novel on modern London. 
Perspective is a priceless thing. 





A Racket Itself 

Advertisements are appearing in 
several of the cheaper pulp mags 
and Broadway scandal sheets on a 
book explaining ‘rackets within the 
law.’ Book is published in Mil- 
waukee and for one dollar promises 
to explain in detail the various nu- 
merous legal rackets whereby hun- 
dreds can be made overnight. With 
the injunction ‘Why don’t you op- 
erate a racket of your own?’ 


Klemm on Herbert 
Gustav Klemm, the American 
composer who wrote the music for 
seth Brown's ‘With Love Alone,’ 
which won the ‘Musical Observer’ 
contest, contributes a Victor Her- 
bert article in the March ‘American 
Mercury.’ 
L. A. Sheet Sales Drop 
Street sales of newspapers have 
dropped 3312% in recent months in 
Los Angeles. Corner at Sixth, and 
Hill, which unloaded 18 
bundles, or a 


formerly 


$00 papers day, is 


‘lucky now if six bundles are peddled. 





' 


Something new in tabloids is the 
projected ‘Panorama’ which is due 
to make its bow presently from the 
Roxbury (Mass.) headquarters of 
Dr. Isaac Goldberg, though it will 
be a national monthly in scope and 
brand new in idea. 

Dr. Goldberg, .lecturer on His- 
pano-American literature at Hare 
vard, is to be the guiding head, and 
he has been revolving this scheme 
in his head for a long time. Articles 
will be brief and to the point and 
there is an open market for really 
good contributions of the desired 
sort. No hobby riding, it is de- 
clared, and to imitate no other pub- 
lication. 

Will be chiefly subscription 
proposition with a limited news 
stand sale, if any, since dealer re- 
turns eat so largely into the profits. 
Date of first issue not yet decided 
upon. 


a 


Teco Close to Home 
Efforts to stage ‘Front Page’ for 
charity with an all-journalistic cast 
got nowhere in Chicago, the locale 


of the Hecht-McArthur comedy- 
melodrama. Newspapermen in To- 


earried through 
Toledo isn’t 


ledo had actually 
the stunt. However, 
Chicago. 

Charles Freeman, of the Institute 
Players, conceived ‘The Front Page’ 
revival idea for the Loop, but found 
that some of the characters in the 
play were still working newspaper- 
men around Chicago, which come- 
plicated things socially and politi- 
eally. Proposition died in conver- 
tion. 


Book Pickers 

The Book-of-the-Month Club se- 
lection for the current month is 
‘South Moon Under.’ Rather strange 
title and a rather strange novel by 
Marjorie Kinnan HKawlins. 

Literary Guild has taken for its 
first choice the first novel of a bud- 
ding author. Albert Halper is his 
name and ‘Union Square’ is the 
name of the book. It’s the story of 
the joys and sorrows of a handful 
of characters living in that colorful 
vicinity. 


‘Experimental Cinema’ Resumes 

After a year’s suspension, ‘Experi- 
mental Cinema’ will resume with its 
fifth issue in March. Arty film 
journal is published in Hollywood. 


Chatter 


Sherwood Anderson is with us 
again. ‘Death in the Woods’ is a 
collection of short stories. Ander- 
son is still editing his sheet in a 
small town down south. 

‘Viva Villa,’ the story of Pancho 
Villa has been finally incorporated 
ina biography by Edgcum Pinchon. 

Earl Derr Biggers is issuing a 
Charlie Chan omnibus book contain- 
ing five complete mysteries, or 1,615 


pages of lurid crime. For adults 
only. 
Coming Mar, 8, Kathleen Norris’ 


‘Walls of Gold.’ 
ing, of course. 
Grosset & Dunlap are advertising 
a rodeo of western fiction with such 
authors as EF. B. Mann, Roy Norton, 
George B. Rodney and Lawrence A, 
Keating behind the lassoes, 

‘Strawberry Roan’ by A. G. Street, 
of which Harcourt Brace are the 
publishers, was insp!red by a bottle 
of milk. 

Bernard Sobel has placed = his 
novel, ‘Indiscreet Girl,’ with Ferrar 
& Rinehart. 

Reason for Wallace Smith’s va- 
cash from Hollywood is the novel, 
‘The Captain Hates the Ship.’ 

Heywood Broun has weakened 
and has written another book. Si- 
mon & Schuster have it. 

Faith Baldwin will call 
novel ‘Jigsaw.’ 

Lorraine Stevens, who is Albert 
Payson Terhune’s daughter, has had 
her first story published. 

Maybe because of 
times, but William Almon 
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How It Affected Key B. O.’s 





(Continued from page 1) 


value of money, and translating that 
value only into its immediate pur- 


chasing power. Frozen funds, and 
past credit ratings, of course, ac- 
counted for whatever borrowing 


power or face value the amusement 
seeker had; but those with any sort 
ofa b.r., or with good credit rating, 
took the entire situation as a lark. 

It was reflected similarly by the 
bonifaces in the restaurants, caba- 
rets and speaks, if not actually at 
the box office. In lieu of checks for 
food and drinks, many insisted 
mereiy on a tab or IOU, rather than 
accept the checks. 

The theatres came to attention as 
one of the most certain spots for 
liquid cash. They were besieged for 
the cashing of checks or breaking 
up large bills. When the 50's and 
$100 notes came out of the old sock 
it created a shortage of small cur- 
rency and a 10 or 20-spot was a 
white elephant in some cigar stores, 
etc., which couldn’t break the bills 
and had to compromise on the honor 
system. 

Liberal Credit All Over 

New York’s department stores, as 
all over the country, broadsided 
their communities with display ad- 
vertisements heralding the value of 
charge accounts of their. stores. 
These, along with similar privileges 
at the chain and neighborhood food 
stores, were taken advantage of. 

Naturally the pop-priced show 
commodities fared better than the 
expensive amusements save in the 
class spots. Legits eased off, but 
requests for refunds were stalled in 
several instances, particularly all 
through Saturday, that the liquid 
cash had been utilized to pay off 
cast and house staff salaries and the 
rest was tied up. This was true in 
the main. Legits this week an- 
nounced they would accept checks 
for admissions. . 

Banking holidays crippled the na- 

tion’s box offices all over the coun- 
try. But unlike other industries, 
ready cash, to tide over the bank 
vacations, was more readily created, 
because of the b. o. angle of a cash- 
across-the-counter business. 
' In most of the country’s theatres 
everything is strictly on a cash 
basis, but in many widely separated 
cities and towns everything from 
farm produce to checks and I. O. U.’s 
are being accepted. 

In college towns identification 
ecards of university students gained 
credit for admittance to theatres, 
while houses all over the country 
are taking I. O. U.’s. In each case 
patrons are placed on the honor 
system to some extent. 

Old Roxy, New York and Fox, 
Brooklyn, operated by Harry Arthur 
as well as the New England Poli 
chain on Arthur's orders Saturday 
(4) started taking checks to cover 
admission. Checks had to be drawn 
for exact admission, no cash change 
given. 

In Los Angeles, the Paramount, 
now under operation of Fanchon & 
Marco, accepted I. O. U.’s and Fri- 
day (3) on count-up had $45 in such 
promissory notes for the day. 

In New York all theatres were on 
a cash basis excepting the old Roxy. 
Radio City houses and the Para- 
mount, regardless of what cash on 
hand existed in box offices, were re- 
fusing to honor checks of theatre 
employes or home office people as a 
convenience. The Paramount even 
refused to honor a petty cash youch. 
er drawn against house by a Publix- 
ite. 

A few houses as personal favors 
were cashing checks for friends 
which were not too large but not 
many of these taken care of, either 
by chains or indie operators. 

Mainly in Michigan and Mary- 
land, in the smaller communities, 
the barter-and-trade idea was 
spreading in every direction, includ- 
ing theatres. In order to keep things 
moving, picture houses were accept- 
ing produce, groceries or most any- 
thing, including assignment of some- 
thing or other in lieu of cash to pay 
into box offices. 

New York theatres in some cases 
were conducting business over the 
weekend by check, Theatres with 
accounts payable were placed in the 
spot of having to give out. checks or 
stall disbursement. Distributors for 
the most part were planning to col- 
lect rental in cash out of receipts or 
in Postal money orders rather than 
take checks. 

Fear of Robberies 

Moratorium will add another fac- 
tor to difficulties for the theatres. 
That will be in the danger of rob- 
beries through inability of box office 
treasurers to make the usual daily 
deposits. 

Fear in this direction mounted 
over this weekend with virtually the 





entire nation affected and cash-on- 
hand in theatres and elsewhere pil- 
ing up. Extra precautions are ex- 
pected to be taken for protection of 
receipts by theatres as well as all 
other business enterprises. 


The New York banking holiday 
came almost without warning, with 
decision reached by Gov, Lehman at 
4:20 a. m. Saturday (4), following 
an all night parley in his New York 
apartment. Several execs of big 
film companies were reported stay- 
ing up all night to get in line at 
their banks early the next morning, 
only to have lost the sleep in addi- 
tion to a chance to draw out some 
spot cash. 

With a few pay rolls tied up in 
New York, Publix h. o. not paying 
off Saturday (4) and Columbia able 
to dig up only enough cash to meet 
25% of pay for some and 50% for 
others, show people were left worry- 
ing where they’d eat Sunday dinner. 
In Michigan and Maryland banks 
have been permitting withdrawals 
to cover pay rolls. 

Fox's pay off only in part at h. o. 
Friday (3) created little more finan- 
cial embarrassment among its per- 
sonnel than was felt by most show- 
folk who had deposited their pay 
check by Friday afternoon (3), un- 
mindful that a moratorium was 
coming on no notice at all. 


Tabs and ![OU’s 


Phones were busy all day long as 
friends tried to put the bee on oth- 
ers for cash touches until the banks 
reopened. Telegraph companies 
were snowed under handling wired 
money orders. Those with credit in 
hotels were taking advantage of 
that. Credit was also immediately 
extended in other directions where 
sufficient cash was on hand, but in 
view of the suddenness of the New 
York moratorium, businesses and 
individuals were caught’ short- 
handed, Tabs were very much in 
order. 

Speak. proprietors with large 
bills, after plenty sweating Satur- 
day (4), finally got theatre chain 
friends to change them into smaller 
denominations so they could do 
business. ‘Small’ money was pre- 
ferred and a $20 bill became a white- 
elephant in some spots. 


Never in history were so many 
Sunday dinner engagements asked 
for or extended. Relatives also 
came out of hiding and made up. 


Some show people were among 
those who went to make up the 
$220,000,000 reported withdrawn 
from New York banks just before 
the week-end. The wife of one of 
the ranking execs in show biz drew 
out a lot of money Friday (3) and 
was bawled out plenty for it. On 
Saturday (4) the wife held out for a 
new car and the right to make 
decisions now and then on impor- 
tant matters. 

Night life in New York over the 
week-end, especially speaks, took 
checks and I. O. U. tabs to cover 
bills for food and liquor. 

Some of the theatres, making 
night deposits so that very little 
cash is ever on hand, may get a 
break through recovery of bills and 
silver tomorrow morning (Tuesday) 
at banks when they reopen. The- 
atres in making night deposits usu- 
ally go in the following morning to 
put through deposits, filling out 
slips, etc. That money was not de- 
posited. 

Speaks and Eateries 

More big show people and work- 
ing regulars ate in Broadway bean- 
eries than on any Saturday noon 
in the memory of the stem. There 
was plenty of dough, but it was as 
frozen as real estate. Even speak 
proprietors refused to honor a check 
for an old tab. 

Friday night most of them went 
to bed certain New York banks 
wouldn’t close. But when Saturday 
came and there was no one to honor 
the usual drafts and the man with 
the biggest pay check found himself 
in the toughest spot. 

There were odd stories about ex- 
ecutives drawing from $10,000 to 
$25,000 yearly, having to wire home 
for a few cash dollars; another had 
to spend the week-end with a total 
of 60c. 

Oddest of all is being personally 
recounted by one exec who started 
stocking his cellar with canned 
goods just in case, 

Pay Scaled to Income 

Scarcely had the New York bank 
moratorium been declared and fol- 
lowed by the National Bank holi- 
day, than the film companies be- 
gan taking pains to meet conditions 
in accordance with curtailed in- 
come... 

Salaries were put on a percent- 
age basis of income by the com- 


letters were sent to ail branches 
and exchanges requesting the lat- 
ter to convert cash into postal 
money orders for transmission to 
New York. 

The emergency required this as 
film company income is a revolving 
one and must be kept liquid to 
assure continued production at the 
studio, not to mention the needs of 
distribution and general theatre ex- 
hibition. 

National Symposium 

A national analysis of box offices 
is reflected in the following reports 
from the major keys up until ‘Va- 
rlety’ press time last night. 





Syracuse O. K.’s Checks 
Syracuse, March 6. 

Eckel and Empire, operated by 
Skouras subsidiary, Central New 
York Theatres Corp., met bank holi- 
day problem by acceptance at box 
offices of checks drawn on local 
banks. Survey skowed business 
over week-end either up or normal 
in Syracuse playhouses. The change 
question was the most serious one, 
many exhibitors solving it by visit- 
ing local churches yesterday to take 
advantage of bills for plate collec- 
tions. Only one house, Ritz, was 
affected by film companies. No 
check order for pictures, burlesque 
house dropped its preliminary film 
program. 





And the Loop Likewise 
Chicago, March 6, 

Banking holiday made the Loop 
look like a Nevada ghost town Sat- 
urday and Sunday nights. Among 
the legits the Irish Players were a 
sellout Saturday, mostly on advance 
sales. Otherwise downtown was 
dead and houses half empty. Palace 
usually early capacity Sunday night 
was very light. Chicago and other 
B&K houses likewise. 





L. A. 25-40% Off 
Los Angeles, March 6. 

Saturday business in the down- 
town area with the exception of 
the Paramount was off anywhere 
from 25 to 40%, while neighbor- 
hoods dropped 10-20% that day. 
Sunday downtown houses with ex- 
ception of the Paramount were hit 
worse, close to a 50% drop. In the 
case of the State it fell more than 
that, while neighborhoods dropped 
20-40%. 

Amount of checks offered for ad- 
mission at theatres was surpris- 
ingly low as it was necessary for 
givers to identify selves. Down- 
town houses got bigger portion of 
the checks whole neighborhoods 
hardly had more than 3% their take 
in paper. 

Check-up of business since the 
moratorium on the coast divulges 
that Fox theatres have been from 
10-20% off in gross, taking in the 
125 theatres now in operation. 





Was F-WC Embarrassed! 
San Francisco, March 6. 

State bank holiday left citizens, 
theatres and business houses short 
of cash and all currency tied up. 

Over the week-end theatre biz fell 
off about a third. All naborhood 
houses and the sole legit, Alcazar, 
accepted checks. Fox-West Coast 
took ’em, too, if signers could iden- 
tify themselves. 

Sudden closing created an em- 
barrassing situation around F-WC. 
Just before chain went into receiv- 
ership every cent, including petty 
cash, was made up into a cashier's 
check and sent into New York. Be- 
fore check could clear, banks were 
closed; New York was holding the 
check and couldn't cash it and these 
houses had no dough. Change sit- 
uation over week-end was particu- 
larly acute. 





New Haven’s Scrip and 1.0.U.'s 
New Haven, March 6. 
Bank holiday showed practically 
no effect to date as houses are ac- 
cepting checks and I1.0.U.s. Under 
extension it should do more damage 
to theatres, however. Week-end at- 
tendance averaged as usual, 





Even Confederate Money 
Cincinnati, March 6. 
Show biz here has been lighter 
hit than trade in general by the 5% 


payoff ruling effected by Ohio 
banks. Moratorium thus far, plus 
Lent, which is always tough on 


amusements in Cincy, has sliced 
box office receipts about 25%. Some 
of this town’s noted thrifty citizens 
are producing long currency of 
yesteryear. An Albee cashier re- 
ports that two would-be ticket pur- 
chasers offered Confederate money. 





B’ham’s Scrip and 2-for-1's 
Birmingiam, March 6. 
Birmingham scrip is being ac- 
cepted in various forms by prac- 
tically every house in town. Em- 





pire, day after state banks closed, 


panies, while on Monday wires and | offered to accept LO.U.’s for amount 








of tickets. Quite a few have been 
accepted and, according to Frank 
Merritt, floaters have been miss- 
ing. Prominent people around town 
have used the I.0.U.'s. 


Ritz immediately upon closing of 
banks rushed a tie-up with the 
‘Post’ for an ‘anti-moratorium cou- 
pon’ good for two admissions for 
price of one. 

Large corporations paid salaries 
Saturday with part cash and part 
grocery coupons on two large chain 
stores. Ritz is accepting a few of 
these and starting Monday five Wil- 
by houses will accept grocery tick- 
ets for admission. The amount 
taken in will be limited as idea is to 
take in only enough to pay salaries. 
Houses outside of Birmingham in 
Alabama, Tennessee and Mississippi 
were conforming to the usual meth- 
ods of doing business Sunday. Scrip 
hewever may be adopted in the 
Wilby houses during the week. 
Birmingham is being used as a test 
town to see if the idea will work 
profitably. 





Indpis Off 20% 
Indianapolis, March 6. 

With only a 5% restriction on 
bank money, all spots were favor- 
ably filled over the week-end. Ex- 
tended moratorium is expected to 
affect biz plenty, however; at least 
20%. 

In face of the moratorium, the 
Ohio, now dark, will open March 
11, running foreign pics. 

Two nabes letting ‘em in for 
vegetables, preferably canned goods, 
since 5% restriction on money. 





Milwaukee’s Charge It 


Milwaukee, March 6. 

Most theatres reported business 
off slightly Friday and Saturday, 
first two days of moratorium, but 
Sunday excellent, due undoubtedly 
to announcement that banks would 
open Wednesday under clearing 
house certificate scrip plan. Big 
bills were being offered at box 
offices, most likely from hoarders’ 
safety deposit boxes. Davidson, 
legit, with ‘Cat and the Fiddle’ is 
accepting checks or giving patrons 
eredit on presentation of their de- 
partment store charge cards.All that 
is necessary then is signature of 
ticket buyer, 


Milwaukee generally took the 14- 
day bahk holiday decreed by Lieut., 
Gov. Thomas O'Malley with good 
grace, as did the rest of the state. 
Although the original date for the 
cessation of the moratorium was 
set at March 17, it is expected the 
banks will be open sooner. 

Bank holiday came at a bad time 
for local theatres as several houses 
were Offering first stage shows in 
many weeks. 





Lincoln, Neb., Optimistic 
Lincoln, March &, 

Moratorium Saturday (4) had no 
effect on the b. o, that day. Some 
in fact had a 25% better take than 
previous day. Shut Sundays here. 

Safety deposit boxes open Mon- 
day (6) should also help. Show- 
men intend to test reaction on 
Monday opening and allow checks 
for tickets bought in groups of two 
or three where price approximates 
$1. Slight scale reduction to make 
bargain attractive. 

Film exchange ruling no release 
except for cash may hold up some 
shows but leniency is expected. 
Theatre cashiers hitting traction 
and telephone companies for change 
turned down. ' 

State playing ‘Private Jones’ an- 
nounced offering three adult ad- 
missions for $1.05 per bushel spuds. 
House is after 50 bushels, To be 
peeled by soldier out front as pub. 
stunt on K. P. angle. Spuds later 
given to charity. 





Mrewark Expects Greak 
Newark, March 6. 
Little loss of business go far. 
Three vaudeville houses normal to 
dark, Newark still jammed but 
worse is expected. No barter here. 





Boom Times in Denver 
Denver, March 6. 

Banks’ closings morning was no 
surprise. Many had looked for such 
action and seemed prepared. No of- 
fers made by theatres te accept 
anything but money, checks or 
1.0.U.s for tickets but less than 15 
requests for check service. It’s not 
affecting grosses to any great ex- 
tent. 





Capital So Far O. K. 
Washington, March 6. 
The influx of inaugural visitors 
wrecks any accurate estimate of tly” 


bank moratorium’s effects. Com- 
mercia] National bank closed the 
day before payday. Result is people 


are scared and all carrying dough ' 





in pockets. This 


isn't sto 
shows going, Pping 





Buffalo Cheery Enough 
Buffalo, March é. 

Bank holiday is affecting takings 
only slightly so far. The Lafayette 
for example is holding strong and 
bettering its previous week with 
around $7,000 contrasted to lagt 
week's g00d $6,500. 





Hub Panicked, Reassured 
Boston, March 6. 

Announcement of bank holiday hit 
show biz hard. Decision swatted box 
offices generally, though there are 
three exceptions. First news came 
Saturday morning, told in smashing 
headlines, overriding even inaugural 
and local big news, including cyan. 
ide murder, Public felt panicky. 

Immediate effect was on shoppers 
for Sunday dinner and other neces. 
sities. Payroll money lacking for 
Saturday. Fortunately, various large 
concerns have staggered paydays, 
which was beneficial. But for gener. 
al toilers, Saturday ghost walks 
raised ghost of depleted purses, 

Matinees hit, evening biz too, 
Shortage coin felt almost every- 
where, Hotels and restaurants good- 
naturedly accepted checks for exact 
amount involved, or wrote it on cuff. 
Big bills were flashed in places, but 
change was lacking. Penny margins 
on purchases in market district and 
many other stores were ignored, 
Several major theatres had, as is the 
custom, laid in supply of coin Fri- 
day. But most suffered. And had to 
scrape by the best they could. 

Downtown jammed with autos 
Saturday evening. But patronage 
was generally off in the theatres, 
Exceptions were the Scollay, with 
biz 25% above normal for day, due 
to outstanding show; and the legits 
‘Queens Husband,’ Plymouth, and 
‘Another Language,’ Shubert. Sell- 
outs. But they would have been that 
anyway, because of excellent draw 
and limited booking, both ending 
that night. 

First relief came Sunday night. 
Governor Ely, at Washington, broad- 
cast supper message, heard by stay- 
at-homers for day, His talk was 
confidence, calculated to allay alarm, 
Massachusetts banks to be reopened 
soon, etc, payrolls to be taken care 
of, but with limited withdrawals on 
all other accounts. 

Ely message evidently effective, 
showmen say, for later folk began 
coming downtown with fairly good 
Sunday night attendance resulting. 





K. C. Is Ditto 
Kansas City, March 6. 
Scrip issue by clearing house 
would relieve cash shortage if banks 
limited withdrawals on deposits. 
Public is taking the situation calmly, 
Some distributors are notifying 
exhibs in this territory that only 
cash will be accepted. 
City management is starting 10,- 
000 men to work today (6) and will 
pay in cash. This’ll help all around. 





1. O. U. Printed Form 
Houston, March 6. 

Theatres are accepting I. O. U.'s 
in lieu of money during the mor- 
atorium. Scrip, in denominations of 
five and ten cents, was sold by Will 
Horwitz for his three second run 
houses, and checks for admission 
are accepted from anyone whose 
name appears in the city directory. 

Andy Talbot, manager of the Ma- 
jestic Theatre, had I. O. U. blanks 
printed fer the use of patrons at 
this house, and personal checks also 
are accepted. Personal checks are 
being accepted at: the former Pub- 
lix houses, Metropolitan, Kirby and 
Queen. Business about as usual. 


Checks and Free Shows 
Minneapois, March 6. 

Two loop theatres and a number 
of independent neighborhood houses 
met the banking holiday situation 
here by accepting checks for the 
amount of admissions. The Minne- 
apolis Symphony Orchestra gave its 
Sunday ‘pop’ concert free of charge. 
Announcement that admssion to the 
concert would be gratis was made 
over the radio Sunday morning and 
the 5,000-seat hall was packed to 
capacity with many turned away. 
Management of the orchestra stated 
that the action was taken in view 
of the fact ‘that many patrons find 
themselves short of cash.’ The reg- 
ular scale igs $1.10 top. 

Sunday and Monday newspaper 
ads for the Lyceum, Shubert and 
the Shriners’ indoor circus at the 
Auditorium carried announcements 
that, during the banking crisis, per- 
sonal checks would be accepted for 
the amount of tickets purchased. 
Hundreds took advantage of the 
offer over the week-end. The Ly- 
ceum ig housing a roadshow en- 
gagement of ‘Cavalcade’ while the 
Shubert is the home of the Bain- 
bridge dramatic stock company. 
Despite this method of combating 

(Conti.iued on page 50) 























a 


. 








-2 


ngs 
‘tte 
ind 
ith 


hit 


re 


or 


r- 


7 ~~ Ome @ites 








> 














= 








Wi keeans h March 7, 1933 





MUSIC 


_— =. JG 


EL epee 


VARIETY 

















Inside Stuff—Music 





Phil Spitalny and the NBC program department jammed over the use 
by the bandman of the drum rhythm in Ravel’s ‘Bolero’ as the back- 
ground for ‘Dardenella.’ Network held that the Ravel composition could 
not be blended with another number and that its copyright owner de- 
manded that it be played intact or not at all. 

Spitalny’s argument was that a rhythm could not be copyrighted and 
that the ‘Bolero’ drum obbligato was common property as is a foxtrot 
or waltz rhythm. Order to revise the arrangement came two days be- 
fore the broadcast. Agency on the commercial, J. Walter Thompson, 
elected to take no chances on running into a copyright tangle and sug- 
gested that Spitalny yield to the network’s viewpoint and eliminate the 
‘Bolero’ rhythm from his ‘Dardenella’ arrangement. 

Last week both the Radio City Music Hall and the Paramount had 
‘Bolero’ presentation numbers. Previously the old Roxy and other Broad- 
Way presentation houses staged the Maurice Ravel composition which 
is becoming the ‘Poet and Peasant’ of presentations, 





Banking moratorium had little effect on the sheet orders taken in over 
the week-end by the Music Dealers Service, Inc., and the indie jobbers 
around New York. Orders tabbed for C, O. D.’ing and carrying a Sat- 
urday postmark, as far as the MDS was concerned, were over their usual 
Monday quota. 

Although it will continue to extend the usual credit to dealers coming 
under this category, the MDS has no intention of letting up on the 
c. O. D. group. Attitude here is based on the theory that if the latter 
are doing enough business to order replacements they must have taken 
in the cash necessary to pay for their orders. The jobbers are inclined 
to a more lenient policy all around. 

With few exceptions publishing houses that customarily make Satur- 
day payoff day were without coin to take care of any part of the per- 
sonnel. 





In commenting on the new rule put into effect by the New York mu- 
sicians’ local, preventing a band leader from rehearsing his unit during 
the interim preceding the actual broadcast of the program without pay- 
ing the minimum rehearsal fee of $6, the board expressed the following 
opinion: 

That if commercials were able to pay $5,000 salaries to comics, and 
$750 fees to continuity writers, there was no reason why band leaders 
should try to save these same advertisers a few dollars on rehearsal 
costs if they were so anxious to have a perfect musical broadcast. 





Navy Department’s withdrawal of its band as an air attraction had 
the effect desired by the American Federation of Musicians, responsible 
for the government’s action. Both NBC and Columbia replaced the fea- 
ture with studio orchestras. 

NBC had the service outfit on a six times a week schedule, while CBS 
gave it a twice weekly broadcast. 

Navy department is expected to follow up its radio edict with a ban 
against Naval bands doing any concert touring or making other unoffi- 


cial public appearances. 





Because of the sharp drop taken by the Australian pound since the 
Anzac country went} off the gold standard, American music publishers 
are collecting half of the guarantee coin from their Australian agents. 
That is, those publishers on this side who base their deals on the Aus- 
tralian dollar. 

In making his quarterly payment to one of the pop music firms here, 
J. Albert, Sydney publisher and owner of a music store chain, wrote that 
it costs him practically $2,000 in Australian currency to send $1,000 in 


U. S. money. 





When Raymond Langley, of the British Columbia Phono company, 
gailed home recently after a month’s stay here—his firstAmerican visit 
in 28 years—he took back a flock of master recordings made by Duke 
Ellington, Mills Bros., Cab Calloway, Casa Loma orch and Don Redman. 
These disks will be pressed and sold only abroad, 

The same artists when recording in America do sofor Brunswick 
chiefly, also some for Victor which are vended on the Decca and H. M. 


V. labels, respectively, abroad. 





Looks like the members of the New Hampshire Legisature are going 
to add music to their law-making. They were surprisa to discover a 
notice in the House journal requesting all who can playinstruments to 
join in perfecting a musical organization. 





Metro is spotting a song, or snatches of a musical sain, in several 
non-musical films such as for Joan Crawford as well asthe forthcoming 
Jack Pearl and Ed Wynn flickers which M-G will mae this summer. 





Melrose Bros. Music co. of Chicago holds the copyrighion ‘Easy Rider,’ 
the song used by Mae West in her ‘She Done Him Wrag’ picture. 
Publisher claims its property right in the number hé 36 years to go. 





TOO TRED 


Eddie South Strgs in Hollywood 
Hills, and Lees Cafe Job 


Hollwood, March 6. 

Bandleader wh lost himself in 
them thar Hollywod hills for over 
eight hours, alsolost his job and 
those of his six iusicians. 

Eddie South, athe Club Bally- 
hoo, hired a hoe for a Sunday 
canter into the fchills but couldn’t 
find his way be« to the stables 
until 10:30.p. m He was due at 
the cafe at 9, bi felt so tired that 
he went home ted without noti- 
fying the managment. 

Band was cacelled and South 
brought before ‘¢ musicians’ local 


Mayer-MDS Request for 
Early Trial Is Denied 


Max Mayer’s $1,250,000 anti-trust 
suit against Music Dealers Service, 
Inc., and its member publishers, will 
have to wait in line for trial. Owner 
of the Richmond-Mayer music job- 
bing house was so advised last Fri- 
day (3) by Federal Judge Knox 
when he asked the court for a pre- 
ferred date of hearing. Joining 
Mayer in the request were the 16 
defendant publishers. 

Judge Knox informed the litigants 
that the calendar was too crowded, 
but that they could come back in 


ODD! 


Union Couldn’t See an Organist Job 
So Quickly 








Union heads of Local 802, of the 
musicians’ union deemed it odd that 
Dick Weaver, organist, should con- 


he enrolled with the wnion, so they 
wouldn't let him accept the job. 
Figured he planted the job before 
enrolling. 

Weaver was slated as organist 
for the RKO 86th St., New York. 
Formerly, Weaver worked around 
New Haven. Now trying’ to 
straighten out the differences. 








CBS Asking 5% of 
Bands, Forgetting 
The Wire Charges 


New arrangement under which 
CBS is peddling its broadcast pick- 
up facilities to the dine and dance 


spots calls for payment of 5% com- 
mission by the band to the network’s 
band booking bureau. If the niterie 
can afford to pay the remote con- 
trol wire charges the network will 
take that also, but if it can’t the 
chain is willing to accept the com- 
mission and forget the wire charge. 
The 5% applies to units booked by 
agents outside the network’s band 
department. So far the chain has 
had a number of takers, the bands 
and their indie bookers being will- 
ing to cut in the network in order 
to obtain a hookup ranging from 30 
to 50 stations. 








No Coin—No Duke, 
European Trip Off 


Duke Ellington’s European tour is 
off following failure of London and 
Paris theatres to come through with 
agreed upon advance money. Houses 
involved admitted they couldn’t 
raise the Ellington $5,500 weekly 
salary under the present rate of ex- 
change. Ellington steps into the 
Cotton Club here this Thursday (9), 
replacing Cab Calloway, who goes 
on tour. 

Irving Mills (Mills-Rockwell) has 
retained Martin North to handle El- 
lington’s radio commercial affairs. 
North was previously with the Mc- 
Junkin advertising agency in Chi- 
cago. 





JOBBERS’ BREAK 


Only 3 of 10 Top Tunes Distributing 
Thru MDS 








Fastern sector jobbers for the 
past two weeks have staged a 
strong business comeback. It’s due 
to a majority of the best sheet sell- 
ers on the list of the first 10 coming 
from publishing houses not dis- 
tributing through the Music Dealers 
Service. 

Of the top 10 tunes only three 

are published by members of the 
MDS.—‘Moon’ Song’, ‘Night and 
Day’ and ‘My Darling’. Latter two 
carry the Harms imprint and the 
first is from the Famous Music 
catalog. 
Next best four after the top 10, 
according to eastern syndicate 
counter calls, are ‘Green Hat’, ‘Play, 
Fiddle, Play’, ‘Rockabye Moon’ and 
‘You Must Believe Me’. 


L. A. Don’ts 


Hollywood, March 6. 

New rulings by musicians’ Local 
47 prohibits members from playing 
with Joe Black and Roy Painter 
whose affiliations have been can- 
celled. 

Engagements through Jean Meik- 
eljohn, or Meikeljohn Bros., agents, 
are also ruled out because they are 
alleged to have defaulted on pay- 
ments to members, 

No musicians are permitted to fill 
engagements with the Mexican 
opera at the Mason, or at the Hip- 
podrome, Burbank, Follies or Ma- 

















in the Atlanta Civic 


May and he would see what he on charges o non-appearance. 
could do. Leader producei@ letter from the 
Day before Mayer appealed to the | riding academysubstantiating his 
court for an early trial he retained | statement and @8 exonerated, but 
David A. Podell as trial counsel and | the replacing ormestra remains. 
closed a deal with Maurice Rich- a dame * nactipiting 
mond, the MDS general manager, 5 
whereby he (Mayer) became the ex- Callowy in Fla. 
clusive owner of Richmond-Mayer ; : 
Music Co. Cab Callowa plays a string of 
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and DeSylva, 
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jestic theatres without permission 
from headquarters. 


EL GARRON RESUMING 
tamon and Rosita are due to re- 
open the redecorated El Garron, 
New York, this week, with them- 
selves as dancers, Georges Metaxa, 








nect for a job only two days after | 





Oh, Yeah? 





Practically on the eve of the 
bank holiday Miller Music, Inc., 
accepted from Mike Cleary and 
Moe Sigler, authors of ‘Here It 
Is Monday and I've Still Got a 
Dollar,’ their latest on the 
topical coin theme. It’s called 
‘I'm Puttin’ Money in the Bank 
Again.’ 

Interested in the Miller pub- 
lishing firm to the extent of 
around $100,000 grand is Wil- 
liam H. Woodin, the new Sec- 
retary of the Treasury. 














NO FREE FXPLOITING BY 
BANDS IS COAST RULE 


Los Angeles, March 6. 
Jimmy Biddick’s orchestra was 
ordered off KHJ by the musicians’ 
union because he was not receiving 


pay for his air dates, but doing it 
just to advertise his band. 

Combo was playing two half- 
hours weekly and had succeeded in 
grabbing seven dates through these 
air appearances. 


30c GINGER ALE 


Edgewater Beach Policy for Walk 
This Summer 














Chicago, March 6. 

Despite the World’s Fair that will 
then be in progress, the Edgewater 
Beach hotel will open its beach walk 
cafe this summer on the most eco- 
nomical basis of any previous sea- 
son. Admission price of ¢1 after 9 
p.m. is all that need be spent. There 
will be soda fountains. 

Edgewater Beach has always op- 
erated its beach walk on the prin- 
ciple that waiters should be visible 
only when summoned. In other 
words, no pressure is put upon the 
customer. 

This summer ginger ale will be 30 
cents a bottle, possibly a new low 
price for a hotel of the Edgewater’s 
grade. 





Nautical Delay 


San Francisco, March 6. 

Oscar Baum is in Loew’s Warfield 
(Fox) indef as conductor, succeed- 
ing Walt Roesner. Latter is hang- 
ing around here for a while in an at- 
tempt to dispose of his yacht before 
he heads New Yorkward. 

Unless Roesner picks up a baton 
in the east he will grab a boat for 
Europe and a rest. 








$50 RUSH 


Waterloo, Ia., March 6, 

Carl S. Miller, Chicago, member 
of a dance orchestra, was in a 
hurry to get from Marshalltown to 
this point to play a dance. Offi- 
cers interrupted the band at the 
engagement to pick up Miller who 
posted a $50 bond on a larceny 
charge. 

According to the authorities Mil- 
ler took a tire and rim from a 
salesman’s car at Marshalltown to 
make the hurried trip in his own 
car. And on top of the $50, Miller 
has to look for another tire, au- 
thorities from Marshalltown taking 
the salesman’s rubber back to him. 





ARNHEIM IN W-W PIC 
Hollywood, March 6. 
Gus Arnheim and his band have 
been engaged by Radio Pictures for 
the current untitled Wheeler and 
Woolsey musical, ‘In the Red.’ 
Music for the film was written 
by Harry Akst and Edward Eliseu. 





L. A. CAFE’S AIR COMBO 


Los Angeles, March 6. 
tay Canfield’s Islanders, Hawai- 
ian orchestra at KHJ, go into the 
Cafe de Paree afternoons. 
First time any of the local cafes 
have tumbled for a straight air 
combo. 





Klapholz Arranging 
Hollywood, March 6. 


Ernest Klapholz is back here and' 








tenor, and Pancho’s orchestra. 


The moratorium, however, may | 


|; working at Metro. 


Dancers in the Sticks Getting Wise 
To Pickup Bands for Name Leaders 





Dance fans are becoming wise to 
a practice now common in the one- 
nighter field of name leaders re- 
sorting to pickup units for these 
dates, The reaction to this cheating 
bodes no good for the touring busi- 
ness and is already in a 


number of important localities. 
Band booking organizations ad- 
mit that the pickup thing is spread- 
ing but alibi it with an explana- 
tion that there isn’t enough con- 
secutive business on the road to 
make it economically possible for 
a traveling band to exist. Never- 
theless the sending cut of shows 
with inferior casts is what killed 
the road for legit. 
With guarantees, and actual play- 
ing of the date after they arrive, 
uncertain few bandmen of name 
standing, say the bookers, are will- 
ing to venture out with their own 
units. In most instances, they aver, 
the promoter or dance hall opera- 
tor stipulates that all he wants is 
the known maestro because he'll 
furnish a local musical unit. The 
angle involved here 1s that the op- 
erator advertises this aggregation 
as the leader’s own orchestra. But 
some of the dance promoters and 
nite club operators are chary about 
this procedure. Rather than take a 
chance on having the customers 
recognize local members in the 
tossed-together band, they import 
musicians from some nearby town. 
Several leaders who have slipped 
from the higher name levels, but 
still mean something in the sticks, 
are now entirely dependent upon 
these out-of-town pickup arrange- 
ments. All they get from these 
stands is usually a salary for them- 
selves and railroad fare, the man- 
agement assuming the rest of the 
payroll. 


NON-UNION TOOTING 


One Member Expelled, Other Says 
Was Just Practicing 





evident 











Los Angeles, March 6. 

One member of Local 7 (Musi- 
cians) has been fined and expelled 
and another faces charges, both for 
playing with non-union orchestras. 
Ralph Greenfield, admitting he 
worked at Solomon’s dance hall with 
non-union musicians, at $18 for the 
week, asked for leniency but was 
fined $100 and expelled. Roland 
Bastian admitted he worked for a 
friend in a non-union band at the 
Egyptian ballroom, Ocean Park, but 
said he only did it for practice. The 
local has continued the Bastian 
case. 





WHITEMAN LOSES POINT 


Albany, March 6. 

Paul Whiteman was denied a mo- 
tion dismissing a complaint brought 
against him by Frank E. Graves, 
local orchestra leader, by Supreme 
Court Justice Schenck, Graves sued 
Whiteman several years ago for 
using the term “King of Jazz,” al- 
leging that it encroaches on his 
own use of that title. 

Graves claims that he has played 
under that name in New England 
since 1915, 





BEHIM WITH CAESAR 


Arthur Behim, for years prof 
manager of Harms, and latterly an 
indie music pub before going into 
radio, is back in the music biz as 
general manager of Irving Caesar, 
Inc. This songwriter-pub firm has 
a third partner in Phil Adler, at- 
torney. 

Behim’s last indie pub venture 
was bankrolled by Richmond-May- 
er, the jobbing house, 
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Bank of United States brings an 
action in White Plains to probate 
the will of the late Florenz Ziegfeld, 


which had not been entered. J. 
Arthur Leve, named as executor and 
also personal attorney for Billie 
Burke, explained he had held up 
probate action at her request. Bank 
now becomes executor. Claims 


against the estate already filed in 
White Plains include $900 presented 
by a furniture concern and $1,337 
by the Pullman Co. for private cars. 





Mrs. Pat Campbell lunches with 
John D. Rockefeller, sr., in Fla. and 
raves about his poise. 





Ethel! Barrymore obtains an order 
from the Surrogate permitting her 
to divert $2,700 from a $59,000 be- 
quest from his grandfather to John 
Drew Colt for his education. Says 
she has not the funds herself. 





Max Gordon gets Clare Kummer’s 
‘Only With You,’ but will hold it 
for fall production. 





Group Theatre may tour ‘Success|Heiman and Warren P. 


Story’ this spring. 
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News From the Dailies 
This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as published during the week in the 


daily papers of New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 














11856, 1906 and 1933. Latter is by an, 
author not named. Clyde Fitch did 
\*The Truth,’ which represents the 
middle section. No one cares who 
wrote ‘The Drunkard, or the Fallen 
Saved.’ 

‘Three Cornered Moon’ set for the 
Cort for March 16. 

Lillian Gahagan, Helen's sister, 
added to ‘Trip to Pressburg.’ 





Jos. Schildkraut headed for Hol- 
lywood Sunday to fill a picture con- 
tract. 








Producers and dramatists consid- 
ering changes in fees 


Marcus 
Munsell 
represent the producers, with Elmer 
Rice, R. E. Sherwood and Edward 


fice. Brock Pemberton, 


Ominous noise on the roof of the'Childs Carpenter at bat for the 


Barrymore theatre Wed. night sent 
most of the audience to the street. 
Discovered someone had been toss- 
ing empty bottles out of an adjoin- 
ing window, so play resumed, 





Ethel Barrymore goes back to the 
road Mar. 15, opening is Springfield, 
Mass. ‘Encore’ renamed ‘An Amaz- 
ing Career.’ 





Tommy Guinan, Tex’s. brother, 
held in $500 bail for hearing next 
Tues. (14). Charge is possessing 
liquor, growing out of a raid on the 
Park Av. club. 





Katharine Cornell charging 50c 
for autographs. Money goes to the 
Actors’ Fund. 





Roxy headed for Texas Wed. (1) 
to recuperate. Back about Apr. 1. 





Gene Solow quits Chester Erskin 
office to go with Erown & Hender- 
son. 





Bishop Manning again honorary 
Actors’ 


pres. of Episcopal guild, 
Geo. Arlin, pres.; Rev. Chas. 8S. 
Mook, Otis Skinner and Grant 
Mitchell, v. p.’s. 





When Louise Groody couldn’t be 
found for service in a suit brought 
by a clennor, a Harrison (N. Y.) 
judge ordered the process tacked to 
the tront door of her home, Bill is 
$78.15. 





Geo. Williams, Harry Busch and 
Frank Bishop dismissed as co-de- 
fendants with Sam Kaplan in 
coercion trial. Held that charges 
were not proven. That leaves 18. 
Trial halted Wed. (1) by illness of 
Kaplan, 'but resumed, 





Norman Reilley Raine back to 
Hollywood after premiere of ‘Hang- 
man’s Whip.’ 





Phil Dunning back from Fla. va- 


cation, Herman Shumlin, too. 





Strauss to stage ‘Hilda 
for Harold Stone and Boris 


Marcel 
Cassidy’ 
Kaplan, 





Frederic Manthrop, English actor, 
given a year and a day for at- 
tempted extortion. Pleaded guilty 
to having sent a death threat letter 
to the wife of a N. Y. merchant. 
Will be deported at end of sentence. 





Will of late James J. Corbett read, 
but not offered for probate. Left 
all to Mrs. Corbett, who is named 
executrix. About $100,000. 





Police after nite clubs on com- 
Plaint that minimum charge and no 
couvert is a cyp, though most night 
clubbers know the rules. Nicky 
Blair, of Paradise cabaret and Jas. 
Lally of the Nut Club in the toils. 





Janet Reade back from the coast. 
Tells reporters that Walter Batche- 
lor is welcome to as many divorces 
as he wants, but he can’t have the 
dog. 





Workmen invaded the Ziegfeld 
theatre last week and are remaking 
the house for the Loew circuit. 





Philip Miller, of Annapolis, who 
owns a picture theatre and is a 
member of the legislature, an- 


nounced that all patrons would be 
welcome at his theatre during the 
banking holiday. No. I O. U.s or 
bookkeeping, but: all on their honor 
to pay later. 





National Open Air Grand Opera 
Co. formed to give performances of 
‘Aida’ in 24 cities this summer, 
starting with N. Y. in June, at the 
Polo Grounds. Alfredo Salmaggi 
promoting. 





Albertina Rasch out of the hos- 
pital and readying a recital for 
April along with her stage work. 





Theatre to 


American Repertory 
dated 


gtage a cycle of three plays 


_ ae we 
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dramatists, 





Referee in bankruptcy for the 
Theatres Realty Corp., of Easton, 
Pa., makes final report. No assets 
for the creditors. 





Juillard musical foundation slips 
$50,000 to the Met. opera, which 
helps some. Conditional on Met. 
giving more chance to American 
singers. Met worried when the re- 
port slowed up other contributions. 





‘Cinderella’s Brothers,’ which has 
been on the way all season, to be 
brought into the Mansfield March 
15 by John Paffrath, Inc. 





R. H. Burnside will stage man- 
age the benefit at the Met. March 26. 





Central theatre back to burley 
shows, bring:ng the strippers to 
B'way to start it all over again, 





Mme. Jeritza presents the Mu- 
seum of the City of New York with 
an 18-inch statuette of herself in 
‘La Tosca.’ Will later add some of 
her stage costumes. 





RKO considering restoring the 
nudes Roxy tossed out of Radio 
City. Figured on the interest ex- 
cited in the banning. 





Edward Anthony, who claims to 
have written ‘Bring ’Em_ Back 
Alive’ in collaboration with Frank 
Buck, suing for 2% of the film prof- 
its. Brooklyn court, 





Francine Larrimore decides to 
become a director. Maybe a pro- 
ducer, too. 





Jess Kigis, N. Y. newsreel pho- 
tographer, hurt while filming the 
inaugural, Leaned over the side of 
the ship to parachute exposed nega- 
tive. His hand struck by the pro- 
peller and several fingers crushed, 





Jack Dempsey nicked for $378 by 
a Brooklyn contractor. Judgment 
for work fixing up Dempsey’s N. Y. 
offices. 





Joe Cook opera won't be called 
‘Gay Nineties,’ but ‘Hunky Dory.’ 





‘East River Romance’ may come 
in after all. Howard Inches dropped 
it, but another producer has it. 





‘Champagne Supper’ will be 
brought to the Biltmore March 20 
by Peggy Fears. 





George M. Cohan figuring a road 
tour for ‘Pigeons and People’ when 
N. Y. gets tired. 





Gilbert Miller goes west to make 
a picture and lands Helen Hayes, 
Edna Best and Herbert Marshall for 
stage plays next season. 





Chester Erskin and Milton Shu- 





bert from Haymarket, Ltd., to pro- 
duce plays. 
Polly Thompson, actress, killed 


herself by gas poisoning in her 
apartment in N.Y. Sunday after- 
noon, 





Coast 





Income tax liens against Gloria 
Swanson and Lew Cody, charge the 
actress with owing $49,423 on her 


income tax of 1931 and the actor 
with $559 for 1930. 





Complaint issued in L.A. Muni- 
cipal court, against Marie Prevost, 
charges the actress with failing to 
pay the Seashore Patrol, Ltd. a 
$165 judgment. 

F. R. Tripler Co. filed complaint 
in the same court against Grant 
Withers, charging actor failed to 
pay $268 for merchandise. 





Tiffany Thayer, writer, booked at 
the L.A. County jail on suspicion 





SIU RSE ROE ASO 





of driving while intoxicated foliow- 
| ing an automobile collision. 





Mary Miles Minter filed suit for 
$170,000 in L. A. Superior court 
against the Mortgage Guarantee Co, 
and the Security-First National 
Bank, alleging her home was sold by 
the defendents to satisfy a $75,000 
note, of which enly $1,125 was due. 
She asks that the sale be declared 
void. 





Attempt of Dr. Jesse Citron to be 
reinstated by the Calif. State Board 
of Medical Examiners, after having 
his license revoked for prescribing 
narcotics to the late Alma Rubens, 


and the ex-! Was unsuccessful. 
|}penses charged to the arbiter’s of- 





Bessie Starr, actress, booked at 
the L. A, City jail on suspicion of 
driving while intoxicated, following 
a collision with a police car. 





Richard Dix fined $10 by the U. S. 
Customs officers at the San Diego, 
Calif., airport when two bottles of 
champagne were found in his suit- 
case. Actor was returning by air 
from Agua Caliente. 





Statutory charges against Sidney 
Blackmer were dismissed in the 
L. A. Municipal court when Judge 
Benjamin Scheinman stated that if 
the testimony of Bernice Bach, who 
had accused the actor, ‘were to be 
believed by this court, it would open 
the door to the use of courts for 
purposes which smack of blackmail.’ 





Mae Clarke and Phillip Holmes 
were seriously injured when the au- 
tomobile in which they were riding 
collided with a parked car near the 
actress’s West Los Angeles home. 





Inability of Charles Chaplin and 
Lita Grey Chaplin to agree on the 
terms of the $100,000 trust fund 
which the actor made for his two 
sons has caused his former wife to 
file suit in the L. A. Superior court 
to have the terms of the fund re- 
arranged, 





Frank Lawrence filed coypright 
infringement suit against Albert 
Lewis, writer, and Universal in 
L. A. Federal court, alleging that 
Universal’s ‘Private Jones’ was 
written by his son, deceased, in col- 
laboration with Richard Schayer, 
author, who later sold his half in- 
terest to Lewis, the latter then dis- 
posing of the entire rights to studio. 





Milan Roder, European composer, 
awarded $3,500 judgment in his suit 
in L. A. Superior court against the 
estate of Andreas Dippel for serv- 
ices rendered in composing musical 
scores, for which he was to receive 
$10 per hour. 





Samuel Goldberg, burley producer, 
ordered in L. A. Superior court to 
pay $5,000 damages to Victoria Vin- 
ton because he displayed a semi- 
nude portrait of the dancer in the 
lobby of a main street theatre, 





Arthur Shirley awarded a $10,000 
judgment in L. A. Superior court 
against Hillman Auto Loans, Ltd., 
because of the loss of valuable films 
which were in the producer’s auto- 
mobile when it was taken from his 
garage by the loan company. 





Dick Ferris, producer-actor, in 
St. Vincent’s hospital, Los Angeles; 
physical breakdown. 





Ann Corday awarded $1,500 dam- 
ages in L. A. Superior court against 
Arthur lL. Gross, which closed the 
$50,000 suite the actress had filed 
against Gross and Joseph Tanner 
for injuries received in an auto col- 
lision in which the defendants fig- 
ured, 





Midwest 


Byron Putman of Wheaton, II- 
linois, got a divorce on the grounds 
of cruelty. He said his wife 
spanked him with a slipper to make 
him stop practicing on his cornet. 








Three bandits removed jewels 
and furs to the reported value of 
$35,000 from Texas Guinan appear- 
ing in a Chicago nite club. She 
offered the boys $1,000 cash to for- 
get the furs but they wouldn’t. 





Jeremiah Flynn, 35, owner of the 
Picardy Club, at present closed, 
was kidnapped in Chicago. tan- 
som of $10,000 was demanded. 





Fire destroyed 21 thoroughbreds 
on the farm of Otto Lehman near 
Chicago. It’s the same family as 
the Lehman estate that owns the 
Majestic theatre there. 





Loew's State, St. Louis, had $65 





in the till when a Ione bandit 
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Sunday motion pictures were a 
reality in Evanston, Illinois, but the 
diehards among the Sabbathians 
were still holding mass meeting and 
denouncing. Business was good. 


Box Offices Bumped 


(Continued from page 48) 
the emergency, however, business 
was off at both houses. 

Among the loop theatres, the ace 
houses, State and Orpheum, were 
the most seriously affected by the 
banks’ closing. Due to lack of out- 
standing boxoffice attractions and 
tough outside opposition, the the- 
atres were off to a poor start any- 
way. The adverse financial devel- 
opments undoubtedly aggravated 
affairs. It was estimated that the 
banking crisis caused a drop of from 
25 to 50% in Saturday and Sunday 
business at the two theatres. 

None of the theatres accepted 
personal checks. Strangely enough, 
the lower priced theatres felt the 
development only to a slight degree. 
The Century, with a 40 cent top, 
for example, ran only about $15 be- 
hind the previous Saturday and 








Sunday. Attractions at the house 
last week and currently were re- 
garded as of equal boxoffice 
strength. 





Columbus Not Bad 
Columbus, March 6. 
Weekend biz fairly good for prac- 
tically all. Neighborhood houses 
are ready to fold rather than ac- 
cept swaps. Cash only being taken. 





Portland Off 
Portland, Ore., March 6. 
Business dropping steadily but 
full effect of moratorium not yet 
apparent. 





Withdrawals Helped Biz 
Pittsburgh, March 6. 

When banks here defied state 
moratorium Saturday and remained 
open for business as usual, reckless 
withdrawals helped business rather 
than hurt. With closings, however, 
theatres look for definite drop. No 
action planned yet, with circuits 
waiting to see what happens and 
continuing to accept only cash. 
When clearing house scrip issued, 
theatres will take this when issued. 
People generally jovial, figuring 
we're all in the same boat, 

Md. $75,000 Loss 
Baltimore, March 6, 

Theatre business in ,state hurt 
last week $25,000, this week esti- 
mated close to $75,000 under normal, 
attributable solely to bank holiday. 
All show business admittedly in red 
for this week. No downtown houses 
accepting anything but regular cur- 
rency for admittance, but neighbor- 





hood theatres taking checks or mere 
chandise. 

In small towns barter system in 
full swing, also straight I.0.U.’s, 
where check system is out. Some 
small theatres taken down admis- 
sion signs and replaced with signs 
reading, ‘Pay what you can during 
bank holiday.’ All exchanges have 
sent notice to exhibitors no checks 
to be accepted for films. 

Local theatres paying off acts and 
help in cash out of receipts and 
most of them have been paying 
daily to avoid large amount of cash 
lying around. 





Prov. Provident 
Providence, March 6. 
Business over week-end unusual- 
ly bright, despite moratorium; 75% 
of pay rolls met Saturday with cash 
on hand. 





Louisville 50% Off 
Louisville, March 6. 

Lowest week in history for box 
offices here. Theatres will do well 
to get 50% average figure. No 
barter arrangement as yet. Satur- 
day and Sunday felt holiday most. 
Wednesday and Thursday, first two 
days of the local moratorium, busi- 
ness only slightly off. 


Seattie’s 15-20% Drop 
Seattle, March 6. 
Lower price theatres hit 15% by 
moratorium; higher 20%. Auto 
show, closing tonight, hurt 35%, but 
successful 26,000 admissions gross- 
ing $9,000 is 40% under last year. 


Detroit 75% Normal 
Detroit, March 6. 

Local theatres partially recovered 
for moratorium biz okay at all first 
run houses over week-end, running 
about 75% normal at Michigan, 
Downtown and Fox. 

Scrip not being used with this 
week the critical one. No merchan- 
dise exchange yet. 


SETTLES BURN SUIT 


Suit. brought by Vera Casswell of 
‘Honeymoon Lane’ and other shows, 
against a New York drugstore for 
$25,000 for sale of a skin lotion 
which seriously burned and scarred 
her face, has been settled out of 
court, 

Miss Casswell sued the Talla- 
mans drug store, which was alleged 
to have suggested a skin prepara- 
tion when she came in to fill a pre- 
scription for something else. 


LAW ON FEMME PANTS 


Minneapolis, March 6. 

Wearing of trousers by women in 
public a la Hollywood, is barred by 
ordinance here, the police depart- 
ment has been advised by the city 
attorney’s office. 

Penalty is a fine not exceeding 
$100 or a workhouse sentence not 
exceeding 80 days. The police are 
prepared to enforce the ordinance, 

















Musician a Suicide 
Indianapolis, March 6. 

M. 8S. Drummond, age twentye- 
four, for the past two years a mu- 
sician with the Charlie Davis band, 
ended his life Friday (3) by inhal- 
ing gas in his apartment. 

He is survived by his widow and 
one daughter. 
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‘SECRET OF MADAME BLANCHE’ 
= Stage, Ken Murray; Wm. Hall, 

esconi Bros., Charies ‘Slim’ Tim- 
bin, Add., Flying Hutchinson's, Oths. 
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Cross Country Nuptials 
Albany, March 6. 

Rex Koury of Cranford, N. J., 
RKO Palace, has resigned and left 
for San Diego, Calif., where he is 
to marry Louise Hansen. Miss Han- 
sen operates a music and dance 
school at San Diego. 


She is a dancer, playing in ‘Par- 
amount on Parade,’ the ‘Vagabond 
King’ and others. Koury expects 
to locate either in s Angeles or 
Hollywood. 
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BETTER SHOW ct RKO! 
IRKO PALACE 3:3; 


at 47th 
NEW POLICY 
Feature Pictures Exclusively! 


fH JOAN BLONDELL 
“BROADWAY BAD” 


with RICARDO CORTEZ 


RKO 86 th ST. vex’ ave 
Wed. to Fri., March 8 to 10 
TWO FEATURES 
“NO OTHER WOMAN” 
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Fleet at ‘Frisco, 
Gobs Indulge in 
A Spending Orgy 


San Francisco, March 6. 
Combined Atlantic and Pacific 
fieets, which have been playing war 


on the Pacific for the past three 
weeks, dropped their anchors in the 
Golden Gate last week, disgorging 
35,000 sailors with a month’s pay in 
their pockets. Estimated total spent 
by the gobs in their week stay was 
around $1,000,000. 

Everybody got their share from 
the sidewalk pitchmen and ladies of 
the evening to the class hotels and 
night spots where the officers did 
their playing. 

In the downtown section, the fa- 
miliar sailor uniforms permitted the 
boys to get away with murder, 
though there were few complaints 
registered. 

Gobs spent most of their money 
in the theatres, all of which did a 
banner week. Stores came next, 
with the sailors on a buying spree. 
Bootleggers got their share as did 
the hotels where the personnel of 
the fleet got into regular beds minus 
the sea roll. 


FRIARS’ GIGGLE PARTY 
TO GREET BEN BERNIE 


The Saturday Nite Boys at the 
Friars are going into action again 
and will throw a giggle party March 
25 with Ben Bernie the guest of 
honor. The ‘old maestro himself’ is 
returning from an extended stay in 
Chicago to play dates around New 
York. Jack Benny will be m.c. 

Members of the Friars were given 
the privilege of cashing checks in 
amounts up to $25 and $30, indi- 
cating an improvement in the club’s 
finances since it was recently re- 
organized. Understood that other 
clubs were also cashing checks for 
members, same going for speak- 
easies, some of which had stacked 
up coin in anticipation of the bank 
closings. 


Hollywood Fites Corn 


Hollywood, March 6. 

Local merchants have protested 
the granting of a permit to F. H. 
Babcock for the operation of a corn 
game in Hollywood blvd. Hearing 
has been set before the police com- 
mission tomorrow (Tues.). 

Merchants claim the game is 
gambling, and as such should not be 
permitted in Hollywood. Babcock 
in turn insists it is a game of skill, 
and as such is eligible for operation. 

Corn and tango games have been 
banned at L. A.’s beaches for the 
past two years. However, they have 
run wide open, with cash prices of- 
fered, at the beaches not under L. A. 
police jurisdiction. 

















If They Win, They Lose 


Mexico City, March 6. 
Federal government has figured 
out a new tax on horse racing. An 
American owner arranged to ship 
his steed back to the U. S. A. and 
was presented with a bill for $6 by 
the fed agents at Agua Caliente. 
Owner was advised that new levy 
is 6% of all purses won by the gee- 
gees on the Lower California turf 
merry-go-round, and he was told 
that if he didn’t settle the account 
his pony would be confiscated. Rev- 
enue agents explained that horse 
had copped $100 in a sprint; there- 
fore six bucks. 
First time such a tax has been 
levied on racing in this country. 





Detroit Coffee Dan’s 


Detroit, March 6. 

Ira W. Wolfe, formerly owner and 
operator of Coffee Dan's in Los An- 
geles, has become managing direc- 
tor for a similarly named spot here. 
Aims to introduce the _ seif-enter- 
tainment idea which made the L. A. 
and Frisco resorts popular. Own- 
ers are Mrs. Florence Schemel and 
Kenneth Morgan. 

Passports being issued which 
carry a rebate check for 20c on any 
one meal, Passport idea comes from 
ish atmosphere is like a trip to a 
foreign country. 
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No Dice 


Boston, Mareh 6. 
Local dance hall, biz dwin- 
dling to nil, advertised $5 pills 
to be awarded to lucky patrons 
on a certain night. 
Not a couple showed up. 


Inmate of the Roxy 
Spills His All to a 
Sympathetic World 


By Jack Otiinen 


TWENTY THOUSAND YEARS 
IN THE ROXY. (WITH APOL- 
OGIES TO LAWES) 

Open Letter 

Dear World: You folks of the out- 
side world probably don't know what 
goes on inside these big walls. 
Many of you have never been sen- 
tenced to the Roxy pile. Last Fri- 
day I lost my name and became a 
number....a number five-a-day and 
it’s my privilege to be able to let 
everyone in on the low down. The 
Warden, Harry Singer, is a swell 
fellow and so is the P. K. (Principal 
Keeper to you muzgs) Jerry Franks. 
I was only in for one show when 
they made a trusty out of me 
which allowed me to go to Dave's 
Blue Room for dinner. The rest of 
the mob eat the food inside which 
the inmates cutely call the Fanchon 
& Marco ‘Roast Lamb’ Idea. 

In all fairness to myself I want to 
state that I did nothing to cause my 
confinement. I was framed by 
Charlie Morrison and Dannie Wink- 
ler to say nothing of Bob Goldstein, 
a stool pigeon for the joint. They got 
me in a weak moment early one 
morning at the Club Richman and I 
went for it. Not only myself, but the 
entire company at the Club. When 
it came time for the trial, I took the 
rap while Morrison and Winkler 
were entertaining in their so-called 
offices at the Park Central. You call 
it offices but I call it love. 

The hours aren’t bad at that. Up 
at 11 and on the stage at 12 and stay 
there till 11 at night. This sounds 
tough to you folks of the outside 
world but once you get used to it 
you can do it on your ear. The stage 
doorman is a lifer and a great guy, 
in fact that goes for the entire crew. 
The prison band under the direction 
of Irving Klaiss are all high class 
boys who are doing their bit through 
bum raps, I was given to under- 
stand that if you behave yourself 
for a couple of weeks here they 
transfer you to Fox’s’ Brooklyn 
where it’s much easier. 

By that I mean, nobody bothers 
you, not even the audiences. 

We get all the papers and if you're 
not good they make you read the 
‘Inquirer’ on Sunday. Of course 
even with all the concessions grant- 
ed me I often wonder what goes on 
up and down Broadway. I sit in mv 
cell, 24, and thoughts wander to the 
‘Variety’ office and the boys who 
have committed far worse crimes 
than I, but still retain their freedom. 
Through the ever loving grape-vine 
system I manage to find out a few 
things. I found out that Milton Berle 
is a big hit at the Capitol which 
means we're all doing well. 

That Winchell and Bernie were 
in a huddle at the Richman Club 
but Walter still is holding out for 
more money to play that week prov- 
ing that up to this writing W. W. 
still thinks there’s going to be 
money some place. By the way, 
whatever became of those $10 bills? 

The Warden of the Roxy doesn’t 
broadcast which is a novelty but he 
allowed me to run over to CBS Sun- 
day and give out over the air for 
Jocur Waveset which was very nice 














of him. 
Read in Yawiiz’s column where 
the Ritz Brothers are helping 


Sophie Tucker forget Lackey, but 
who can we get to help us forget 
the Ritz Brothers? (Only kidding 
boys, it’s tough getting material 
within these walls.) Can't write 
much more as all outgoing mail is 
censored by the ‘Variety’ editor, and 
there’s no use having to make him 
cut out too much. After a week in 
the great indoors you have no idea 
how I long to see the wife and kid- 
die. They’ve taken the whole thing 
bravely and have been little sol- 
diers. In their hearts they know 
I'm innocent but I said I'd do it and 
I'm going through with it. 

It’s been a great lesson to me and 
take it from a guy that means it, if 
I ever get out Ill go straight. My 
cell mates, Francis Faye, Dolores 
Farris and Florence and Alvarez are 
doing the same stretch I am, so look 
for a big celebration when they un- 


ARE YOU READING” 


; picture director. 


-FRISCO’S AUDITORIUM 
BURNING SHOWMEN 


San Francisco, March 6. 
Since the city of San Francisco 








went into the show business and! 
built a war memorial in the form of | 
a $4,000,000 opera house in the Civic ! 
Center, regular showmen here have | 
been frowning at the local govern- 
ment. 

City already had a civic audito- 
rium which, according to the show- 
men, was ample for the city’s opera 
needs. New auditorium, they con- 
tend, is opposition. 

Building, seating 3,500, was com- 
pleted several months ago and 
opened successfully with twa@ weeks 
of opera. So successful was the 
first venture that the opera season 
for next year will stretched to 10 
weeks. However, between the opera 
seasons, city will rent the theatre 
building for a sum reported as low 
as $400 per night. 

So far, building has been used 
for free broadcasts, amateur pro- 
ductions, and now a deal is on for 
an indoor circus similar to the 
Shrine trick in Los Angeles. 

It’s all very annoying to the 
showmen who feel that it’s okay for 
the city to operate as a municipal- 
ity, but when it branches into the 
show business, perplexing enough 
at present, that’s going too far. 


Hollywood Beer Spots 
Awaiting Modification 


Hollywood, March 6. 

Plenty of ambitious plans being 
formed by various groups anxious to 
open beer gardens here as soon as 
the suds become legal. Most prom- 
inent among the planners are sev- 
eral syndicates now in the racket, 
and desirous of remaining active 
when it becomes legal. 

Among the spots mentioned as 
potential semi-inclosed or open-air 
growler grottos are Hollywood Gar- 
dens, a miniature forest next to the 
Marcal theatre; a spot back of the 
Hollywood Plaza hotel, and a big 
site on Wilshire boulevard, near 
Rossmore, which is one of the art- 
eries into Hollywood. Everything 
hinges on the date of modificatinn. 


Stage Marriage Barred 
By Canadian Statute 


Toronto, March 6. 

Parents and police stopped the 
first attempt of any Toronto the- 
atre to stage an actual wedding 
ceremony as a special attraction 
when both descended upon the Roxy 
theatre and declared illegal the in- 
cended marriage of Jessie McFadden 
and William McCarl, both 18. Event 
was to take place at 12:05 at the 











midnight show and _ exploitation 
caused the posting of the S.R.O. 
sign. 


Everything was in order when a 
police quartet turned up. Both par- 
ties were in formal dress, bride 
complete with bouquet and trailing 
veil. Marriage Act here forbids 
ceremony between 10 p. m. and 6 
a.m. 

Manager Abe Appleby made a 
curtain speech telling what had 
happened. Eleven people marched 
out to the box office and demanded 
their money back. Couple were 
married next day at the bride’s 
home, without benefit of footlights. 
The groom has a furnished flat and 
a job. 


Car Loan P.C. Shrinks 


Los Angeles, March 6. 
Along with salary slashes and 
other types of cuts now prevalent, 
the auto loan agencies are falling 


Jigsaw Puzzles Reach Proportions 


Of Big Business 
Speak Payoff 


Hollywood, March 6. 

Picture technician who did 
some work on the side for a 
new speakeasy turned up at 
the drink joint on Saturday to 
collect the $200 due him. He 
was told to come back Mon- 
day. 

On his return he was handed 
$80 in nickels, $60 in dimes, $50 
in quarters and the remainder 
in pennies. That was the slot 
machine take over the week- 
end. 


2 CRUISE BOAT CASTS 
GET AWAY FROM IT ALL 


Ocean liners are losing plenty on 
cruises to the West Indies, but 
there have been few cancellations 
and the sailing schedules are being 
maintained. A minimum of 400 
passengers is required to pay op- 
erating costs and the boats are 


averaging but half that number. 

An exception is the Mauretania, 
favorite of vacationists. 

Two cruise boats sailed Saturday 
(4) both carrying shows. Aboard 
the Mauretania are: Georgie Price, 
m.c., Bernard Granville, Dagmar 
Nordstrom, Lorraine Manners, Sieg- 
freda Nordstrom, Ben Halpern, 
Carolyn Henderson, Palermo Mario, 
Lou Lazarin, Ruth Corday, Claire 
Lee, Richard Stuart. 

Aboard the Georgic: Eddie Smith, 
Mabelle Farrar, Mary Lou, Marjorie 
Lane, Jean Francus, Carlos Col- 
letta, Carl Gardner, Stephanie Wald, 
Jill Rainsford, Sylvia Loew. 























DR. CHUNG FLASHES IRE 


Femme Chinese Surgeon, Prominent 
with Film Mob, Anti-Jab 








San Francisco, March 6. 
Dr. Marguerite Chung, famed San 





Francisco Chinese surgeon, is or- 
ganizing flying and medical units 
which she will take to China to op- 
pose the Japanese. Dr. Chung, well 
known to people in the theatrical 
and picture profession, has 15 former 
army and navy aviators already in 
her air unit. She plans to send 
them overseas within the next 30 
days. 

Dr. Chung, an American-born 
Chinese, has one of the most elab- 
orate offices in the city. Place is a 
meeting spot for picture names 
when they come north on a vaca- 
tion. Most of her patients are Oc- 
cidentals. She is also personal 
physician to several Hollywood stars 
and execs, making the trip between 
Frisco and L. A. by plane. Recently, 
she was tested by Metro for the 
part of the woman doctor in ‘Son 
Daughter.’ Following the test she 
turned down the offer. She is one 
of the few intimate friends of Greta 
Garbo. 





MARRIAGES 


Kathleen Burke, winner of Para- 
mount’s Panther woman contest, to 
Glenn Rardin, photographer, in 
Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

May Scribbens, non-pro, to Buster 
Keaton at Ensenada, Mexico, Jan. 8. 
Actor’s divorce from Natalie Tal- 





over each other in an effort to lend | 
dough on car security for 6, 8 and} 
10%. This is heavy news in this 
neck of the woods where everyone | 
owns a car, even though he may} 
not have the price of breakfast. 
Loaning outfits formerly got as 
high as 40%, including charges 
tabbed against the loan ahead of the | 
interest. 


BIRTHS 


and Mrs.‘Sam Neufeld, daugh- | 





Mr 
ter, Feb. 26, Hollywood, Father is a | 





A Career for a Buck 
Lirmingham, March 6. 
A new type of correspondence 





} 
schoo! has popped up at Greensboro, | 
Ga. E. L. Butler has been advertis- | 
ing in country newspapers a cor- | 


| respondence course on how to be- | 
to | come a politician. 


This information he is offering for | 
sale for the price of one buck, ' 


| Simeon, Calif., 


madge will not be final in this coun- 
try until August this year. 

Gertrude Medwin to Harold 
Zeltner, New York, date unspecified. 
She is a showgirl. He is a ticket 
broker and son of ‘Wireless’ Louis 
Zeltner. 

Rosemary Zeiser, non-pro, to John 
Stuart Peters, Feb. 28, in Hollywood. 
Groom is the brother of Carole 
Lombard, 
Gretchen Wilson 

John Randolph Hearst at San 
March 5. Groom is 
Randolph Hearst. 


Smith, non-pro, 


to 


son of William 
Helen F. Collins, 
Louis Brock at 
4. Groom is a 
studios, 


non-pro, to 
Hollywood, March 
producer at Radio 


Alice Louise Camp, film studio de- 
signer, to Charles B. Ganz in Los 
Angeles, March 3. Groom is in radio 
work. 

Frances 
Geddes, New 
has been ass 


Waite to Norman Bel 
York, March 3. Bride | 
stant tothe designer. | 


o 


Almost Overnight 


—_———_____ — 


Some idea of the importance to 
which the jigsaw puzzle has grown 
almost overnight may be found in 
the fact that the last issue of the 
‘American News’ house organ has 
five full page ads for as many is- 
sues. Only three other full pages 
are used. In its reading pages the 
sheet devotes a page to the puzzles 


with two illuminating stories of 
volume sales. 
The first tells of a Canadian 


dealer who advertised a contest in 
the newspapers. He sold 800 copies 
even before the contest opened. A 
southern dealer put two small col- 
ored boys into his window to work 
out a puzzle. His sales were. 585 
puzzles in two weeks. 

The other day the newspapers 

reported the theft of 500 copies of 
a puzzle from a sigle newsdealer, 
and this was only one issue. The 
stand displays a dozen different is- 
sues, many of them appearing in 
new form each week. 
There are about a dozen such 
periodical issues, with most of them 
coming out each Wednesday. In ad- 
dition there are scores of single is- 
sues which have.not yet become 
periodic, but which seek the longer 
life of an undated issue. 


Film Star Jigs 


One of the most recent is the re- 
production of the colored cartoon 
on the front page of ‘Ballyhoo,’ and 
another is the Eddie Cantor puzzle, 

The Fawcett company recently 
put out a puzzle with an offer of 
$500 for the best title. A side issue 
is that the names of the winners 
will be printed in one of the Fawe 
cett publications. Another concern 
puts out a double puzzle, with a line 
cartoon on one side and the usual 
colored picture on the other, tossing 
in a cross word puzzle as boot. Still 
another issues two puzzles for the 
two-bit price, splitting the tradi- 
tional ‘More than 300 pieces’ into 
two 150 piece sets, which are 
smaller and take up less space on 
the table. 

A Brooklyn concern offers to 
make up the purchaser’s own puz- 
zle from any photograph and paste 
it on the back of a regular puzzle 
in colors, while a somewhat similar 
offer is made to enlarge and cut any 
submitted photo for 9&8 cents. The 
big idea :.ere is to get one’s own 
mug and ship it either to a dearly 
beloved or someone who'll rage 
when he laboriously works on the 
assemblage only to find it’s someone 
he detests. 

The Crime Club and Grosset & 
Dunlap recently came out with bob- 
tailed novels which leads up to the 
climax, with the solution to be 
found only on piecing the puzzle to- 
gether. Not to be outdone, another 
concern prints a mystery story on 
the back of the box in condensed 
form. 

De Luxe Editions 

Simon & Schuster have an issue 
of large puzzles which sell for too 
much money to make the news 
stands, where the quarter price is 
regarded as tops, but the 50c puzzle 
is now being displayed on some 
stands as having a chance with the 
more affluent patrons. These are 
slightly larger than the lesser priced 
issues and printed on thicker card- 
board. 

Jigsaw puzzles are no novelty. 
They were a virulent craze back in 
1909-’10, when they were mounted 
on wood. For a time they swept the 
country, selling for around $1-$1.59, 
though examples of fine cutting ran 
up to $10, and affluent experts 
spoke learnedly of the ‘cutting’ of 
this or that artist, much in the 
manner in which they speak of the 
genre of an artist. Many claimed 
to be able to spot a particular saw- 
yer without the box for identifica- 
tion. 

The eraze finally tapered off, 
though they never disappeared from 
the counters of book and toy stores, 
with a standard price of about one 
cent apiece, the 150 piece puzzle 
selling at $1.50 with $3 for the 300 
piece set and plenty going to $10 
for the 1,000 piece set. 

The craze on the wood versions 





started to pipe up about a year ago, 
but the price was too high for most 


'and the libraries rented puzzles at 


25 cents for three days. Then some- 
one conceived the idea of using 
cardboard and a cutting press. 

Lithographic plants work over- 
time and thousands have been spent 
on cutting presses, the cost returne- 
ing in a few weeks as editions as 
high as 250,000 have been turned 
out of a single jig. 































































































52 VARIETY 


TIMES SQUARE 











Broadway 





Beer is still a quarter 

Harry Burns driving to Miami. 

B 1 Gray is still knocking | 
aroun. 

§ mm Cohen trying to figure 
thins cut. 

Piticit MeManus is buying 
lui 3 Again. 

O~eces of John Golden now high | 
up in Lincoln hotel. 

Earl Wingate hopes to make an- 
other trip to Bermuda. 

Mannie Silverstone off to Cristo- 
bal for United Artists. 


Lucy Cotton Thomas financed Eva 
Tansuay's eye operation. 
Alexander Goodman is now asso- 


ciate] with Dimitri Tiomkin. 
liebbe Charley Gartner will go to 
the coast. Just a mebbe, though. 


hil Reisman to Fiorida for a 
rest, suffering with arthritis of left 
les. 

Charlie O'Reilly was among New 
York’s tophatters at the inaugural 
cercmony. 

fenry Bergman and Tom Phillips 
teaming for what they say is a 
new type of act. 

Abe Stein, genial Broadway host, 
hopes to be back in the old place 
before another week. 

Picture companies are getting so 
they refer to state bank moratoria 
as ‘Iloover’s Holiday.’ 

Nick Holde on a quickie to Ha- 
vana, back to B'’way and then a 
flight to Buenos Aires. 

Actually, it’s Sigmund Charles 
Einfeld, although the Warner p. a. 
silences the ‘S’ in public. 

Times are not hard enough to 
keep secretaries like Lily Silver 
away from Atlantic City. 

Understood that Billy Rose’s pent- 
house office was once hideaway of 
the swindling Ivar Kreuger. 

Sidney Franklin to Europe for 
vacation and bullfighting season, 
which opens up around Easter. 

Couple of Eighth avenue shops 
that have been holding ‘liquidation 
sales’ for years finally held ’em. 

Martin Beck has switched secs 
again, with Margaret McGonigle 
transferred to the contract dept. 

There are still some people in pic- 
ture biz who would believe that 
Roosevelt and Hays may not mix. 

Fans are still paying a buck for 
‘Cavalcade,’ while hesitating to part 
with a quarter in some of the spots. 

Walter Donaldson composed the 
new alma mater number for Notre 
Dame, also the college’s new cheer 
song. 

Ed (‘News’) Sullivan's west coast 
‘operatives’ seemingly read ‘Va- 
riety’s’ Hollywood Bulletin inten- 
sively. 

Julius Singer, 16mm film pioneer, 
who recently left Universal, prom- 
ises interesting plans within the 
month. 

Frank V/ilstach is drinking mag- 
nesia milk and Al Wilkie has cut 
out all beverages except that from 
the cow. 

Frank Buck sailed for Paris, to 
entrain for the Far East, accom- 
panied by Armand Denis and Nick 
Cavaliere. 

Dave Palfryman, 
tact with exhibitors, is 
among the indies as Hays’ 
Hindenburg. 

Mark Larkin east on the ‘Secrets’ 
opening tomorrow (Wednesday) at 
Rivoli, leaves for the coast the end 
of the week. 

Col. Snyder flashing those candy 
gold coins in a pouch on his lapel 
to prove he’s in the money despite 
the moratorium. 

Leggers must have gotten away 
with their Christmas drive for trade. 
They're soliciting apartment houses 
again in a big way. 

Few filmites are planning vaca- 
tions this summer. Most of them are 
taking the attitude that their great- 
est pleasure is work. 

Howard Cullman, receiver for the 
old Roxy, with Mrs. Cullman were 
guests at the White House during 
their stay in Washington. 

Billy Gordon, dress designer, oth- 
erwiss William Gordon Mosher, 100 
W. 55th, in voluntary bankruptcy; 
no assets, $2,246 liabilities. 

‘American Mayfair,’ new class 
magazine edited by Nellie Revell, 
due out March 25. Will reach the 
stands at 35 cents the copy. 

The recent likker raids on the 
smart drinkin’ restaurants is 
viewed as a last desperate stand by 
‘the boys’ before their racket is le- 
gally voided. 

Joe Shea is laid up in his home 
in Yonkers with an infected foot. 
He had been spending considerable 
time before around the New York 
Athletic Club. 

Lucky Strike’s globe-trotting ads 
—close-ups of smart resorts—is in 
line with the general ‘amusement’ 
quality of the current crop of ciggie 
ad campaigns. 

Ringling, Barnum & Bailey Cir- 
cus opens April 8 (Sat) at Madi- 
son Square Garden. Takes to lot 
May 15 in Brooklyn, probably after 
Boston indoor date. 

Small riot in front of Times 
Square theatre before a _ private 
showing of ‘Forsaking All Others.’ 
Word got around that admission 
was free and without tickets. 

Gene Geiger, out of the Alimony 
Club, reunioning in Lindy’s with 
Al Goldman, his roadhouse buddy 
and associate, which looks like a 
new nite spot is in the offing. 

The Mayfair's circus nite Satur- 
day was a desperate try to offset 


producer con- 
known 
Von 


the M. P. Club’s Inaugural Ball at 


| the Waldorf. The Ritz Carlton's 


dansant came out second best. 
? 


Mark Hellinger must be getting 
|} sott—his elobe-trotting columns | 
discloses, finally, one country that} 
he likes, Mgypt, particularly the | 
Shepheard’s hotel in Cairo. That's 


news. 

Jack Osterman ballyhooed in the 
old Roxy lobby as the columnist- 
comedian. Ost wrote a prop col- 
lumn logrolling his daily contem- 
poraries which was good builder- 
uppering. 

Pitchmen on the Square were 
peddling copies of Secretary Wil- 
liam H. Woodin’s march composi- 
tion while the inauguration was on. 
Tin Pan Alley called the piece a 
symposium of all the marches. 

New Chateau Internationale, Will 
Oakland's swank nitery of five 
floors, with variegated nocturnal 
divertissement, off to a good start 
following the Jimmie Durante musi- 
cal's premiere, and with the M.P. 
Ball to follow. 

Louis K. Sidney’s back from Fla. 
with sunburn and fish stories plus 
pictures to prove ‘em. One photo 
with Sidney in the stock pose with 
a 12-foot winkus is sworn to be on 
the level, but the fish l¢Dks like a 
prop from an old Fanchon & Marco 


unit. 
Berlin 








Franz Schulz back in Berlin. 


Clayton P. Sheeham_ expected 
here. 
Edmund Goulding left for the 
States. 


Speelmann was signed by Ufa for 
three pictures. 

Universal showed ‘Back Street’ to 
the Berlin press. 

Maria Corda here, hoping to do 
work in pictures. 

Richard Eichberg left for Zurich. 
Hans Albers is going to see him 
there. 

Lyvia Caloni, wife of Dr. Giaca- 
lone, singing part of ‘Violetta’ in 
Traviata. 

Franziska Gaal, UniverSal star, 
going to sing exclusively for Lind- 
stroem records. 

Dr. Willi Wolff finished 
lescu’; going to make 
comedy, book wanted. 


Seattle 


By Dave Trepp 


*‘Mano- 
musical 





‘Of Thee I Sing,’ Chi company, at 
the Met soon. 

New billboard law proposed pro- 
hibits getting closer than 150 feet of 
main highway. 

Gilmore lion in person and Gil- 
more radio troup at auto show this 
week, getting nice dough. 

Terry McDaniel, the missus and 
the much-traveled baby sailed on 
Ruth Alexander last week for L. A., 
where Terry will work for Skouras 
organization, 

Bill McCurdie here scouting for 
Henry Duffy. Looks like ‘Terry’ 
Duffy and Bill will get going up this 
way, and public is hungry for the 
Duffy type of stock. 

Amended house bill in state legis- 
lature provides for excise and occu- 
pational taxes about everything, 
with ‘theatre levy the highest, 5% 











London 


Adriah Fair to do her first broad- 
cast. 

Wilson, Kepple and Betty off to 
Oslo. 

Slate brothers off to Paris on 
flying trip. 

Madge Titheradge recovering from 
throat operation. 

Charles Glore’s father just passed 
away in Palestine. 

Eddie Darling planning European 
trip in the Spring. 

All Americans here joining the 
‘London No Hat Brigade.’ 


Payne, Jennings and Killig now 
sole owners of ‘Ballyhoo.’ 


Bobby May collecting his birthday 
gifts from the Fosters’ office. 


‘Chu Chin Chow,’ longest war- 
time run, to be revived in May. 


Gilbert Frankau concentrating on 
playwriting a la Edgar Wallace. 


Cliff Fischer here for one day to 
look the Three Slate Brothers over. 


Four Admirals gypped out of 6,000 
marks by the Rotter Brothers bust. 


American acts speaking highly of 
George Parry, Palladium’s house 
manager. 

Basil Sydney advertising for 
charming country house, to rest for 
week-ends. 

Provincial talker theatre adver- 
tises itself as: ere Sound 
‘Sounds’ Sound. 


Harry Foster considering offer to 
handle string of vaudeville houses, 
mostly in London. 


Walter ‘Rome Express’ Forde 
after Walter Catlett for new Gau- 
mont-British film, 


Matt. McKeigue cabling George 
Lacey to Berlin, to play British 
Broadcasting dates. 


Renee Houston complaining at 
five shows per night, with nothing 
to do in the day time. 


Vincent Lawrence newest publi- 
city hound for London Pavilion, with 
management trying ’em all. 


Herbert Wilcox accusing Ralph 
Dean of trying to steal his dis- 
coveries, to sell for America. 


London County Council likely to 
pass law to abolish ‘London 
nuisance of street musicians.’ 

Society, including Lord Beaver- 
brook, in’ evidence at Leicester 
Square theatre colored show. 

Anna Neagle doing a personal at 
the Plaza during the release of her 
picture, ‘The Little Damozel.’ 

George Robey’s wise-cracks about 
A. M. Wall, Hon. Secretary of 
Actors’ Equity, out of place. 

Gertie Lawrence and Lady Diana 
Manners directors of new florist 
shop known as Fresh Flowers. 

Vivian Ellis, popular light music 
composer, just completed first novel 
‘Zelma,’ with stage background. 

Last minute broadcast cancella- 
tion of Eden Phillpott’s ‘Carrier 
Pigeon’ due to copyright troubles. 

Marie Burke to sing Sonny Mil- 
lers ‘You Came to Me,’ in Jack 
Waller's latest at the Saville theatre. 

Ann Renova responsible for sale 
of ‘Once in a Lifetime’ to Sir Barry 
Jackson through her mother in Lon- 
don. 

Six Lucky Boys will travel from 








of gross; broadcasting companies 2 
percentum. 

‘Tattle Tales,’ with Barbara Stan- 
wyck starred, being revamped, with 
prospects for N.W. tour, following 
recent cancellation down _ south, 
when Frank Faye forgot he was in 
legit and came up late. Had dates 
penciled for Portland, Seattle and 
other towns near-about. 





New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 





‘Sportland,’ indoor amusement 
spot, opened Sat. (4). 

Elm Tree Tavern adds one more 
to dine-and-dance list. 

Cosmo Hamilton lectured here for 
Union Theatre League. 

Joe Kaiser and this mugg staging 
a ‘proud father’ contest. 

Bill before state legislature to 
prohibit dance marathons. 

Roger Sherman mer. identified 
local holdup men in_Pittsburgh. 
Everybody on edge for Thursday 
a.m. arrival of ‘42d Street Special.’ 
Boston Symphony concluded 
Woolsey Hall concert series Mar. 1. 
Boston Symphony Orch. con- 
cludes Woolsey Hall concert series 
March 1. 

Nick Cavaliere 
left last week as 
Frank Buck. 
Mae West offers a grand to any 
Yale man submitting an acceptable 
play synopsis. 

Mel Preston scheduled for Joan 
Lowell Central American expedition 
as cameraman. 


and Roy Phelps 
cameramen with 


Birmingham to London daily to re- 
hearse for Palladium ‘Crazy Sea- 
son.’ 

Austel (Austel and Arthur) breaks 
an arm at Harrogate, one night 
stand, while performing the last 
trick. 

Gaumont British asking press 
pass holders not to use them for 
the Tivoli during the run of ‘Caval- 
cade.’ 

Six girls sacked from Palladium 
saloon on complaints from cus- 
tomers for using unladylike lan- 
guage. 

Number of show people here hold 
year’s subscription of ‘Variety,’ 
given them by friends as Christmas 
presents. 

‘Press and Stage Club’ is name 
of new rendezvous being opened by 
Bill Noon, publicity hound, in West 
street, April 13. 

Ena Grossmith, daughter of 
George Grossmith, and Freddie 
Lord operating school for musical 
comedy aspirants. 

Jerry O'Gorman, one of the 
stooges in the O’Gorman brothers 
act, is studying medicine, and takes 
his degree shortly. 

Imperial Airways to run Sunday 
flying excursions from London to 
Le Touquet and back in one day 
during the Summer. 

London theatrical sheet talking 
about Tommy Reilly (Reilly and 
Comfort) rendering ‘Brother Can 
You Spare a Dame.’ 

Not generally known that Lady 
Diana Manners lives in Gower 
street, a hang-out for most Ameri- 
can and English pros. 

Nina Mae McKinney booked by 
Charles Cochran for his Trocadero 





Mae McDonough suing Arthur 
Theatres and Fox-New England 
Theatres $15,000 for Meriden the- 





atre fall. 


duction likely to follow. 
Mrs. Herbert Clayton 
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now concen- 


paying proposition 

trating on a new business. 
Blackpool first city in England to 

have skyscraper. Operations start- 


ing for 36-story hotel, which will 
iake two years to complete. 

Leon M. Lion first London theatre 
manager to introduce the two-for- 
one ticket idea. Being tried for 
Monday matinees at the Garrick. 

Scottish Highlander playing the 
pipes in London streets, and with 
money collected pays tax on prop- 
erty he owns at Dunkeld, Scotland. 

Old Vice and Sadler’s Wells thea- 
tres running combined charity show 
at Covent Garden Opera House, to 
pay off part of reconstruction debt. 

Mrs. K. Haxby-Kendle operating 
tour of ‘Jonah and the Whale’ is 
spiritual healer, and goes to 
America for lecture tour in spring. 

Ambassadors’ theatre manage- 
ment dickering for ‘Two Living and 
One Dead,’ Norwegian Book So- 
ciety’s prize novel, for production. 

Tower of London, where an of- 
ficer awaiting court martial is con- 
fined, doing turn-away business, 
with inquisitives at eight cents per 
head. 

Joyce Wethered, famous woman 
golfer, joined Fortnum & Mason's 
stores as sports adviser. Uncertain 
whether this will affect her amateur 
status. 

Vardell brothers did not finish the 
week at the Palladium, having to 
lay-off after Thursday, due to recur- 
rence of knee trouble to one of the 
brothers. 

Joe Hayman in the part of an 
American theatrical manager in new 
Audrey Carton play, ‘Gay Love,’ be- 
ing tried out at ‘Q’ theatre, with 
West End season likely. 

Members of Parliament at last to 
air their views in the House of 
Commons on the faults and quali- 
ties of the British Broadcasting 
Corporation, with some caustic com- 
ments expected. 

W. McQueen Pope denies ‘Va- 
riety’s’ statement of any rivalry be- 
tween him and Frank Boor, man- 
ager of the Hippodrome. Says they 
parted the best of friends, with 
Boor expressing delight at their as- 
sociation, 





Montreal 


Evelyn Boyes gets fair break on 
Iturbi. 


Louise Roselle putting it over at 
Frolics. 

Radio commission gets first kind 
word on show Tuesday (28). 

Henri Letondal, local art scribe, 
produces own play at the Stella. 

Cabarets and nite clubs back to 





| the two-a-week after Tuesday (28). 


Montreal amused when Sir Mal- 
colm burns up Toronto by calling it 
the ‘Town Hall.’ 

B. M. Garfield, Rialto manager, 
offered candidature as city alderman 
Tuesday (7) at big north end by- 
election meeting. Will probably get 
acclamation, and will be first the- 
atrical man at City Hall, with likely 
later offer to go to provincial legis- 
lature at Quebec. 

Cuts all around in theatre salaries 
with possible staff slashes in dis- 
cussion at company directors’ meet- 
ings. Suggested managers should 
operate projection booths and let 
out operators as further expense re- 
duction. Number of nabe houses to 
be closed for summer or run only 
week-ends. Changes scheduled for 
end of March. 

Complaints still being lodged 
every Monday by police against 
vaude shows at nabe houses Sun- 
days. Actions have ostensibly been 
dropped in courts, but likelihood is 
they will be revived in near future 
with Loew's, Quebec’s only vaude 
house, involved. Campaign seen as 
part of effort of Lord’s Day Alliance 
to stop Sunday movie shows in this 
city. 





Syracuse 


By Chester B. Bahn 





Andrew Roy, manager of the 
Paramount, discussed ‘Theatre Man- 
agement’ before the Cinema Critics 
club March 1, 

Harry F. Shaw, manager of 
Loew's State, and the missus tossed 
a party at the Hotel Syracuse on 
March 1—the ninth wedding annit- 
versary. 

Dr. J. Meyzies Van Zandt, concert 
pianist, and son of Mme. Marie Van 
Zandt, creator in the United States 
of the role in ‘Lakme,’ spending a 
fortnight here. 

Carmela Ponselle, Met mezzo so- 
prano here to appear in the final 
Syracuse Symphony concert March 
4, told interviewers after three more 
years in opera she would retire to 
teach voice in New York. 

Syracuse may be back in the In- 
ternational League as a result of 





having | 


announcement that the athletic sta- 


Cabaret revue, with West End pro- |dium included in the state-county 


work relief project along the Onon- 
daga Lake shore will be made avail- 


Austra 


Boxtng takes the count. 

American-style eats populaa 

Brighter business aH arounté 
Australia. 

‘Air Mail 
New Zealand. 

Theo Shall will produce ‘Coma 
mand to Love’ for W-T. 

John Kennebeck handling roads 
shows of ‘Sign of the Cross.’ 

W-T deny they are selling Hee 


smashing records tt? 


Majesty's, Sydney, to dry-goods 
firm, 
Dr. Sargent, noted English come 


ductor, to tour Australia for Radie 
commission, 

Sudden uplift in publishing trade 
gives local scribblers a chance te 
make some real coin. 

Ambassadors, local cabaret, will 
reopen this week after being shut 
because of depression. 

Sir Ben Fuiler may make a trip 
abroad this year. Fullers intend 
importing grand opera troupe this 
season, 

New company known as Emu 
Films, Ltd., formed here for the 
production of local pictures. Comeé« 
pany has capital of 50,000 pounds. 

Cricket is an absolute rage at 
present moment, and when a pop- 
ular player was hit recently with a 
ball bowled by an Englishman and 
injured, Fox News got the accident 
and the shot was run in all theatres 
in record time. 

While the ‘film war’ was at its 
hottest G.T., execs., and the film 
men would tear away at each 
other's throats during regular busi- 
ness hours, and then in the lunche- 
eon adjournment would invite one 
another out for eats. One execu- 
tive, after wrangling for hours, 
would have meals served in his own 
private office for the film folk. And 
then, when the dishes were cleared 
away the battle would begin all 
over again. Fight for right not at 


all bloody! 


Rachel Hartzell drinking beer 
with the John Mason Browns a 
while ago. 

Al Fish, the cartoonist, down to 
absorb Bermuda atmosphere for 
some mag work. 

R. J. Folliard, mgr. for RKO at 
Washington, D. C., honeymooning 
here with recent bride indefinitely, 
arrived (27). 

Zito of ‘Merry Go Round’ fame 
doing the celebs in colors, including 
Judge Seabury, H. M. Atkinson and 
F, W. Pershing, the general's son. 

s. Wallis Merrihew, editor 
‘American Lawn Tennis,’ still pains 
Berkeley Bell when he calls foot- 
faults in the annual champion- 


The Hague 


By M. W. Ettty-Leal 








This is the season of fancy dress 
and masked balls, affecting play- 
houses and cinemas. 

Deventer in East of Holland also 
getting wired wireless combined 
with fire alarm-system. 

Film fans keen on thrillers, which 
proved by success here of Ufa film: 
‘F.P. 1 Antwortet Nicht’ packed 
dailly to capacity. 

Netherland Cinema Association 
(Bioscoopbond) celebrated 15 years 
jubilee. Chairman Hamburger al- 
ready 12 years at head of this or- 
ganization, which is great help to 
trade. 

Hein Harms, actor of old school, 
celebrated his 70th birthday in good 
health. He has given various re- 
citals in State Prisons here, which 
was greatly appreciated by the in- 
mates. 

Whole week Wagner memorial 
performances; in Utrecht at con- 
cert during ‘Flying Dutchman’ on 
program, when Jack Caro sang the 
big aria, he suddenly broke down 
and was carried away. He died on 
platform. 

In Amsterdam the German author 
Thomas Mann lectured on Wagner 
before the concert, conducted by 
Erich Kleiber, started. It took place 
in Concertgebouw (Mengelberg still 
absent in Switzerland on account 
of poor health). 

In the Hague the German author- 
ess, Thea von Harbou introduced 
in person her new film: ‘Aus dem 
Tagebuch einer Frauenaerztin’ pro- 
duced by R. N. Film and directed by 
Wendhausen. She is the wife of 
Fritz Lang and wrote also the scen- 
arios of ‘Metropolis’ and ‘Nibelung.’ 
Heroine in this film played by 
Hertha Thiele, who was such a suc- 
cess in ‘Maedchen in Uniform.’ 

In addition to these literary 
lights, quite a batch of foreigners 
here in concert-halls: Edith Lorand 
with orchestra, also broadcasting for 
AVRO, German pianist Stefan Berg- 
mann, German soprano Adelheid 
Armhold, Russian cellist Raya Gar- 
bousova, while professor Picozzi 
from Milan University is lecturing 
here on Dante. In Carlton Hotel, 
Amsterdam, Jack Payne and his 
boys, their first visit to Continent, 
and Amsterdam their first stop, 





established her apartment house as /able for lease. 


quite a scoop for this country. 
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Hollywood 


Salty Blaine going to Europe soon. 

Larry Hart is partial to white 
» wuits. ‘ 

Jimmy Savo, plus that derby, 
» back in town. 


Paramount studio golf tourney 
, April 2 at Clover Field. 

Gene Raymond heading for 
Broadway for a vacation. 

Georgia Caine in from New York 
for ‘Dinner at Eight’ at the Belasco. 

*" Albert W. Leeds resigned from 

®the Fox West Coast legal depart- 
ment. 

* Radio Pix music department ex- 
*panding to include a couple more 
offices. 

* Sam Thompson, Foster and Klei- 
‘per theatre contact, back on the job 
after severe siege with flu. 

Fanchon Royer, only woman pro- 
ducer in Hollywood, just finished a 
picture exposing the alimony racket. 

Slogan at the Paramount theatre, 
‘taken over by Fanchon & Marco, is: 
‘*There’s no substitute for living en- 
tertainment.’ 

While in England to do ‘Let’s 
Live It’ for BIP, Constance Cum- 
mings will occupy the home of Benn 
W. Levy in Chelsea. 

Marjorie Rambeau will not stay 
here for another picture after her 
current Fox piece. She will return 
to Florida, intending to come back 
west in the fall. 

After reading the lousy story 
used to frame two scenario com- 
panies, as reported in ‘Variety,’ 13 
writers declared that it sounded 
like the scripts they are currently 
adapting. 

Production problems and bank 
holiday needing his immediate at- 
tention, Jack Warner called off his 
trip to Washington to attend the 
inauguration. Mrs. Warner, who 
‘was to have gone with him, is in 
San Francisco with her grand- 
mother, who is ill. 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 











Joe Behan resigned as RKO ex- 
change booker. 

Mort Singer here for a day to dis- 
@uss Orpheum labor matters. 

Sam Dembow a visitor at local 
Publix offices for a single day. 

aul Perrizo, erstwhile of Educa- 
tional, has joined the Fox exchange 
gales staff. 

Plenty of dough spent in loop last 
week to see ‘State Fair’ and ‘Kid 
From Spain.’ 

Earl Long, press agent, replaced 
Ed. Furni as manager of Publix 
Garrick, Duluth. 

Larry Funk’s band succeeding 
Paul Specht at Hotel Radisson’s 
Flame Room night club. 

Orpheum circuit receiver tickled 
at business being done by local 
house under straight film policy. 

Anton Janssen, formerly manager 
of Palace here, appointed manager 
of Publix Cameo, St. Paul, replacing 
Pert Nix. 

J. Kopala -nd Fred Ableson, lat- 
ter formerly with Universal, added 
to local United Artists’ exchange 
sales staff. 

‘Cavalcade,’ at Lyceum, first local 
picture road show engagement this 
season and second in two years, 
other being ‘Grand Hotel.’ 

Mills Brothers booked for return 
engagement at State on same Dill 
with Lou Breese and band, and ‘She 
Done Him Wrong’ week of 17. 

Gayety, burlesque stock house on 
co-op basis again cuts price, with 
scale 10, 20 and 30c and few front 
row seats at 40c top matines and 50c 
nights. 

Although one-day stand is still 
more than a month away, seat res- 
ervations for Eddie Cantor and 
George Jessel troupe at Orpheum 
are heavy. 

Eugene Ormondy, conductor of 
Minneapolis Symphony orchestra, 
making first airplane flights, travel- 
ing back and forth twice between 
here and Cincinnati, where he is 
filling guest engagement. 





Reno 


Banking holidays are so common 
here now that latest holiday dec- 
laration fell with a dull thud. 

The ‘cheerful little earful’ from 
Broadway, Hannah Williams Kahn, 
is enjoying what is left of Reno’s 
lively atmosphere. 

Ten and twenty per cent wage 
euts for public officials and em- 
Ployes put through in Reno and 
most counties in the state. 

After being dark for several 
months, following a fire, the Wig- 
wam theatre, member of T. & D. Jr. 
chain, has reopened at twenty-cent 
top. 
Police requested to stop showing 
of ‘True Confession of a Lost Girl’ 
but refuse and it packs ’em at 
Roxie theatre at two-bits for four 
days. 

Reno ministers succeed in put- 
ting end to marriage racket prac- 
tices by judges. Legislature passes 
law prohibiting judges from accept- 
ing fees for performing weddings. 
California couples leave over $20,- 
000 a year in Reno for weddings 





and judges have been getting most 
of it. 
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Salt Lake City 


By Philip G. Lasky 





Beer measure flops in state legis- 
lature. 

Manny Drucker, United Artists, 
returns from northern trip. 

Dave Cockerill, RKO mer., start- 
ing exploitation work on ‘King 
Kong.’ 

Bill Schofield, local rep for Pathe, 
shoots 200 feet of ex-governor Dern, 
new Sec. of War appointee, before 
departure for Washington. 

Hardy K. Downing, first manager 
of Jack Dempsey, starts fights 
again, using unknowns and ex-ama- 
teurs exclusively. Two hours of 
laughs for four-bits. 

A. J. McDermott, Certified Pro- 
ductions megr., announces acquisition 
of Majestic Pictures distributing 
rights. McDermott also building 
Stadium theatre, new 400-seater. 

Covery Investment Co. buys $50,- 
000 worth of ground adjoining 
Cocoanut Grove to enlarge dance 
hall, with work starting immedi- 
ately, in order to handle extra vol- 
ume of business resulting from fire 
at its Blue Bird several months ago. 


Fort Wayne 


Robert Baral 








Shrine getting a few stage shows. 

Colored shows in Majestic for a 
time. 

Dancing in Valencia Gardens 
again. 

Ralph Fisher going into the night 
club field. 

Rialto getting several first-runs 
now which help out. 

Bessie K. Roberts enthused over 
the new Isabel Patterson book. 

Willy Morris, former local stock 
player, sends note from Hollywood. 

Bob Hope, former m.c, at Emboyd 


now breaking into the Broadway 
revues. 
Dorothy Cruser marries James 
Cavanaugh, RKO man in “Des 
Moines. 


Dorrit Kelton, also formerly with 
Wright Players, doing shows with 
Duffy on coast. 

Others who figured around in the 
theatres here were: Marion Wells, 
Harvey Cocks, Henry Kaulman, B. 
D. Cockrill, Sherling Oliver, Henry 
Minturn, Frank Biemer, Clyde 
Quimby, Manny Marcus. 


Denver 


N. H. Brower, div. mgr. WB, here 
from L, A. 

George Naylor, western div. mer. 
Colorado, here. 

Don Conley and Tony Hartford 
resign as Col. salesmen. 

W. J. Heineman, western div. mgr. 
Uni., looking things over. 

Barney Shooker, former Educa- 
tional salesman, now Columbia. 

Pari-mutuel betting on horse rac- 
ing killed by state senate, 18-16. 

Rachmaninoff, pianist, played to 
capacity at the muny auditorium. 

Frank Murphy back from Salt 
Lake and took job as U. A. sales- 
man, 

H. A. Friedel is acting manager 
of Metro Exchange, succeeding J. S. 
Hommel, resigned. 

Wm. Rosenfeldt, booker for Shef- 
field, is over on the Western Slope 
looking for business. 

Tom Gorman, N. Y., one of own- 
ers of State theatre, here looking 
the local situation over. 

Harry Marcus of Allied and G. C. 
Jones of Consolidated spent two 
weeks in Salt Lake on biz. 

With their crowds cut into by the 
putting on of a stag shows at the 
Tabor with a 2%-cent top, the Em- 
press has lopped a nickel off its ad- 
mission price twice in three weeks. 
Their top is now 30 cents. The Em- 
press has posted two weeks’ notice 
and will run from week to week. 

Exhibs were thick on the row the 
past week, the weather being so 
nice many could drive in, and 
the following out-of-towners were 
spotted lining up dates: Everett 
Cole, Alamosa, Colo.; J. J. Good- 
stein, Pueblo, Colo.; Fred Ling, 
Steamboat Springs, Colo.; Jack 
Ward, Doublas, Wyo.; Otto Schmit, 
Santa Fe, N. M.; Russell Hardwick, 
Clovis, N. M.; Tom Kirby, Worland, 
Wyo.; Tom Murphy, Raton, N. M.; 
Harry McDonald, Torrington, Wyo., 
and ‘Doc’ Rider, Wanetta, Neb. 


Hartford 


By M. H. Hammer 














Harvey Cocks advises local boys 
he’s managing theatre in Marion, 
Ind. 

Dick Dorman Is advertising coun- 
selor for Publix Theatres in Con- 
necticut as result of recent receiver- 
ships. 

Louis Schaefer gets three sur- 


prises when on different days he 
receives visits from Walter T. 
Murphy, David Cohen and Walter 


Stuart of the Publix Theatres in 





New London. 
Hartford theatres as a whole suf- 


fer the worst business in many 
years the past week....Rain storms, 
snow storms and cold biasts causes. 
....Theatre managers turn out in 
full to appear against censorship 
bill at senatorial committee meet- 
ing....State Theatrical Inspector 
Starkle orders Hartford Players 
Little theatre closed due to faulty 
wiring and bad stage....News- 
paper increases (it’s a fact) rates 
on transient lineage....Shriners’ 
Circus over and maybe theatres will 
now get some business, 


Cincinnati 


By Joe Kolling 








‘When Ladies Meet’ penciled in at 
Shubert for April 27-29. 

RKO-Midwest Corp. receivership 
hearing shoved back to March 20. 

Cliff Boyd getting his prize chows 
ready for canine revues in these 
parts. 

Joe Dunlevey, former vaude part- 
ner of ‘Singin’ Sam, shaping a stock 
minstrel. 

Fred Strief, sec of Allied Theatre 
Owners of Ohio, gave strong talk 
against proposed state amusement 
tax before Buckeye lawmakers. 

City notified new lessees of Ches- 
ter Park that $4,000 water bill 
against former operators must be 
paid to permit opening this year. 

Warren Irons pleasing nearly as 
many muni inspectors of all sorts 
at his vaude-tab Star as ace houses 
accommodate holders of courtesy 
Paper. 

RKO announces that vaude will 
be out at Albee after April 20, with 
straight film to follow until towners 
work up a sweat for flesh; no other 
variety here at present. 


Portland, Ore. 


Steve Gaylord, local ether war- 
bler, quit announcine at KEX to 
take up a new connection at Chi- 
cago. 

Harry Read working on a new 
Northwest radio chain to link seven 
or eight indie stations, Read’s local 
spot is KXL. 

Ted Gamble closed a smart deal 
in getting the Portland Symphony 
orchestra into the Broadway for 
Sunday concerts. 

Fred White, local picture critic, 

quotes ‘Variety’s’ yarn about Mae 
West crossing above Ed Wynn, try- 
ing to explain why ‘She Done Him 
Wrong’ grossed more on its eighth 
day than on the opening, 
Every so often the burg goes 
sexy. Professor Cummings, sex 
lecturer, opened the dark Columbia 
with girl line-up and academic 
mammy palaver. Femmes only at 
mats and men at night. And do 
they go for it? Gamble’s Rialto 
was sex-conscious the game week 
successfully. 











By Ray Budwin 





Dorothy Cota is suing Loveland 
Cota, pianist, for divorce in superior 
court. 

Fox theatre making a bid for 
social affairs, staging two Junior 
League tea parties on mezzanine 
lounge during the month. 

Pacific Northwest Theatres, now 
in receivership, have closed the Ma- 
jestic (pix) in Yakima, Wash. 
Lease has been disaffirmed. 

Back wages claimed to be due 
five musicians from the Garden 
Dancing Palace are demanded in a 
suit filed in superior court by Sid 
McNutt, representing the group. 
The sum of $202.92 is asked. 

Ray A. Grombacher, operator of 
Post Street theatre and candidate 
for city commissioner’s post next 
month, played host to the other 128 
candidates for the three offices. All 
-nneared on the stage and were in- 


troduced. 
Kansas City 


By Will R. Hughes 








Walter Hampden here for a three- 
day stand starting March 9. 

Saturday midnite shows. still 
being given by the Newman and 
Midland. 

George White’s ‘Scandals’ here 
for a week starting March 19. Top 
price $2.50. 

Pla-Mor ballroom is furnishing 

jigsaw puzzles to its patrons to 
work during dance intermissions 
and offering prizes to the fastest 
workers. 
The Eddie Cantor-George Jessel 
show in for a one-day stand at the 
Mainstreet March 18. Two shows 
only, with a $2 top for the mat and 
2.50 at night. 

The Newman paid ten musicians 
$52 to sit in the music room for half 
an hour while the Warner Brothers’ 
artists were making a personal ap- 





pearance and broadcastng. Union 
rules. 


MES SQUARE 


CHATTER 


Portland, Me. 


By Hal Cram 





Barbara Weeks guest star last 
week with local stock in ‘The Silver 
Cord.’ 

Arthur Ross and Warren Sterling 
guest stars this week with Rowland 
G. Edwards Players at Jefferson 
theatre in ‘Cloaks and Suits.’ 

Tito Schipa concert scheduled for 
City Hall March $3 has been can- 
celled. Paul Althouse, tenor, will 
close All-Star series here March 10. 

Local stock company this week 
reduces prices of orchestra and 
mezzanine seats at evening per- 
formances. Company now in its 
ninth week and is showing a sub- 
stantial gain. 

Auto in which trio of Keith actors 
were traveling from Boston to Port- 
land turns over twice on State road, 
but Solly Ditson, Murray Fink and 
Senator Murphy uninjured and 
opened in show on time. 

A verdict for the Maine Amuse- 
ment Co., operators of local Keith 
house, sued for $3,000 by Portland 
woman who sought to recover for 
injuries suffered in a fall at the the- 
atre, was returned last week by a 
Superior Court jury. 


Louisville 


Mid-West Theatres, Louisville, 
capitalized at $20,000 here this 
week. 

Walter Hampden’s ‘Hamlet’ and 
‘Caponsacchi’ played to losses as 
result of bank holidays and Pade- 
rewski drew far less than expected. 

Nadja, burlesque teaser, did the 
unprecedented thing this week 
when Fred Hurley retained her for 
a fourth week at his burlesque 
house, the Gayety. 

Loew’s publicized ‘Clear’ All 
Wires’ by hooking up with Postal 
Telegraph Co., which placed girl at 
the theatre and typed messages to 
be distributed to outgoers, 

Rialto’s manager, J. J. Mussel- 
man, tried clever stunt in pub- 
licizing “The Mummy’ by planting 
alleged mummy in abandoned ceme- 
tery, but plan sort of fell through 
when newspapers saw through it 
and when Negro woman who dis- 
covered it wanted to claim it on 
basis of ‘finder’s keepers.’ 


Canton 


By Rex McConnell 














Raynor Lehr and company, to 
open for indefinite run at Palace 
here. 

Windsor, only dark Canton movie 
reopens with second-run films at a 
dime top. 

Akron gets George White’s ‘Scan- 
days,’ only legit of the year. Play- 
ing at the Colonial, movie house, 
Civic, Akron, folds after trying 
out no less than half dozen differ- 
ent policies. Last try was vaude- 
film. 

Vincent Lopez and band, play 
only Ohio engagement at H. W. 
Perry’s New Land O Dance Canton, 
Thursday, Mar. 2, 

Em Gill and band, wind up 
months of one-nighters at moon- 
light ballroom here, and slated to go 
back into Lotus Gardens, Cleveland. 
George Blackwood, local boy, with 
Helen Morgan in ‘Show Boat’ for 
past 30 weeks, leaves to take stock 
lead with Pasadena Players in Pasa- 


dena, Cal. 
Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pu'ten 








J. J. Franklin expecting family on 
West Coast to rejoin him within a 
week or s0. 

Frank Crow, treasurer Loew’s 
State, last week married Margaret 
Cussey, non-pro. 

Ed Daley producing for George 
Young’s new burley’ enterprise, 
opening in old Moose Hall March 11. 
Newspaper boys still burning over 
GE’s banquet for visiting Warner 
flicker stars, as half of gang didn’t 
get invites. 

San Carlos Opera date for Public 
Hall being postponed until April by 
Fortune Gallo and Sam Manheim, 
due to bank holiday. 

Al Wilson, once Houdini’s stooge 
and a human _ pin-cushion, has 
turned to producing for co-op Negro 
burly troupe with a 15-cent gate. 
After waiting five months for his 
divorce case to come up in Cleve- 
land, Larry Funk, orchestra leader, 
was awarded final decree papers 
from Dolores Rey, screen actress. 
All theatres hit below the belt by 
tied-up bank denosits. situation. 
One theatre-manager made up a 


ballyhoo offering to accept all 
checks for admission tickets, and 
the first check made out for 30 





cents turned out to be a phony. 


——SESESE os 
Al Woods a visitor. 


Mary King back from Seattle. 


Dave Davidson detoured here eg 
|}route to Manhattan from Detroit. 

Phil Davis carries a dollar-bill 
iutographed by Claudette Colbert, 

Eddie Solomon and George Brant 
plotting a bar for the Roosevelt 
lobby. 

Goodman Ace says a certain well- 
known vaudeville ad litder is really 
an ‘ad lifter.’ 

Irish Abbey Players drew poetie 
raves and nightly returns from 
Chicago critics. 

RKO in turmoil compressing it- 
self into one-third the space on fifth 
floor of State-Lake bldg. 

Bollard & Frazer’s, sacred to the 
male sex for years, has relented and 
lets ladies eat there now. 

Grant Withers, former film juve- 
nile new to night clubs, is the big 
personality at the 100 Club. 

Benn Levy’s “The Devil Passes’ 
will be presented by the Uptown 
Players little theatre March 7-8-9, 





O. H. Coellin, Jr., is behind an 
ambitious incipient publication 
called “The Hour to retail at 506 
cents. 


Henrici’s has converted its un- 
used fourth floor into a golf school 
with Scotty Irwin and Tod Hardy 
as pros. 

Louise Elliott, in vaude years ago 
as a male impersonator, now 
cashier in the Edward Hines hos- 
pital commissary here. 

Wade Booth, Rosemary Deering, 
Jinette Vallon, Alexander and 
Swanson in Bismarck’s second floor 
show with Art Kassel background- 


ng. 

Dave Lipton with becoming mod- 
esty describes his publicity pinch- 
hitting in Springfield, Ill, as the 
town’s biggest excitement since 
Lincoln’s funeral. 

Film Relief Fund dinner-dance 
held at the Medinah Athletic Club 
with Ed Lowry, Russ Columbo, 
Paul Ash, Frank Libuse, Ben Pol- 
lock and Art Kassel the big per- 
sonalities. 

When Vincent Lopez went to lean 
on a rail in the Chicago theatre pit 
and found it missing he fell. Lou 
Lipstone kiddingly reported to have 
sent word backstage: ‘Keep it in 
the act. It’s a laugh.’ 

Ben Bernie will pay the traveling 
expenses, NBC the salary of Hal 
Totten, who goes along with Bernie 
on his tour. President of Blue Rib- 
bon Malt persuaded Bernie he 
should make this ‘gesture.’ 

Don Irwin (Al Bede... nn). who 
used to play drums for Vincent 
Lopez, succeeded the latter as or- 
chestra leader at the Congress 
hotel. Irwin hasn’t been in Chicago 
since he was six years young. 

Patricia Lockwood, on tehalf of 
the World’s Fair, introduced the 
members of Warners-General Elec- 
tric inaugural-bound special train 
from KYW, and the girls giggled 
quite a lot about how handsome 
Lyle Talbot is. 

Jimmy Petrillo, president of the 
Musicians’ Union, moved into his 
flossy new headquarters last week 
and at the same time received @ 
solid gold badge studded with dia- 
monds emblematic of his new po- 
litical job on the West Park Com- 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 








Sam Speranza is the new short 
subject booker in the local WB of- 
fice. 

Sam Stern’s set of murals goes 
into the Warner lobby late this 
week. 

Brian McDonald back in town af- 
ter engagement at the Chez Paree 
in Chicago. 

Jackie Heller, who expected to get 
home with Ben Bernfe, disappointed 
at the last minute. 

Russell Crouse made a flying trip 
to town to shoot some stills of ‘Both 
Your Houses’ cast. 

Variety Club making plans for an 
elaborate party to welcome back 
the John Harrises from abroad late 
this month. 

Joe E. Brown boarded that ‘42d 
Street Special’ five minutes outside 
of town, makng it look like he had 
come straight through. 

With ‘42d Street Special’ in Pitts- 
burgh: Bette Davis was down with 
a cold and didn’t leave her state- 
room...Jock Sutherland, Pitt grid 
coach, sitting next to Joe E. Brown 
at luncheon...Lyle Talbot looking 
over town of birth...William Penn 
hotel’s Chatterbox had a dinner stall 
fixed up for Tom Mix’s horse... 
Claire Dodd reported getting a bit 
temperamental and _ refusing to 
show up for the press luncheon... 
Three of the chorus girls shaken up 
when a packed elevator in which 
they were riding fell three floors... 
Passengers got up at six in the 
morning to make a platform ap- 
pearance in Youngstown, home 
town of the Warner boys.—Sports 
writers disappointed by absence of 
Jack Dempsey. Ex-champ left the 
train at Chicago...Jack Warner 
also left train to hurry on to New 
York...Alley to Stanley stagedoor 
jammed...Town flooded with ticker 
tape a la Walker’s and Whalen’s 
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BROADWAY BAD 


(Continued from page 14) 


agent do his worst, and her syn- 
thetic reputation lifts her from the 
chorus to the lights. Husband, who 
is more or less of a cad, abetted by 
a rich dad, seeks to take her child 
from her on the plea that she is 
unfit to raise the boy, but she boom- 
erangs the case by pretending that 
the child is that of the theatrical 





angel who was named co-respond- 
ent. So she turns to the angel and 
the story ends on the note of a mar- 
riage to him. 

Plot is pretty thin, with the adap- 
ters not getting around to suspense 
until near the close, but before that 
the building of the girl's stage stuff 
with the story opening in a sleeper 
with the show making a jump. 

Practically all of the acting falls 
to Joan Blondell and Ricardo Cor- 
tez, both coming through with 
strong contributions. Miss Blondell, 
in particular, makes her chorus girl 
generally believable and plays with 
a note of sincerity. No one pulls 
the story out of shape, but no one 
gets much of a chance to come 
through with a _ score. Ginger 
Rogers comes closest to attracting 
secondary attention. Chic. 


IVAN 


(RUSSIAN-MADE) 
Ukrainfilm production. Garrison release 
in U. S. Directed and scenario by Dov- 
zhenko. Camera, Demitzki. Music from 
Russ folk songs. At the Acme, N. Y. Run- 
ning time, 8 mins. 





One of those anomalies of screen 
life, bound to be lost in the shuffle 
and sloughed off in most spots. 
Yet it’s one of the finest bits of 
photography to emerge in some 
time. ‘Ivan’ is an actual cinematic 
achievement, and is important that 
way, but it’s so hopeless as b.o. 
matter. 

Even the most prolific Russ par- 
tisans, who seemingly go to any- 
thing with the native trademark on 
it, won’t much care for it, It’s too 
finely molded. Because Russian 
filmdom is what it is there’s a 
snatch of story thrown in boldly, 
but it has practically nothing to do 
with the rest of the film and is lost 
in the photographic splurge. 

Dovzhenko, who with Pudovkin 
and. Eisenstein forms Russia's 
strongest directorial triumvirate, 
wanted to avoid montage in this 
one, and does. He uses, instead, 
sheer realistic slabs. Machinery 
still is his delight. He paints mod- 
ern murals with traveling cranes 
and beams of steel, much as do 
most other modernists. But he’s 
gotten a new sense of design into 
the camera composition which lends 
them more solidity than previously. 

Picture will be manna to the art 
groups, societies and the three or 
four arty theatres left in this coun- 
try. For other houses it’s hopeless 
because of the limited appeet. 


RACE TRACK 


James Cruze production and World Wide 
release. Directed by James Cruze. Story 
by J. Walter Rubin and Wells Root, with 
screen adaptation by Walter Lang and 
Douglas Doty. Features Leo Carrillo, with 
Junior Coghlan, Kay Hammond and Lee 


auf. 


Moran in support. At Mayfair, N. Y., for 
week starting Saturday, March 4. Running 
time, 78 mins, 

Joe. . gviveeste Cae reenerecced ces Leo Carrillo 
SJackie..c.ccce eveecceveseese-dJunior Coghlan 
MITA ccscce eeccseccecccesess» KAY Hammond 
*"Horseface’.cccccccctccccccccces: Lee Moran 
Attorney... .ceccccscececess-Huntley Gordon 
BES, RIAs ce csaedsCovcacess Wilfrid Lucas 
TUdBZC. 0. +scccccecceccesesess.doseph Girard 





Race-track pictures do not get 
anywhere in certain localities, in- 
cluding Broadway; but this one 
rates booking wherever possible. It 
can stand a puff campaign by the- 
atres whose patronage in past have 
supported turf stories and should 
get better playing time in such ter- 
ritories than the average picture. 

Closest bid to box-office draft, 
aside from title, is the name of Leo 
Carrillo, turning in a good perform- 
ance here as in most all of his pic- 
ture work. Carrillo, favored for 

» parts calling upon to do ‘wop’ dia- 
lect, has another assignment that’s 
right up his alley. 

He does a race-track crook whose 
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regeneration is kindled by circum- 
stances which make him a foster- 
father to a kid hanging around rac- 
ing stables. The story, while set in 
the background of trackdom, goes 
considerably off the beaten path in 


building up a love drama that even 
-. ‘Madame X’ 


takes in some of the 
formula. 

This is developed through the 
mother of the boy, orphaned at an 
éarly age when she scr ammed on a 
husband who later died, in her at- 
tempt, successful finally, to regain 
her boy, now old enough to be a 
budding jockey under his foster- 
dad's tutelage and protection. The 
mother becomes friendly with the 
boy’s protector. Eventually she is 
drawn to the foster-pop, who re- 


sents her intrusion but wants to 
bring the kid up in atmosphere away 
from race tracks, 

Believing his adopted boy-jockey 
to be honest, he puts him to a test 
in throwing a race, and then, real- 
izing the kid should be with his 
mother, drives him out into her 
arms. That's the finish, with Car- 
rillo torn between what seems his 
duty to the boy and his desire to 
continue playing dad to him. 

Story carries conviction and in 
the filming moves along at good 
pace, carefully protecting its sus- 
pense values. 

Carrillo does ‘wop’ 
and Junior Coghlan hands in a 
worthwhile performance. Occasion- 
ally it is inclined to be overdrawn, 
but on whole okay. 

Femme interest, Kay Hammond, 
as mother, only fair. Audiences 
may be disappointed that romance 
handn’t built up for a finish be- 
tween Carrillo and the kid’s oe 

“ar, 


FARGO EXPRESS 


KBS production and World-Wide release. 
Stars Ken Maynard. Directed by Alan 
James. Story and continuity by Earle Snell. 
Cast—Helen Mack, Roy Stewart, Paul Fix, 
Bill Desmond, Jack Rockwell, Claude Pay- 
ton, Joe Rickson. At Loew's New York, 

. ¥., ome day, Feb. 28, on double bill. 
Running time, 59 minutes. 


throughout, 





Usual hard riding, rough and tum- 
ble fighting and minimum of love 
making, but up to the average west- 
ern though just about making the 
grade. Will go over where westerns 
are surefire. Not able to go out of 
its class. 

Pattern is the hero who seeks to 
spring the juvenile because he loves 
the sister. Boy robs the Fargo ex- 
press and is identified by his odd 
horse. Hero captures a wild horse 
and stages another holdup while the 
boy is in clink, to prove that the 
boy could not have done it. The 
sister denounces him because she 
thinks he is double-crossing, but it’s 
all cleared up in the end. 

Plenty of riding, pretty evenly 
distributed through the picture, with 
the fist fight to provide the final 
wallop. Maynard is likable and 
Paul Fix plays the kid well. Helen 
Mack good as the spitfire, but a bit 
hard in the love scenes. Chic. 


There Goes the Bride 


(ENGLISH-MADE) 
Gainsborough production and release. Di- 
rected by Albert de Courville. Jessie Mat- 
thews and Owen Nares starred. Story and 
music by Fred Raymond and Noel Gray. 
At Roxy, New York, week March 3. Run- 
ning time, 75 mins. 


MAX. cccccccvcovcccceeecrcececes Owen Nares 
Annette Marquand.........Jessie Matthews 
COTE. cccccccecccecccce eooeee-Carol Goodner 


M. Marquand.......seeeee...-Charles Carson 
Mme. Marquand.......+-..Barbara Everest 
BUGoIpN 0:< 5.00 c00e ececceccecces Basil Radford 
Housekeeper. ....cecccecss Winifred Oughton 
Clark (Chauffeur).....++.. ess.-derry Verno 





In England, where this was pro- 
duced, it classes as a comedy with 
music. Over here it’s a tragedy, 
with or without. The difference be- 
tween the British and American 
senses of humor is shown to be con- 
siderable, but not half as great as it 
appears if ‘There Goes the Bride’ is 
criterion of what’s considered funny 
over there, 

Although superior in appearances 
and studio carpentry, ‘Bride’ can’t 
cope with nine out of any 10 U. S. 
quickies as entertainment for this 
side. To the Roxy audiences it 
seemed a burlesque and was treated 
so. They laughed when they were 
not supposed to. When direct cues 
for laughing arrived they remained 
silent. 

Jessie Matthews, co-starring with 
Owen Nares, is a stage and screen 
name in her own country. Miss 
Matthews has a comedy face that 
doesn’t lack cuteness. But neither 
Miss Matthews nor her talents are 
used to full advantage in this film. 
She doesn’t look half as well as she 
could, while awkward and unin- 
spired direction handicaps her. 

Nares is the other reason, besides 
the too typically native production 
effects, why ‘Bride’ hasn’t a chance. 
A dead-pan leading man who does 
nothing but scowl, he drew giggles 
with every close-up. He’s supposed 
to be flustered by Miss Matthews’ 
impishness, but his cat eats lemons 
all the way and that ruins the fun. 

There are two chances for Miss 
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Matthews at singing, with a catchy 
tune used on both occasions and 
reprised at other times in the mu- 
sical background. The specialties 
are inserted in the old abrupt man- 
ner of the early American musical 
talkers, for no reason. 

Puns are very English, as is the 
rest of the dialog. The difference 
between this one and another recent 
British release, ‘Rome Express,’ is 
the difference between picture mak- 
ing in 1933 and picture making in 
the cinematograph dark ages. ‘Bride’ 
belongs to the latter, Bige. 


WALZERPARADIES 


(‘Waltz Paradise’) 





(GERMAN-MADE) 
(With Music) 
D. L. S. production, Capital release in 
u.. &. Stars Charlotte Susa. Direction 


Friedrick Zelnick. Other credits not avail- 
able. At the 79th St. Playhouse, N. Y., on 
grind. Running time, 95 mins. 

Lona Mertens....... eaeceose Charlotte Susa 
Count Prax...... eeseeees-Kurt Von Ruffin 
His Brother...... socesi> Scharwenka 
Dr. Postpieschill. -Paul Hoerbiger 






Rudi Binder..... eceesoces * Victor Kaminski 
Schani Hofer...... ecccceeess- Jose Wedorn 
Marie...sccoce TYUTETI TTT ‘Gretl Theimer 
AMMA... ccccee PPVTTITITT Tire Betty Bird 
Piona Player. .cccccceseseeess Ernst Verebes 
Brandthuber ....+e+++eee+++Ernst Wurmser 
SchwartZ....-ccccsecs eeccees Szoeke Szakall 
Frau SchwartZ.....+eccesss+-Lucie Engelke 
Student... .cccccccsccess ee Adele Sandrock 





German audiences ought to like 
this one—though the most hearty 
partisans will wonder why _ the 
shears weren't applied somewhere. 
Some of it is quite good, and all of 
it would be amusing if it weren't 
slower than the slowest. It’s an al- 
most perfect example of the oppo- 
site extreme of tempo. 

Story is lightish, but that shouldn't 
have mattered. Extra good cast 
should have pulled them through, 
but the director is Friedrick Zelnick, 
who has quite a rep on heavy drama 
pics. He’s directed this picture the 
same way, although it’s intended as 
a frothy operetta, 

Charlotte Susa as a famous Vien- 
nese opera star is delightful. She’s 
a beautiful creature and plays her 
role to perfection. A newcomer (for 
American screens) is Jose Wedron, 
opposite her. He’s a handsome lad 
with a splendid voice, but a bit too 
theatrical. Szoke Szakall, Paul 
Hoerbiger, Betty Bird, Ernst Vere- 
bes and Adele Sandrock, all names, 
help the cast. 

For the American showing the 
picture is hampered even more by a 
completely ridiculous set of super- 
imposed English titles that hasn't 
even the distinction of being writ- 
ten in good English. With these 
dropped, the original film used in- 
stead of the duped negative, and 
about 20 minutes snipped out here 
and there, the film ought to easily 
roll up nice grosses in Teuton 
houses. Kauf. 


THE PENAL CODE 


Monarch production and Frueler release. 
Teatures Regis Toomey and Helen Cohan, 
Supervised by Burton King and directed by 
George, Melford. Story, Edmund T. Lowe; 
continuity and dialog, F. H. Herbert. Ed 
Kull, camera; Fred Bain, editor; Earl 
Crain, sound. Cast—Pat O'Malley, Robt. 
Ellis, Virginia Boardman, Henry Hall, Le- 
ander de Cordova, John Ince, Murdock Mc- 
Quarrie and others. At Loew's New York, 
N. Y., one day, Feb. 28, on double bill. 
Running time, 62 minutes. 








Not much to offer as novelty in 
this combination of stressed drama 
and some rather mawkish attempts 
at mother love and young romance. 
From no angle does it take on a 
knowing air, but is amateurish in 
plot, development and appeal. 

George Melford seems to have 
done the best he could with the ma- 
terial, but it’s not much, About 
only appeal is the appearance of 
Helen Cohan, daughter of George M. 
Sound uneven, generally poor, and 
photography almost evenly bad, due 
to poor lighting. Needs strong sup- 
port on the B division and risky 
even in the lower A houseg. 

Film starts off with an extract 
from comment by Police Commis- 
sioner Mulrooney to the effect that 
the rising generation needs more 
sympathetic direction to keep them 
off the streets and out of gangs, then 
slips into the story of a small-town 
boy who didn’t get this care in spite 
of a tiresomely doting mother. He 
takes a prison sentence and to hide 
his predicament has his letters home 
sent to Australia and remailed from 
there by a bureau which performs 
such service for a fee and shakes 
down its clients when opportunity 
offers. It’s in this way that when 
the boy gets back home, is given his 
old job in the bank and is shaken 
down by the man from the bureau, 
his rival, who’s the cashier, gets the 
dope and plans to make him shoul- 
der the blame for a robbery. 

Plot is circumvented by a New 
York detective who is ’way out of 
his jurisdiction. That’s only one of 
a score of instances in which the 
plausibilities are wrenched to make 
the story. 

Miss Cohan looks well, carries 
herself assuredly and gives prom- 
ise of working into a competent and 
desirable actress. Regis Toomey 
does good work in the lead and Pat 








O’Malley gets more out of the de- 
tective than most of the other play- 
ers are able to extract from their 
assignments. Robert Ellis is poor 
as the heavy, and Virginia Board- 





man is swamped by a poorly written 
mother part. Chic. 
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proportion to the drop in business, 
in other words an arrangement akin 
to co-operative playing would be 
worked out, until the banks open 
and attendance come back. Frank 
Gillmore for Equity was present 
and stated the plan was logical. 
Stage hands and musicians will be 
asked to accept payment along sim- 
ilar lines, 

Equity made no formal state- 
ment but it was conceded by of- 
ficers that any manager requesting 
closing temporarily would not be 
deterred, nor would there be liabil- 
ity for salaries during any expected 
shutdowns. 

Sure Losses 

An unwounted quiet pervaded the 
mid-town. Markedly decreased ac- 
tivities in traffic was noticeable be- 
cause of the almost Sunday quiet. 
Taxis were getting less and less pa- 
tronage. There seemed to be less 
commercial traffic and the absence 
of trucks made for almost rural 
quiet, 

Agencies Socked 

Ticket agencies appeared to be 
worse off than theatres because of 
the shutting down of credit by 
hotels. On the heels of the bank 
closings, New York's leading hotels 
immediately advised all patrons that 
charges other than room and meals 
costs would not be accepted. Ordi- 
narily visitors in buying theatre 
tickets through the agency branch 
in the lobby have the cost of the 
tickets entered on their bills. With 
that service suspended, they were 
forced to cancel theatre reserva- 
tions, throwing plenty of tickets 
back on the brokers’ hands. 

The problem of paying salaries to 
actors was met in various ways, but 
few players received full salaries, 
some getting nothing at all. It is 
the rule for house managers to 
withdraw the payroll money at the 
opening of the bank on Saturday. 
Unable to obtain the cash, what 
money was taken in at the box of- 
fices was used to pay off the stage 
crews and low salaried employees. 
Players were doled some cash or 
given I. O. U.’s and checks. 

Ina Claire’s $1,500 

A tip-off on Friday reached some 
houses and the payroll money was 
taken from the bank that day. 

The Theatre Guild customarily 
pays off on Fridays, that going for 
‘Biography.’ Ina Claire, appearing 
in that show, asked for a check 
($1,500), it being her custom not to 
carry the cash. She attempted to 
cash the check at the Avon box of- 
fice Saturday but could not be ac- 
commodated. 

Payroll check for ‘Dinner at 
Eight’ at the Music Box was put 
into the National City bank Friday 
afternoon, bui the cash was not paid 
out on Saturday. Payroll cash in 
safety deposit boxes in the same 
bank was not obtainable because the 
doors were locked. The _ several 
Shubert theatres, open, however, 
drew the payrolls because depositing 
in the Irving Trust, which is co- 
receiver of the Shubert corporation. 
That bank was one of the three 
which honored payroll checks Sat- 
urday. ‘ 

The players in ‘Dinner’ were 
given I. O. U.’s and when Constance 
Collier received her slip, she crossed 
out the initials, substituting ‘You 
Owe Me.’ The choruses in the mu- 
sicals were paid, with the cast 
‘touching’ the manager for varying 
amounts up to $100. Something like 
$8,000 was deposited Friday by the 
management of ‘Strike Me Pink,’ 
most of it in cash, leaving only what 
was taken in at the Majestic box 
office to pay off with. Salaries were 
withheld from che cast in ‘Walk a 
Little Faster,’ with the players told 
they would be paid off Tuesday (to- 
day) when the bank ‘holiday’ was 
ended. Equity’s strict rule about 
paying off Saturday afternoons 
went into the discard, along with all 
other Saturday trade customs. 

Marooned in Ft. Wayne 

The problem of touring 

had not been worked out. 


shows 
Case in 


| 





point is that of ‘Scandals’ at Ft, 
Wayne, Ind. Advance sale was 
$2,200 but the state banks closed 
Friday and there was an immediate 
run on the box office for refunds, 
As a result the show played to $200, 
No money could be sent from New 
York Saturday to move the show and 
the company will remain at Ft, 
Wayne until the banks open, pick- 
ing up the route thereafter. 

A meeting of managers was 
hastily called at the Theatre 
League offices and ways and means 
to meet the emergency were dis- 
cussed. Main idea was the curtaile« 
ment of expenses. 





Show on Local Scrip 


Milwaukee, March 6. 

Russell Brice, offering the Civie 
Repertory Players at the Majestic, 
has signed up with the local Barter 
Exchange group to accept their 
scrip at Wednesday matinees. 

First theatre te adopt the idea, 
Brice pians to use about 30 out of 
work entertainers listed with the 
exchange in a coming show. 


U. S. Abroad 


(Continued from page 13) 


are fighting to survive within na- 
tive boundary lines. Never before 
has this condition been as true ag 
it is today. 


Austria Goes German 


In Austria and Germany, the Ger- 
mans lead. In Germany native 
filmers showed more than twice as 
much product as the Americans, 
with no one else coming close. In 
Austria, also, more than twice as 
many German films were seen ag 
American, again no one else being 
in the running. Native production 
here is practically nil, having 
turned out only nine pictures dur- 
ing the year. Fact that German is 
the language generally in use by the 
public, of course, helped the Ger- 
man filmers. 

In Spain, despite the approxima. 
tion of the French language to 
Spanish, the Germans beat out the 
French producers by a considerable 
majority, the rating being America, 
Germany, France, in that order, 
Spain’s local production is negligi- 
ble. In Italy, with the same 
analysis true, the same outline 
holds, with Germany, however, far 
ahead of everyone but the U. S. 

In France the Americans also 
were ahead, but the natives held 
second place by a considerable mar- 
gin with Germany third. 

Only figures available for England 
and Hungary are inclusive of shorts 
and features, but these indicate that 
the same condition is true in both 
these countries. In England it’s 
U. S., England, Germany; in Hun- 
gary, it’s U. S., Germany, Hungary, 
France. 

France's best showing outside the 
home territory seems to be in Hun- 
gary. This would seem strange if 
it weren’t recalled that France is 
doing some producing in that coun- 
try and is generally attempting to 
hold hands there. 


JOE FREIBERG HOSTING 


Joe Freiberg, who was known as 
‘the actor’s friend’ in the days when 
actors had friends, is back in the 
hotel business through an appoint- 
ment as vice-president and general 
manager of the Plymouth, New 
York. He also has supervisory con- 
nections with the President. Both 
hotels are operated by A. Dreier. 

For the past year and up to this 
week Freiberg had been idle while 
recovering from pneumonia. The 
illness forced him to give up the 
managership of the Taft. Before 
that he owned the Somerset. 














Max Fisher and his 15-piece band 
opened at the La Monica ballroom, 
Santa Monica, Saturday (4). Dance 
spot is now being operated by Al- 
lied Producers Corp. of America and 
the landlords. 
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CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES ®#ter Biz Day Combo 
Delayed by Bank Holiday OBITUARY 
(Continued from page 30) Los Angeles, March 6. 
fch Will Nicht Wissen Wer Du Bist (Interworld) (Ger). Musical comedy. | The Jack Schaller acts, set to ARTHUR ROBERTS )}Ssons and a daughter survive. In- 


Dir. Geza_ von Bolvary. Liane Haid, Gustay Froehlich. 70 mins. Rel. 


Feb. 15. Rev. Feb. 21, 

wan. (Amkino) (Russ.),. Transformation of peasants. Dir. Dovzhenko. 83 
mins. Kel. Feb. 1. 

Kamaradschaft. (Asso. Cinema) (Ger). Sensational drama. Alex Granach, 


Ernst Busch. Dir. G. W. Pabst. 
Koenigin von Preussen. See ‘Luise’. 


ha Couturiere de Lunevillie (Par) (French). 
Madeleine Renaud, Pierre Blanchar. 90 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. Oct. 22. 


te Bal (French) (Protex). Domestic comedy. Dir. Wilhelm Thiele. 83 mins. 
Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 4. 


be Roi Des Resquilleurs (French) (Protex). Comedy with music. Milton. Dir. 
Georges Colombier. 90 mins. Rel. June 1. ev. June 14. 


Liebe Ist Liebe (German) (Protex). Musical comedy. Kaethe von Nagy, Hans 
Albers, Dir. Paul Martin. 80 mins. Rel. June l. Rev. June 7. 


Ljubav ! Strast. (Yugoslav) (Croat). Drama of life among N. Y. imigrants. 


Time, 78 mins. Rel. Nov. 8 


Musical of woman's love. 


Rakel Davidovic. Dir. Frank Melford. 60 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. 

Luise, Koenigin von Preussen. (Asso. Cinema) (Ger). Historical. Henry 
Porten. Dir. Car! Froelich. Time, 92 mins. Rel, Oct. 4. 

Maedchen in Uniform (Filmchoice) (German), Poignant drama. Thiele, 
Wiecke. Dir. Richard Froehlich. Rel. Jan, 10. Rev. Sept. 27. 

Man Brauch Kein Geld. (Capital) (Ger). Musical farce. Dir. Karl Boese. 
Rel. Nov. 10. 

Mein Leopold. (Capital) (Ger). Musical. Gustav Froelich, Max Adalbert. 
Dir. Hans Syeinoff. Time, 96 mins. Rel. April 1. 

Men and Jobs (Russian) (Amkino). An American engineer looks at Russia 
Dir. A. Macheret. 70 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 17 


Mensch Ohne Namen (German) (Protex). Poignant drama, Werner Krauss. 
Dir. Gustav Ucicky, 95. mins. Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 15. 


Miche (Paramount) (French). Musical comedy. Suzy Vernon, Robert Burnier, 


Dranem. 80 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. Dec. 6 

Mond Uber Morokko (Protex) (Ger). See Cing Gentlemen Maudit. 

Moritz Macht Sein Glueck. (German) (Capital). Faree. Siegfried Arno. 85 
mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Jan. 17. 

Namensheirat. (German) (FAF). Drama. Dir. Heinz Paul. 90 mins. Rel. 
Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 17. 

1914. (Capital) (Ger.) Prelude to the world war. Dir. Rich. Oswald. Time, 
73 mins. Rel. Sept. 1, 

Oberst Redi. (Capital) (Ger). Spy thriller. Lil Dagover, Theo. Loos. Dir. 
Kar] Anton. Time, 79 mins. Rel. Aug. 30. 


Musical. Jane Marnac. Dir. Augusta Genina. 


Paris-Beguin (Protex) (Fr). 
Rev. Jan. 17. 


90 mins. Rel. Dec, 15. 


Pension Schoeller (Schneider) (Ger). Comedy with music. Trude Berliner, 
Jacob Tiedtke, Fritz Schultz. Dir. George Jacoby. 90 mins. Rel. Sept. 
17. Rev. Sept. 20. 

Piri Mindent Tud (Arkay) (Hung.). Farce. Dir. Stephen Szekely. 75 mins. 
Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Jan. 31. 

Purpur und Waschbiau. (Capital) (Ger). Dramatic comedy. Hansi Niese, 
Else Elster. Dir. Max Neufield. Time, 85 mins. Rel. July 30. 

Cuando te Suicidas (Paramount) (Spanish). Musical. Argentina. 90 mins. 
Rel. March 15. 

Quand te Tues Tu (Paramount) (French). Farce comedy. Drean, Noel- 


Noel, Robert Brunier. 80 mins. Rel. March 15. 


Reserve Hat Ruh. (New Era) (Ger). Military farce. 
Englische. Time, 94 mins. Rel. Aug. 11. 


Rhapsody of Love. (Capital) (Polish). Hardships of an art career. 
Petersen. Mosjukine. Time, 89 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. 


Richthofen, Red Ace of Germany. (Gould) (Ger). (Synchronized.) Self ex- 


Fritz Kampers, Lucie 
Agnes 


planatory. Dir. Robt. Slezich. Time, 80 mins. Rel. Aug. 20. 

Ronny (Protex) (Ger). Operetta. Kaethe von Nagy, Willy Fritsch. Dir. 
Emerich Kalman, 85 mins. Rel. April 1. Rev. April 19. 

Scampolo (Kinematrade) (Ger.) Cinderella romance. Dolly Haas, 80 mins. 

. Rel. March 15, 

Schubert’s Fruehlingstraum. (Capital) (Ger). Musical of Schubert’s life. 
Carl Joeken, Siegfried Arno. Dir. Rich. Oswald. Time, 71 mins. Rel. 
June 28. 

Siberian Patrol (Russ.) (Amkino). Dir. Protozanoy. 50 mins. Rel. May 13. 


Kev. May 31. 


Sniper (Russ.) (Amkino). The war terrors. Dir. Timoshenko. 61 mins. Rel. 
Aug. 25. Rev. Aug. 30. 
Soil Is Thirsty (Russ.) (Amkino). Dir. Reisman, 53 mins. Rel. May 5. Rev. 


May 10. 
Storm Over Zakopane, The. (Capital) (Polish). (Synchronized.) Danger in 
the mountains. Time, 89 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. 
Taenzerin von Sansouci. See ‘Barberina’. 
Tatra’s Zauber (Protex) (Ger). Mountain story and action. 
65 mins. Rel. Feb, 15. 
Tingle Tangle. (New Era) (Ger). Comedy. 
Elizabeth Pinajeff. Dir. Japp Speyer. 
Trapeze (German) (Protex). Circus drama, 
80 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 10 
Trenck (Kinematrade) (Ger). Romantic drama, 


Dir. Adolf Trotz. 


Ernest Verebes, Fritz Kampers, 
Time, 93 mins. Rel. May 165. 


Anna Sten. Dir. A. E. Dupont, 


Dorothea Wiecke. 90 mins. 


Rel. March 15. 

Ulani, Ulani, Chlopcy Malowani (Polish) (Zbyszko). Musical comedy. 100 
mins. Rel, Jan. 1. 

Ulica (Capital) (Polish). Life of the newsboys. Dir. Alexander Ford. Time, 
73 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. Rev. Jan. 31 


Polish police activity. Mary Bogda, 
Rel. Aug. 25. 
Viennese operetta. 


Unknown Heroes. (Capital) (Polish). 
Adam Brodzicz. ‘Time, 89 mins. 


Victoria und Ihr Hussar (Kinematrade) (Ger). 90 mins. 


Rel. March 15. 
Voice of the Desert, The. (Capital) (Polish). Algerian story in authentic 
locales. Adam Brodzicz, Mary Bogda. Time, 89 mins. Rel. Aug. 25 


Otto Wallburg, Julius Falken- 
Robt. Land. Time, 81 mins. 


Farce. 


(Capital) (Ger). 
Dir. 


Weekend in Paradise. 
Trude Berliner. 


stein, Elsie Elster, 
Rel. Nov. 1 

Wenn die Soldaten (Schneider) (Ger). Military musical. Otto Wallburg, Paul 
Heidermann, Ida Wuest. Dir, J. Fleck. 85 mins. Rel. Oct, 27. 


Yorck (German) (Protex). Historical drama. Werner Krauss, Rudolf Forster. 


Dir. Gustav Ucicky. 90 mins. Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 27. 

Zapfenstreich Am Rhein. (Whitney) (Ger.). Musical farce. Charlotte Susa, 
Siegfried Arno. Dir. Jaap Speyer. 90 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. Feb. 7. 

Zirkus Leben. (German) (FAF). Circus drama, Liane Haid. Dir. Heinz 
Paul. 70 mins. Rel. Dee. 15. Rev. Jan. 3. : 

Zwei Herzen und Ein Schiag (German) (Protex). Operetta. Lilian Harvey. 


Dir. Wilhelm Thiele. 90 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Sept. 13 


——...__ 
Key to address—Amkino, 723 Seventh Ave. 

Associated Cinema, 154 W. 55th St. 
Capital Film Exchange, 630 Ninth Ave. 
Filmchoice, 33 West 42d St. 
Foreign American Films, 111 W. 57th St. 
George Schneider, 575 Riverside Dr. 
Harold Auten, 1560 Broadway. 
International Cinema, 1499 First Ave. 
Interworld Films, 1540 Broadway. 
J. H. Whitney, 350 East 72d St. 
Kinematrade, 723 Seventh Ave. 
New Era, 630 Ninth Ave. 
Protex Trading, 42 E. 58th St. 
Symon Gould, 251 W. 89th St. 
Tobis Forenfilms, 729 Seventh Ave. 
Zbyszko Film Corp., 274 Madison Ave. 
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HERE AND THERE subsid. Appointment follows Max 
Mayer’s buy of Maurice Richmond’s 
— a interest in the R-M company, 
A. W. Riches and E. P. Lewis ee, 
elected life members of Los Angeles Bert Lewn has replaced the 
Musicians’ Local 47. Freddie Martin unit at Park Central, | 
a New York. 
Casa Loma combo goes into the 
Glenn Island Casino, New Rochelie, Huston Ray filling in for Don 
N. Y., for the summer, May 4. Unit} ester @4 Leninaten hotel, Mew 
will have a CBS wire. Y 
ork. 
Walter Kane has been made a 
vice-president of the Richmond- Main dining room of the Essex 
Mayer Music Co., and also of the, House, New York, has Richard 


Paull Pioneer Co. former firm’s 'Hember batoning an orchestra. 


White, 


tour coast towns for one day stands 
under the direction of Eddie Gam- 
ble, booker in the Bert Levey of- 
fice, have had their plans’ shot 
temporarily by the California bank 
holiday. 

Gamble has been promoting ‘Bet- 
ter Business Days’ in the smaller 
communities, with the merchants 
and newspapers’ supplying the 
wherewithall through subscriptions 
to cover the nut, plus, for a 15 
people combo, including a five-piece 
band. Tour is being arranged so 
that there is no chance of a loss 
for the trick, Gamble demanding 
cash in the bank before setting 
dates, 

Tour, scheduled to start (11) has 
been set back two weeks. 





CURIOSITY RUNS HIGH 


World’s Fair Visitors Heavy at 10c 
Each 





Chicago, March 6. 

Since the grounds were fenced off 
last spring, 773,806 persons have 
paid 10 cents each to visit the 
World Fair’s ‘preview.’ It is now 
reported possible that the conges- 
tion of traffic will bar automobiles 
from the grounds altogether. 

Fair opens June 1, with 50 cents 
as the regular gate admission. 


Geo. Young Starts New 
Stock in Cleveland 


Cleveland, Mar. 6. 

George Young, former Cleveland 
burley man and now reported to be 
assistant manager of Coney Island 
Luna Park, is the latest to try to 
breathe new life into local burlesk 
after two previous enterprises in the 
last year laid eggs. 

Young’s new burley try is slated 
to blossom on or about March 11 in 
Moose Hall’s Gayety, formerly 
known as the Club when Walter 
Scott and Mark Bernard operated 
it. Stock, with guest stars, Ed Daly 
as producer and a_ 15-to-40-cent 
scale, to be policy. 

Line-up of first show includes 
Boob Blake, Billy Baud, Will Hays, 





| Billy Wainright, a chorus of 12 and 


Johnny Hronek’s pit band. Ann 
Corio announced first as star in 
initial revue, but cancelled after 
Young claimed Corio’s illness in 
Syracuse would prevent her from 
being here for rehearsals. Peaches 
Browning and Hindu Wassau on the 
books for following weeks. 


Matches By Ton 


Springfield, Mass., March 6. 

The Chicago World’s Fair in 
June will be advertised throughout 
the world through the medium of 
matches—free ones, too. 

The fair management has ordered 
700,000,000 books of paper matches 
from the Diamond Match Company, 
which has plants in Springfield and 
Zarberton, Ohio. The order. will 
provide work for several hundred 
men for many weeks. 


Empire Wheel 


Week March 6 
Frolics—Empire, Newark. 
Girls of U. S. A.—Central, New York. 
Ha-Cha—Gayety, Brooklyn. 
Jazztime—Trocadero, Philadelphia. 
Powder Puff—Star, Brooklyn, 
Speed and Sparkle—L. O 
Tempters—Howard, Boston, 











Literati 


(Continued from page 47) 
using some of the characters 





in 


‘Manhattan Night’ in his new one, | 


‘Muréer at Endor.’ 

Richard H. Thornton back from 
abroad, with some new scripts for 
Henry Holt. 

Max Miller, the ‘Waterfront’ 
seribbler, has his second book out, 
‘He Went Away for a While.’ 

Houghton, Mifflin | still 
raids for scribblers, its latest acqui- 
sition being Stephen McKenna, 

Ring Lardner will try to regain 
his health in the San Jacinto moun- 
tain district. 


‘The Werewolf of Paris,’ by Guy 


Endore,’ is the story of a man born | 
with hair on the palms of his hands. | 


by Stewart Edward 
goes across the continent 
into California and dips back to the 
days of the Spanish settlers. 


‘Ranchero,’ 





‘The Great Crooner,’ by Clarence | 


Kelland, kids the radio business 


into a pink blush. 


making | 


Arthur Roberts, 80, described by 
ee ‘the 
| showman of our time,’ died in Lon- 


Cochran as greatest 


07 


don, Feb. 

Roberts was born in London in 
1852 and was for some years a so- 
clerk before he turned to 
the stage, making his debut at the 
Old Middlesex music hall in 1873. 
In 1880 he made his theatre debut 
in one of the Christmas panto- 
mimes at the Drury Lane. Thence- 
forth he was prominent in musical 


and light comeé@w and for a. time 


licitor’s 


was associated with the late Sir 
Augustine Harris in the manage- 
ment of the Drury Lane theatre. 
In the early '90’s he went back to 
the music halls, but now as a star, 
alternating with the dramatic stage. 
He was long regarded as the fore- 
most comedian of the British stage. 

He was not as widely known on 


Roberts whose 
other protean acts 
known to Americans. 


were 


W. GOLDEN MORTIMER 
Dr. William Golden Mortimer, 79, 


New York March 3. 


Before engaging in medical prac- 
tice he toured the country as a ma- 
gician, having studied under Rob- 


inson, the Fakir of Vishnu, who was 
for many years assistant to Herr- 
mann the Great. With Saram R. 
Ellison, another’ physician, he 
founded the Society of American 
Magicians and was its first presi- 
dent. 

Survived by his widow, a son and 
daughter. 


CHARLES BORNHAUPT 

Charles Bornhaupt, 57, once a 
prominent vaudeville agent, died at 
|his home in Stamford, Conn., 
March 2. 

He came to this country in 1900 
as clerk to Emanuel Warner, repre- 
senting Richard Warner’s London 
agency, but soon -struck out for 
himself. He booked Sara Bern- 
hardt on her American vaude tours 
and also handled such artists as 
Ruth St. Denis, Gaby de Lys and 
Argentina, He also brought over 
‘Chauve-Souris’ for its first Ameri- 
can engagement. 

He specialized in 
and developed a _ business which 
called for agencies in most Euro- 
pean centers and booked with all 
of the large users of talent. 

He is survived by his widow, the 
'former Florence Striker, whom he 
married in 1910. 


KATE McLAURIN 





imported acts 





Kate McLaurin, novelist and 
playwright, died in Los Angeles 
March 1 following a long illness. 


Prior to her career as play writer 
she had appeared 
including ‘Man of the 

and Saddles’ and 


| tio:®:, 
| ‘Boots 
| Feathers.’ 


ltwo novels. 


Survived by her husband, Willard | 


| Robinson, screen actor. 


| ———— 
} 


FRANK W. WHITCOMB 
Frank W. Whitcomb, 60, for many 
legitimate and in 


years appearing 


aadway productions, died 
near He 
in theatrical circles un- 
t faili 
Tw 


several Bre 
at his 


| 
' 


home Atlantic, Iowa. 


was active 
til $1 


health 


when ngs 


tire 


years 


forced 


xX 


his re ment. oO 


William 


this side of the water and was 
often confused with another Arthur 
‘Dick Turpin’ and 
better 


nose and throat specialist, died in 


in stage produc- | 
Hour,’ | 

Tine | 
She wrote six plays and | 


| terment was in Atlantic. 





MAJOR JOHN E. BURKE 

Maj. John E. Burke, 88, oldest 
member of the N. Y. lodge of Elks, 
both in point of years and contin- 
uous membership, died in New York 
March 1 of the infirmities of age. 

He was well known in vaudeville 
for years as a lightning gun manip- 
ulator. 


FRED. D. VALVA 
Fred D. Valva, musician, died at 
his home, Worcester, Mass., March 
5, after a week’s illness. 
He began his career as a violin- 
ist in the orchestra of the Worces- 











Morris 





in 


'ter theatre 
under his uncle, Jos. N. Truda. 


the ‘90's, playing 

Later he played in Florida and 
the Bahamas and was pit director 
at the Poli theatre in 1905 and 
moved to the Elm St. house, where 
he presided for 14 years. He re- 
tired a few years ago and has 
since confined his activities to 
teaching. He was sec.-treas. of the 
Worcester musicians asso. and a 
member of the executive committee 
at the time of his death. 

Survived by his widow, daughter, 
two brothers and three sisters. 





HARRY WIELAND 
Harry Wieland, son of late H. W. 
Wieland, the agent, died in London, 
Feb. 20, aged 36. 
Wieland was born in New York 
but adopted British citizenship some 
years ago. As result of war wounds 





Jenle Jacobs 


was confined in a hospital for the 
past four years, 


BART KREEFT 


Bart Kreeft, 79, who but recently 
celebrated his birthday in Amster- 
dam, Holland, died the day follow- 
ing that event. 

He was widely known as a come- 
dian and commanded a large follow- 
ing until his retirement. 


PAUL THOMAS 


Paul Thomas, 69, brother of Au- 
gustus Thomas, the playwright and 
manager for many of his brother’s 
ventures, died in Webster Grove, 
Mo., March 2. 


POLLY THOMPSON 
Mrs. Hippolita Thompson, pro- 
fessionally known as Polly Thomp- 
son, killed herself in her New York 
apartment March 8, by turning on 
the gas. 
Survived by her husband. 





Mother of Catherine Willard (Mrs. 
Ralph Bellamy) died suddenly last 
week in San Francisco. 

Daughter and son-in-law rushed 
from Hollywcodc and were at the 
bedside. 


Grace Robinson Willard, writer 
and mother of Catherine Willard, 
actress, died Feb. 28 in San Fran- 
cisco, from pneumonia. 





Son, two and a half, of Ruth Hol- 
loway, soprano on KHJ’s staff, died 
Feb. 26 at Los Angeles. 
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ILLUSION : 


In India, the fakirs present a spectacle to tour- 
ists. T'wo lovely performers appear, take off their 
shoes, break some bottles and lamp chimneys be- 
fore the eyes of the audience, and throw the jag- 
ged pieces into a box already filled with broken 
glass. They step barefooted into the box and do 
an Oriental dance in the glass. After the dance 
they show you that their feet are miraculously 
uninjured. 


EXPLANATION : 


Before the performers appear they have soaked 
their feet in a strong solution of alum water and 
thoroughly rubbed them with pulverized resin 
which toughens them for the ordeal. They were 
careful to throw the freshly broken glass around 
the edges of the platform. The glass on which 
they actually do dance is “prepared.” It is very 
thick, heavy, and filed or ground so that thesharp 
edges are rounded off. The girls just pretend to 
dance on the sharp glass. 


Source: “Magic Stage Illusions and Scientific Diversions’ 
by Albert A. Hopkins, Munn & Co., New York. 
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Copyright, 1933, RB. J. Reynolds Tobacco Company 
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Lrs FUN 10 BE POOLED 
.. LL5 MORE FUN To KNO 


One of the tricks of cigarette advertis- 
ing isto pretend that“Heat Treatment” 
is an exclusive process, making one cig- 
arette better than any other. 

EXPLANATION: All cigarette manufac- 
turers use heat treatment. It is a rou- 
tine process of manufacture. The first 
Camel cigarette ever made was manu- 
factured under the heat-treating pro- 
cess. Every one of the billions of 
Camels produced since has received 
the necessary heat treatment. 

Harsh, raw tobaccos require inten- 








sive processing under high temperay. — 
tures. The more expensive tobaccos) — 


ta ons “xa 








« 
.» 


which are naturally mild, call for only he 


a moderate application of heat. Heag, 


treatment never can make cheap, infef. __ 


rior tobacco good. 


It is a fact, well known b B ‘ 


leaf tobacco experts, 
Camels are made from finer 
MORE EXPENSIVE tobaccos thag 
any other popular brand. 


This is the most important statemenf 
ever made ina cigarette advertisement 
Weigh its words. Consider what 
means, 

Then try Camels, Judge the 
critically. Compare them wit 
others for mildness, for throat-easé¢ 
for good taste. 

Camels are fresh...in the aif’ 
tight, welded Humidor Pack. 


~-LNO TRICKS 
SOUST COSTLIER 
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TOBACCOS — 


IN A MATCHLESS BLENI 
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